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   FORWARD The Ro      Royal Air Force Regiment  

Association 
 

Birmingham Branch Newsletter           
October 2017 

http://www.rafregt.org.uk/ 
  

 

The aim of the Association is to maintain and promote esprit de corps and comradeship amongst all RAF 

Regiment personnel, both past and present, in order to promote the good name, reputation and traditions of 

the Corps.  
 

 

Welcome to our Autumn edition of our Newsletter, it has been a 

busy but enjoyable Summer as you will see inside.  

We have been to many places to help Celebrate our Corps 75
th

 

Anniversary and we still have more to come. 

I, like most of you have had to factor in other events too ,such as 

holidays, Doctors , Dentsist and Hospital appointments, for those 

of us lucky enough to be retired, it is hard enough ,but if you are 

still working it is harder still, but as we say in the regiment “ you 

should have been born earlier then you would have been retired 

too “ banter never leaves you does it ☺. 

 

Members Birthdays 

October _ Andrew Brown, Frank Roberts, Harry Jenkins, Chris Yelverton, Ray Hill 

November - Alan Addis and Peter Swash. 

December - Matthew Whitmore, and Peter Cole. 

The following Ladies Birthdays are coming up:- 

Ena Hancock and Anne Owen                                  
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Editors Note 

I find myself in trouble again, I have been informed that I have 

got a birthday date wrong, again, it was wrongly stated in the 

last newsletter that  Hilda Schrauwen’s birthday was in July when 

it should have been in August. I am so sorry Hilda for making 

that unforgiveanable error and I do hope that you will be so 

charming as to forgive this repentant old gentleman on this 

occaision and put it down to my dotage.  

If not then ‘phlewwww’ ☺ 

  

 We wish you all a very Happy Birthday and very good health for 

the future. 

 

Anniversaries approaching. 

October 

Eileen & Hughie Cooper. 

December 

Phyllis & Cyril Richards. 

 

We all hope that you all have a wonderful day, and 

Congratulations.       

If I have missed anyone’s birthday / anniversary this year please let me know so that I can 

put it on the list for next year. 

 

 

I have not been informed of anyone passing or being poorly, so 

that is a good thing and I hope that you are all in reasonable 

health at this time, so keep taking the tablets. 
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Battle of Britain Memorial Day at Capel le Ferne on Sunday 9th July 2017 

This is the second time I have attended the Battle of Britain Memorial Day at 
Capel le Ferne.  I have to say the attendance has gone from strength to strength 
many of the visitors keen to see the memorial flight deployment of a Spitfire 
and Hurricane.  

Taking the Salute was the Chief 
of air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Stephen Hillier. Accompanied by 
The President of the Battle of 
Britain Memorial Trust, Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Stephen Dalton.  
There were 50 Standards from 17 
Organisations on parade. Six of 
the Standards were National 
Standards. I carried the RAF 
Regiment Association National 
Standard, taking the lead for our 
75th Anniversary.  
 

The RAF Police Association / Royal Air 
Force Association/ RAF Bomber Command / 
Royal Navy / Fleet Air Arm / RAF National 
Service, were in attendance. 
 
The Bromley Branch Standard was also 
Paraded, carried by Neil Athron, so Rock’s 
had the day.  Neil Athron will be Parading the 
National Association Standard this year at the 
Albert Hall so keep a eye out for him on the 
television or if you are lucky enough to be 
there at the actual service. 
 
There were also the Polish Airforce Group 
Standard, which was being carried by an Air 
Cadet, in addition to a flourish of RAFA 
Branches , Army Units and British Legion 
Standards 
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On the outcrop overlooking the Parade, there must have been at least 60 ATC 
Standards from individual 
units.                                                                                          
 
The RAF Ensign was 
paraded by an Escort from 
the Queens Colour 
Squadron and the RAF 
Regiment Band made for a 
very moving ceremony. 
 
Throughout the day the 
memorial Trust emphasised 

the need to fund raise to enhance the memorial and to finance a better visitor’s 
carpark so any volunteers looking for a good cause to fund raise then this is it 
 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Dalton said during the inspection that the huge 
splash of colour that the Standards brought to the ceremony was most 
impressive. Later during his address he remarked that we should all be 
congratulated on our presentation, that the presence and turnout of the 
Standard Bearers on Parade was most outstanding. 
 
