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THE SOMERSET & DORSET BRANCH NEWS 

A branch of the Royal Air Force Regiment Association – a Charity Incorporated Organisation 

Registration Number – 1157881 

Registered Office – Force Protection HQ, RAF Honington, Bury St Edmund, Suffolk, IP31 1EE 

 
Branch Meeting Place   

 
The next meeting to be held on 6th August 2017 will be held at a different venue.  Gill 
Houghton has cordially invited us to visit her at her new abode and hold our next meeting 
there.  The address is: 
The Coach House 
C/O Loose Box 
Bath Road 
Upper Longford 
BS40 5DL 

 
Somerset and Dorset Annual Reunion – Warners Littlecote 

 
The 2017 annual reunion was held at Warners Littlecote between the 19th – 22nd May.  68 
comrades and their partners attended in what proved to be a successful and enjoyable 
reunion.  The charity supported was the RAF Benevolent Fund and the raffle raised £510 for 
this worthwhile charity.  The raffle was well supported by Warners who provided the first prize 
of a weekend for two at Littlecote.  Additionally, all other prizes were provided by those 
attending the reunion for which we were grateful for.   
 

         
 

David Foley 
National 

John Cossey 

Somerset and Dorset Branch 

Ken Watkins 

South Wales Branch 
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          Left:  Welcome from Alec Hunt -  Right – Rowley Watts 

                                                  Centre: Lew Hall (Master of Ceremonies) 
 

 
        Rowley Watts reading the Dedication 
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Association Notices 

 
Notice Of 2017 Annual General Meeting The RAF Regiment Association: 

  
Notice is hereby given that the 11th Annual General Meeting of the RAF Regiment Association 
will be held on Wednesday, 19 July 2017 at Hallmark Hotel, Bar Hill, Cambridge, CB23 
8EU, commencing at 1400 for the transaction of the business as detailed in the 
Flash magazine, (Issue No 25), mailed-out to members this week. Items for any other business 
should be communicated to the National Secretary by Friday 07 July 17. Attending members 
are requested to bring their own copy of the Flash, which includes the AGM pack. 
 
77th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain Service of Thanksgiving and Re-dedication in 
Westminster Abbey: 
 
The Ministry of Defence, and the Air Force Board will hold the 77th Anniversary of the Battle 
of Britain Service of Thanksgiving and Re-dedication in Westminster Abbey at 11am on 
Sunday 17th September 2017. 
  
RAF Regiment Association members wishing to attend this popular high-profile event should 
apply by return email to the undersigned with the following details. The deadline for the 
returns is Thursday 08 July 17. 
  
Detail required 
  
(a) Full Name 
(b) Branch 
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(c) Full postal address 
(d) Place and date of birth 
(e) Passport or UK driving licence number 
(f) Disability requirements 
   

Annual Tower Of London Service – 16 Jul 17:  

 
The annual RAF Regt Assoc Commemorative Service at HM Tower of London will be held 
on Sun 16 Jul 17. The event will start at 09.45-10.20 with a ‘Meet-and-Greet’ near Traitors’ 
Gate, with entry to the Tower at 10.25 prompt. A parade will be held at 10.40, followed by a 
Service at 11.00 in The Chapel of St Peter Ad Vincula. An informal Reception in the 
Yeomans’ Club will be held after the Service at approx 12.00. Branches wishing to parade 
their Standards, and members of the Assoc and friends wishing to attend, are required to 
notify Mr Sam Naylor on (mob) 07929 764034, Email at sam.naylor@blueyonder.co.uk or the 
National Secretary at xavierrock@hotmail.com. 

 
Warners Cricket St Thomas – 4th June 2017 
 
Dedication:  This was read by the Chairman who held a minute’s silence with the wicked 
events in Manchester and London in our minds and hearts. 
 
Apologies:  None 
Members Present:   A. Hunt -  W&B Griffin -  L. Hall – J&E Cossey 
K&J Perry – A&M Perry – G. Houghton – J& I Smart (Bristol and Bath Branch). 
 
Minutes of The Last Meeting:  These were read and accepted as a true account of the 
meeting.  Verified and signed by the Chairman. 
 
Matters Arising:  None. 
 
Chairman’s Report:  The chairman introduced John Smart from the Bristol and Branch to 
the committee.  The Chairman went on to talk about the success of the reunion held at 
Littlecote and thanked the following for their hard work and support in ensuring the reunion 
was a success; Lew Hall, Gill Houghton, Bernie & Sue Wild, Ken & Jane Perry and the 
indomitable Maisie Perry.    
 
John Smart attended the meeting as part of a process that started earlier this year when it 
was first mooted that the Bristol and Bath Branch because of a diminishing membership 
would consider amalgamating with the Somerset and Dorset Branch.  Discussions were held 
between Lew Hall, the Chairman and John Smart.  The outcome of these discussions was 
that John Smart sounded out his members about a proposed amalgamation and received no 
opposition to the amalgamation.  A proposal was put forward by the Chairman that the 
Somerset and Dorset Branch agree to the amalgamation with the Bristol and Bath Branch.  A 
discussion was held and it was agreed unanimously that the amalgamation should go ahead.  
John Smart agreed to refer to his members on the decision made and start the 
amalgamation process as per the National Association’s rules. 
 

mailto:sam.naylor@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:xavierrock@hotmail.com
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The Chairman mentioned that the Christmas Lunch will take place on the first Sunday in 
December.  As with the occasion in December 2016 nine couples decided to make a long 
weekend of it at Cricket St Thomas.  This year we are doing the same, so far five couples 
have booked for the period 1st – 4th December (3 nights).  Christine Holmes at Warners 
Group Sales has stated that if 20 or more people book then they will be offered group rates.  
If you are interested in joining us then contact Christine Holmes quoting booking reference 
number 4209807 on the following number: 0330 1009 772.  Finally you will find attached the 
form for the next reunion to be held at Cricket St Thomas in May 2018. 
    
