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Dear Readers. 

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
 It is most important that we remember the 
dangers that our young men and women serving 
on operations are all facing, so please remember 
the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  
Please send any donations you may wish to make, 
to the Branch Treasurer Tom Magee and he will 
pass them on to the right place.  We still need 
money for the injured lads and lassies so see what 
you can do.  It may be that due to the article that I 
published in last month�s newsletter, some of you 

might have got the wrong idea that we have 
stopped collecting money for our injured troops.  
Nothing could be further from the truth.  We have 
stopped collecting for the Military Ward Welfare 
Fund as it has plenty of money.  We are still 
collecting money for the further support of our 
injured troops.   
 However, it will be no good if we forget 
all about them after they leave Selly Oak Hospital 
or Headley Court, for those badly injured may 
need support and or assistance for the rest of their 
lives.  The Royal British Legion is the best option 
for this and this year our new Lord Mayor�s 

�Home for the Brave Appeal� is the best one for 

us to support this year.      
BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more. 
 

7th September Clive Cumber Woking Surrey 
9th September Spencer Wilcox Tipton West 

Midlands 
15th Sept Roy Thomas Sutton Coldfield West 

Midlands 
17th September Derek Trust BEM Torquay 

Devon 
23rd September James Patterson 
Wolverhampton West Midlands 

 

My Surprise Present 
 You have all seen the wonderful sets of 
solid oak crossed rifles that my pal Chris Steel 
created for me, for there are two of them mounted 
on our Field of Remembrance Wall in the RAF 
Regiment Memorial Garden. 
 

 

 They are carvings of the Crossed Rifles in 
the Astral Crown and marvellous carvings they 
are too.  Chris fitted the two sets of Crossed Rifles 
to the Field of Remembrance Wall for me and 
also carved the oak cross for me that he also fitted 
to the centre of the Field Of Remembrance Wall. 
 He carved a third set of the Crossed Rifles 
in the Astral Crown that he originally mounted for 
me within the NMA Visitor Centre, but when the 
Visitor Centre was modified, this set was taken 
down and so  I then gave it to the RAF Regiment 
Museum.   
 A fourth set was made for our Branch 
President Dave Gooding and this one was paid for 
by Dave himself.  Dave later presented this one to 
the RAF Regiment.  Then Chris carved a much 
larger solid oak RAF Regiment Badge for me and 
this one I also presented to the RAF Regiment 
Museum and has now been loaned by the 
Museum to the RAF Regiment Training Wing 
where it has pride of place in the entrance hall. 
 Then he carved two magnificent sets of 
Crossed Rifles, this time in a presentation form, 
the first one for a retirement gift for Air 
Commodore Peter Drissell on his retirement from 
the RAF Regiment, the second one, for a similar 
presentation gift to Air Commodore Steven 
Abbott on his retirement.   
 I had thought for some time that I would 
like to have a similar set of Crossed Rifles in the 
Astral Crown to mount in my home but after all 
the work that Chris had done for me I didn�t want 

to ask him to make yet another set for me. 
 However, some time ago we went to have 
lunch with Chris and his wife Jan at Bromsgrove 
Golf Club where Chris is a member.  Over lunch 
the conversation turned to Chris� hobby of oak 

carving and we talked for a while about the 
possibility of Chris carving a set of the Crossed 
Rifles for me. 
 Chris of course readily agreed but said that 
as he was fully committed it may take some time.  
I was happy with that for there was no hurry for a 
set for me.  Time went on and it went to the back 
of my mind to where I had almost forgotten about 
asking him.  Then last month Chris telephoned me 
with a suggestion that we had lunch again with 
him and his wife Jan.   
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 We readily agree for it was an opportunity 
to take Chris and Jan to our favourite pub whe
you are guaranteed to have first-class food and 
excellent real ale.  When Chris at Jan arrived 
our home we sat talking as there was plenty of 
time before our lunch booking and after a while 
Chris said; �by the way, I�ve bought something 

for you for a couple of quid from �Amazon
 As Chris is always buying off the internet 
it didn�t surprise me so he went out to his car and 
brought back a sealed cardboard box with 
Amazon printed all over it and handed it to me for 
me to open. 
 To my great surprise and even greater 
pleasure, I found that it was a presentation set of 
Crossed Rifles and what is more, it is the best one 
yet as Chris had also created the carved 
�Per Ardua� at the top and �RAF Regiment� at 

the bottom.  And here it is for you all to 
 

    

 What a wonderful gift it was
thank him enough and it now has �Pride of Place� 

in my home.  And what is more, he wouldn�t take 

anything for it � not even the couple of quid that 
he mentioned. 

RAF Regiment Books 
 I have had another book that mentions the 
RAF Regiment submitted to me by 
Branch member Roy Thomas.  It is titled 
�Growing into War� by Michael Gill
2005 by Sutton Books (ISBN 0
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Michael Gill is widely regarded as being one of 
the finest documentary film
twentieth century.  Working as a junior reporter, 
he experienced the Second World War at first 
hand when he and his family were bombed out of 
their Canterbury home in June 1942. 
 In August that year Michael joined the 
RAF and swiftly encountered the 
incomprehensible pettiness and rule
incongruities of service life. 
into the RAF Intelligence Branch, he was attached 
to a tactical bomber squadron in the build
D-Day and flew as an observer on operations over 
the devastated Normandy countryside. 
moved towards its awful conclusion, Michael 
journeyed to Holland and on into Germany with 
his unit, witnessing the final days of the war and 
its pathetic aftermath for ordinary Germans. 
 This beautifully observed memoir of the 
Second World War is head and shoulders above 
the many other accounts by those who did not 
fight the war 'at the sharp end', by virtue of 
Michael Gill's skilfully crafted narrati
believable characterisation of the people that 
inhabit its pages. 
 The book deta1ils 
writer and film maker M
Gill.  It is an account from his early life, his 
joining the RAF in the 
subsequent post war career. 
finished off by his wife after he was diagnosed 
with Altzeimers in 2000. 
 The book contains an interesting account 
of the RAF Regiment in action in early December 
1944.  It is a brief reference and can be found
page 267.  The action took place in the German 
village of Wulfrath and initially involved Gill and 
the German civilian police and Polish robber 
gangs looting their way through a war torn 
Germany.  
 The author mentions the entrance to the 
RAF Regiments quarters guarded by a broad 
Yorkshire man and the sending in of 
RAF Regiment Sergeant.
was the soldiers the policemen and Gill were okay 
but the bandit that was captured was tried by the 
military in Mettmann and then execut
anyone else have knowledge or reference of this 
incident.   