The day’s weather was a scorcher which took its toll both on young and old as 
Standard Bearers and Cadets felt the heat, it was quite unbearable, this 
prompted the ATC to be deployed on Hydrating all on parade. As a result the 
Chief of air Staff ordered that those who wished to sit down on the parade may 
do so at this the Air Cadets were ordered en-block to sit down. But surprisingly 
us old sweats stood with our blessed symbols and bit the bullet.  
 
To say these duties are easy would be a lie, we have all felt the pain of dead 
legs, tingling toes and blue stars at the back of our eyes, from our mutual past 
service but here is an update “IT GETS WORSE WITH AGE “. 
 
Per Ardua Dave G 
 
Editor - Well done David as smart as ever, and thank you Debbie 

for looking after the Old Chap. 
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The Annual RAF Regiment Association Tower of London Church Service- 

Sunday 16th July 2017 

This event is organised anually by the Uxbridge Branch of the R.A.F Regiment 

Association and we are grateful for the invitation for the Branch to attend and 

Parade our Branch Standard. 

 The  event started at 09.45 outside the Yeoman Warder Bar with a meet and 

greet 

We mustered at the agreed location and Yeoman Sergeant (Gaoler) Pete 

McGowran and Bob Loughlin (Yeoman Sergeant) arrived to march us up to the 

church, The Chapel of St.Peter Ad Vincula. Families and friends walked up to the 

church prior to us marching. 

We were then smartly marched up by Peter McGowran, with Bob Loughlin 

bringing up the rear, followed by 

Parade Marshall, National 

Chairman Peter 

Lawrence(Squadron Leader 

retired)at the Head of the Parade, 

which consisted of Standard 

Bearers and Veterans. Arriving at 

the church, Standard Bearers 

paraded whilst families, friends 

and veterans entered the church 

for the service.  

In this photo you can see our 

own Rob McGowran the 

Birmingham Branch Standard Bearer and the National Standard Bearer Dave 

Foley both looking very smart. 

The Vicar welcomed the members of the RAF Regiment Association, family and 

friends and was pleased to see us all.  The National Standard and The WO’s and 

SNCO’s Standards were laid at the Altar during the ceremony/service.   
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The Choir as always were amazing.  Standard Bearer’s paraded once again 

outside the church and were marched back through the Tower grounds with the 

other Veterans, who were greeted with applause from the general public.  

Once we had returned to the Yeoman Warder Bar, the Parade was fallen out by 

the Parade Marshall and we joined our families and friends in the Bar for light 

refreshments!!  

A specials thanks to Pete and 

Bob, both ex-RAF Regiment, 

who gave their own time to 

ensure the Parade went well 

on this 75th Anniversary Year 

of our Regiment. 

Surprisingly it was a small 

turnout for our 75th 

anniversary, however, most 

enjoyable and we  would love 

to see more of us from the 

Branch, so watch out for the 

notice in the Newsletters and 

the Flash next year.  

Per Ardua    

 Rob McGowran -   

Branch Chairman 

Editor 

Great report Rob and well done on the parade, very smart - as 

usual - and well done Jayne for keeping them all in order. ☺  

The Branch sends its thanks to Peter and Bob for their hospitality, 

1
st

 class as ever. 
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R.A.F Regt Association Reunion and A.G.M  @ Cambridge – 18th  - 21st  July 

2017 

The Association Re-union took place at the Halmark Hotel near Cambridge with 
the A.G.M taking place on the 19th in the Conference centre. The reunion was 
well attended with over 80 members and Wives enjoying the event. There was 
entertainment and dancing laid on for each evening. 
 
At 1400hrs on the 19TH the A.G.M took place with approx 50 members attending 
After the prelimineries the Chairman informed the meeting that two of the 
National Officers were up for election, the Vice chairman and the Treasurer. 
 
The Vice Chairman Bill Espie had decided that he would stand down at this 
A.G.M and as no other candidate had come forward, the post would not be 
filled, but according to our S.O.P and C and Rs we are not allowed to continue 
without one, but we could have a vote to change the rules so that we could 
operate without a Vice Chairman, the vote was taken so the we could operate 
until such time as a candidate could be found, this was passed unanimously. 
 
The position of Treasurer was also up for election as I am reaching my 70th   year 
but as no other candidate has come forward the current Treasurer ( me ) 
decided to stand again for election, this was passed unanimously.  
 
I would not leave the Association without a Treasurer and the C&Rs state we 
cannot do without one, the Association would have to close down, this is not 
something I would allow to happen, so as we used to say in the Regiment 
 “ Stand to until relieved”. You now have me as National Treasurer for the next 
three years, when I hope to have found a suitable replacement. 
 
