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Dear Readers. 
BRANCH SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 Branch Subscriptions were due on 1st 
February.  At the AGM, it was agreed that 
subscriptions would remain the same again as last 
year, that is £10.00 for Association and £5.00 for 

your Branch Subscription £15.00 in total.   
 If you have not yet paid, there will be a 
last reminder in the April newsletter, after that, 
non-payers will not be reminded again and will be 
removed from the Branch Roll.   
 Now £5.00 for twelve newsletters every 

year is quite a good bargain don�t you think?  So 
if you can, please help to swell our Branch funds.  
Branch funds really need an injection of cash so if 
any of you � as many of our members already do 
� could include a donation to Branch funds when 
you pay up your Committee would be extremely 
grateful.      
Newsletter Subscriptions 
 I have a list of members of other branches 
and others, who have asked to receive the 
Birmingham Branch newsletters.  The 
subscription for this service is £7.00 per year.   
 So would those other branch members and 
others who have asked to be put onto the 
Circulation List for Birmingham Branch 
newsletters and wish to continue receiving the 
newsletters, please send a cheque for £7.00 as 

above, IMMEDIATELY to THE BRANCH 
TREASURER Tom Magee and NOT to me.   
 A last reminder as above, will only be 
given in the April newsletter, after that non-payers 
will not be reminded again and will be removed 
from the Newsletter Subscription Roll.    
 My thanks to all those members and 
Newsletter subscribers who have already paid but 
if you wish to remain as members or to continue 
to receive the newsletters, would all non-paid up 
members and newsletter subscribers please pay 
your Subscriptions immediately. 

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
 It is most important that we remember the 
dangers that our young men and women serving 
on operations are all facing, so please remember 
the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.   
 

 
 

 Please send any donations you may wish 
to make, to the Branch Treasurer Tom Magee and 
he will pass them on to the right place.   
 This month Birmingham Branch Member 
Ernie Bucknall of Bedworth, Warwickshire, has 
sent a very generous cheque for £20.00 to Tom 
Magee who has passed it on to me to send to the 
RCDM, Queen Elizabeth Hospital.  Together with 
his cheque, Ernie sends his best wishes to the lads 
and lassies in the hospital.  Many thanks for your 
generosity Ernie and thank you for the update of 
your personal detail which I have now corrected. 
 We still need money for the injured lads 
and lassies so see what you can do.  We are still 
collecting money for the further support of our 
injured troops.  We must remember them after 
they leave Queen Elizabeth Hospital or Headley 
Court, for those badly injured may need support 
and or assistance for the rest of their lives.   
 The Royal British Legion is the best 
option for this and this year our new Lord 
Mayor�s �Home for the Brave Appeal� is the best 

one for us to support this year.  For those wishing 
to make donation directly to the hospital, please 
address any donations or correspondence to; 
RCDM, Level 2, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
Mindelsohn Way, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 
B15 2WB.  
 And as the point of contact for all 
donations (financial and non-financial) has 
changed from Major Cheesman to Mrs D Binion, 
please address them to her and due to lack of 
storage space for goodies, could everyone please 
first contact Mrs Binion on 0121 371 5317 to 
arrange a suitable appointment. 
BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more. 
2nd Mar Bill Bennett West Bromwich West Mids 

3rd March Colin Taylor Newport Shropshire 
5th March Ron Ryland Kidderminster Worcs 
6th March Stan Cowburn Oldham Lancashire 

14th March Peter McGowran Tower of London 
20th March Brian Wakefield B�ham West Mids 

25th March Arthur Bryant Northampton  
25th March Michael Silver Carterton Oxfordshire 

THE BIRMINGHAM BRANCH NEWSLETTER 
NUMBER 273 MARCH 2012 
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29th Mar Brian Thornalley Longborough Leics 

Senior Aircraftman Ryan 
Tomlin 

 

It is with great sadness that I have to tell you 
that last month we lost yet another of our 

fine young men who has given his life for his 
country.  On Monday 13th February, SAC 

Ryan Tomlin was fatally wounded by small 
arms fire from an insurgent attack.  He was 

evacuated by air to the field hospital at Camp 
Bastion where sadly he succumbed to his 

wounds. 
 

 

WE WILL REMEMBER HIM 
RAF Regiment News 
Senior Aircraftman Ryan Tomlin killed in 
Afghanistan 
 It is with great sadness that the Ministry of 
Defence must confirm that Senior Aircraftman 
Ryan Tomlin, from 2 Squadron Royal Air Force 
Regiment, was killed in Afghanistan on Monday 
13th February 2012.   
 Senior Aircraftman Tomlin was taking 
part in a partnered patrol to reassure and interact 
with the local population in the western Dashte 
area on the edge of Nad 'Ali district in central 
Helmand province when he was fatally wounded 
by small arms fire from an insurgent attack.  He 
was evacuated by air to the field hospital at Camp 
Bastion where sadly he succumbed to his wounds. 
 Senior Aircraftman Ryan Tomlin, aged 21, 
from Hemel Hempstead, was born on 29th May 
1990.  He joined the Royal Air Force in October 
2008, completing his Trainee Gunners Course in 
April 2009 before moving on to the Phase One 
Field Gunners Course.  He was selected to join 2 
Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment, based at 
RAF Honington, in June 2009. 
 He arrived at an incredibly busy time for 
the Squadron and launched straight into 
Afghanistan pre-deployment training.  Senior 
Aircraftman Tomlin completed his first tour in 
Afghanistan in 2010 as a specialist driver on a 
Rifle Flight (the RAF Regiment equivalent of a 
platoon), defending Kandahar Airfield.   
 After returning from this successful 
deployment, he showed promise and the desire to 
develop new skills.  He deployed on a second tour 
to Afghanistan with No 3 RAF Force Protection 