Secretary’s Report:  Three letters were read, two were thank you letters in thanks for the 
great weekend at Littlecote, the other was from the RAF Benevolent Fund thanking us for the 
£510.00 saying this was an incredible amount, so well done everyone.   
 
Secretary’s musings on Littlecote:   - We arrived early on Friday to help set up the reunion 
table and to welcome the members as they arrived and to give them the itinerary for the 
weekend.  The raffle and the lucky number (aka the fiddle) board was also on sale. 
Friday evening, we seated ourselves in the late lounge for the formal part of the reunion, 
standing when the three standards including the national standard were marched in to 
Holyrood.  The memorial was read by Lew Hall.  Alec hunt gave his welcome address in 
which he thanked his helpers and wished everyone a good weekend.  Bernie took the photos 
and will email them to Alec.  Later in the evening we were entertained by a very good comic 
who was of the old school.  

 
The raffle this year is on behalf of the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund, we were provided 
with show material and prizes by them. 

 
On the Saturday, a lot of people went on the Warner coach trip around the local area visiting 
Bourton-on-the-Water and other places of interest.  Others went to Swindon where there are 
plenty of places for the ladies who like to shop till they drop or the husbands take back the 
cards.  The weather could have been better for both outings.  The evening entertainment 
was a tribute to Elton John which was the guy who sang for Elton John’s mother on her 
birthday. 
 
Sunday everyone did their own thing walking, quizzes and some went for a swim, in the 
evening we had the raffle and the fiddle board. Alec did the raffle with the help of the young 
ladies from Warners dance group. 

 
The raffle made £510.00 for the Benevolent Fund and the fiddle paid out £364.00 (all money 
in all money out) so with the help of yourselves and Warners guests a lot of money was 
raised.  Our thanks go to the staff and Christina the Duty Manager, all of whom helped to 
make it a most enjoyable weekend.  We will be back! 

 
Treasurers Report: 
 

General Fund Social Fund Rocks Fund 

£1,076 £616.00 £146.00 
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Note:  As agreed at the AGM the Rocks funds will be transferred to the General Fund. 

 
Note:  There are still several Branch subs outstanding.  If you wish to continue your 
membership please submit your subscriptions to the Treasurer by no later than 31st July.  
Send your subscriptions to if they are still outstanding this will be your last Newsletter. 
Subscriptions: Cheques payable to RAF Regiment Association Somerset & Dorset Branch 

National - £12:00                                        
 
Branch - £8:00 
Wife/Partner - £2:00 
 
Social Member - £5:00 
(single/couple) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
100 Club:  Well done to all our winners. 
 

May ‘17 

Prize Name 

£30 R. Morey 

£10 S. Snowshall 

June ‘17 

Prize Name 

£30 A. Caswell 

£10 R. Harris 

You must be in it to win it 
 

Raffle:  This made £25.00.  Thanks to everyone who donated prizes and those who bought 
tickets.  Thanks to Maisie and Jane. 
 
AOB:  A big Thank You to Bernie Wilde who has made a new stand for our Standard, he 
would only accept our thanks and a book which was donated to the Branch.  Lew made us 
aware that the Parish Notices have stopped being published, he relies on these for the 
names of members who have passed away to be able to compile his memorial at the 
reunions.  All members who pass away should be remembered. 
 
Maisie and Alan wished to thank everyone who made the presentation to Alan (Founding 
member) in April, such a lovely day. 
 

Please send your remittance to: 
Liz Moore 

12 Manor Close 
East Brent 
Highbridge 

TA9 4JF 
 

Tel No: 01278 760754 
Email: lizmoore_2@hotmail.com 
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It was sad to hear of the death of Graham Smith who died recently he did a lot for the 
Association regarding recruiting and the reunions he we always helped by his wife and 
daughter. 
 
The meeting closed at 12:25 followed by lunch. 
 
The next meeting will be held at The Coach House c/o Loose Box, Bath Road, Upper 
Langford. BS40 5DL. Tel 01934 853818 - at 12.00 hrs 6th August. 

 
How to get there follow airport signs – A38 if you are going towards the airport turn right at 
Churchill lights (follow the winding road for about a mile you will come to a 30 speed sign, 
after this you will see a wall on the left and a mirror on the right – next on the right you will 
see a driveway going up start to indicate here as just a few yards you will be there -  an 
almost hidden gateway, you have arrived! 
 
If you are coming from the airport on the A38 when you get to Churchill lights turn left and 
follow the instructions in brackets above.  Hope you can follow this if in doubt phone me. 
Please let me know if you can come. 
 
 

 


