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Chapter Chatter 
 
The Quarterly Newsletter of the Canadian Chapter of 
the RAF Regiment Association.  

Issue # 60 - January 2018 
	
Our goal for 2018 is to adapt to attract and meet the needs of new members and 
a membership scattered across Canada while continuing to meet the needs of 
existing members. To ensure the Chapter’s future many of our new members will 
be younger ex-Rocks and Associates.	

David Jeffrey, President 
 
Here’s what’s making the Headlines…. 
 
• We’ve found 11 ex-Rocks living in Canada (and the U.S.A.) that we’ve had 

no previous contact with – but that will change! And we’re looking for more…. 
 
• We have a new Life Member  

 
 
Marion Purves has been elected a Life Member of the 
Chapter in recognition of both her work for the Chapter and 
her support for her late husband Iain's work in the many 
positions he held on the executive.  
 
 

 
• We’ve added 2 New Members. We extend a warm welcome to: 
 

Merv (Mervyn) Churchill who lives in  
Comox, BC, spent 5 years in the RAF 
Regiment from February 1965 to March 1970. 
He served on 1 Sqn. at RAAF Butterworth, 15 
(Field) Sqn. at RAF Seletar and Q.C.S. at RAF 
Uxbridge. Merv has now retired but was a 
Canadian Immigration Officer and has offered 
to use his experience to help us with one of  

   Merv then   our initiatives.          Merv now 
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And 
 
Grant Donnelly who lives in Kamloops, 
BC, spent 9 years in the RAF from May 
1987 to May 1996. He was in Trade 
Group 3, airfield communications and 
radar. Grant is very knowledgeable 
about the new organizations which have 
sprung up to support younger ex-service 
personnel in Canada and the U.K. He 
too has offered to use this knowledge to 

    Grant then        help us with one of our initiatives.        Grant now 
 
• Recent updates to our page on the Association web site can be found here 

http://www.rafregt.org.uk/association-information/branches/canadian-chapter/  
o Visitors can now download the Application Form for the Chapter  
o We have more additions and updates in the works…..  

 
• Some of the initiatives we’re working on:  

o Using social media to find more ex-Rocks and potential new Members 
o A Facebook Group exclusively for ex-Rocks living in Canada and the U.S.  
o Understanding the needs of ex-Rocks and Associates in their 30’s to 50’s 

so that we can attract younger Members. 
o Adapting existing Chapter activities and developing new ones to involve 

Members in all parts of Canada. 
o Programs for existing Members whose health prevents them getting out 
o Providing value to all age groups in exchange for their Membership fees	
o Using our page on the Association site to reach out to members in the UK	

-u-	
	

President’s	Message	
 
Well !, How do you like it? Members of the executive reviewed a draft copy of the 
latest Chapter Chatter and gave it a resounding Thumbs Up!  The new look, the 
lay-out and style will surely bring the Canadian Chapter to the forefront of 
Regimental Association newsletters. Thanks are due to Editor and Publisher Jim 
Stewart who joined the Executive last year and provided many a suggestion to 
improve our attraction to prospective new members. Our mission statement 
under the banner headline is our way forward.                                                            

 
2017 Annual General Meeting. The AGM was held on 
7th October and all business scheduled on the agenda 
was attended to. This of course included the Membership 
report, Treasurer’s report and any business arising from 
said reports. The acting Secretary has a copy of the 
official minutes as well as a copy of the Financial 
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Statement. It has become a tradition at our AGM to enjoy some cake after the 
business has been concluded. This year’s one was nicely turned out wearing 
appropriate insignia (see the photo). 
 
Fall Luncheon. The luncheon was 
held at the Royal Coachman in 
Waterdown where seven people 
attended. One of my guests was a 
young man whom I met quite by 
chance after seeing a vehicle 
parked near my own with the 
license plate X2PARA. A very 
interesting fellow who told me that 
his association of Airborne forces 
are experiencing similar problems 
to the ones we are seeing. There 
may be future discussions to our 
mutual benefit.  Standing, L. to R., John Bamlett, Tom Drinkeld, my guest Sean 
Tiley (ex 2 Para.) and myself.  Seated, Marion Purves and my other guest 
Vassiliki Nicolaides. 
                                                                  

Remembrance Day at the 
Hamilton Warplane Heritage 
Museum. Our group on 11 Nov 17 - 
myself, Tom and Moira Drinkeld, my 
guests F/Lt Greg Walker (Retd.) and 
Mr. John Brennan.  
 