Wing at Camp Bastion in October 2011.  From 
the start of the tour, he and his section supported 
squadron operations out on the ground around 
Bastion with great skill and determination, often 
deploying for several days at a time through the 
harsh Helmand winter.  A highly professional and 
skilful Gunner who achieved all he set out to do in 
his three years in the Royal Air Force Regiment, 
Senior Aircraftman Tomlin became one of the 
rising stars of his squadron and regiment, and 
showed great potential for what promised to be 
the brightest of futures. 
 He leaves behind his mother and father, 
Diane and Kevin, and a sister, Michelle.  The 
thoughts of all in 2 Squadron and No 3 RAF 
Force Protection Wing are with them at this most 
difficult of times.  The family of Senior 
Aircraftman Tomlin said: "Ryan loved and lived 
life to the full.  He gave his life at a very young 
age doing the job he loved.   
 Ryan will be sorely missed by his family 
and friends and everyone who loved him.  We 
will remember his cheeky grin and great sense of 
humour.  Ryan will be forever young and never 
forgotten.  Our true hero and shining star." 
 Wing Commander Jason Sutton, 
Commanding Officer, No 3 RAF Force Protection 
Wing, said: "Senior Aircraftman Tomlin was one 
of the finest men on my Wing and his loss has 
come as a terrible blow to all of us, especially his 
comrades on his beloved 2 Squadron Royal Air 
Force Regiment.  Bright, gifted and an absolute 
master of his craft, he had the complete trust of 
those who had the privilege of serving alongside 
him. 
 "When the task was hard, he would 
immediately rise to the challenge.  When those 
around him were weary, he was the one to lift 
their spirits, and, when the enemy threatened, he 
was the first to be ready to fight.  In our grief, we 
take comfort that he fell doing the job he loved, 
protecting his mates and the Afghan National 
Army soldiers we work to support in our shared 
task of building a better future for Afghanistan. 
 "Senior Aircraftman Tomlin had the 
brightest future ahead of him, and his loss has 
deprived the Royal Air Force Regiment of one of 
its very best.  In continuing our mission here to 
protect air operations and the people who work at 
Camp Bastion, we will strive to do justice to the 
fine example he set.  His loss is deeply felt by us 
all, but our grief can never be deeper than that of 
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Diane and Kevin and their family, with whom our 
thoughts and prayers are at this most difficult 
time.  He will never be forgotten.  Per Ardua." 
 Flight Lieutenant David Martin, Deputy 
Squadron Commander, 2 Squadron Royal Air 
Force Regiment, No 3 RAF Force Protection 
Wing, said: "Professional, experienced and 
extremely popular, Senior Aircraftman Tomlin 
was one of the best Gunners in 2 Squadron.  He 
excelled at everything he did and he epitomised 
the Royal Air Force Regiment spirit in every way. 
 "He was hugely respected by his peers and 
he frequently mentored the younger members of 
the Squadron.  Joining the Squadron in 2009, 
Senior Aircraftman Tomlin soon proved to be an 
exceptional marksman, displaying an excellent 
flair for field craft.  Senior Aircraftman Tomlin 
enjoyed banter within his close-knit section, 
always remaining upbeat and lifting the spirits of 
those around him.  Already an experienced 
Gunner with a tour in Afghanistan to his name, on 
this tour his confidence grew quickly in just a few 
short months. 
 "He was depended upon time and again to 
provide vital surveillance and reconnaissance and 
long range fire support to his colleagues when 
needed.  Indeed, I witnessed at first hand his quick 
thinking and calm professional manner during a 
meeting with village elders when he and his 
colleagues successfully fought off an insurgent 
attack. 
 "Senior Aircraftman Tomlin was fatally 
wounded whilst on an important engagement 
patrol, reassuring villagers and improving the 
lives of local Afghan people.  He loved his job, he 
was a pleasure to command, and I am honoured to 
have known him.  Senior Aircraftman Tomlin 
clearly possessed an exceptionally bright future 
and the squadron is devastated by the loss of a 
brother.  Our thoughts and prayers are with him, 
his family and friends - we will never forget him.  
Nunquam Non Paratus." 
 Corporal Thomas Vardy, Section 
Commander, 2 Squadron Royal Air Force 
Regiment, No 3 RAF Force Protection Wing, 
said: "I first met Ryan when I was posted to 2 
Squadron in October 2009.  I know it's not fair to 
have favourites, but I took an instant liking to 
Ryan.  He was young, enthusiastic, funny, and 
had knowledge beyond his years. 
 "I had the privilege not only of having 
Ryan on the same flight, but on my section.  He 

was my driver for six months on his first tour of 
Afghanistan in early 2010.  I particularly 
remember haranguing him on his birthday 
because it was 10 o'clock in the morning and he 
still had his night-sight on his weapon.  Ryan was 
very keen and a good soldier.  He was a constant 
source of morale and nothing got him down.  I'm 
certain he would have had a very successful 
career.  It was clear that Ryan was very close to 
his family and friends as he made every effort to 
go back home to Hemel Hempstead at weekends.  
My thoughts and prayers are with his family and 
friends and they should be extremely proud of 
him.  It's hard to put into words how much you are 
going to miss someone.  Ryan wasn't just one of 
my team, he was my friend�.   
 �Nobody had a bad word to say about him 
and it was difficult to put him down.  If you were 
having a photo, he would be in the background 
messing around.  When he got excited the 
decibels went up and he talked too fast, but that 
was just Ryan.  Ryan will be sorely missed and 
never forgotten. Your smile will stay with me 
forever." 
 Senior Aircraftman Robert Zuccolini, 
Signaler, 2 Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment, 
No 3 RAF Force Protection Wing, said: "Ryan 
Tomlin always had morale to give out.  You 
would never find him in a bad mood and he would 
never put you in one.  I had the privilege and 
honour to go through basic training with him.  
Ryan was always someone who could get you 
through the tough times.  He was a 'Rock Ape' 
through and through and passed out with his 
regimental brothers with pride. 
 "After spending a few months in 2 
Squadron doing driver training and getting to 
grips with squadron life, we all went into pre-
deployment training getting ready for Kandahar.  
It was new to us all but no-one seemed worried, 
especially Ryan.  He couldn't wait for the 
operational bonus at the end!  During the tour, 
Ryan proved himself to be an outstanding soldier 
and a true friend. 
 "As a close friend of Ryan, I feel 
privileged to have known someone as talented, 
funny and outgoing who would always be there 
for you, who you could lean on, count on, no 
matter what.  Every Gunner is my brother and 2 
Squadron RAF Regiment has just lost a family 
member. Nunquam Non Paratus."  
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 Lance Corporal Robert Banister, 2 
Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment, No 3 RAF 
Force Protection Wing, said:  "For Ryan Tomlin: 
'Together we stand as warriors, brave and bold.  
We stand in the face of danger, we conquer our 
fears and prevail victorious.  To those who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice, may the spirit of the 
fallen live on in the heart of the warrior'." 
 Secretary of State for Defence Philip 
Hammond said: "I was deeply saddened to learn 
of the death of Senior Aircraftman Ryan Tomlin.  
The tributes of his colleagues in 2 Squadron 
Royal Air Force Regiment speak of a popular 
member of the unit and a confident, respected 
Gunner.  My thoughts at this time are with his 
family and loved ones." 
UK Armed Forces in action worldwide 
 It is a sad fact that Britain's Armed Forces 
have been engaged in warlike operations 
somewhere in the world almost continuously for 
more than three hundred years.  In fact, in the last 
sixty-seven years (since the end of World War II), 
there has been only one year - 1968 - when a 
soldier of the Crown has not been killed while on 
active service somewhere in the world.  
 It is also a little-known fact that the RAF 
Regiment is the only Regiment in the British 
Armed forces which has had men, somewhere in 
the world, carrying live ammunition on active 
service, every single day since we were formed in 
February 1942. 
Family pays tributes at repatriation of Gunner 
killed in Afghanistan  
 On Thursday 23rd February the body of a 
Gunner killed in Afghanistan and described by 
friends and family as "true hero and shining star" 
has been repatriated after being flown to RAF 
Brize Norton in Oxfordshire.  Senior Aircraftman 
Ryan Tomlin, of 2 Squadron, Royal Air Force 
Regiment based at Honington, Suffolk, was killed 
by small arms fire on 13th February.  After a 
private ceremony at RAF Brize Norton he was 
taken to John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford. 
 The cortege drove past the Memorial 
Garden in the nearby village of Carterton where 
Royal British Legion and ex-service Standards 
were lowered before coming to a stop where 
people had gathered.  About 60 friends and family 
had travelled from his home.  They included his 
mother Diane, and father Kevin, who placed red 
roses and white carnations on the hearse.  About 
600 residents from Carterton and Brize Norton, 

