
1 
 

   FORWARD Royal Air Force Regiment 
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http://www.rafregt.org.uk/ 
  

 

The aim of the Association is to maintain and promote esprit de corps and comradeship amongst all RAF 

Regiment personnel, both past and present, in order to promote the good name, reputation and traditions of 

the Corps.  

 

 

 
Subscriptions for 2017 are now due. 

 
Can you make sure that you send me your subs, it will be £17 in total, £12 for 
the National Association and £5 for the Birmingham Branch, before the end of 
this month, so that I can pay the National Association, this will make sure that 
you will still get the next issue of The Flash magazine and also any tickets 
available for the events that will be taking place during this our 75th Anniversary 
year. All tickets will be on a first come basis so if you are late paying your subs 
then you will miss out on the opportunity to take part. 

 

 

 

In this our 75
th

 Anniversary Year of the Formation of the 

R.A.F Regiment, there is a lot of things going on, so 

please check the events listed in the Newsletter / ‘Flash’ 

and join us, if you can, as we celebrate these Very 

Important Events.  
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Advanced Party.  

It is with deep regret, that I have report the death of Don Hancock, after a long illness Don 

passed away on the evening of the 13th June 2017 at home with his Family. 

The deepest condolescenses of the Branch and indeed the Corps go out to Ena and her 

family at this very sad time. 

Don joined the Branch on the 29th of May 1991 at the Nautical Club in Birmingham and 

soon became one of the most popular members of the Branch. When I joined on the 1st of 

July 1991, Don was the first to come over and welcome me to the Branch, and formed a 

freindship that last lasted until his passing, I will miss him and will always remember him. 

 I shall always have the mental picture of him with his quirky smile with a fag in one hand 

and a pint in the other and the sound of his laughter. 

Don joined the R.A.F Regiment in 1954 and served until 1956. He did tours in Egypt on 34 

Sqn and in Aden on 66 Sqn, after a couple of beers he would regail us with tales of patrols 

around the Sweetwater Canal ( which it wasn’t ) and patrols in Aden and the Crater District, 

he was always a lively character. 

The funeral will be held on Thursday 6th July 12.00 at Yardley Crematorium. Yardley Road, 

Birmingham B25 8NA, there will be refreshments at the Yardley Ex Service Club 328 Yardley 

Road Birmingham B25 8LT. 

Don with members of the Branch on the visit to 34 Sqn at R.A.F Bruggen in 1993. 
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Branch Birthdays 

The following Birthdays are coming up:- 

July.  Patricia Wakefield, Hilda Schrauwen, Linda Jenkins, John Goodwin,  

Trevor Gardiner, Ken Wadey 

August. Bill Thacker, Jim De Hayes, Keith Bryers, David Gooding, Tony Ranford, 

      Cyrril Richards 

September. Susan Magee, Gillian Wadey, Roy Thomas, Ernie Bucknall,  

    Frank McGowan, Derek Trust and  Sean Dwyer. 

 

We wish you all a very Happy Birthday 

and very good health for the future. 

 

Anniversaries approaching. 

July. We have no Anniversaries recorded in July, unless I have not been told 
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August. Linda & Harry Jenkins are celebrating a very Special Date in August, it is their 60th 

Wedding Anniversary. Every member of the Branch send you both our warmest 

congratulations and we hope that you have a wonderful Day 

September  Joan & Trevor Round. 

 

We all hope that you all have a wonderful day,        

Congratulations. 

 

If I have missed anyone’s birthday / anniversary this year please let me know so that I can 

put it on the list for next year. 

 
New members . 
It gives me great pleasure in welcoming a  new member to the Branch.  
 
Mick Shultz -   Mick was originaly posted to the Merseyside Branch as he lives in Preston 
Lancashire, but after he met us at Catterick this year he decided to transfer to the 
Birmingham Branch. Mick served from 1971 until 1978 were he served on  37 Sqn in 
Northern Ireland and in Belize ( British Honduras ) with Frank Xavier the National Secretary. 
From there he was at Henlow on the OCTU, from there to 1 Sqn at Laarbruch where he hurt 
his knee’s and was posted to Halton on GDT working with the Apprentices, in 1978 he 
medically discharged and has since had two full knee replacements. Here is an interesting 
fact about Mick, he was for 12 years a football safety officer at Accrington Stanley F C, if 
you Google his name you will see an article about him. he now works in the control room at 
Bae Systems. 
 
