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DEAR MEMBER, 

 

OBITUARY                                                                    

It is with regret that I inform you of the 

death of Jeff Stevenson the RAF Regiment    

Association National Chairman.  Jeff died on 

the 20th February 2014, aged 80 years.  He 

lived at Heathfield, East Sussex.                                                               

 

Jeff served as an SAC Gunner in the RAF       

Regiment from July  1951 to August 1953.  

He joined the RAF Regiment Association and 

became its National Chairman in 2013.  He is 

survived by his wife Sue, to whom the Corps 

extends its sincere condolences.            

 

The funeral was on Wednesday, 12th March 

201 4 at St. Catherine’s R.C. Church,                   

Heathfield and at Eastborne  Crematorium.  

The Wake was at Wellshurst Golf and                     

Country Club, Hellingly. 

 

There was a ‘Guard of Honour’ with the            

National Standard, WO’s and SNCO’s     

Standard and six Branch Standards. 

The congregation included Jeff’s family and 

friends, RAF Regiment Commandant General 

Air Commodore Andy Hall, Association       

National Chairman Peter Lawrence,            

Secretary Frank Xavier and Regimental             

Secretary Wing Commander Martin Hooker 

(Retd) along with Association members.   

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Sue and 

the family at this sad time.                         

WE WILL REMEMBER HIM 

 

FEBRUARY BRANCH MEETING   

Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the 

meeting but Paul was in the chair and kindly 

took minutes for me.  Everyone enjoyed the 

speaker Jon Reid  and his talk ‘All About the 

Welsh’.         

 

Peter Lawrence presented Graham, our       

retiring treasurer with a thank you gift in 

appreciation of his six years as treasurer and 

Jose a bouquet of flowers.   

              

REMEMBRANCE TOUR OF BURMA 

The Royal British Legion have sent me details 

of an upcoming Remembrance Tour of Burma.  

 

Royal British Legion - Remembrance Travel   

2014 ‘Journey of Remembrance to Burma’.                                     

The Tour honours those who fell in             

operations of 1943/44 by Major General 

Orde Wingate’s  irregular army, the Chindits,      

behind Japanese lines in Burma.                                   

 

These visits are aimed at anyone with an         

interest in Burma, with priority to Veterans, 

relatives and family members of those who 

were killed; anyone is welcome to join one of 

the tours (you do not need to be a member of 

The Royal British Legion), related to a         

veteran or even have a specific grave to     

visit).   

Tour dates are from 6-17 November 2014 

and for 12 days.  Price from £4,595 per          

person.  (Twin share)  Single supplement 

£475.  For the full itinerary, further                                             

information and to Book - Please call 01473 

660800.   
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‘THREE MEN IN A BOAT PLUS ONE’        

Final Part - From the Birmingham Branch                     

Newsletter 1994.                                                

We left the story where the lads had 

reached North Africa and had been engaged 

in fighting there.   

Summer of 1943 just passed by.  At home in 

England, films being shown at cinema’s were 

’Mrs Miniver’, ’Coastal Command’  ‘How Green 

Was My Valley’ and ’Holiday Inn’.                                                             

Tommy Handley was a favourite on the                   

wireless in ‘Itma’ and there was no television 

in the homes to give comfort and pleasure.   

 Russia was now turning the tables on the 

Germans, took Orel and recaptured Kharkov.  

July saw the Allies land in Sicily, Rome was 

bombed from the air and US Troops occupied 

Messina on 16th August and then, in                       

September, the Allies invaded Italy.                    

Charlie Allen and Alf Blackett with their 

Squadrons, followed from North Africa but 

George with his unit, remained in Africa until 

December, operating in Tunisia.  They sailed 

for Naples on 29th December, finding it               

extremely cold.  By 27th January, when they 

arrived  at Pressenzano, fifteen miles from 

Cassino, once again the RAF Regiment           

Squadrons had re-joined.  

THE BATTLE OF MONTE CASSINO        

They were then transported by lorries of the 

New Zealand Forces, to a place aptly named 

‘Inferno’, in direct line with the Benedictine 

Monastery which surmounted the mountain.  