many of whom have family in the Air Force, 
joined them to pay tribute to one of their own. 
 A tribute statement said: "Ryan loved and 
lived life to the full. He gave his life at a very 
young age doing the job he loved. Ryan will be 
sorely missed by his family and friends and 
everyone who loved him.  Ryan will be forever 
young and never forgotten. Our true hero and 
shining star."  Hundreds of people also turned out 
to pay their respects as the cortege arrived at the 
final turn on Headley Way before entering the 
John Radcliffe Hospital.  The Gunner was on his 
second tour in Afghanistan and had been working 
with the local population in the Western Dashte 
area, on the edge of Nad-e Ali district, when he 
was fatally wounded.  He died from his wounds at 
Camp Bastion.  He was described as a "highly 
professional and skilful" Gunner and "one of the 
rising stars of his squadron and regiment". 
 Wing Commander Jason Sutton, his 
commanding officer at No 3 RAF Force 
Protection Wing at Camp Bastion, said his death 
had "deprived the RAF Regiment of one of its 
very best".  The airman's death brings the total 
number of British forces personnel or MoD 
civilians to have died while serving in 
Afghanistan to 398. 
 

******************** 
 Our Standard Bearer Rob McGowran 
attended and sent me the following report. 
Rob McGowran Branch Standard Bearer 
 I arrived down Brize Norton at 13 30 
hours and met up with Birmingham Branch 
member Mick Silver who lives and works at Brize 
Norton.  I was early so went back to Mick�s place 

for some lunch.  At about 15.00 hours, we 
departed from Mick�s place to go to the Memorial 
Garden to meet up with other people.  It was 
about 15.30 hours when we were all told by the 
Parade Marshal to form up along the roadside 
facing the Memorial Garden to await the cortege.  
There were thirty-one standards in all, four being 
from the RAF Regiment. 
 There were another two RAF Regiment 
Standards somewhere else along the route from 
the Memorial Garden to the John Radcliffe 
hospital in Oxford.  At about 16.00 hours the 
cortege arrived at the Memorial Garden where all 
the Standards were lowered in honour of SAC 
Ryan Tomlin.  About 60 of his family and friends 
had gathered at the Memorial Garden plus a good 
number of RAF Regiment personnel, past and 
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present.  It was a very good turnout.  When 
Ryan�s family and friends had placed red roses 
and white carnations on the hearse, in the midst of 
hearing and seeing a lot of people crying, the 
cortege moved slowly away. 
 The Standard Bearers were given the order 
to raise Standards, and once it had passed by the 
Memorial Garden, all Standard Bearers were 
given the order to fallout.  And just on a personnel 
note, I think all RAF Regiment Association 
Standard Bearers should parade all together as 
one, especially as Ryan was one of our own, 
 Rocks always stick together, always have 
done, and always will do.  I would just like to give 
a personnel thanks to Mick Silver for his great 
hospitality and presence at Brize Norton. 
 

******************** 
 Many thanks for that report Rob and our 
thanks to you and Mick for representing the 
Birmingham Branch on this sad occasion. 

Service Repatriations Information 
 For future information the RAF Regt 
Assoc Coordinator for Corps veterans� 

participation remains Mr Tich Taylor at 
linda.49taylor@tiscali.co.uk or at 
membSec@rafregt.org.uk . 

�Operation Pabbay� 
 Operation Pabbay is the umbrella title for 
repatriations that is the demanding but vitally 
important role that Base Movements personnel at 
RAF Brize Norton undertake � the repatriation of 
Service personnel who have laid down their lives 
whilst on operations.  
 RAF Lyneham and now RAF Brize 
Norton, have been receiving military dead since 
2007.  Known to the public as Repatriations, to 
the RAF each ceremony is another example of 
Operation Pabbay.  Each time a repatriation takes 
place, an enormous amount of time and trouble is 
taken to ensure that pride, dignity and sensitivity 
are maintained, both for the service, and the 
families concerned. 
 Those killed in action are returned to RAF 
Brize Norton aboard a C-17 Globemaster aircraft.  
Before it lands, it's expected to perform a slow 
flypast over the Brize Norton terminal.  All 
timings are flexible depending on aircraft 
serviceability, foriegn air traffic control etc.  Once 
it's landed, there will be a pause, as the C-17 is 
unloaded of whatever non-Pabbay material it's 
also brought home.  It also has to have certain 

defensive munitions removed; another stark 
reminder of how dangerous it is where its flight 
began.  Then the C-17 will taxi around to the 
terminal, where the families wait and the coffins 
will be carried from the aircraft.  A bugler plays 
�The Last Post� to begin the ceremony.   
 The coffins will be brought off the aircraft, 
taken to the hearses and the hearses will drive off.  
The bugler will sound Reveille when the last 
serviceman's body has been driven away.  Every 
member of the Repatriations Team at RAF Brize 
Norton makes it clear that each ceremony is 
centred around the families and their needs.  
Indeed, when there is a repatriation, noisy base 
operations will be kept to a minimum and certain 
rights of way will be barred to foot and vehicle 
traffic.  Oxfordshire County Council has 
commissioned a Memorial Garden at Norton Way 
on the repatriation route, near RAF Brize Norton, 
Brize Norton village and Carterton.  The Union 
Flag will be flown at the Garden on the days 
repatriations take place.  Trees and poppies will 
be planted around it.  The Royal British Legion 
believes that the garden will become a focal point 
and a fitting place for all members of the public 
and Legion members wishing to gather silently as 
the corteges pass, to pay their respects to the 
fallen.  There is an intent to commission a 
Memorial Bell for the Memorial Garden and 
fundraising is taking place to enable this. 
The Repatriation Memorial Garden 
 The Repatriation Memorial Garden is 
located in Norton Way, Brize Norton.  The 
Memorial Garden was designed by a small group 
of local people including the Royal British 
Legion, community representatives from Brize 
Norton and Carterton, and current and retired 
military personnel.  The design is intended to 
provide a focus for the public to pay their 
respects.   At the centre of the garden is a flag 
pole where the Union Flag from Royal Wootton 
Bassett is flown on the days repatriations take 
place.  The memorial was constructed using 
natural stone sourced from a local quarry in the 
Cotswold area.  Planting of trees around the 
Memorial Garden took place in late September.  
The next change will be for poppies to be sown in 
the grass around the memorial in remembrance of 
past sacrifice in the cause of freedom. 
The Pavilion 
 The sports pavilion at the junction of 
Monahan Way and Norton Way is open to 