Welcome to the Branch Mick we hope that you and Christine will be able to join us at one 
of the events planned for this our 75th Year. 
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The Birmingham Branch Ladies Section. 
Those of you who will have received your 
Flash Magazines will have seen  the 75th 
Anniversary cake on the Front page that 
was cut into by the Commandant General 
and Baroness Angela Harris of Richmond. 
( I did notice the guiding hand on the CGs 
sleeve to make sure he did it right.) 
 
The cake was made and very generously 
donated to the Assocation by Mrs Joan 
Round to be shared out to the guests at 
the Catterick Golf Club Lunch following 
the Annual Commemoration of the R.A.F 
Regiment Chapel at St Annes at Catterick.  
 
The cake did not last very long as it was 
delicious ( some people even had two 
pieces, didn’t you Angela !!! ). The 
Baroness so wanted thank you in person. 

Thank you so much Joan, 

everyone really enjoyed the 

cake, and were very impressed with your design, and your skills at 

decorating the cake. 

EVENTS IN CELEBRATION OF THE 75
th

 ANNIVERSARY 

Freedom of Richmond Parade @ Richmond, Yorkshire - 12th May 2017. 
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As part of our 75th 
Anniversary 
celebrations the 
Regiment exercised 
its Freedom of the 
City of Richmond with 
34 Squadron R.A.F. 
Regiment from R.A.F 
Leeming.  

 Forming up for the 
Parade, the members 
of 34 Sqn looked very 
smart in their No I 
dress uniforms, it 
always looked good 
with white webbing 
belt and scabbard. 

 

 

The Veterans Community were not able to march with the Column due to the terrain and 
the speed required to keep up, those of you who have taken part in the Ceremony will 

understand the difficulties in volved 
marching uphill on wet cobble stones. 

The National Association Standard, was 
very able carried by our Birminham Branch 
President, David Gooding, and very smart 
he looked as well posing with the other 
Standard Bearers. 

 

 

 

The Commandant General Air Coomadore 
Frank Clifford taking the Salute with the 
Lord Mayor of Richmond and other 
dignitories 
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RAF Regt Chapel Commemoration @ St Annes, Catterick - 13th May 2017. 

The weather was very good for the Parade being dry but not too sunny and the rain stayed 

away. 

We had the National Association Standard, the W.O & SNCO Association Standard and four 

Branch Standards on parade plus the  Queens Colour with Colour Party from 34 Squadron 

R.A.F Regiment based at Leeming. 

The Parade Marshall was again Pat Sweeney from the Catterick Branch who took the 

Standard Bearers through their paces prior to the Service.  

Roy Thomas was due to be the Standard Bearer for the Birmingham Branch, but had hurt 

his big toe on that morning and as I was the only other fittish person from the Branch I had 

the honour of Parading the Standard for Birmingham. I will of course be searching out a 

suitable punishment for Roy but I will leave that for another day ( best served cold and all 

that ). 

To the Hymn O Ruler of earth and sky,the Standards were slow marched up the Central 

Aisle lead by the National Standard and handed over to the Vicar of St Annes, Reverend 

Lindsay Southern and Flt Lt Paul Stephens the Chaplain from R.A.F Honnington, who were 

jointly conducting the Service.The Standard bearers were then seated in the Choir pews by 

the Alter. 
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The Fanfare is sounded by Musicians from the R.A.F Regiment Band, and the Queens Colour 

of the R.A.F Regiment, The Sovereigns Colour is escorted, in slow time, to the alter to be 

received by the Rev Southern and the Rev Stephens. 

 The Colour Party are seated in the pews opposite the Standard Bearers. All the Standards 

were placed around the back of the Alter area, but the Queens Colour was draped across 

the alter itself in the place of Honour. 

The Service proceeded and during the next hymn Praise my soul the King of Heaven, to his 

feet thy tribute bring, a collection was taken for the maintenance of St Annes and the R.A.F 

Regiment Chapel. A very appropriate tune in my veiw. 

During the recital of the Lords Prayer the Colour Party moved to the Alter to receive the 

Queens Colour, and once the Colour was prepared the Party about turned to face the 

congregation, that had this year filled the church, and awaited the signal to march off. 