 I had hoped that a younger candidate would have come forward to take us 
onwards, someone with a book-keeping / accountancy background. 
 
The funds of the Association stand at about £90k at the moment and it needs 
someone with the financial accumen to look into the safe investment of the 
fund to provide for the future needs of the Association. 
 
So if you fancy taking on the role of Treasurer let me know and we can start the 
training and handover before I retire in three years time. 
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Presentaion from the Members of 1 Sqn R.A.F Regiment 
 
We were treated to a very interesting presentation from the Gunners, with a 
veiw from each of the ranks present, a Sergeant,  Corporal, Lance Corporal and 
an S.A.C on how the requirements of the Regiment for each rank effected them 
personaly. It made very good listening and brought back many memoiries of my 
days on a Squadron. 
 
Gala Dinner  
 
The Gala Dinner began at 7pm with a wine reception in the Anti Room where 
eveyone mixed with S.A.C’s and Group Captains, a very nice experience, at 7.30 
we were called in for Dinner to the Main Dining Room, where tables were laid 
out with each person allotted to a table, there were nine tables, the list’s for 
each table were pinned to a notice board as we came in the room.  
 
We had an excellent meal followed by the Loyal Toast to Her Majesty the 
Queen, Peter Lawrence our Chairman then read out a letter he had received 
from the Palace thanking us for our loyalty and wished us a happy Gala Dinner, 
after that came a warm and friendly talk from the C.G as our President on the 
Regiment today and its role in how the Air Force operates in its combat role, 
and how proud he was to be with us at the Reunion, and said to the members of 
1 Sqn “ look around you, these are the men that made our history, these are the 
men that started our traditions and standards, through their service,training 
and courage, made what the Regiment is today, and I thank you all for your 
service”.  
 
This was met with a tumultous round of applause  and a standing ovation.  
 
 The C G then presented each of the Gunners from the 1 Sqn party with 
Association Ties to remember the evening, this was followed by music and 
dancing and the Ladies came around with a Raffle that raised £350 for the 
Association.  

 
 

I don’t remember much after that !!!!!!. 
 
 



9 
 

Regt 75 Families Day @ RAF Honington – 20th July 2017. 

On the Thursday morning two coaches had been laid on to take us to R.A.F 

Honington for the Presentation of a New Colour to the R.A.F Regiment by H.M 

The Queen ( as the Queen has reduced her work load this year ) this was given 

to Prince Henry to carry out on her behalf. The Parade Square at Honington was 

surrounded on three sides by covered seating to hold all the Guests and the 

fourth side was filled in by vehicles from the Heritage Centre to show all the 

vehicles used by the Regiment over the years. 

The Retiring Colour was marched off the parade to the strains of ‘ Point of War 

and Auld Lang Syne ‘  played by the Band of the R.A.F Regiment, to be held in 

secure accommadation. 

The new Colour was consecrated by the Senior Chaplain Group Captain John 

Ellis.  

The Force Commander ( C.G ) 

passed the Queen’s Colour to HRH 

Prince Henry who presented the 

Colour to the Colour Bearer. 

Prince Henry then read out a 

message from HM The Queen to 

those assembled. 

The Queens Colour was then 
paraded around the Parade Square 
so that all the assembled Airmen 
could see it. 

 
There were 12 Standards from Regular and Reserve R.A.F Regiment Squadrons. 

1 Sqn, 2 Sqn, 15 Sqn, 26 Sqn, 27 Sqn, 34 Sqn, 51 Sqn, 63 Sqn, 
2503 Sqn, 2622 Sqn, 2623 Sqn, and 2670 Sqn. 

 
 The Escort Squadron had Officers , N.C.O’s and Airmen from 1 Sqn and  63 Sqn 
who were accompanied by the Graduating Gunners from Trainee Guuner course 
4 – 16. 
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We were given printed programs for the Presentaion Parade and in the back 
was a list of all the Graduating Gunners on Course 4 – 16 and I would like to list 
their names here to congratulate them on completing a very gruelling course. 
 
They are all L.A.Cs so I will just name them. 
 

Graduating Gunners on Trainee Gunner Course 4 – 16 
 

C.L. ANDERSON, R.J.S. BENNETT, M.S. BUTCHER,  

M.G.BUTLER, J.J.CASTLE, M.CHAFFEY, N.T.CRIBDON, 

H.DELLER, J.R.T.C DUNN, R.F. KEATING, J.O.MARTIN, 

G.R.MILLER, A.D.MYERS, J.N.PARK, R.D.F.PURDEN, 

R.TAMANG, R.J.W.TANNER, and  A.J.TAYLOR. 