mailto:linda.49taylor@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:membSec@rafregt.org.uk
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provide public access to male, female and 
accessible toilet facilities.  Light refreshment 
catering is available for purchase at the pavilion 
kitchen.  The car parking at this site is reserved 
entirely for Blue Badge holders.  Vehicles without 
Blue Badges must park in car park A. 
Toilets 
 A number of unisex portaloos are 
positioned in Northwood Crescent (car park A) 
along the pedestrian route to the memorial site.  
Further toilet facilities are available inside the 
sports pavilion.  Carterton town centre (approx 
half a mile away) also has toilet facilities 
available. 
Catering 
 Refreshments are available in the sports 
pavilion in Norton Way.  Carterton Town Centre 
has two pubs and café facilities available.  There 
are a number of food and refreshment outlets in 
neighbouring villages. 
Memorial bell appeal 
 A campaign to raise funds for a memorial 
bell has now reached its target and the bell will be 
installed in Spring 2012.  The bell is being made 
by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry in London, 
which cast Big Ben. 
The cortege route 
 At Brize Norton village the cortege turns 
left into Carterton Road, and progresses along 
Norton Way, Monahan Way and then heads out 
towards the A40 at Minister Lovell.  Once on the 
A40 the cortege progresses on that road through 
to Oxford, linking to the previous routing from 
RAF Lyneham, exiting onto Marsh Lane at 
Marston and entering the John Radcliffe Hospital 
via Headley Way. 
Welfare Repatriation 
Getting defence personnel home in a hurry 
 Bringing servicemen, women and civil 
servants home from anywhere in the world when 
their families need them most is an exacting task, 
handled with great care at the Bristol-based 
Compassionate Cell.  Deep in the heart of Abbey 
Wood, the Defence Support Chain Operations and 
Movements' Compassionate Cell is an 
unremarkable looking unit � a pair of office desks 
with a six-foot-high map of UK air fields and a 
television screen playing rolling world news.  But 
the job the small team does is vital � bringing 
people home in their hour of need. 

 The team of ten, from all three services, 
work in pairs in shifts which means the unit is 
active 24 hours a day, every day.  There is never a 
moment when serving sailors, marines, soldiers, 
airmen or civil servants on operations do not have 
the comfort of knowing that, if the worst were to 
happen to close family members back home, this 
team would spring into action to get them home to 
be at their loved ones' side. This reassure ance 
allows them to concentrate fully on the task in 
hand.  With British military personnel and civil 
servants on active service across the globe, the 
unit can be tasked with anything from picking a 
soldier out of a forward operating base in the 
middle of Afghanistan, to getting a member of the 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary off a ship in the middle of 
the ocean.  No hard and fast regulations can be 
laid down for the granting of compassionate 
travel; each case requires individual, objective and 
sensitive assessment.  Wing Commander Guy 
Lendon, Head of the Compassionate Cell, said: 
"Every family has a little card with details of the 
JCCC and, should the need arise, they know they 
can get loved ones home as soon as possible, 
taking away one of the stresses of being 
separated." 
 The authority for travel at public expense 
on compassionate grounds rests entirely with the 
Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre (JCCC) 
in Imjin Barracks, Gloucester, or, for civilians, the 
Employee Wellbeing Section of Defence Business 
Services.  Then it's the job of the Compassionate 
Cell to organise the transport.  After negotiations 
with medical staff, the urgency of travel needed is 
agreed as, in this business, hours and even 
minutes really do count.  The cases are classified 
either as compassionate Alphas or Bravos.  The 
Alphas need to be home by the fastest possible 
means; the Bravos need to be home by a specific 
date.  
 Although the use of existing military air 
transport is the default setting, for compassionate 
Alphas it's any means necessary to get the person 
home in time.  This includes buying seats on 
commercial aircraft, arranging special flights of 
military aircraft and even hiring taxis for transport 
from airport to hospital.  A couple of recent cases 
give a flavour of the job's importance.  Last 
summer a Royal Marine in a Forward Operating 
Base in Helmand province, Afghanistan was 
categorised as a Compassionate Alpha due to 
serious illness of a member of his family.  Due to 
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the base's remoteness, he had missed the last 
military transport aircraft by two hours with the 
next one 24 hours later. 
 One of the C-130 Hercules aircraft based 
in Afghanistan was tasked to fly the Marine to 
Minhad Airbase in the United Arab Emirates.  
The Compassionate Cell booked a civilian flight 
from Dubai to Manchester leaving two hours after 
the arrival of the C-130.  This flight arrived at 
Manchester airport where there was a taxi waiting 
to take him to the hospital where his next of kin 
was.  The total time from notification to arrival at 
the hospital was only 20 hours.  In another case a 
soldier on exercise in Canada was told his father-
in-law was seriously ill in a Nottingham hospital � 
he was deemed an Alpha case.  The fastest way to 
get him back to the UK was by a commercial 
flight from Calgary to London Heathrow.  At 
Heathrow he was met by a member of the Civilian 
Airport Detachment � military movements 
personnel who serve the London area � and 
transferred to a waiting military Agusta 109 
helicopter.  The helicopter landed him on the 
sports field at Nottingham University, from where 
he was taken by military transport straight to the 
hospital.  From leaving Canada to arriving at the 
hospital took 17-and-a-half hours.  Wing 
Commander Lendon said:  
 "The people we move are not just numbers 
to the staff of the Compassionate Cell.  The men 
and women who work there care deeply about 
getting these people home, because as serving 
Service personnel themselves, they know that one 
day it could be them needing to get back home in 
a hurry.  If, on the odd occasion, personnel don't 
get back in time to say goodbye to their loved 
ones, the staff on the unit really take a knock; they 
put everything into getting that individual home as 
quickly as possible." 
SQUADDIES SEIZE £32M OF OPIUM 
 Last month British soldiers helped to seize 
£32 million worth of drugs and a cache of 
weapons during two raids in just 48 hours.  They 
were alongside an Afghan Swat team in Helmand 
that uncovered the Taliban�s deadly arsenal and 

drugs stash.  In one raid 90 kg of opium was 
uncovered in Lashkar Gah after a tip-off.  Opium 
is the first stage of heroin and is often sold to fund 
weapons to target British troops and Afghan 
civilians.  
 Afghan Patrolmen from Helmand�s 