We know we also had Members 
attend services in Kelowna and on 
Vancouver Island. Let us know 

where you honoured our fallen comrades.  
 
Future Events. I want to mention Future Events here because we have an 
increasing number of members located in many different parts of Canada. I 
realize that not all of them live within easy driving distance of each other – but 
many do. So we have to come up with ways in which Chapter activities are no 
longer confined to our traditional base of Southern Ontario.  
 
To kick things off I would like to propose that we hold our first National 
(Canadian) Spring Luncheon and include wives, companions or other guests. 
First we pick a date that works for everyone, no matter where they’re located. 
Then as many members as possible in each area get together on that date at a 
spot that’s within convenient driving range for them.  
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We could, for example, have one in somewhere in BC, one in Calgary or 
Winnipeg and one in the Hamilton/Toronto area. I believe that a report from such 
events, accompanied with photo’s, would make for some interesting reading in 
the next issue of Chapter Chatter. 
 
Finally, dear readers, please do take a moment to send Editor Jim your thoughts 
on the new lay-out of this Newsletter. If you read the last statement on the last 
page, I can assure you that we mean what we say! 
 
Per Ardua,  
 
David Jeffrey  

-u- 
	

Editor’s	Notes	
 
I haven’t met many of you, and those that I have met have probably forgotten me 
because it was so long ago. So, let me tell you a little about myself. I should 
begin by saying that I’m in my mid-60’s so my memory doesn’t work as well as it 
used to do. Any errors are completely unintentional! 
 
I joined the Regiment in 1969 when I was 18. After training, I was posted to 15 
(Field) Squadron which had recently returned from RAF Seletar to form part of 5 
Wing at RAF Wittering.  
 
RAF Wittering had just become home to the Harrier OCU and 1 Squadron, the 
first operational Harrier unit. After growing up in a small fishing town in the north 
east of Scotland, Wittering and 15 Squadron were great places to be.  
 
Shortly after I arrived 51 Squadron, which made up the other half of 5 Wing, were 
scheduled to complete an exercise at the Jungle Warfare School in Malaya. I 
was ‘surplus to requirements’ so off I went with them. Six weeks in Malaya and 
Singapore, yes please I’ll do that! 

   
Once a year, 15 Squadron flew to RAF Akrotiri and drove up to the 
Army firing ranges at Dhekelia. We’d get a signal at the end of the 
week saying Akrotiri was under ‘threat’ and we’d tear off back to 
protect them from British Army units posing as wicked ‘terrorists’. 
After that we’d hit the high spots in Limassol. Those were happy 
days for a young, single guy! 
 
At that time 5 Wing was responsible for the detachments to Salalah 
and RAF Hong Kong and we rotated through them with 51  

  Jim then     Squadron. I was lucky enough to go to Hong Kong and had my 21st  
          birthday while I was there. Enough said! 
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We also spent about 3 months in Malta. The island government had aligned itself 
more with Mr. Gaddafi in Libya than with the UK and the situation became a little 
tense. We went in one night after dark and helped get the families from Valetta 
and RAF Luqa out and did airfield defense until things calmed down again. 
 
Because the situation in Malta we weren’t able to go off camp until late in the 
detachment. So we were deprived of female company. But someone in MoD had 
a sense of humour because they sent a VC10 with female cabin staff to take us 
back to the UK.  
 
Early in 1973, I was posted to 37 Squadron at RAF Catterick. I was only there for 
about 18 months but I fitted in a great trip to Den Helder, for annual firing, and 
one to RAF Bruggen, for an annual exercise.  
 
We also did the detachment at RAF Aldergrove a couple of times. That was fun 
in a different kind of way – particularly the night we took some rounds from a 
homemade mortar. I also have memories of being rushed out there for 10 days 
or so during one of the crises.  
 