Our Days Out 
 There�s a lot of England that 
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There�s a lot of England that Valerie and I 
have not yet seen and one of our objectives is to 
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see as much of it as we can on days out.  Last 
month we went as far afield as Greenwich in 
London, Chirk Castle in North Wales and Bury St 
Edmunds in Suffolk, but even though Greenwich 
and Chirk Castle were marvellous, the one we 
enjoyed most of all was our visit to Bury St 
Edmunds. 
 On my visits to RAF Honington and RAF 
Barnham in the past, I have driven through Bury 
St Edmunds many times and since then, I have 
often wondered what this town was like, so that�s 

why I included it in our list of places to visit.  It�s 
a fairly long drive for a day out and I was a little 
apprehensive that it might have been a waste of 
our time but to our delight and surprise, it is a 
great little town and with its centrepiece of the 
Abbey Gardens an absolute delight to see. 
 Birmingham used to be famous for its 
splendid parks but with vandalism and council 
cutbacks, sadly many of them are now no more 
than stretches of grassland but the flowerbeds in 
the Abbey Gardens in Bury St Edmunds were 
wonderful.  We would have liked to sit on one of 
the many benches around the flower beds to fully 
appreciate them but it was no wonder that all of 
them were fully occupied with people enjoying 
the view. 
 In addition, everyone seemed to be very 
friendly and indeed, on one occasion as we were 
about to enter St Edmundsbury Cathedral, we got 
into conversation with a local couple and he 
proved to be an absolute mine of information 
about the town and Abbey�s history.   
 As well as all that, it was market day and 
as the town also had many individual shops, 
Valerie was happy too.  It was a great day out and 
I can recommend Bury St Edmonds to anyone 
looking for somewhere different to visit. 
Carterton: retired RAF personnel to 
help honour UK's new repatriation base 
By Andrew Hough, published in The 
Telegraph on Saturday 27th August 2011 
  A large number of retired RAF who live in 
Carterton will now likely make repatriations as 
memorable as those in Wootton Bassett as it 
prepares to become the base for defence 
repatriations.  The West Oxfordshire town has 
about 15,000 residents, many of whom are either 
employed at the nearby RAF base at Brize Norton 
or are retired service personnel.  It is one of the 
county�s newest towns and officials say its 

location make it easy for the bodies of fallen 

soldiers to be transported to John Radcliffe 
Hospital, in Oxford, where they will be subject to 
post mortems.  The town, established in 1900 by 
William Carter, a building company director, was 
originally an area for farmland.  It is now known 
as being the home to RAF Brize Norton, which is 
the largest station in Britain and the force�s main 

transport base.  Built in 1935, the base became 
home immediately following the Second World 
War to the United State Air Force�s bomber wings 

before the RAF returned in 1965. 
 Brize Norton is now the largest employer 
in the area while there are many retired RAF 
personnel in permanent residence.  �The presence 

of the Royal Air Force is extremely important to 
the local economy, being the largest employer in 
the area,� a Carterton Town council spokesman 
said. 
 Brize Norton is considered the �nerve 

centre� of the RAF�s air transport capabilities.  It 
provides training for parachutists � it is known for 
having the best Parachute Training School � and 
conducts trials including air dropping operations.  
�The Station is as busy as ever, being home to the 

entire RAF AAR fleet and Strategic AT fleets,� a 

Ministry of Defence spokesman said.  �Aircraft 

depart 24 hours a day, 7 days a week on 
worldwide operations, and any world hot spot or 
crisis invariably sees the arrival of VC10s, 
TriStars or C-17s from RAF Brize Norton.  �In 

the future, as in the past, RAF Brize Norton will 
continue to play its part on the world stage, 
providing support and relief wherever it is most 
needed.� 
 With the base now being the main 
repatriation hub, locals and officials have vowed 
to continue paying tribute to fallen serviceman 
and women.  The Rev (Wing Commander) David 
Edgar, senior chaplain at RAF Brize Norton, said 
the purpose-built centre had a number of different 
rooms serving different purposes, including one 
exclusively for families of the fallen and one for 
senior military representatives who attend the 
repatriation ceremonies.  He added; 
 "There's also the chapel of rest in the 
centre and after the ceremony the coffins of the 
fallen are taken to that chapel and that's the first 
opportunity really that families have to get close 
to their loved ones and spend some time with 
them." 
 A bespoke centre has been built at the base 
in preparation for the return of repatriations on 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/journalists/andrew-hough/


 

 

September 1st as RAF Lyneham in Wiltshire 
closes. Servicemen and women killed on 
operations have been flown into Lyneham since 
April 2007 when Brize Norton was closed for 
runway repairs. 
Flag lowered on British town's tradition
of honouring Iraq and Afghanistan war 
dead 

 

 For four years, the town of Wootton 
Bassett has honoured the Afghanistan and Iraq 
war dead who were brought home via Royal Air 
Force Lyneham.  With the base's closure, another 
town will now take up the tradition.
became a familiar backdrop to the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan here: funeral processions slowly 
creeping through the market town of Wootton 
Bassett, met by a silent, dignified line of residents, 
heads bowed. 
 As the coffins, draped in Union
passed through the main street, flags of veteran 
groups were lowered, and grieving relatives threw 
flowers in the hearses� path.  The parades marking 
the repatriation of war casualties galvanized the 
nation.  What began as an informal ceremony four
years ago when a handful of local residents 
paused to honour two deceased soldiers in coffins 
passing through the Wiltshire town, has become a 
living memorial for British servicemen and 
women who have died in the two wars. 
 Despite not being officially organized, the 
repatriations soon attracted thousands of people, 
many from outside the area � giving a very public 
face to those who died in war and making it 
uncomfortable for politicians grappling with a 
lack of support for the wars.  But on 31
after four years and 167 repatriation processions, 
the tradition in Wootton Bassett will officially 
come to a close.  The ceremonies are ending 
because nearby Royal Air Force Lyneham, where 
the bodies were flown into for the 40
the coroner�s office in Oxford, is closing.
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 Now bodies will be flown into RAF Brize 
Norton and brought to Oxford through the town of 
Carterton, which plans to continue the tradition.
 The flag-lowering, marking the closure of 
RAF Lyneham, will be especially poignant 
former town mayor and soldier Percy Miles, who 
was among the handful of people who unwittingly 
started the tradition four years ago.
 �I was mayor at the time and we had a call 

to say two bodies were coming through, so I went 
and got changed and put my mayoral chains on. 
A few of us stood in silence as the coffins went 
past.  We spoke about it at the next Royal British 
Legion meeting and what we could do for the next 
ones.  I got in touch with RAF Lyneham and we 
told others when they were hap
from there.� 
 On the day of a repatriation, shops would 
shut as the procession drove slowly through the 
town, led by a police escort and undertaker on 
foot.  It wasn�t until 2009, two years later, that the 

ceremonies drew media attention
for Wootton Bassett. 
Obama said the processions typified "the best of 
British character." 
 But residents say the compliments are 
unwarranted. �It�s just what we do in Wootton 

Bassett.  As a market town we�re used to 

welcoming people and looking after them so when 
these servicemen started coming through, we 
naturally wanted to pay our respects," says Rev. 
Canon Thomas Woodhouse, vicar of the local 
church St. Bartholomew�s and chaplain of the 

local Royal British Legion.
coverage we�ve received is a bit embarrassing 

really because what we�re doing costs nothing or 

takes up too much time.�
 Mayor Paul Heaphy, who will conduct 
tonight�s ceremony with the Reverend 

Woodhouse, added, �It�s one hour every so often.

We didn�t plan it and they�re not organized, but 

the ceremonies have acted as a kind of vessel for 
Wootton Bassett � and indeed the nation 
their respects for the servicemen who died for our 
country.  I�ve spoken to families of the deceased, 

usually when they return to the town later, and I 
know they are grateful for the recognition of their 
sons � they haven�t been forgotten, if you like."

 The town itself will shortly become 
"Royal Wootton Bassett", by order of the Queen, 
in recognition of its efforts to honour the UK's 
war dead. 