Provincial Response Company (PRC) with troops 

from the RAF Regiment and the Queen�s Royal 

Hussars were shoulder to shoulder to help smash 
the drugs ring and provide security during the 
mission.  Earlier the Afghan troops also found 13 
rifles, four rocket- propelled grenade launchers, 
mines and ammunition at a compound in Sangin.  
 The PRC is mentored by troops from the 
RAF Regiment, part of the Police Mentoring and 
Advisory Group.  Flight Lieutenant Tom Foskett 
said: �This has been an extremely successful 48 

hours.�  And the Ministry of Defence said the 
joint action was proof that the war was being won 
in Afghanistan.  An MoD spokesman said: �This 

shows that the commitment and bravery of British 
forces who put their lives on the line to train up 
and mentor our Afghan partners is paying off.  
The key to success in Afghanistan is ensuring that 
in the long term Afghanistan forces are able to 
defend their own country from the Taliban.  Every 
success for the Afghan forces is a small step 
closer towards a peaceful future.� 
Gunner gives insight into life on the 
front line in Afghanistan 
Bullets ricochet off the sides of a Chinook 
helicopter flying straight into the middle of a fire 
fight in war-torn Afghanistan.  Down below, a 
stricken soldier has had a limb blown off after 
stepping on an IED (improvised explosive 
device).  When the Chinook lands, those on board 
will have to brave enemy fire to get their injured 
colleague on a stretcher and back to waiting 
medics on the helicopter. 
 But for heroes like Acting Lance Corporal 
Michael Johnson-Rowe, putting their own lives on 
the line to save others is the most rewarded of 
their job.  Returning from his third Afghan tour, 
Michael has given an astonishing insight into life 
on the frontline.  He lifted the lid on the horrors, 
responsibilities and joys he has experienced as a 
member of the RAF Regiment. 
 Michael, joined up in 2008, and is with 3 
Squadron, RAF Regiment.  The 24-year-old�s first 

two tours of Afghanistan were spent on patrol at 
Camp Bastion in Helmand Province.  And it was 
on his first � a six-month tour from December 
2009 to May 2010 � that he found himself in the 
bullet-ridden Chinook as part of a medical 
emergency response team (MERT).  He said:  
 �The first tour was very dangerous but 

also very enjoyable.  The duties of the MERT are 
to go out and pick up the injured � right into the 
heart of the fire fight.  One that occasion, we were 
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sent out to pick up someone who had lost a leg 
after stepping on an IED.  I can remember the 
sound of the rounds pinging off the Chinook as 
the insurgents started shooting at us. 
 �When you�re in a situation like that 

you�re just focussed on your job � you only really 
think about it afterwards.  We went out with a 
stretcher to pick up the casualty and got him back 
to the helicopter where the medics could work on 
him.  It�s funny but you really want to hear them 

scream � that way you know they are still alive.� 
 Michael spoke of how the troops have to 
adjust to dealing with extremes of temperature 
while in Afghanistan, from a scorching 40 degrees 
Celsius in summer to lows of -15 in the winter.  
On his latest tour � a four-month stint at a front 
operating base in Kabul � his base was completely 
snowed in just as he was due to fly home, 
delaying his departure by a few days. 

Armed Forces to mount spectacular 
tribute for Queen's Diamond Jubilee 

  In honour of Her Majesty The Queen's 60-
year reign Armed Forces personnel will parade 
through Windsor and muster at the castle on 
Saturday 19 May 2012.  Nearly 2,500 troops from 
the Royal Navy, the Army and the Royal Air 
Force will parade through Windsor in the 
presence of Her Majesty and the Duke of 
Edinburgh. 
 They will then muster in the castle 
grounds for a unique event before an audience of 
more than 3,000 Armed Forces personnel, their 
families, and veterans. An impressive, tri-Service 
flypast of current and historic aircraft will 
conclude the celebrations.  Chief of the Defence 
Staff, General Sir David Richards, said: 
 "Her Majesty The Queen's support and 
encouragement over the years has created a very 
special bond between our monarch and her forces.  
That link is felt by all those who have the 
privilege to wear Her Majesty's uniform both in 
the UK and on many varied operations overseas.  
"The parade and muster will truly be a day to 
remember. It is an opportunity to highlight the 
unique relationship the Queen has with the men 
and women of the Armed Forces and of the role 
she fills in our lives." 
 The custom of the Armed Forces paying 
tribute to the monarch during a jubilee year is an 
established tradition.  Similar celebrations were 
held for the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria, 

the Silver Jubilee of King George V, and the 
Silver and Golden Jubilees of the present Queen. 
 To celebrate Queen Victoria's Diamond 
Jubilee in 1897, a Fleet Review was held at 
Spithead, Hampshire, and a Grand Military Tattoo 
was performed for her at Windsor.  King George 
V reviewed all three Services (the Royal Air 
Force had been founded in 1918) at separate 
events for his Silver Jubilee in 1935.  For the 
present Queen's Silver Jubilee in 1977, Her 
Majesty attended a Fleet Review at Spithead, a 
review of the Army in Sennelager, Germany, and 
a review of the Royal Air Force at RAF 
Finningley, South Yorkshire, with further visits to 
the Royal Marines and Cadet Forces.  In 2002, a 
tri-Service event was held at Whale Island in 
Portsmouth for her Golden Jubilee.  The parade 
and muster in Windsor will be the first time all 
three Services have visited the Queen for a 
dedicated event, and will be broadcast by BBC 
Television.  Further details, including information 
on those marching in the parade and the aircraft 
taking part in the flypast, will be released in due 
course. 
The Remembrance Parade Whitehall 
Ticket Allocation  
 Our Association has been allocated 246 
tickets for this year�s Remembrance Day Parade 

in London, to allow for extra members wishing to 
attend, to mark the 70th Anniversary of the RAF 
Regiment.  The following information was sent to 
me by our Chairman Air Commodore Peter 
Drissell RAF (Rtd). 