In 1974, I was posted to RAF Coltishall and was there until I left the service in 
late 1975. On my last tour I was responsible for the ground defence and fire 
sections. 
 
I look back on the fact I was a junior officer in the Regiment with pride. Although I 
have to say that, in retrospect, I would have done a number of things differently. I 
also realize I was lucky to work with NCOs and men who helped me develop a 
more pragmatic approach that has been very useful in the rest 
of my life. 
 
When I joined the Chapter, many years ago, I didn’t feel that 
only 6 years’ of service gave me much right to have a say and 
so I sat on the sidelines.  
 
But when, last year, I realized that the Chapter might collapse, I 
felt that a few dedicated people had given too many hours of 
their time for that to be allowed to happen. I decided I would try 
everything I could to prevent it. 

    Jim now 
I still feel that way today. 
. 
Jim Stewart 

-u- 
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A	Canadian	In	The	Regiment	–	Conclusion	
 
The second part of an article written by Nick Bacon when he was a young 
LAC. It was published in the RAF Regiment Magazine in late 1965. 
 
In the last issue Nick talked about boarding ship in Montreal for Liverpool 
then joining the RAF. He was looking for travel and a fairly decent job. The 
man at the recruiting centre told him the RAF Regiment was the place for 
that. So, after 6 weeks of Boot Camp and 5 glorious days of leave in 
London, it was time to report to the Regiment Training Depot…….. 

 
The first week at Catterick was spent doing 
menial tasks while we waited for our course to 
begin. Finally the starting day of our course 
arrived, our stone faced NCO’s appeared and 
immediately wanted the cement floor of our 
Secco hut polished. As nothing is supposed to 
be impossible in the forces we did so. The 
seven weeks at Catterick can be best summed 
up by quoting Thomas Alva Edison, “Success is  

                  Nick then                   99% perspiration and 1% inspiration”, and 
believe me we perspired. We froze on the moors, sweated in the gym and almost 
drowned canoeing. The day we awaited most earnestly arrived and we passed 
out, all of us, which was a general shock.  
   
Our posting came through; nearly every one of us was going overseas. We were 
due to leave on January 23rd for the mysterious Far East. So after arriving in 
England on July 16th, approximately six months later I was on the move again, 
this time at the expense of the Royal Air Force.  
   
The trip over here was very interesting with stops at Rome, Beirut, Tehran, New 
Delhi, and finally Singapore. As we got out at Singapore we were knocked back 
by a sudden blast of hot humid air. This was our first introduction to the weather 
for the next two and half years. A few others and I were to go to a place called 
RAF Butterworth. As no one seemed to be too interested in us, we had a two-
week holiday in Singapore. Too much of a good thing can get rather trying, so we 
reported to Air Movements. With a look of surprise Air Movements had us on the 
next flight to Butterworth, and here I shall expect to stay for a good while.  
   
There are some fascinating spots for leave in this area. One can enjoy the 
scenery of the West Coast of Malaysia, visit the impressive city of Kuala Lumpur 
or just enjoy being in the sunshine. Some misguided individual make the great 
mistake of not moving farther than their bed space for their whole tour; this is a 
great folly. As far as I am concerned there is only one place for leave in this area 
and that is Thailand. If a man has little money he can go to Haadyai, which is just 
across the Thai – Malay border. In this small town he can enjoy all the exotic 
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pleasure of Thailand at a relatively low cost. If he has 
saved and planned for his leave there can be no better 
place than Bangkok, capital of Thailand. Words cannot do 
justice to this city; one has to see it to appreciate the 
beauty of its majestic temples, the warm friendliness of the 
people, and the wild and mysterious places of 
entertainment at night.  
   
The Royal Air Force Regiment is nearly the best                            Nick now 
of the Air Force to be in. 
 
Nick Bacon 

-u- 
 
Hot	on	Social	Media….. 
 
In each issue from now onwards we’ll include links to articles on the web 
or in Facebook groups and videos on You Tube that feature or concern The 
Corps and its current or former members. If you don’t have access to a 
computer or Facebook give me a call at 250-240-8610 and I’ll be happy to 
read you the story or send it to you. 
 