Now bodies will be flown into RAF Brize 
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News of the RAF Regiment 
 British Special Forces troops are on the 
ground in Libya helping in the search for Gaddafi, 
who has a £1million �dead or alive� bounty on his 

head.  As well as the SAS, our most secretive 
military unit the Special Reconnaissance 
Regiment (SRR) is in Libya trying to find him.  
The SRR is a spin-off of 14 Intelligence Company 
who honed their close observation skills in 
Northern Ireland. 
 The SRR is a Special Forces regiment of 
the British Armed Forces.  It was established on 
6th April 2005 and is part of the United Kingdom 
Special Forces (UKSF) under command Director 
Special Forces, alongside the Special Air Service 
(SAS), Special Boat Service (SBS) and the 
Special Forces Support Group (SFSG). 
 The SRR was formed to meet a demand 
for a special reconnaissance capability identified 
in the Strategic Defence Review New Chapter.  
The regiment conducts a wide range of classified 
activities related to covert surveillance and 
reconnaissance.  The SRR draws its personnel 
from existing units and can recruit volunteers 
from serving male and female members of all the 
United Kingdoms Armed Forces but as we all 
know, many of them are former members of the 
RAF Regiment. 
 A military insider said: �British special 

forces are watching entry and exit points of places 
of interest with the whereabouts of Gaddafi very 
much in mind.  Gaddafi�s continued liberty is 

proving to be very costly in terms of the lives of 
both sides and in terms of the Nato and rebel 
effort to get rid of him.  His death or capture is 
what is needed so that Libya can begin the road to 
recovery.� 
 Personnel of the SRR retain the uniforms 
of their parent organisations with the addition of 
an 'emerald grey' coloured beret and the SRR cap 
badge.  The cap badge shares Excalibur (the 
sword of King Arthur) in common with the other 
Special Forces units, in the case of the SRR 
placed behind a Corinthian helmet surmounting a 
scroll inscribed RECONNAISSANCE.  The 
stable belt of the SRR is similar in style to that of 
the SAS, however is darker in appearance, being 
Midnight Blue in colour. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

Our Family Visit to the NMA 

 On Thursday 25th August Valerie and I 
took our grandchildren to the NMA for strangely, 
in the fourteen years since 1997 that we have been 
closely involved with the NMA, we have never 
taken our children or grandchildren to see it.  
Needless to say they all enjoyed the visit, 
particularly of course, to see for the first time, the 
RAF Regiment Memorial Garden. 
 With Ron still on sick leave, we didn�t 

know how the Garden would look.  I don�t know 

who is looking after the Garden now but whoever 
it is has done a sterling job for everything was in 
apple pie order.  The flags seemed to be new ones, 
all the benches seemed to be freshly varnished and 
the garden itself was very tidy. 
 With all the new memorials that have been 
installed in the recent past, we decided to treat 
ourselves to a trip on the road train for it has a 
recorded running commentary as it is driven 
slowly around the NMA.  It was well worth it for 
it introduced our grandchildren to a different 
perspective of it all and it enabled Valerie and I to 
see several new memorials without having to walk 
around the entire area. 
 It tickled my sense of humour however as 
the road train passed the RAF Regiment Memorial 
Garden for the commentary said that the tee 
shaped paved area was put in to represent airfield 
runways as one of the RAF Regiment�s duties was 

to guard RAF airfields but the design of the paved 
area had nothing to do with that at all. 
 When the Birmingham Branch first 
decided to pave part of the Garden, we decided to 
have a path joining the entrance to the Memorial 
so that visitors could walk up to the Memorial 
stone to view it.  Then we decided to have a 
flagpole to enable us to fly the RAF Ensign and 
we decided to place it to the left of the Memorial 
stone. 
 At a later stage, when we decided to have 
another flagpole to enable us to fly the Union 
Flag, we decided to position it at the same 
distance from the Memorial stone but on the right 
hand side.  Then we decided to pave the area 
between both flagpoles to make, with the entrance 
pathway, a paved tee shaped paved area.  And that 
was it for the paved area just �grew like Topsy�. 
 However, the description on the recorded 
commentary is a good one and does indeed fit in 
nicely with the ethos of the NMA, that everything 
in the NMA has another meaning.  For example, 
the four corner plots each have four Prunous 



 

 

Amanogawa (Japanese Flowering Cherry) trees 
planted in them.  They are a narrow upright 
deciduous tree ideal for restricted spaces.  Many 
of the trees in the National Memorial Arboretum 
have been selected for their relevance to the 
memorials around them and these were selected to 
relate to the Rapier Missiles then in service with 
the RAF Regiment.   
 After the road train ride we made a 
particular point of taking the children to see the 
Armed forces Memorial and the F
Prisoners of War (FEPOW) Building and I was 
quite surprised to see how the older ones became 
more thoughtful as we progressed.   
 Indeed, they spent so much time in the
FEPOW Building that I eventually left them to it 
and went to sit on one of the benches outside.
And during the car ride home I had to answer 
many questions about it all. 
 I know that many, many schools take 
children to the NMA but none of our 
grandchildren had been on such a school trip and 
it occurred to me that much more should b
to involve schools in the NMA.  Of course this 
may he happening but not apparently with our 
local schools.  
A Walk in the Park: National Memorial 
Arboretum by Graham Young, Birmingham 
Mail Aug 26 2011 
 The popular perception is that the National 
Memorial Arboretum is a place to remember those 
who gave up their lives in wartime and other 
conflicts.  And you wouldn�t be wrong to think 

that, especially as it records how our brave 
servicemen and women have seen action in 45 
different conflicts since the Second World War.
 Military groups represented include 
COFEPOW � The Children (and Families) of the 
Far East Prisoners of War � and SSAFA, the 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families 
Association.  Scores of other memorials include 
the Normandy Veterans and the Suez Veterans.
 Many others are likely to take you by 
surprise with their variety, from the British 
Nuclear Test Veterans to the International 
Military Music Society, Fire and Rescue Services, 
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution and St 
John Ambulance Memorial.  There�s also a 

garden for the Stillbirth and Neonatal Death 
Society (Sands).  Yet this site has even more to 
offer.  Created from a former quarry donated by 
Lafarge � which continues to operate on 
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There�s also a 

garden for the Stillbirth and Neonatal Death 
Yet this site has even more to 

Created from a former quarry donated by 
which continues to operate on 

neighbouring land � it�s also the coun

growing park.  Planting only began in 1997, prior 
to the Duchess of Kent opening the arboretum on 
May 16, 2001, but the 150
home to more than 50,000 maturing trees.
 We return every two years and, as well as 
being deeply moved, are always fascinated to see 
how it is growing.  A sign currently insists there 
should be no smoking anywhere on the site 
because of the tinder
adjacent River Tame still seems to be full, with 
plenty of wild flowers and weeds
butterflies and moths.  
Sunday, I heard the remarkably apt sound of a 
trumpet from the other end of the site.
professional trumpeter for 27 years, John Barker 
(www.johnbarkertrumpet.com) visits twice a 
week in summer and stands next to the chapel.
 Admission to the arboretum is free and 
facilities include a cafe, gift shop, land train with 
audio guide, children�s wood and playground.

Welsh Cavalry memorial unveil
at NMA 

 

 On Sunday 2th July, a
from Welsh slate was dedicated to soldiers from a 
regiment known as The Welsh Cavalry at the 
National Memorial Arboretum
members of the 1st The Queen's Dragoon Guards 
were at the service in Staffordshire.

it�s also the country�s fastest 

Planting only began in 1997, prior 
to the Duchess of Kent opening the arboretum on 
May 16, 2001, but the 150-acre site is already 
home to more than 50,000 maturing trees. 