Remembrance 2012 Association 
Responsibilities 

 With immediate effect the following will 
assume the responsibilities for coordinating for 
the areas designated below for Remembrance 
2012 : 
Cenotaph arrangements and Tickets - Dave 
Gooding Birmingham 
Garden of Remembrance - Steve Horton Essex 
Parade Marshal - Alan Parkes 
Overall control and coordination remains with 
the National Secretary, F Xavier.  
 The former coordinator, Mr T Feeley, 
therefore, does not represent the Association on 
any matter appertaining to Remembrance 2012. 
Peter Drissell RAF Regiment Association 
Chairman 

NATIONAL REMEMBRANCE AT THE 
CENOTAPH � SUNDAY 10 NOV 2012 
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General 
 The Annual Ceremony of Remembrance at 
the Cenotaph is the culmination of the week of 
Remembrance.  The RAF Regiment has had a 
presence on the Veterans March Past for a long 
time.  It is clearly important that the Corps is 
portrayed in the best light in such a globally 
public event and in this, its 70th Anniversary year.  
The Association is responsible to the CG for 
administering the event for the Corps veterans and 
clearly wishes to ensure that the standards for 
which our Regiment is justly proud of and 
renowned for, are maintained.  Therefore, all 
participants in the Corps contingent must be 
dressed suitably for the Parade.  This is 
interpreted as being in a suit or jacket and slacks, 
with RAF Regt tie, and appropriate outer clothing 
reflecting the weather.  Jeans may not be worn. 
Anyone viewed by the Parade Marshal or Senior 
Corps Representative as being inappropriately 
dressed for such an important and sombre 
occasion will be barred from marching with the 
contingent.  Additionally the event is physically 
demanding as participation at the Cenotaph is a 
long and tiring event.  It involves standing around 
for a considerable period on Horse Guards 
awaiting the Parade, and then a long march past 
the Reviewing Officer and back to Horse Guards.  
Only those who are adequately fit, and can 
maintain an extended quick-march, should apply 
for tickets.  Any veterans who wish to participate 
in wheelchairs must be accompanied by a carer or 
indicate the use of a motorized wheel chair 
Ticket Allocation and Bid Process 
Ticket allocation will be as follows:- 
Association Branches minus HQ Roll          120  
HQ Roll                                                20  
Non Association members                      80  
Reserve                                                 40 *  
 Tickets will be controlled centrally by D 
Gooding (CenCoord) in Birmingham, who will be 
the sole link between the Association and the 
RBL for Cenotaph ticketing; he will advise the 
NEC on the progress of the distribution.  Tickets 
will only be issued on receipt of a stamped 
addressed envelope.  Branches will bid for a 
realistic amount of tickets by email to CenCoord.  
All other bids will come individually on a specific 
form and be limited to 1 ticket per applicant.  
Priority will always be given to Veterans of the 
Corps or relatives of fallen members of the Corps.  
Regrettably, it is likely that there will be 

insufficient places to facilitate additional family 
members or children under the age of 18.  
 Communication for the bid process for 
non-Association members will be through the 
Association web site, Face Book page and the 
Face Book Page for the Cenotaph marching.  
Additional signposting will occur in Corps Parish 
eNotices, mini-Flashes and Linkedin.  Non-
Association bidders are to be informed that if the 
number of bidders exceeds the number of tickets, 
a lottery will be held to choose those who will 
receive tickets.  This lottery will be conducted 
through the Association website. 
Bidding procedure 
A Branches/Canadian Chapter 
 Branches/Chapter will bid to CenCoord 
stating how many tickets they need and a nominal 
roll of those attending by 15 September 2012.  
Confirmation of the successful applicants will ne 
notified as soon as possible after that date.  
Tickets may be exchanged within the 
Branch/Chapter allocation providing the change 
of names is also notified no later than   Oct 30th.  
Any surplus tickets are to be returned to 
CenCoord no later than 15 October 2012. 
B HQ Roll Member 
 HQ roll members will bid to the CenCoord 
directly for tickets.  These will be non transferable 
and limited to 1 per bid.  In the event of a shortfall 
of tickets, they will be allocated, in the first 
instance, from any surplus Branch allocation and, 
secondly, from the reserve. 
C Non Association member 
 Non Association members will bid 
individually through a form that will be produced 
and published on the Association Web site 
www.rafregtassoc.org.uk .  Closing date for bids 
will be 15 September.  A lottery for the remaining 
number of tickets including any left over from the 
reserve and branch allocation will be held.  
Successful applicants will then be invited to send 
a SAE to the CenCoord by the 21 October 2012.  
Failure to apply by this date will result in the 
ticket being lost and returned to the reserve pot for 
reissue. 
D Partners of Veteran 
 Priority will always be given to Veterans 
of the Corps or relatives of the fallen.  If ticketing 
allocation allows, the Association has no 
objection to their partners marching subject to the 
above codicil however, this is likely to be on a top 
up basis only. 
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Peter Drissell RAF Regiment Association 
Chairman 

******************** 
 Therefore those wishing to attend from the 
Birmingham Branch should contact our Branch 
President Dave Gooding for tickets. 

Birmingham commits to support 
members of the Armed Forces 
 On 21st February, Birmingham's civic 
leaders joined with representatives of the Armed 
Forces in England's second city to sign an Armed 
Forces Community Covenant.  This important 
new agreement will build on existing good 
relations between the Armed Forces and public 
sector organisations in Birmingham and follow 
several other such agreements signed in 
communities up and down the country.   
 The aim of the Community Covenant is to 
encourage organisations across the UK to support 
the Armed Forces community in accessing the 
assistance they might need.  In Birmingham, the 
Covenant will benefit both serving and ex-Service 
personnel, covering vital areas including housing, 
employment, education and health.   
 Under the Covenant, the council will 
establish a set of principles which will set out how 
it will support veterans in making the transition 
back into civilian life.  In addition, as part of the 
Covenant, members of the Armed Forces will be 
encouraged to do as much as they can to support 
the communities they live in and promote 
activities which help integrate the Service 
community into civilian life.  The UK 
Government launched the Armed Forces 
Covenant in July last year and encouraged the 
introduction of Community Covenants between 
civilian communities and the Armed Forces based 
or living in their areas.  In Birmingham, Brigadier 
Mark Banham said: 
 "The Armed Forces enjoy unparalleled 
support from the City of Birmingham across a 
wide range of disciplines.  This is fostered 
through the close ties that exist between the units 
that are based across the city.  There is also 
national recognition of the role that Birmingham's 
Selly Oak has played in supporting our wounded 
and their families, which has carried on to the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital.  We are proud that this 
Community Covenant recognises those links and 
will carry our relationship into the future." 