 ‘Holyrood’ the R.A.F Regiment Quick March was played and the Queens Colour was 

paraded to the rear of the Church. 

During the closing hymn ‘Be Thou My Vision’ the National Standard and the Branch 

Standards of the Association where returned to their Bearers and Paraded to the Rear of 

the Church. 

The Clergy accompanied by Baroness Harris, the Commandant General A.C Frank Clifford 

and the Chairman of the National Association Peter Lawrence moved around to the R.A.F 

Regiment Chapel for the Commemorative Service. 

The Dedication was read by Peter Lawrence. 

 We thank Almighty God for all ranks who have served in the Royal Air Force Regiment 

and those who continue to serve their Sovereign and Country. As members of our 

Association, we dedicate ourselves to the Service. 

We honour those who have served in the Royal Air Force Regiment, who have paid the 

supreme sacrifice and we remember those of our Regiment who have since joined them.

  Their name live forever more. We will remember them. 

The Royal Air Force Regiment Prayer 

Almighty God, Lord of heaven and earth, 

Whose Son, Jesus Christ showed us the path of duty, 

We ask you to bless all who serve in the Royal Air Forse Regiment. 
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Help us to do our duty with courage and dedication; 

Of your goodness, be our strengh in time of danger; 

Watch over our loved ones when we our seperated; 

And make us a sure defence to those we serve 

We ask you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

We then sang the National Anthem 

 

The Quens Colour was then Marched out of the Church, followed by the National Standard 

and the Branch Standards of the Association who formed a Guard of Honour. 

 

There followed an inspection 

by the CG of the Standard 

Bearers where he had a chat 

with each of the Bearers and 

commended  Parade Marshall 

Pat Sweeney on the quality of 

drill by the Standard Bearers 

Party. 
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We all then headed off to the Catterick Golf Club for a very welcome Lunch and Drinks.  

In the photo you can see Gus 

Schrauwen, Chris Teitge, Roy 

Thomas, Jeff Ball We met up 

with old friends and met 

some new ones including 

Mick Schultz and his Wife 

Christine, Mick has requested 

to transfer to the Birmingham 

Branch even though he lives 

in Preston, and we will 

welcome him with open arms 

as we would with all  new 

found Brothers in Arms. 
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Some of the guests at the lunch, Mr Mick Tipple of the Suffolk Branch, Gus and Hilda, Sue 

and Me Chris Jeff and Mark, Peter Lawrence and his Wife Sue, Alex Hargreaves of the 

Catterick Branch, the Lady in green and the Gentleman on the right are Mr & Mrs Anderson 

from Ohio U.S.A, he was an exchange Officer from the USAF and completed the Regiment 

Officer training Course and as you can see he is proudly wearing his Regiment Tie.  

It was a great day enjoyed by everyone, meeting up with old friends and meeting new ones, 

topped of by a piece or two of delicious cake made by our own Joan Round. 

We then all made our way back home to all points of the compass, we cannot wait until 

next year 

 

RAF Regt Memorial Commemoration @ NMA,  Alrewas - 24th June 2017. 

On Saturday the 24th June we gathered at our Memorial Garden for the service of 

Commemoration led by The Reverend Flt Lt Paul Stephens from Honington.  

The Queens Colour was marched down the road, leading a column of Airmen and Veterans 

numbering seventy five. The National Standards of the R.A.F Regiment Association and the 

W O & SNCO Association were marched into the Garden, along with two Branch Standards. 
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 The Wreath laying party marched in and took up their positions in front of our Memorial.  

 

The Airmen then marched into the Garden and lined up in two lines on each side of the 

entrance and the Veterans rejoined their Families. 

The Queens Colour of the R.A.F Regiment was then marched in with its Escort of SNCO’s 

and took up position at the right hand side of the Memorial Stone 

The C. G Air Commadore Clifford then moved to the rear of the Garden to unveil a new 

bronze statue that has been erected entitled “ The Fallen Gunner ”. This has been designed 

and paid for by the Wos & SNCO Associationon and cost £6000 all raised at many different 

events over the last four years. Well done to them all. 
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The Branch was well represented as you can see with many of our new members attending. 