We return every two years and, as well as 
moved, are always fascinated to see 

A sign currently insists there 
should be no smoking anywhere on the site 
because of the tinder-dry conditions. Yet the 
adjacent River Tame still seems to be full, with 
plenty of wild flowers and weeds encouraging 

  As I was walking here on 
Sunday, I heard the remarkably apt sound of a 
trumpet from the other end of the site.  A 
professional trumpeter for 27 years, John Barker 
(www.johnbarkertrumpet.com) visits twice a 

r and stands next to the chapel. 
Admission to the arboretum is free and 

facilities include a cafe, gift shop, land train with 
audio guide, children�s wood and playground. 

Welsh Cavalry memorial unveiled 

On Sunday 2th July, a memorial made 
as dedicated to soldiers from a 

regiment known as The Welsh Cavalry at the 
National Memorial Arboretum and nearly 200 
members of the 1st The Queen's Dragoon Guards 
were at the service in Staffordshire.   
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 Colleagues who have died on duty since 
World War II are honoured on the memorial by 
the regiment which recruits soldiers from Wales.  
It has been paid for by members of the comrades 
association. 
 The three-and-a-half tonne slate memorial 
is in the form of a standing stone that is 12ft 
(3.7m) tall.  It also pays tribute to soldiers killed 
while serving the regiment's predecessors - the 1st 
King's Dragoon Guards and the Bays (2nd 
Dragoon Guards).  The slate was donated by the 
Inigo Jones Quarry in Blaenau Ffestiniog in 
Gwynedd and dressed and carved by Mossfords 
Memorial Stonemasons of Cardiff. 
 The Welsh Transport Regt RLC moved it 
to the site and helped with placing it in position. 

Service in honour of Army 
Apprentices  
 A new national memorial to The Army 
Apprentice was dedicated at a special ceremony at 
the National Memorial Arboretum on 7th 
September.  The Old Boys Associations of the 
former Arborfield, Carlisle, Chepstow and 
Harrogate schools have joined together to plan, 
design and build the memorial to all Army 
Apprentices who were trained as soldier-
tradesmen and who served worldwide in peace 
and war. 
 The memorial, which incorporates the 
motto �Remember with Pride�, is engraved with 

the Army Apprentice school badge and HM The 
Queen�s crown.  The symbols of the cross and the 

crown stand respectively for Character and 
Loyalty.  Four granite benches surround the 
memorial, each inscribed with the name of one of 
the four main Army Apprentice schools. 
 The Army Apprentice Scheme ran from 
1923 to 2004 and trained more than 70,000 soldier 
tradesmen for the technical corps of the British 
Army � 50,000 of who passed through the four 
main schools.   Young men who started as young 
as 14 years old have gone on to serve in every 
conflict since the First World War, including 
Afghanistan.    The incredible story of the Army 
Apprentices challenges stereotypes.  The shared 
experience of education, training and comradeship 
enabled a significant majority of the boys to go on 
and achieve notable careers in the services, 
commerce and industry.  In fact, a number of 
former Army Apprentices went on to become 
Generals, and many received awards for gallantry 
in all areas of operation worldwide.  

 Major Gordon Bonner (Retd), Honorary 
Secretary of the Memorial Steering Committee, 
said �Those of us who had the privilege of serving 
as Army Apprentices gained an education for life.  
This memorial is a fitting tribute to those friends 
and colleagues with whom we served and to those 
who gave their lives in the service of this 
country.� 
 He went on to explain: �Although Army 

Apprentice training in the British Army has now 
ceased, young men have the opportunity to join 
the Army�s Technical Corps, starting their careers 

as Apprentice Tradesmen at the Apprentices 
Foundation College in Winchester�. 

Future Events at the NMA 
Saturday 17th September 2011 
 On Saturday 17th September at 11.30 a.m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and at the Ulster Ash 
Grove, the Northern Ireland Veterans' Association 
will hold their annual service of Remembrance.  
Following the service, members will form up and 
march to the Ulster Ash Grove.   
 For further information contact: D 
Parkinson on <tootles.thetaxi@yahoo.co.uk> or 
see the website: <www.nivets.org>. 
Sunday 18th September 2011 
 On Sunday 18th September in the 
Millennium Avenue, for performances at 11.30am 
and 2.30pm for approximately 20 minutes each, 
the Royal British Legion's Leicestershire & 
Rutland Pipe Band will visit the Arboretum to 
perform for our visitors.  Listen to the skirl of the 
pipes as they run through a selection of popular 
Scottish tunes.  For further information:  Anders 
Hobson (Band Secretary) on 07504 578863 or 
<secretary@lrcpipeband.co.uk ? 
Saturday 24th September 2011 
 On Saturday 24th September at 12.30 p.m., 
on-site at the Allied Special Forces Grove, the 
Allied Special Forces Association will dedicate 
the Vera Atkins memorial seat remembering the 
women of the Special Operations Executive who 
lost their lives during WWII.  For further 
information contact:  Mike Colton (Secretary) on 
07929 118598 or <mikecolton@hotmail.com> or 
at <www.memorialgrove.org.uk >. 
Saturday 1st October 2011 
 On Saturday 1st October at 11.45 a.m. 
onsite, the Royal Naval Engineers' Benevolent 
Society (RNEBS) will hold a dedication service 
for their new memorial.  For further information 
contact Chris Heaver (RNEBS Managing 
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Secretary) on 01752 342 547 or 
<chris.c.heaver@blueyonder.co.uk> or at 
<www.rnebs.co.uk>. 
Sat 1st October 2011 to Mon 31st October 2011 
 In October the UK Armed Services will 
have been active in Afghanistan for 10 years, to 
mark this occasion a photographic exhibition 
supported by The Royal British Legion will be 
held in the Long Gallery in the visitor Centre.   
 A photojournalist�s journey back to the 

frontline - a photographic record of three weeks in 
Afghanistan by Sean Power, an ex-Royal Marine, 
who spent three weeks embedded with one of the 
forward line fighting regiments in Afghanistan 
 This exhibition is an honest portrayal of 
the front line in Afghanistan, from the perspective 
of someone who understands and has experienced 
modern warfare.  Sean Power served in 40 
Commando Royal Marines between 2002 and 
2007, completed operational tours in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Sierra Leone, and left as a 
Corporal.  His empathy and sincerity is clearly 
discernible in these special photographs.  
 Time from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with the last 
admissions at 4.30 p.m.  There will be no fixed 
charge but donations will be appreciated.  
Saturday 1 October 2011 
 The fourth annual Ride to the Wall, when 
thousands ride their motorcycles to the Arboretum 
to remember those lost since World War II, will 
take place on Saturday 1st October 2011.  Venue: 
beside the Armed Forces Memorial.  It will be an 
all day event.  Service time to be confirmed.  For 
further information contact: Martin Dickinson 
(Founder of RTTW) on 07740 871983 or by email 
at <martinpdickinson@aol.com>.  Website 
<www.rttw.org>.  Please note: The car-park will 
be closed but there will be a free Park and Ride 
service from nearby Catton Hall (approx 2 miles). 
Sunday 9th October 2011 
 On Sunday 9th October from 11.00 a.m. 
onsite at the National Service Obelisk, Armed 
Forces and RAF Association memorials, the 
National Service (RAF) Association will hold 
short wreath laying ceremonies and a parade.   
 The parade with be led by the RAF Halton 
Pipe Band.  For further information contact Neil 
Trotter, Ceremonial Committee Member and 
Parade Marshal, on 01472 233919 or at 
<costa.rei@ntlworld.com>. 
 