Cassino, inland and north of Naples by some 

fifty miles, had to be taken to provide an 

easier passage to the capital Rome, which was 

situated sixty miles further north west and 

saw many bloody battles before it was by-

passed.  Cassino itself was not entered by 

the Allies until 18th May 1944.                                                                     

Many units of the Army were involved in the 

Cassino area but mostly they were composed 

of Indian Troops, New Zealand and Poles.  

The RAF Regiment held a position with the 

New Zealand Troops on their right and  Poles 

on their left and were soon involved in bitter 

fighting. 

George Bull and Charlie Allen were by now, 

Leading Aircraftmen and Alf Blackett was 

promoted to Corporal.                                              

On 26th May, at 02.00 hours, the Germans 

set up a huge barrage, shelling Allied          

positions and many fell all around.  Fortunate-

ly, several failed to explode but many men 

were killed and seriously wounded.                                

On one terrible occasion, the Poles attacked  

German positions below the monastery and 

the Germans hoisted a white flag but as the 

Poles got closer, they were riddled with    

machine gun fire.                                                               

It had been agreed at the Vatican, by both  

Allies and Germans, that the  Monastery 

would not be used by either side for occupy-

ing forces but the Allies felt that the      

Germans were not honouring the agreement 

and eventually it was bombed to rubble by 

Allied bombing.                                                      

The situation proved to be very controversial 

and history books state that there were no 

Germans inside the Monastery but George 

Bull is certain that there was. One fact did 

emerge and that was that many civilians died 

in the Monastery area.                                              

The Germans did not surrender but retreat-

ed down the mountain and fought gallantly to 

the last moment.                                                           

In the words of Charlie and Alf, it was a grim 

life, clinging tenaciously to the side of a 

steep hill, with Germans in strength on  one 

side and RAF Regiment holding a  sector of 

the front line on the other.                               

The RAF Regiment moved up to their                           

positions on a moonless night in  tin hats and 

khaki.  Near to the front an officer 



3 

told them to smoke their last cigarette and 

they stopped and had  ‘a puff’, then the            

officer looked at his watch and said, ‘this 

chaps is going to be one mad ride.’                            

Suddenly scores of British 25 Pounders 

opened up and the column of troops roared 

forward to the front.  As they dug in on the 

hillside, the men had their baptism of fire.   

When morning came, they were mildly       

surprised that it had not scared them too 

much.  Headquarters was set up in a cave and 

they fired their first shots in anger, when 

the enemy over the hill, started lobbing   

mortar shells in daylight.                                          

The Germans have no etiquette, said a Pilot 

Officer to a patrol as they went over the top 

to find  Germans who also found them. So 

both sides sent over mortar shells and 

lobbed grenades at each other whenever 

they could pop out of their foxholes.  For   

exercise the men had cut a twenty yard 

track into the side of the hill.  Walk twenty 

one yards and you were OK, walk twenty two 

yards and you were hit.                                             

On the first occasion that we entered               

Cassino with the Guards, the Sergeant              

leading our section warned us to be quiet, 

Gerry sent up flares and we had to freeze 

wherever we were.                                                

The Jeep Trains, which we called ‘blood 

wagons’, moved down the line carrying dead 

and wounded.  We had to tread over dead 

mules, killed when being used to take up           

supplies over paths and rocky terrain.        

Oh the horrible smell of death!                                         

Corporal Alf Blackett with his Senior NCO 

Sergeant Pringle driving a Jeep at night 

whilst Alf rode ’shotgun’, with a Tommy Gun 

in his arms, to the rear positions for supplies 

and Charlie goading him to remember to bring 

his mail.                                                                   

This was a frightening job with it being so 

dark, that Alf, hoping that he would not move 

into enemy positions, walked in front of the 

Jeep, to keep his Sergeant on the right road.  

Alf Blackett had one big pleasure in the    

Cassino area, when he actually met his   

brother who was in the Coldstream Guards, 

who gave him a copy of a poem written by a     

Sergeant in his Regiment.                             

It is worth printing. 

How I hate you shattered town,                                 

walls and rubble dirty brown.                                      

Day and night a hymn of hate,                           

Spandau Guns, grenades full spate.                      

See us Lord we cringe and crawl,                                 

will right triumph over all?                                        

Yank and Anzac, Guards and Line,                              

with them all, the Ghurka’s shine.                                 

No fault of theirs the prize still stands,                            

out of reach in German hands.                                     