194 Squadron Reunion 

 The 17th Reunion of 194 Squadron RAF 
Regiment, will be held at the Park House Hotel, 
Blackpool � telephone number 01253 620 081 - 
from Friday 15th to Sunday 17th June 2012.   The 
reunion is for ex-Rocks who served in Cyprus 
with 194 Squadron � 27 and 37 Squadrons, 3 
Wing 26 Squadron and any other ex-Cyprus 
Rocks for all are welcome.  For further 
information, contact Howard Jones on 01244 
815469.  The cost of the Reunion is £103.00 per 

person for bed, breakfast and evening meal.  And 
as Howard said to me: 
 �There is a large ballroom for all those 
who like to dance, also two other bars where must 
of us will be found having a good drink and 
chatting about all the good times we had.  There is 
nothing formal with no speeches or ceremony.   
 The food is first class, the beer is cheap 
and there is a large free car park.  Last year forty-
two people and their wives attended.  If you are an 
ex-Rock and didn�t serve in any of the squadrons, 
you can still come and have an enjoyable 
weekend, in comradeship�. 
  The Taylor Family acquired the Park 
House Hotel, one of Blackpool's premier Hotels, 
some years ago.  They have invested, improved 
and built the Park House Hotel into the fine 
hospitality experience it is today.  The Hotel has 
an excellent position on Blackpool's prestigious 
North Promenade and is within walking distance 
to the town centre and all major attractions. 
 Guests can enjoy fabulous food, freshly 
prepared using a combination of brand names and 
locally sourced produce.  A full English breakfast 
is available in the morning, and special dietary 
requirements can be catered for.  Entertainment is 
provided seven nights a week in the elegantly 
decorated Chatsworth Ballroom, or in the well-
stocked Lounge Bar.  Free parking is available for 
guests� use, with 3 large car parks surrounding the 

hotel.  Guests can also make use of the leisure 
facilities at Park House�s sister hotel, including a 

sauna, spa bath and a heated outdoor swimming 
pool, which has a large sun bathing patio open 
during summer months. 
 If it's the quieter holiday for you then relax 
in our luxurious sofas situated in our 80 feet long, 
sun lounge overlooking the Irish Sea.  Whatever 
you need to make your stay more comfortable just 
ask and they will do their best to assist. 
 Each bedroom is comfortable and well 
maintained.  All have TVs, radios and tea and 
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coffee-making facilities. There are two passenger 
lifts, servicing all floors. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

Walks, Talks and Much More 
 The National Memorial Arboretum 
presents a series of walks, talks and much more - 
to entice our visitors to discover more about the 
hidden gems can be found at the Arboretum 
throughout the year.  Please note that this is a 
rolling programme that will be updated on a 
regular basis.  Forthcoming events and activities 
include:  
Arboretum Story Circle is a regular monthly 
opportunity to exchange tales and information 
with like-minded people, led by local professional 
story-teller, Maria Whatton.  
2 Years 2 Wars' exhibition of paintings by war 
artist, Douglas Farthing MBE.  
Pollyanna Pickering, Derbyshire based wildlife 
artist, will exhibit during March.  
Weekly each Monday �Walking for Health� in 
association with Rosliston Forestry Centre.  
 For more information on any of these 
events, contact us on 01283 792 333 or email 
<info@thenma.org.uk>.  Please note, event details 
are subject to change, please check before 
travelling. 
New Land Train Route 
 The National Memorial Arboretum 
marked the completion of its second Land Train 
route when it was officially opened on 
Wednesday 29th February.  Staffordshire�s Lord 

Lieutenant, Sir James Hawley, on his last official 
engagement at the Arboretum, declared the new 
route open and named the new train Sir James.  
Later he and his wife, Lady Hawley, joined other 
invited guests for a ride on the train, stopping to 
plant a commemorative tree close to the Basra 
Memorial Wall.  For the remainder of the day, and 
in celebration of the opening, visitors were invited 
to ride on the train free of charge. 
 The Arboretum, which is part of The 
Royal British Legion family of charities, received 
funding for the new land train route from the 
Staffordshire Environmental Fund, in order to 
make areas of the site even more accessible, 
particularly for disabled and elderly visitors. 
 The new route passes close to iconic 
memorials including the Basra Memorial Wall, 
the Polish Armed Forces Memorial, Shot at Dawn 

and the RNLI memorial garden.  There are a total 
of four stops on the route, so once visitors have 
bought a ticket, they can get on and off the train to 
view the memorials at their leisure.   
 Paul Kennedy, curator of the Arboretum, 
said:  �The new train route makes our 150 acre 

site even more accessible.  With over 200 
memorials here, visitors are always surprised by 
how much there is to see and often comment that 
one day isn�t enough, so now they can see more 
during a single visit.  It is also a welcome addition 
for people with mobility issues.� 

Future Events at the NMA 
Wednesday 25th April 2012 
 On Wednesday 25th April, ANZAC Day, 
at 11.a.m. onsite at the Gallipoli Memorial, the 
97th anniversary of the Gallipoli conflict, will be 
remembered with a ceremony, including laying of 
wreaths.  All are welcome to attend.  For further 
information, contact Nadir Imamoglu on 01922 
406604 or at <imamoglu@live.co.uk>. 
Wednesday 28th April 2012 
 On Saturday 28th April at 12.00 noon 
onsite, a memorial service and dedication of 
memorial will be held for the Ulster Defence 
Regiment (UDR).  For further information contact 
Glyn Hanna, UDR County Chairman, on 02841 
763819 or at <glynhanna@btconnect.com 
Saturday 12th May 2012 
 On Saturday 12th May at 1.00 p.m. onsite 
at the PVA Memorial Stone and benches in the 
Mediterranean Campaigns area, the Palestine 
Veterans Association (PVA) will hold an informal 
gathering for members who served as part of the 
British mandate 1923 to 1948.   
 For further information, contact Nick Hill 
(PVA Administrator) on 01653 6977777 (Eden 
Camp Museum) or at <nick@edencamp.co.uk>. 
Saturday 12th May 2012 
 On Saturday 12th May at 12.30 p.m. in the 
Leonard Cheshire Amphitheatre and at the Halton 
Grove, the RAF Halton Aircraft Apprentices 
Association will hold a service to commemorate 
their 90th anniversary and the unveiling of a new 
information board.  For further information 
contact Duncan Grant on 01782 644 315 or at 
<dg.lts1@btinternet.com>. Website: <
www.oldhaltonians.co.uk>. 
Sunday 20th May 2012 
 On Sunday 20th May at 11.30 a.m. a 
service will be held to dedicate a memorial for the 
Falklands conflict.  Places at the main event are 