 

Friday 14th October 
 On Friday 14th October at 1.30 p.m. in the 
Millennium Chapel, the RAF Air Loadmaster 
Association will hold a service of Remembrance 
to dedicate their new memorial.  For further 
information contact:  Derek Smith (Deputy 
Chairman) on 01538 306 243 or by e-mail at 
derekandrosemary@live.co.uk. 
Friday 11th November 2011 
 The annual Armistice Day Service of 
Remembrance will be held on the Armed Forces 
Memorial on Friday 11th November.  Venue: 
Armed Forces Memorial.  Time: Provisional 
10.30am.  Due to expected visitor numbers we 
suggest visitors allow ample journey time.   
 A limited number of tickets will be 
allocated for this special outdoor service.  The 
tickets are not transferrable.  Details of how to 
apply for a ticket will be available from 1 
September 2011.  All other visitors on the day are 
most welcome to join the service from the Visitor 
Centre.  No seating will be provided in this area.  
The Armed Forces Memorial will be closed to 
non-ticket holders until early afternoon.   
 Car park: Arrangements to be confirmed.  
For more information call 01283 792 333 or email 
<info@thenma.org.uk >.  Please note: All 
arrangements at present at provisional and subject 
to change.   
Sunday 13th November 2011 
 Remembrance Sunday is commemorated 
each year at the National Memorial Arboretum.  
In 2011 it falls on Sunday 13th November, after 
Armistice Day.  Join us for our special outdoor 
commemorative service beside the Visitor Centre 
(no seating will be provided).  
 Time: At present arrangements are 
provisional, however the service is expected to 
commence around 10.45am.  The parade will 
form up to start from the Millennium Shelter at 
12pm � standards welcome.   Cost: The event is 
open to all � no booking required, however 
donations are welcomed.   
 Car parking arrangements are yet to be 
confirmed.  Due to expected visitor numbers we 
suggest visitors allow ample journey time.  For 
additional information please contact 01283 792 
333, or email <info@thenma.org.uk >.  Please 
note: All arrangements at present at provisional 
and subject to change.  
 
 

mailto:martinpdickinson@aol.com
mailto:derekandrosemary@live.co.uk


10 
 

 

Sunday 13th November 2011 
 On Sunday 13th November at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the Allied Special Forces Grove, the 
Allied Special Forces Association will hold a 
service of Remembrance and open the newly 
constructed sun room.  For further information 
contact Mike Colton (Secretary) on 07929 118598 
or at <mikecolton@hotmail.com>. 
 

******************** 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT 
SECRETARY 

DEATHS: 
 HUFFEN RONALD. Founder Member.   
Former RAF Regt LAC Ronald HUFFEN, born 
19 May 22, died on 27 Jul 11 aged 89.  He 
enlisted in 1942 and served in Palestine and 
Norway.  No other Service details are available at 
this time.  He was a member of the 
Nottinghamshire and Derby Branch of the RAF 
Regt Assoc.  The funeral was held on 9 Aug 11 in 
Mansfield.  He is survived by his wife, Margaret, 
of 44 Dajestorth Road, Sutton in Ashfield, 
Nottinghamshire NG17 3AA, to whom the Corps 
extends its sincere condolences. 
 HARRIS IVAN.  Former RAF Regt 
JNCO Ivan T HARRIS, born 16 Sep 21, died on 5 
Jul 11 aged 89.  He enlisted on 22 Apr 41 and was 
demobilised on 29 Sep 46.  No service details are 
available.  The funeral took place in slough on 19 
Jul 11.  He is survived by his wife, Edna, of 19 
Pelling Close, Cookham Rise, Berkshire SL6 
9NF, to whom the Corps extends its sincere 
condolences. 
 WILSON GERRY MC.  Wg Cdr G J 
(Gerry) Wilson MC RAF (Retd), born 14 Aug 26, 
died on 23 Aug 11, aged 85, after a long and 
debilitating illness.  He was commissioned into 
the RAF on 17 Jul 47 and became one of a few 
RAF Regt offrs who were seconded to the 
General Duties (Flying) branch where he served 
as a pilot and wore the brevet.  He served in Aden 
with the 2 Coy, Aden Protectorate Levies (APL), 
where he won the MC for bravery during actions 
in Aug-Sep 59.  He was promoted to wg cdr on 1 
Jan 71, when he was appointed the Chief 

Instructor at the RAF Regt Depot Catterick.  He 
retired from the RAF on 14 Aug 84.   
 The funeral took place at 1400 on Fri 2 
Sep 11 at All Saints� Church at Winterslow, 

Wiltshire, SP5 1RE.  He is survived by his wife, 
Molly, of 18 Maple Drive, Firsdown, Winterslow, 
Salisbury SP5 1SY, to whom the Corps extends 
its sincere condolences. 
NEW NOTICES: 
IMPORTANT: NEW EMAIL ADDRESS FOR 
REGTL SEC 
 Please note that the Regtl Sec has a new 
Internet Email address - HON-
HQRAFRegtSec@mod.uk - with immediate 
effect and that any Emails sent to the old address 
from 12.00 on Thu 28 Jul 11 will not have been 
received. 
RAF REGT OFFICERS� DINNER CLUB � 
ANNUAL DINNER 2011 
 As announced previously, the annual 
dinner of the RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club will 

take place at the Royal Automobile Club in Pall 
Mall, London, on Fri 4 Nov 11.  While the 
deadline for places was 1 Aug, there are still a 
small number of places available and those still 
wishing to attend should contact the Regtl Sec at 
(Email) HON-RAFRegtSec@mod.uk for the 
Calling Note and Application Form as soon as 
possible to secure a place.  
 A new painting � commemorating the 90th 
Anniversary of the formation of the RAF 
Armoured Car Companies in 1921 will be 
unveiled that night.  The Guest of Honour will be 
Air Chf Mshl Sir Simon Bryant, CinC Air Comd.  
A Reserve List will be operated once all the 
places are taken. 
1 SQN RAF REGT STANDARD 
PRESENTATION - UPDATE 
 It is now planned to present a new 
Standard to 1 Sqn RAF Regt on Wed 2 Nov 11, 
the day before their Friends & Families Day on 
Thu 3 Nov 11.  Further details will be issued in 
due course, but senior Corps staff and former Sqn 
members may wish to make a note in their diaries.  
The Sqn will celebrate its 90th Anniversary on 19 
Nov 11. 
COMMANDANT GENERAL�S 

COMMENDATIONS � 2011 � FINAL CALL 
 Following its very successful 
implementation in 2009, the CG's 
Commendations for the year 2010-11 will be 
awarded in Sep 11.  The Award of a CG�s 

mailto:HON-HQRAFRegtSec@mod.uk
mailto:HON-RAFRegtSec@mod.uk
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Commendation is intended to recognize those 
who serve or support the Corps in an outstanding 
fashion and who would not normally be covered 
by the State Awards or Joint Service and RAF 
Commanders' Commendation schemes; therefore, 
serving members are not eligible for nomination. 
 The 2011 Awards year covers the period 
from 1 Aug 10 to 31 Jul 11.  Nominations will 
only be accepted on the official nomination form 
(both electronic and hard-copy versions are 
available), obtainable from the Regtl Sec.  
 All nominations must be initiated by a 
suitable Sponsor and supported by one other 
individual.  Sponsors or supporting signatories 
may not be related to the nominated individual.  
In the case of a RAF Regiment Association 
nomination, one of the signatories should be an 
Assoc National or Branch executive.  
 Nominations must be submitted to the 
Regtl Sec by no later than 1 Sep 11.  Late 
submissions will not be accepted.  It is vital that 
all nominations remain in confidence and 
nominees are not to be made aware of their 
nomination.  Full details and conditions are 
contained in the nomination form pack.  
RAF ARMOURED CAR COMPANIES� 90

TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
 A Commemorative Service to celebrate 
the 90th Anniversary of the formation of the RAF 
Armoured Car Companies in 1921 will be held at 
the RAF Central Church of St Clement Danes, 
London, at 11.00 on Fri 18 Nov 11.  Further 
details will be issued shortly but available RAF 
FP Force Elements will be required to support the 
event to varying degrees.  RAF ACC and Corps 
veterans are invited to attend, but are asked wait 
for the published details before contacting the 
Regtl Sec. 
63 SQN RAF REGT REUNION 
 The 2012 Reunion of the 63 Sqn 
RAF Regt �Assoc� will be held at the Union Jack 

Club in London on Fri 15 Jun 12, starting at 
14.00.  Further details including costs etc may be 
obtained from the organizer, WO Alan Wanbon at 
UKJSU, Ramstein Airbase, BFPO 109, or by 
emailing: Alan.Wanbon@airn.nato.int. 
EMAIL TRAFFIC DISRUPTION AT RAF 
HONINGTON 
 RAF Honington is currently undergoing a 
migration of one Information Technology (IT) 
system to another, a process that will carry on into 
mid-Aug 11. During this time, some incoming 

Emails may be lost and, if a timely response is not 
received to any Email sent to Honington during 
the period, alternative follow-up action should be 
considered. 
RAF REGT GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS - 2011 
The following results were achieved at the RAF 
Regt Golf Soc�s Annual Championships: 
2011 RAF Regt Champion - Flt Lt Nick Beer 
(RAF Cranwell) 
2011 Runner Up - Mr Scott Millington (Wg Cdr 
Retd) 
Division A Net Champion - Sgt Muddy Waters 
(RAF Honington) 
Division B Net Champion - FS Macca 
MacDonald (RAF Cranwell) 
Division C Net Champion - Mr John Pritchard 
(FS Retd) 
Longest Drive day 1 - Flt Lt Nick Beer (RAF 
Cranwell) 
Longest Drive Day 2 - Mr Paul Finley 
Nearest Pin Day 1 - Cpl Billy Coleman (RAF 
Halton) 
Nearest Pin Day 2 - FS Terry Stephenson (RAF 
Honington) 
- RAF Regt Match Results 2011 
RAF Regt v RAF Police          Lost 9 ½ - 2 ½  
RAF Regt v Royal Artillery      Cancelled 
 For more information regarding the RAF 
Regt Golf Society, please contact Sgt Muddy 
Waters (Society Captain), at RAF Honington on 
(Mil) 95991 7813 or (BT) 01359 237813 or Email 
at HON-TrgWgRTSBRACSNCO02@mod.uk .  
RAF REGT RUGBY LEAGUE SUCCESS 
CONTINUES 
 The RAF Regt RL Team beat the Army�s 

Adjutant General�s Corps (AGC) at Worthy 

Down on 6 Jul 11.  The final score was AGC RL 
14 � 64 RAF Regt RL, with the Man of The 
Match being SAC Rutter of 34 Sqn RAF Regt.  
This continues a recent run of success that 
includes: RAF Regt RL 36 � 32 RAF �A� RL and 

RM RL 23 � 24 RAF Regt RL.  
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
* Provisional Dates 
18 Sep Laying up of 63 Sqn RAF Regt Standard 
(St Clement Danes, London)  
21 Sep RAF Regt Golf Soc 4-Way Match 
(Greetham Valley GC) 
24 Sep 504 Sqn RAuxAF Freedom Parade 
(Ashfield, East Midlands) 
30 Sep- 3 Oct RAF Regt Assoc AGM and Annual 
Reunion (Charlton Kings, Cheltenham) 

mailto:Alan.Wanbon@airn.nato.int
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5-6 Oct Regt WOs Conference (Def CBRN 
Centre, Winterbourne Gunner). 
6-7 Oct Regt Snr Offrs Conference (Def CBRN 
Centre, Winterbourne Gunner). 
27-28 Oct RAF Armd Car Assoc Autumn 
Reunion (Morley Hayes, Derby) 
2 Nov 1 Sqn RAF Regt Standard Presentation  
(RAF Honington) � note date change from 3 Nov. 
3 Nov 1 Sqn RAF Regt 90th Anniversary 
Families� Day (RAF Honington) 
4 Nov RAF Regt Offrs' Dinner Club Annual 
Dinner 2011 (Royal Automobile Club, London) 
10 Nov Garden of Remembrance (Westminster 
Abbey, London) 
13 Nov Remembrance Day (Nationwide)  
18 Nov RAF ACC 90th Anniversary 
Commemoration Service (St Clement Danes) 
19 Dec - 90th Birthday of 1 ACC / 1 Sqn RAF 
Regt.  
2012 
26 Jan Presentation of new 58 Sqn RAF Regt Std. 
1 Feb 70th Anniversary of the Formation of the 
RAF Regt. 
2 Feb RAF Regt Operational Review (RAF 
Honington). 
3 Feb RAF Regt 70th Anniversary 
Commemoration Service (Bury St Edmunds).  
3 Feb Corps Officers� Briefing and Corps 

Formation Dinner 2012 (RAF Honington). 
7 Apr 90th Birthday of 2 ACC / II Sqn RAF Regt. 
11-14 May RAF Regt Assoc Spring Social (Nidd 
Hall, Nr Harrogate) 
12 May Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration (Catterick). 
4 Jun * Naming Ceremony (for those killed in 
2011) at the National Armed Forces' Memorial 
NMA Alrewas. 
8 Jun RAF Regt Offrs' Dinner Club Annual 
Reception 2012 (provisional date - tbc) 
15 Jun 63 Sqn RAF Regt Assoc Reunion 
(UnioJack Club, London). 
30 Jun UK Veterans' Day + RAF Regt Annual 
Memorial Commemoration NMA  
19 Jul II Sqn RAF Regt 90th Anniversary 
Families� Day (RAF Honington). 
1 Aug Centurion Journal 2012 - Article Deadline  
26 Oct RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner 2012 RAF Club London 
11 Nov Remembrance Day (Nationwide) 
2013 
31 Jan Corps Operational Review RAF 
Honington. 

1 Feb 71st Anniversary of the RAF Regt. 
1 * Feb Corps 71st Anniversary Commemoration 
Service Bury St Edmunds (Provisional). 
1 Feb RAF Regt Operational Review and Corps 
Formation Dinner 2013. 
11 May Annual RAF Regt Chapel  
Commemoration (provisional date, Catterick). 
28 Jun RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Ladies 

Dinner Night (Morley Hayes, nr Derby). 
29 Jun UK Armed Forces Day + RAF Regt 
Annual Memorial Commemoration (NMA 
Alrewas) 
8 Nov RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner 2013 (RAF Club, London). 
 