 
The Flight Commander of the Course was Flt Lt T.A. ROCK.  Now that has to be a 
first. 
 
We wish them all good luck for the future and look forward to seeing them 
later in their careers in the R.A.F Regiment, and we offer an invitation to all of 
them to Dine with us at our Lunch Meetings, we would be honoured to have  
them with us.  
  

 
After  a tour of the Heritage 
Centre exhibits, including this 
little beauty.  
It is the Browning .5 calibre 
machine gun from Hedgehog 
Bravo in Salalah, Oman,  
and I actually got to fire it ‘in 
anger’ at a target that turned 
out to be two camels crossing 
the desert in front of us , well 
it was night time and I was 
half asleep ☺ .  
RIP camels 
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We then had something to eat ( Thank you Ralph for the pulled pork sandwiches 
from the Hog Roast, that you queued up for, Sue and I enjoyed them very much 
) and a mug of tea from the NAAFI van, we were ready for the fly past by the 
Battle of Britain Flight who showed off their skills to perfection with low flying 
and bombing runs not to mention the looping the loops the fighters did, I had 
not seen the aircraft at such close quarters before and can only imagine the 
effect they had in the war. After the Families Day was over we returned by 
coach to the hotel in Cambridge, those that were staying for a further night 
went to get ready for the evening  meal and entertainment, the rest of us 
packed up our kit and made the long journey home. 
 
It had been a long day and I was glad to get home and after a cup of coffee and 
a night cap it was early to bed with a head full of good memories and promises 
to meet again at the Cenotaph in London. 
 
 

The Birmingham Branch Ladies Section 
 
Busy Time in the Magee household. 
 
What a busy time in the Magee household!!. 
 
Tom and myself travelled to Cambridge for the one night of the  Reunion and 
A.G.M, with the lovely Ralph Dean to keep us company on the journey. We met 
up with Hilda and Gus Schrauwen who were staying for the whole event. Next 
day we were taken by coach to R.A.F.Honington for the Presentation of the New 
Standard ( or as I call it getting the new flag ) as soon as the parade had finished 
the heavens opened and we all got soaked but not as bad as it was at Fairford in 
2008. We all then went to the Heritage Centre for a tour of the exhibitions and a 
bite to eat and mugs of tea from the NAAFI van it was then back to the Hotel 
and home. I think Ralph enjoyed the day, he got seperated from the crowd 
going back to the coach after the parade but managed to scrounge a lift from an 
R.A.F chef with a van to take him back to the Heritage Centre.  
 
We were back home for two days then we were off to France for our annual 
holiday for three and  a half weeks, we had a very relaxing time, as all of the 
work on the house is now complete, but there is always cleaning and cooking to 
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do and gardening for Tom, he has  changed some of the flowers and shrubs in 
the borders, typical man, can’t make up his mind. Still it was enjoyable and the 
time flew by, but we always have our next visit later in the year to look forward 
to if we can fit it in that is!!!. 
 
Three days after we returned from France, our son Tom and his wife Tess with 
our wonderful Grandson Joshua came over from Washington D.C for a weeks 
holiday, we have not seen them in person for over six years, we have spoken on 
the phone and have skyped quite often but it isn’t the same as having them in 
your arms and crushing them with hugs, We had a great time catching up and 
visiting places with them and having meals out.  
 
We did manage to fit in the Branch lunch at The Duck and was able to let 
eveyone know that they had arrived from America, we had a great time there 
chatting, laughing and generally having a wonderful two or three hours, our 
regular waiter Kevin looked after us all very well as usual and then it was all 
hugs and kisses until the next time which is on the 16th of September, so join us 
if you can there is plenty of room 
 
All through this time we have been expecting the arrival of a new Grandaughter 
with our other son Paul and his wife Justina and their Daughter Scarlett who is 
seven going on seventeen. If anything happens before going to press I will let 
you know.  
 
Well it has happened and Megan Clara Elise Magee came into the world at 
10.16 on Thursday 7th of September 2017,  I was going to tell you that she was 
7lbs 13ozs but you shouldn’t mention a Ladies weight. The birth went very well, 
on arrival at the doors of the Maternity Hospital, Justina was giving birth, 10 
minutes later she was born, wow, how about that girls. She is beautiful.  
Mother and Baby are both fine and have Scarlett to help with the Nappy 
changing ( NOT ).  
Our son, who had said before he went to University that “ you will not get me 
doing silly faces and talking baby noises” is once again blowing raspberries and 
saying “whose a pretty girl then coochy coo”. 
   