They died to win, they can but claim,                                 

in soldiers hearts, the right to fame.                       

Dirty foxholes, home for days,                                 

need we question if war pays?                              

Sleep a mockery, patrols slip by,                              

harsh the price a careless eye.                                  

Can memory fade, can we forget,                             

days and nights of dirt and sweat?                            

The castle battered, remains on high,                 

a relic of the days gone by.                                     

Still we fight, still we die,                                             

to keep the price of freedom high.                              

Let not our names forgotten be,                                           

we fought to set Cassino free.  

 So Cassino fell and the Allies bypassed the 

town.  Benito Mussolini had fallen from power 

the previous July and Marshal Bagdolio 

formed a new government.                                    

General Eisenhower announced Italy’s uncon-

ditional surrender on 8th September and 

then on 13th October, Italy actually declared 

war on Germany.                                                         

The well known film title ’For Whom The Bell 

Tolls’ spelled the end for the enemy in Italy 

and Frank Sinatra became the idol of                          

teenagers in America. 
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Before leaving Italy, Alf Blackett and Charlie 

Allen actually hitchhiked to Rome on a hot 

and dusty day and visited a crowded St.               

Peter’s Square, waiting to see the Pope, who 

eventually appeared on a balcony and stood 

for a short time in prayer.                                              

After the Italian affair, Corporal Blackett 

and LAC Allen who had refused promotion, 

were sent with their squadron to Yugoslavia 

and then finally to Austria and Vienna,            

Germany having surrendered in May 1945. 

George Bull after Cassino, moved further 

north with his squadron to Possta, just south 

of Rome.  Possta is only a small village in the 

mountains but the British were given a great 

reception by the local people who had, until 

they arrived, only seen German troops,                                

followed by French and then the Americans.                                                           

Meeting the British seemed more important 

to them than any other nationality and 

George remembers that the people made 

such a fuss that anyone not on guard that 

day, or who was not teetotal, was soon well 

under the weather with the wine that they 

dare not refuse.                                                      

On 4th June 1944, 5th Army entered Rome, 

just before ‘D’ Day Landings in  Normandy.                                                                 

On 13th August, George’s squadron had 

reached Calvi, where they waited for 

transport by sea to the south of France and 

eventually reached the village of Charnoz, 

near Lyons on 28th of month.                       

Then back to Marseille on October 16th, and 

onto Italy, north east of Bologna, for more 

action against German troops.                                                                                     

This was followed by another troopship     

voyage to Port Said in Egypt, to Almazo       

Aerodrome, near Cairo, for a spell.                                     

The RAF were still not satisfied  and sent 

the squadron by rail to Palestine, where they 

stayed for aerodrome duties at Ramat David 

and St. Jean’s, with detachments day and 

 

 night on top of Mount Carmel, to prevent 

the Stern Gang and others, from placing 

bombs.    

Now about this time, George found more      

contentment than he had ever, since being 

posted abroad, for he was now driving an   

armoured car, guarding radar stations and 

also preventing Arabs from raiding mainte-

nance units.                                                         

He was then promoted to Corporal and back 

in the UK at RAF Stafford, his last posting, 

was offered his Sergeants strips if he would 

agree to stay on for another year.                                

George had met Nan who was WAAF at the 

unit and they decided that they would much 

prefer to start their married life as civilians. 

They married in January 1947, forty seven 

years ago and neither one has regretted that 

decision.  

Whilst in Vienna Alf found romance when he 

met an Austrian girl at a dance and from 

then on, he only had time for his attractive 

blonde until he had to return home for                  

demobilisation, as did Charlie Allen. 

AND AFTERWARDS                                                                          

The sequel to their story must be told for 

those of a romantic mind.                                           

Alf married and had a son, taking up farming 

in Devon in 1951.  Unfortunately, he lost his 

wife several years ago and was very lonely.   

Some time later he thought of the war days 

and especially of Elly his Austrian sweet-

heart and decided to try to find her again. 

He started by contacting the police in Vienna 

who could only help if they had an address. 

One evening sitting on his own, he was looking 

at a map of Vienna, when he saw a street 

name that looked familiar.  He wrote to the 

Austrian Red Cross in Vienna and within 

three weeks Elly, his Viener Frau was found.  