******************** 

Hey Guys � Free Money � Ha Ha 
 How would you like to have a share of 
$38,000,000.00 US Dollars?  And that at today�s 

rate of exchange is £23,400,400.00 in English 
money.  Well you can if a letter that I have just 
received from a Mr. Chung Wung Lee is anything 
to go by.  Of course there�s a little snag.  I have to 
send my investment to him first. 
 He claims to have bought government 
property in China very much cheaper that it is 
worth, due to inside information that he has 
obtained as a government official.  How much do 
you think I should send him?  Shall I have it all 
and invest the full amount?  After all he says that I 
should trust him as he is a family man with 
children.   
 Or maybe should I only send him a few 
quid for a much smaller slice of the pie?  Well if 
you are an utter fool and greedy as well you might 
just do that.  I don�t think I will though as you 

might just as well take your investment pound 
notes and set fire to them. 
 And of course there is a telephone number, 
a fax number and an e-mail address to write to but 
surprise, surprise, there isn�t an address.  How�s 

he going to get my money then I wonder?  No 
doubt if I was fool enough to contact him, he 
would give me an address to send it to that will be 
just an accommodation address.  Then when 
surprise, surprise, you get nothing back, there will 
be no one at the address to contact.  Well they say 
that there is one born every minute.   

Last Month�s Rioting 
Or � What did we expect?  
 For years everyone has known that the 
undisciplined youth of today have been out of 
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control having received no discipline from 
parents, schools, the penal system or the police, 
and many of us have been victims of mindless 
yobs ranging from foul verbal abuse to actual 
physical assault.  Now as wild gangs of youths 
burned homes, shops and cars and severely beat 
up anyone who tried to stop them, people tried to 
defend themselves.  This triggered a 5,000% 
increase in the purchase of baseball bats from 
Amazon on the internet.  
 This is a sad symbol of our approach to 
crime, with the system�s sympathy for offenders, 

the intolerance towards those that defend 
themselves and an unwillingness to pay for 
adequate crime control.  There has been justifiable 
concern about the causes of crime such as poverty 
and unemployment, but little understanding of the 
fact that some people prefer crime to working for 
a living and that deterrence must be taken 
seriously. 
 Victims of aggression who defend 
themselves or attempt to protect their property 
have been shown no such leniency.  Burglars who 
injured themselves breaking into houses have 
successfully sued homeowners for compensation.  
Last February, the police in Surrey told gardeners 
not to put wire mesh on their garden shed 
windows as burglars might hurt themselves when 
they break in. 
 If a homeowner protecting himself and his 
family injures an intruder beyond what the law 
considers �reasonable� he will be prosecuted for 

assault. We can all remember in 1999 when the 
farmer Tony Martin was sentenced to life 
imprisonment for killing one burglar and 
wounding another with a shotgun during the 
SEVENTH break in to his farmhouse.  His 
sentence was later reduced to five years but he 
was refused parole in 2003 because he was judged 
to be a danger to burglars. 
 In 2008, a robber armed with a knife 
attacked shopkeeper Tony Singh.  During the 
struggle, the intruder was fatally stabbed with his 
own knife.  Although the robber had a long record 
of violent assault, the public prosecutor was 
prepared to charge Mr. Singh with murder until 
public outrage stopped him.   
 Meanwhile, the cost of criminal justice has 
convinced the government to shorten the 
sentences of adult criminals, even those guilty of 
violent crimes, and to release them when they 
have served only half of their sentence.  

 The Police Service has been instructed by 
the Ministry of Justice to let burglars and first-
time offenders who confess to any of some sixty 
crimes - ranging from assault and arson to sex 
with an underage girl � off with a caution.  That 
means no prison time, no fine, no community 
service, no court appearance. 
 According to the Ministry of Justice, in 
2009, 70% of burglars who were caught arrested 
avoided prison.  In that same year, 20,000 young 
offenders were electronically tagged and sent 
home, a 40% increase in the number of people 
tagged over three years but the lesson from many 
years of failed criminal justice is that deterrence 
matters. 
Weak and useless politicians 
 Our politicians have sown the wind and 
now they are reaping the whirlwind.  For years 
this country has suffered from weak liberal 
politicians, afraid to pass legislation that would 
effectively punish the wrongdoers, and at the 
same time rewarding themselves with excessive 
expenses and other benefits that give a poor 
example to the rest of us.  How many people do 
you know who now says about fiddling the 
taxman or other fiddles, �well, if our politicians 
can do it then so can I�? 
 Then there is mass immigration that even 
now is out of control.  A friend of mine who is 
emigrating with his family to Australia, found the 
mass of paperwork and payments for this, that and 
the other, very intimidating, as was the official 
from Australia House who was processing his 
application.   
 When he made a mild complaint about 
how difficult the process was, the official said; 
�just take a look at your own country.  You admit 

anyone, give them housing and other benefits and 
now look at the state your country is in.�  My 

friend had to admit that he and the system for 
admittance to Australia was probably right. 
A Failed Penal System 
 We have a failed penal system where the 
guilty get off and the law-abiding get penalised.  
Years ago, I caught a yob vandalising my garden.  
I collared him and marched him off to his parents 
for an apology.  You could not do that today for if 
you did, he would get off and you would be 
prosecuted for assault.   
 How many times has it happened when 
ordinary citizens who have captured a criminal in 
the act have been prosecuted and the criminal let 
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off?  Whatever our politicians say about having 
improved the system, you cannot even properly 
defend your own home without risk of being 
prosecuted.    
 In February 2001 my brother-in-law, 
walking to work at 7.00 a. m. in the morning, was 
run down and killed by a drunken, drugged up 
thug who had spent the night stealing cars, taking 
drugs and filling up with alcohol.  He came round 
a corner, racing down the road at 70 mph in a 30 
mph area.  My brother-law was smashed up and 
killed instantly.  The thug concerned had a police 
file inches thick for he had been in trouble with 
the law nearly all his life but had never been 
properly prosecuted or sentenced.  He had 
received, cautions, warnings, ASBOS and 
community service that he had totally ignored.   
 In court the thug sat smiling and waving to 
his friends and obviously was not at all concerned 
that he was on trial for a serious offence.  And the 
penalty for killing my brother-in-law?  Oh dear, it 
must have made him tremble in his boots for he 
was given 8 years imprisonment out of which, 
how long did he serve?  All of three and half years 
before he was out again, to continue with his life 
of crime.  
 And then there are the constant stories of 
young delinquents being taken out at our expense, 
for a fun day out, accompanied by several 
members of staff of course, to such places as 
Alton Towers in an attempt to improve their 
behaviour.  What planet do the people who make 
these decisions live on?    
 Wouldn�t it have been better � and have 
saved my brother-in-law�s life � if the young thug 
who killed him, had been properly dealt with in 
the beginning?  A healthy respect for the law 
inculcated in him when he was younger, could 
possibly have prevented this thug�s descent into a 

drugged, drunken lifestyle. 
Politicians Platitudes 
 At I type this the Home Secretary Theresa 
May is mouthing another set of platitudes about 
how those caught in the riots will suffer the full 
penalty of the law.  The full penalty of the law?  
What a joke.  Earlier this morning an interviewer 
on the �Today Progamme� on Radio 4 asked one 
of the criminals why he was robbing shops. 
 His reply?  You could almost write it 
yourself.  �I�m doing it because it�s easy 

pickings� he said.  The interviewer then asked.  