Justina and Megan are fine and have now returned home, and so the work 
begins !!!. 
Sue Magee ( Grandma x 3 ) 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

CENOTAPH  Parade @ London - 12th November 2017. 

This being the Big One for most of us, we are expecting to have over 200 – 300 

ex Gunners on Parade on Horseguards. Those of you that are going down to 

London should have notified Dave Gooding so that  a ticket to get on to 

Horseguards can be sent to you, as the Police have stepped up security on the 

event and will not allow you to access the area if you do not posess a pass with 

your name on it, and a passport or photo ID. 

The venue for the after Parade drinks has been changed because the 

“Tattershall” does not have wheelchair access, information as to the new event 

will be given out at the Parade on Horseguards. We do hope to have with us the 

WRAFs as we did last year, yes we do have the girls join us on the day,and a 

pleasure it is to see them each year. A lot of them were medics and indeed 

some of our lads were treated by them, before being flown home from the 

many conflicts we have been involved in. It is nice to see the young Ladies 

wearing their medals, some had six or seven awards 

Trip to the Dean Forest Railway I have received some information from Harry 

Jenkins about trips on the Steam 

Trains at Lydney in Gloucestershire 

were Harry lives with his wife Linda. 

We would like to arrange a trip for 

members and families to go there 

for the day. We have some more 

work to do before we can give you 

final details, but we are hoping for 

somewhere towards the end of 

April ,  I think our Branch Lunch 

would be a good date to go and it 

may be a chance for our Younger 

members to bring the kids and 

make a day of it. 
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 There is catering facilities at the Station and a trip on the Steam Train can be 

organised as well as areas of interest locally. I will find out more information 

regarding cost etc and let you all know in the January Edition of the Newsletter. 

 

Branch Meetings. 

Branch meetings will take place on the following dates at the Duck Inn unless 

we agree to a change and have notified you in advance through the Newsletter. 

This year’s dates will be as follows  , 21st October, 18th November. Our Christmas 

Lunch will be held on the 9th of December at the Duck on the  Hagley Road in 

Edgbaston, Birmingham.  

The dates for next year are :- 20th January 2018, 17th February. 17th , March21st , 

April 21st , May 19th, June 16th, July 21st, August 18th, September 15th, October 

20th, November 17th, December 8th Christmas Lunch.  Put them in your diaries. 

R.A.F Regiment Tie 

All of the Anniversary Ties have 

now been sold, but I  have 

received a stock of the normal ties 

but in a longer length for those of 

us who have bigger collar 

sizes.The Ties are 6 inches longer ( 

15cm ). This enables you to tie a 

full Windsor knot and still be able 

to have the end of the Tie by your 

waist, not your chest, much 

smarter. 

The Multi coloured tie is in Silk 

and costs £20, the R.A.F Regt tie 

with the Cross Rifle motif in Silk is 

also £20 and the Polyester tie is £13.   
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Blazer Badges 

I have had a new Blazer Badge produced by the firm that make our Ties, as I was 

not too impressed with what was 

available. I think that this one is 

better than all the other ones I 

have seen and at a price that is 

affordable. It is hand sewn silk 

and gold wire and the Crown 

fabic is padded out to give effect, 

it gives a very smart and accurate 

representation of our Crest. The 

height is 4 ½ ins and the width is 

3 ¾ ins 

 I am able to sell them at a cost of 

£12 plus £1.50 p & p.  

 

 

Badges.   

I still have some lapel badges in stock all at £3.00 + £1.50 p & p, but if you are 

buying a tie or Blazer badge I can put them in the same envelope saving £1.50.  
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Contact information. 

It would help with administration if all enquiries of any nature came through to me direct, I 

can then redirect the enquiry to the appropriate person and respond effectively to the 

query. You can contact me by phone 0121 429 5635  Mobile 07446555672 , on my email 

rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk. or by post to Tom Magee 11 Pavilion Avenue, Smethwick, West 

Midlands. B67 6LA.I  

 

Hopefully I will see you over the coming year. Take care, keep 

warm and if you are out and about, keep safe. 

Tom Magee,  

 Branch Secretary / Treasurer. 

 

This Newsletter is photocopied and bound by kind permission of  

  Gowling WLG (UK) LLP. Solicitors of Birmingham.  
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