Alf was happy again and very nervously went   

to Vienna to see her.   
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They met up again at the coffee house that 

they used to visit long ago.  Elly was           

unattached and when Alf retired in March 

1989, he settled down in Vienna and married 

his Elly.   

When Charlie Allen came home, it was not 

long before he married Joan who had waited 

for him and they had three sons and two 

daughters, all of whom grew up and married, 

except for one son who still lives with Mum 

and Dad in Bristol.   

Guess who was the Best Man at Charlie and 

Joan’s wedding, no prizes offered, it was Alf. 

Ivor George the boxer, returned home safely 

and married but unfortunately died aged 65.                                                                

George went back to the occupation he                        

enjoyed most, driving and now suffers from 

arthritis and has difficulty in walking but will 

not be beaten, for after all, he was in the 

RAF Regiment and had married a very                  

capable Ex WAAF.   

They have two daughters and two grand 

daughters and with all these ladies around to 

keep him in order, why should he complain. 

‘PLUS ONE’                                                                

On 26th February 1985, Alf Blackett                 

received a letter from Ex Seaman Len                             

Humphrey who wrote, ‘you are the only              

person who was aboard the Strathallan , 

apart from the Deputy Purser, Mr Hare, with 

whom I’ve made contact since the time that 

she went down in the Med’, that ill fated day 

in 1942’.   

‘I can understand how all you chaps felt,        

bottled up on the troop decks but although it 

was our permanent home and we were used to 

her, we of the crew fared little better, what 

a story where accommodation was              

concerned’.  

On that day we were picked up by HMS            

Verity, a Frigate and dropped off along the 

coast near, Oran, at a place called Mers-El-

Kabir, where we stayed beached for three or 

four days, bumming lifts on American  troops 

transport into Oran, where we managed to 

get to the Red Cross.  No one else wanted to 

know about us.  

The SS Duchess of Richmond came back to 

Oran from Algiers and the Captain signed us 

on as distressed British Seamen.  We worked  

our passage back doing gun watches.  My 

next vessel was MV Aorangi to Palermo, Sici-

ly, then onto Taranto and Bari in Italy in 

1943.  Our paths must have crossed again 

without us being aware of it.  Who knows? 

You must have a story to tell, some fierce 

battles were fought in the Western Desert. 

What we missed most of all after the war, 

was the comradeship, friendships were very 

close and we relied on each other much more. 

It’s not quite the same in Civvy street - a  

little shallow.  

Are there any nice pubs in your stretch of 

the woods?, perhaps we might have a drink or 

two.   Regards, Len. 

Well there you are, what a story, if only we 

could get all our members to put their          

memories down on paper, writing the history 

of the RAF Regiment would be a lot simpler. 

Editor:                                                             
From the same Birmingham Branch                         
Newsletter October 1994. No 73.                                          
Retirement of Branch Secretary. (Malcolm 
Baldwin)                                                                        
‘I must tell you that with a great deal of                 

sadness and a great deal of thought, I shall 

not be standing as a candidate for the             

Office of Secretary of the Birmingham 

Branch at the next Branch AGM in February’. 

There were no volunteers for the post and 

Malcolm went on to produce 282 Newsletters 

finally retiring in February 2014 after 25 

years and 8 months as Secretary.  A real 

stalwart of the Branch and Association.  

More about Malcolm in next Newsletter. 
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CORPS PARISH NOTICES  February 2014                                                           

NEW RAF ARMOURED CARS BOOK                              

A new history book, ‘IN EVERY PLACE’ -The 

RAF Armoured Cars in the Middle East 1921 - 

53, by Dr Nigel Warwick, the Corps               

Historian.  Price is £29.95 P&P extra.  An 

Order Form may be obtained from the Regt 

Sec. at HON-HQRAFRegtSec@mod.uk 

‘NEVER NOT READY’                                                       

The History of RAF Regiment Parachute 

Units 1942 - 2012 by Graeme Deeley.  Can be 

ordered from the website 

www.nevernotready.co.uk for £20 plus £6 

P&P  or direct from the author on (mob) 

07771 898435.                                  