�Aren�t you concerned about being caught?  He 

replied, �I�ve been doing it since the riots started 
and I�m going to carry on doing it until I get 

caught.  There�s nothing they can do to me for it 
will be my first offence and I�ll just get a 

caution�. 
 On top of all that, if a criminal does 
receive a custodial order he has television, gyms, 
sports fields, and more money spent on their food 
and drink than we spend on hospital patients, who 
of course need good food and drink.  So now we 
have a failed penal system that criminals just 
laugh at.  It�s no wonder that our prisons are full 

for it seems to be no deterrent.  If it was then 
maybe we wouldn�t have so many prisoners. 
Return of the Death Penalty 
 A majority of people in this country 
support, as I do the return of the death penalty but 
will our politicians listen?  Not at all, for there is 
no chance of it being passed in Parliament, for 
once again, our politicians think that they know 
best.  But there are some people who are just not 
civilised and if they are treated as if they are, then 
they will just use that belief to commit further 
serious crimes.  
The Police Service 
 We have what was once a proud Police 
Force now called a Police Service that seems to be 
an extension of the Social Services.  Indeed, most 
Chief Constables seem to have a degree in 
Sociology.  This degree prepares you for work in 
a variety of occupations such as Social Researcher 
� Counsellor - Community Development Worker 
� Advice Worker � Further Education Lecturer � 
Social worker � Probation Officer � Charity Fund 
Raiser � Housing Management � School Teacher 
� Human Resources Officer and youth worker. 
 Although the sociology job description 
goes on to say that � �the chief concern of 
sociology graduates is people, and therefore, jobs 
in the police force, market research, retail 
management, disability advising and the civil 
service are all areas into which sociology 
graduates may choose to go�. 
 But would not a degree in Criminology be 
of more use with perhaps a degree in Sociology 
coming further down the list?  By studying 
criminology you develop your understanding of 
the social and personal aspects of crime, 
victimisation and responses to crime and 
deviance.  You also develop skills in generating 
and evaluating evidence, making reasoned 
arguments and ethical judgments and analysing 
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and interpreting data. You build up subject-
specific knowledge and skills including: 

 theoretical approaches relating to crime, 
victimisation and responses to crime; 

 the basic principles of social research 
applicable to criminology topics; 

 processes of criminalisation and 
victimisation; 

 the causes and organisation of crime and 
deviance; 

 processes of preventing and managing 
crime and victimisation; 

 official and unofficial responses to crime, 
deviance and social harm, including 
policing and the various stages of the 
criminal justice process; 

 representations of crime, offenders, 
victims and agencies of control (as found 
in reports, mass media and public 
opinion); 

 local, national, and international contexts 
of crime, security and human rights. 

 

 So would not a degree in criminology be 
of far more use to our senior policemen?  But 
that�s how far we have gone down the road to 
making sure that we look after the criminals 
�Human Rights�.  At one time senior policemen 

started as constables on the beat and then 
progressed up through the ranks, thus gaining a lot 
of good practical experience along the way. 
 Now we have sociology students fast-
tracked up the tree.  I�m sure that the ordinary 

copper on the beat despairs at the way in which 
criminals human rights and political correctness 
have knocked the bottom out of proper policing, 
with a proper Police FORCE and not a Police 
SERVICE.   Although having said that, it put a 
smile on my face when watching the news on 
television, I saw a copper arrest a belligerent older 
man who should have known better.  He was 
being awkward in the extreme and when the 
copper several times told him to sit down and he 
wouldn�t, he gave him a hard shove that pushed 

him down.   
 That�s better I thought, much better than 

calling the hooligan sir and treating him as a 
customer instead of as a villain.  I did notice 
however that the copper gave a sheepish look at 
the camera, obviously being concerned that in 
treating the hooligan harshly � but properly in my 
opinion - he might himself get done over for 
unnecessary violence.   

 

  And now for a little light humour after all 
that doom and gloom. 

JOKE TIME 
An Ann Summers moment 
 A man walks into Ann Summers to 
purchase some see-through lingerie for his 
wife.   He is shown several possibilities that range 
from £50 to £150 in price, the more see-through, 
the higher the price.   He opts for the sheerest 
item, pays the £150 and takes the 

lingerie home.  He presents it to his wife and asks 
her to go upstairs, put it on and model it for 
him.  Upstairs the wife thinks 'I have an idea.  It's 
so see-through that it might as well be nothing. I 
won't put it on � I�ll do the modeling naked -
 return it tomorrow and get a £150 refund and 

keep the money for myself'.  So she appears naked 
at the top of the stairs and strikes a pose.  The 
husband says 'Stone me, it wasn't that creased in 
the shop'.  His funeral is this Thursday.          

Better than a Flu Shot! 
 Miss Beatrice, the church organist, was in 
her eighties and had never been married.  She was 
admired for her sweetness and kindness to all.  
One afternoon the vicar came to call on her and 
she showed him into her quaint sitting room.  She 
invited him to have a seat while she prepared tea.  
 As he sat facing her old Hammond Organ, 
the young minister noticed a    cut glass bowl 
sitting on top of it.   The bowl was filled with 
water, and in the water floated, of all things, a 
condom!  
 When she returned with tea and scones, 
they began to chat.  The vicar tried to stifle his 
curiosity about the bowl of water and its strange 
floater, but soon it got the better of him and he 
could no longer resist.  �Miss Beatrice', he said, 'I 
wonder if you would tell me about this?'  Pointing 
to the bowl.  'Oh, yes,' she replied, 'Isn't it 
wonderful?  I was walking through the park a few 
months ago and I found this little package on the 
ground.  The directions said to place it on your 
organ, keep it wet and that it would prevent the 
spread of disease.  Do you know I haven't had the 
flu all winter.'  
 

******************** 
 Well that�s all for now, keep smiling if 

you can and stay happy.   

   Malcolm 
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Sunday 2nd October     2011 Merchant Navy Day 
Thursday 13th October   2011 Branch Night 
Fri 30th Sep�Mon 3rd Oct  �11 Ass AGM & Reunion 
Friday 21st October    2011 Trafalgar Day  
Thurs 20th-Fri 21st Oct    2011 Arm Car Ass Reunion 
Sunday 6th November    2011 Midlands Fest of Rem 
Thursday 10th Nov    2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 10th Nov    2011 Field of Rem London  
Saturday 12th Nov    2011 B�ham Poppy Ball 
 

Sunday 13th November  2011 Remembrance Sunday 
Wednesday 30th Nov    2011 St Andrew�s Day 
Thursday 8th December 2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 12th January   2012 Branch Night 
Saturday 21st January    2012 NEC Meeting Venue TBA 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 70th Ann of the RAF Regt. 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 Branch Subs Due 
Thursday 9th Feb    2012 Branch Night and AGM 
Thurs 8th March     2012 Branch Night 
Thurs 12th April     2012 Branch Night 
Fri 11th-Mon 14th May   2012 Spring Reunion Nidd Hall 
Sat 12th May      2012 Annual Chapel Comm. 
Thursday 14th June     2012 Branch Night 
Saturday 16th June     2012 24th Ann B�ham Branch 
Sunday 24th June     2012 National Service Day 
Sunday 24th June     2012 Allied Air Forces Mem 
Sat 30th June      2012 Regt Ann Comm NMA 
 

DATES FOR 
YOUR 
DIARIES

MAKE
A

DATE
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