In the photo below you can see Ralph Dean and his Daughter Julie, Bill  & Janet Thacker and 

their Daughter Sarah Jane, my wife Sue, Gus & Hilda Schrauwen and their Daughters 

Simone and Michele, at the back with his hand to his face is Chris Teitge and his pal, the 

couple on the very end are Sean & Karen Dwyer.All the Ladies were proudly weraing their 

Ladies Medals awarded for looking after us and putting up with us for all those years. 

It was great meeting up with everyone and after the ceremony was over we had 

photographs taken with old friends and new friends, we then went back to the catering 

area to have lunch or enjoy picnics we had brought with us. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

R.A.F Regt Association Reunion and A.G.M  @ Cambridge – 18th  - 21st  July 2017. 

The 2017 Reunion will be held on the 18th  _  to - 21st July at the Hallmark Hotel in Cambridge 

and will coincide with the Families Day at R.A.F. Honington the next day, full details have 

been  given in the  Flash Magazine. 

The A.G.M will be held on the 19th July at 1430 hrs in the Conference Room. 

I know that some of you are intending to go, so get your forms off as soon as possible to 

avoid disappointment, I will be attending with my wife Sue for the one night package.We 

look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Regt 75 Families Day @ RAF Honington – 20th July 2017. 

The Families Day should be great fun, I have not been to one since I came out of the R.A.F, 

and a coach has been laid on to take us to R.A.F Honington, the cost of which is included in 

the Package price. Now that has to be good value. 

 

CENOTAPH  Parade @ London - 12th November 2017. 

This being the Big One for most of us, we are expecting to have over 300 – 400 ex Gunners 

on Parade on Horseguards.  Information regarding tickets has been released, but if you 

contact David Gooding he will be able to sort you out. 

The information will of course be featured in the next edition of the Flash magazine. I have 

heard that some of last years marchers have already booked up their hotels for the Event, 

though I am not sure if the “ HMS Tattershall” will be able to stay afloat with that many 

Rocks and WRAFs on board, yes we do have the girls join us on the day,and a pleasure it is 

to see them each year.  

A lot of them were medics and indeed some of our lads were treated by them, before being 

flown home from the many conflicts we have been involved in. It is nice to see the young 

Ladies wearing their medals, some had six or seven medals. 
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Branch Meetings. 

Branch meetings will take place on the third Saturday of the month.We will be meeting at 

the Duck Inn unless we agree to a change and have notified you in advance through the 

Newsletter. 

The dates for the remainder of this year will be as follows  -   15th July,  19th August,          

16th September, 21st October, 18th November.  

Our Christmas Lunch will be held on the 9th of December at the Duck on the  Hagley Road in 

Edgbaston, Birmingham.     

 

Please try and join us if you can, or maybe we could come to your area. All we need is a 

restaurant that can take 12 or so members and Wives and Free car parking, if you can get 

that organised let me know and we will try to work out a date. 

 

 

R.A.F Regiment Ties 

I have now received a new stockof the ties. 

There are two new R.AF Regt ties, one in 

Silk and one in Polyester 

Both of the ties are of a longer length 63” or 

160 cm. 

The Silk tie is £20 

The Polyester tie is £13 

I do have some of the Silk multi colour tiesin 

stock, these a slightly shorter at 56” or 142 

cm 

The cost of these is £17. 

Post an packing will be £1.50. 

I can fit two ties in for the same postage. 
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 The Plaque is new for this year and cost,s  

£7.50 + £2.00 P & P. It is 4 inches high and 3 ¼ 

inches wide, the Crest is made of Pewter and 

was cast in the Jewellery Quarter in 

Birmingham,  it has a cut out section on the 

rear for wall mounting.

I have just had these Blazer Badges 

produced by the company that make our Ties and as you can see they are  an excellent 

design. They are hand embroidered with wire and Silk, and the Crown is padded out. The 

cost of the badge is just £12 plus £1.50 p&p. 
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Contact information. 

It would help with administration if all enquiries of any nature came through to me direct, I 

can then redirect the enquiry to the appropriate person and respond effectively to the 

query. You can contact me by phone 0121 429 5635  Mobile 07446555672 , on my email 

rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk. or by post to Tom Magee 11 Pavilion Avenue, Smethwick, West 

Midlands. B67 6LA. 

  

I will hopefully see you over the coming year. Take care, keep 

warm and if you are out and about, keep safe. 

 

Tom Magee,  

Branch Secretary / Treasurer. 
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