£1 of every book goes towards the appeal for 

the son of a former gunner who requires a 

life changing operation www.helpmehear.info 

APPOINTMENT OF CORPS WARRANT              

OFFICER                                                                 

WO J GALL MBE will assume the                          

appointment of Corps Warrant Officer,                   

formally the Force Warrant Officer post, 

with effect from 22 April 2014, vice WO S 

Rowlands (posted).   

TO NORFOLK  BRANCH                                          

20th February 2014.                                        

From Peter Lawrence                                               

Dear Colin, Paul,                                                                        

I chaired a NMC/NCC meeting today at  

Cranwell and will be leading the Association 

through some major changes.                                                   

It is therefore with regret that I will have 

to stand down as Norfolk Branch Vice      

President and also from the Committee.                 

Of course I will remain a Branch member and 

attend when I can but I am sure you will     

understand the situation. 

Best wishes, 

Peter. 

Editor: Thank you Peter. Times are changing 
and we need strong and positive leadership to 

secure the Association’s future.  You are just 
the man for the job.  We wish you well. 

FROM ASSOCIATION NATIONAL                 

SECRETARY  24th February 2014                                                              

At the NMC meeting on 14.2.2014 it was     

decided that the following immediate interim 

appointments will make up the NMC until  

further notice.                                                        

National Chairman Squadron Leader Peter 

Lawrence (Retd).                                                          

National Vice Chairman:   Mr. Bill Espie               

National Secretary:        Mr. Frank Xavier                            

National Treasurer:        Mr. Tom Magee                        

Nominations for permanent appointments on 

the NMC will be published later and before 

the AGM on 25th October 2014. 

ANNUAL CHAPEL COMMEMORATION    

SERVICE 2014                                                          

The Annual RAF Regiment Chapel                              

Commemoration Service at St. Annes Church, 

Catterick Village, North Village, will be held 

at 1300 on Saturday, 17th May 2014.                         

Those Branches wishing to parade their 

Standards are requested to register their 

intent with the Association National                            

Secretary by the 10th May 2014, not least to 

ensure the necessary public liability                       

requirements are met.                  

Following the Service, a Reception will be 

held at Catterick Golf Club from 1430 to 

1700 for which a  charge of £5pp will be    

levied. The RAF Regiment Association will 

subsidise full costs.                                                                       

Registration for the Service is not required 

but application forms for the Reception will 

be available from the Secretary at 

natsec@rafregt.org.uk or on line at the                 

Association website www.rafregt.org.uk    

Those wishing to attend the Reception are 

encouraged to register as soon as the form is 

available but no later then 10th May to           

ensure a place. 
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EXPLOSIVE EXIT FROM THE OFFICERS 

MESS  

This incident happened in the Middle East 

during the Forgotten War, the Sixties             

Radfan Campaign in Aden.                                               

My Regiment spent two months there and   

another six months as strategic reserve.                     

Because we were acclimatised, we were used 

yet again for a serious operation in the 

mountains up country near Wadi Makeiras.   

In the base camp the loo was well downwind.  

Each morning at about 9.30 the                                                            

quartermaster made his way up the 500m 

walk for his constitutional; he did it every 

day without fail.                                                                        

There was also another soldier who had the 

responsibility to clean the loo - he always 

took a Jerry can of petrol with him and set 

it alight to get rid of all the flies and                  

anything else that was there. 

One Friday morning after a party, the             

soldier made his way up the slope to burn/

clean the loo.  There was one problem - he’d 

forgotten  his matches, so he poured the 

petrol all over the area and went back down 

for them.                                                                        

During the interim period, the quartermaster 

made his way up for his morning                                  

constitutional.  When he arrived, he sat down 

on the horizontal benches and diligently lit 

his match for his pipe. 

There was a huge explosion.  As he ran down 

the hill looking for the soldier who had 

caused it, the quartermaster was covered 

from head to toe with the contents of the 

loo.  By this time, the soldier in question was 

on his way back, but when he heard the bang, 

he took off, ran into the desert and was not 

seen for two days.  The quartermaster was 

not hurt but, my word, his pride took a                 

beating 

Leslie Boyes, Locharbriggs, Dumfries. 

MEN DO, BUT WOMEN DON’T                                   

Empty the contents of their pockets on to a 

work surface, when they get home, only to 

stuff said contents back in their pocket the 

next morning.   

Devastate a kitchen making a sandwich.  