• Find out what it’s like to try out for QCS as they prepare for the 100th 

anniversary of the RAF http://www.forces.net/news/raf-recruits-gear-100th-
anniversary  

 
• On March 21, 2015, Simon, an ex-RAF Regiment Gunner, was set-upon in 

an unprovoked attack. He was left fighting for his life and suffered 
permanent brain damage. After months in hospital Simon has returned home 
and Gunners from 2620 Sqn and 1 Sqn RAF Regiment are working with the 
BBC’s DIY SOS to return some dignity to his life by helping his family with a 
near total refurbishment of their home. 
https://www.facebook.com/RafRegimentHistoricFlight/posts/17420448091413
25  

 
• Air Chief Marshal Sir Stuart Peach said: “I would be absolutely wrong to 

say we don’t have an issue with recruiting.” 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/we-can-t-recruit-enough-soldiers-head-of-
armed-forces-admits-xxcj79pm6  

 
• 250 Crosses for fallen Rocks. The RAF Regiment Association, marking the 

Corps 75th Anniversary year, planted 250 commemorative crosses at the 
RBL Field of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey. The list of crosses include 
names of RAF Regiment personnel/units lost in Operations Banner, Telic and 
Herrick 
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https://www.facebook.com/RAFRegimentAssociation/posts/14510126849536
14  

 
• The search of a landfill site for missing RAF Regt Gunner Corrie 

Mckeague, which was resumed in October, is expected to end by Christmas. 
A report by specialist police officers concluded his body was most likely in the 
site. http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-suffolk-42222079  

 
• Seems we had a spy in our midst and - by the sounds of it - a pretty 

effective one. 
https://www.facebook.com/banterandbollockswhat/posts/1945946395656191  

 
• Her Majesty The Queen has approved the award of Battle Honours to 8 

RAF Regiment Squadrons. The Battle Honours have been awarded to 
commemorate notable battles, actions, or engagements in which RAF 
Regiment personnel played a memorable part in Iraq from 2003- 2011. 
https://www.facebook.com/RAFRegimentAssociation/posts/14280135705868
59  

 
If you see something that you think will interest everyone while you’re browsing, 
send me the link and I’ll put it in “Hot on Social Media’ in the next issue 
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Members of the Executive are not 
concerned that some of us appear 
to have 2 jobs while some positions 
appear to be vacant. Our only 
concern is to achieve our 
objectives.  
 
David Jeffrey        (905) 938-2316              
President/Treasurer 
captjay@sympatico.ca   
1 Richelieu Drive,  
St Catharines, ON.   
L2M 2B5 
         
TBA  
Secretary   
	
Jim Stewart          (250) 240-8610 
Membership/Chapter Chatter 
jstewart308@gmail.com  
348 Poplar Avenue, 
Qualicum Beach, B.C. 
V9K 1J7 
                            
Nick Bacon           (778) 356-5019 
Director 
f4rgetit@gmail.com  
617 Pine Ridge Court  
Cobble Hill, BC 
V0R 1L1 
 
 
 
 

 
Marion Purves 
Director  
mipurves@gmail.com  
Box 1451, 
Waterdown, ON 
L0R 2H0 
 
Tom Drinkeld          (905) 648-2930 
Director 
tomdrinkeld@sympatico.ca  
452 John Frederick Dr. 
Ancaster, ON 
L9G 2R2 
 
Contact any member of the 
Executive at any time. Our purpose 
is to serve your interests. 
 
STOP PRESS:  
 
We’ve received news from Sean 
Allerton who visited Members of the 
Chapter in September 2016 (see 
C.C. Issue # 56). Sean, a disabled 
Gunner, has now raised over 
£38,350, (approx. Cdn$64,000) for 
his “Push 500” campaign. Report in 
next issue. 
 
The search in the landfill for Corrie 
Mckeague has ended with no trace 
of the missing Gunner. However the 
reward for information which leads to 
him being found has been doubled to 
£100,000. 
 
NEW YEARS HONOURS (MIL DIV), 
As Commander of the British Empire 
(CBE) to Air Cdre Mick SMEATH, 
formerly Station Commander RAF 
Honington, and currently CDS's Staff 
Liaison Officer to the US Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs in the Pentagon. 
 