Women can butter bread, lay cheese on and 

put it on a plate without leaving every            

cupboard open and condiment out.                                

Do anything to avoid emptying a bin.  When 

it’s full, a woman takes it out - instead of 

shoving the contents down with her foot.   

Restrict their culinary delights to recipes 

containing mince.  As nice as chilli and           

spaghetti bolognese are, she won’t want them 

every day. 

Rearrange themselves in front of colleagues.  

If she needs to adjust underwear, a woman 

will find a quiet, private place.                               

Consider a trip to the loo to be an important 

or major part of her day.  She won’t feel the 

need to announce it beforehand or, take 

reading material in with her.                                

Make a cup of tea by removing the teabag 

from the mug, then carrying it dripping on 

the spoon across the kitchen to the bin -    

rather than taking the mug to the bin.  

DID YOU KNOW                                                           

British women’s wardrobes contain 180                    

million unwanted items of clothing - worth 

£5 billion in total.    

The jaws of a leaf cutter ant can move 1,000 

times a second. ( I know of another species 

equally as fast and it talks). 

Women look their oldest at 3.30pm on 

Wednesdays. 

In the 1930’s there were 365 pubs in the 

City of Norwich and including the outskirts 

of the City - 740.                                                              

And again, just in the City of Norwich there 

were 52 Churches. 
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Laurie Rooke won ‘Rocky’ at the Christmas 

Branch Lunch raffle, took him home and his 

cat Minnie immediately adopted him. Every-

one loves a ‘Rock Ape’. 

DID YOU KNOW                                                         

Songs that have grossed the most money 

world wide by sales of sheet music, records, 

CDs, films, bands and advertising.                      

Happy Birthday  (1890 and 1930) has earned 

£30.000,000.  The most frequently sung 

song in the world.                                                               

1. White Christmas (1940) £24,000,000.   

2. You’ve Lost That Loving Feeling (1960) 

 £20,500,00.                                                             

3. Yesterday (1965) £19,500,000.                                 

4. Unchained Melody (1950) £18,000,000. 

5. Stand By Me (1961) £17,500,000.                                            

6. Santa Claus Is Coming To Town (1970) 

 £14,500,000. 

BRANCH AGM 18TH MARCH 2014                      

Enclosed are the Minutes and Association 

and Branch Renewal Subscription Forms. 

Could you please help by returning the form 

with your cheque to Louise our Treasurer, by 

the 3rd May 2014.  Thank you.  

After the AGM, members visited the                      

FEPOW Church, Wymondham, for a really              

interesting and indeed moving talk by Peter 

Wiseman, on the history of the those who 

were  Japanese POW and establishment of 

the Church.  Thanks Paul another good visit.  

 BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS                                         

Alan Womack 80 years on 10th March 2014. 

John Illger 50 years on 21st March 2014. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY                                                   

If you have never been in war, imprisoned or 

suffered from starvation, then you are       

better off than five hundred million other 

people.  If you can read, then you better off 

than the two billion who are unable to do so.   

If you can attend a church without fear of 

harassment, or worse, then you are better 

off than three billion in the world.  If you 

have food in the fridge, clothes on your 

back, a roof over your head and a place to 

sleep, then you are richer than three                 

quarters of your fellow human beings.   

If you have money in the bank or your wallet 

or purse, then you are among the top eight 

per cent of the world’s wealthy. 

When it comes to counting your blessings - 

there is no ‘BUT’.                                                            

Lord Allton 

That’s all for now folks! I look forward to 

the pleasure of your company at the Spring 

Lunch at ‘Moments Restaurant’, Scratby, 

Gt.Yarmouth, on Thursday, 10th April 2014 -   

12 Noon for 12.45pm.  We will be having our 

usual raffle. 

The Branch Meeting on Tuesday, 15th April 

12.45pm Feathers Inn, Wymondham when our 

speaker is David Morton on ’Clarence House’. 

The Far East Prisoners of War Church     

Service, on Sunday, 18th May 2014 –12.30pm.                

The Branch Meeting on Tuesday, 20th May 

2014 12.45pm Feathers Inn, Wymondham, 

when our speaker is Paddy Seligman on     

’The Parliamentary Award System’.   

Best wishes, 

 

Colin Clarke.                                                           

Branch Secretary. 

 