http://www.oldhaltonians.co.uk/
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limited.   Applications may be made via the 
website below.  Closing date 28th February.    
 For further information contact the 
Secretary, SAMA 82, on 01495 741 592 or at 
<secretary@sama82.org.uk>.   
Wednesday 23rd May 2012 
 On Wednesday 23rd May, onsite in the 
Pavilion Marquee and at the Burma Star Grove, at 
11.00 a.m. for the AGM and at 12.30 p.m. for the 
service, the Burma Star Association (BSA) will 
hold their annual service of commemoration for 
past holders of the Burma Star medal.  For further 
information contact Glynis Longhurst (BSA 
Treasurer) on 020 7823 4273 or at 
<gslbsa@btconnect.som> or at the website  
www.burmastar.org. 
Saturday 2nd June 2012 
 On Saturday 2nd June at 11.15. a.m onsite, 
the Arborfield Old Boys' Association, as part of a 
reunion weekend, will hold a drumhead service of 
Remembrance for ex-apprentices of Arborfield 
Army Apprentices College.  For further 
information contact   David (Tich) Schofield, 
Honorary Secretary, on 01249 248898 or at 
<tich@arborfieldoldboys.co.uk>.  Website:  
<www.arborfieldoldboys.co.uk>. 
Sunday 3rd June 2012 
 On Sunday 3 June at 1.30 p.m. in the 
Millennium Chapel and then onsite, the RAF Boy 
Entrants Association will hold their annual 
memorial service at the Arboretum.  For further 
information contact: Chris Baker on 01623 
461457 or at <cjbaker1@sky.com>.  Website: 
<www.rafbea.org>.  
Wednesday 13th June 2012 
 On Wednesday 13th June at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the RTR Memorial, the Royal Tank 
Regiment (Nottingham Branch) will hold their 
annual service to remember those members of the 
Regiment who have lost their lives.  For further 
information contact Brian Rogers (Honorary 
Secretary) on 07740 631426 or at 
<brian@sherwoodpkg.com.  Website:  
<www.rtra-notts-branch.org.uk>. 
Saturday 23rd June 2012 
 On Saturday 23rd June, the RAF Police 
Association will hold their annual parade and 
service.  Time:  Programme to be confirmed.  
Venue:  Millennium Avenue and onsite.  For 
further information contact Ted Hellewell 
(National Chairman) on 01323 449833.  Website:  
<http://www.rafpa.com/>. 

Wednesday 4th July 2012 
 On Wednesday 4th July at 11.30 a.m. in the 
Millennium Chapel and at the AGC Memorial, the 
Adjutant General's Corps will be holding a 
commemoration service.  For further information 
contact the Assistant Regimental Secretary at 
<rhqagc@btconnect.com> or the website 
<www.rhqagc.com>. 
Saturday 7th July 2012 
 On Saturday 7th July at 12.00 noon in the 
Pavilion Marquee and at the Royal Artillery 
Garden, the Royal Artillery Association (RAA) 
will hold its annual Service of Remembrance and 
wreath laying.  For further information contact: 
Allan Solly (RAA Membership Secretary) on 
01980 845 362 or by email to <ArtyCen-RHQRA-
RAA-MemSec@mod.uk>.   
Friday 27th July 2012 
 On Friday 27 July at 11.30 a.m. in the 
Pavilion Marquee (admission to ticket holders 
only) and BKVA Garden, for a concert by the 
King's Division Band, and 12.00 p.m. for the 
drumhead service of thanksgiving, 
commemoration and Remembrance, the British 
Korean Veterans Association (BKVA) will hold a 
Commemoration Day for the 59th anniversary of 
the Armistice at the conclusion of hostilities in 
Korea.  For further information contact Frank 
Down (Trustee and Event Organiser) on 0116 233 
2136 or at <frank.down@orange.net.>. 
Sunday 9th September 2012 
 On Sunday 9th September at 11.a.m. onsite 
at the Army Apprentice National Memorial, there 
will be a short blessing and interment of the Army 
Apprentice rolls of honour.  For further 
information contact:   John McGahan (Liaison 
Officer) on 01283 703182 or at 
<jmcgahan@talktalk.net>. 
Saturday 10th September 2012 
 On Saturday 10th September at 2.00 p.m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and onsite at BNTVA 
Memorial, the British Nuclear Test Veterans 
Association (BNTVA) will hold a service of 
remembrance.  This is the Association's first 
National Atomic Veterans Awareness Day to 
commemorate all who have served from veterans 
to Royal Navy submariners.  For further 
information contact Bob Smith (Membership 
Secretary) on 01360 311 300 or  at 
<bob60@tesco.net or Jeff Liddiatt (National 
Secretary) on 01275 848 965 or at 



14 
 

 

<jeff_lidiatt@yahoo.co.uk>.  Website:  
<www.bntva.com>. 
Saturday 15th September 2012 
 On Saturday 15th September at 11.00 a.m. 
onsite at the South Atlantic Medal Association 
(SAMA) Memorial, the HMS Invincible WO's 
and CPO's 82 Association will hold a service of 
remembrance.  For further information contact 
Peter Westbrook on 02392 580158 or at 
<pete.westbrook@gmail.com>. Website:  
<http://homepage.ntlworld.com/len.jones1/. 
Saturday 10th September 2012 
 On Saturday 10th September at 2.00 p. m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and onsite at BNTVA 
memorial, the British Nuclear Test Veterans 
Association (BNTVA) will hold a service of 
remembrance.  This is the Association's first 
National Atomic Veterans Awareness Day to 
commemorate all who have served from veterans 
to Royal Navy submariners.  For further 
information contact Bob Smith (Membership 
Secretary) on 01360 311 300 or bob60@tesco.net, 
or Jeff Liddiatt (National Secretary) on 01275 848 
965 or <jeff_lidiatt@yahoo.co.uk>. 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT SECRETARY 
DEATHS: 
 TOMLIN RYAN.  Killed-in-Action.  
RAF Regt SAC Ryan TOMLIN of 2 Sqn RAF 
Regt, born 29 May 90, was Killed-in-Action in 
Afghanistan on 13 Feb 12 aged 21.  SAC Tomlin, 
from Hemel Hempstead, was taking part in a 
partnered patrol to reassure and interact with the 
local population in the Western Dashte area on the 
edge of Nad-e Ali district in Central Helmand 
Province when he was fatally wounded by small-
arms fire from an insurgent attack.  He was 
evacuated by air to the field hospital at Camp 
BASTION where sadly he died.   
 He joined the RAF in Oct 08, completing 
his Trainee Gunners� Course in Apr 09 before 

moving on to the Phase One Field Gunners 
Course.  He was selected to join 2 Sqn RAF Regt, 
based at RAF Honington, in Jun 09.  The Military 
Funeral details will be announced in due course. 
 The OP PABBAY Repatriation into RAF 
Brize Norton took place on Thu 23 Feb 12.  

 DUERDEN MANNY.  Former RAF Regt 
NCO Manny DUERDEN has died. He joined the 
Regt in c.1974, serving on various units including 
37 and 66 Sqns RAF Regt at RAF Catterick, and 
was detached to NI and Belize.  He also served on 
1 Sqn RAF Regt at RAF Laarbruch.  No other 
personal or Service details are known at this time.  
 The Funeral was held at St Anne�s 

Church, Catterick village, at 13.30 on the 28 Feb 
12 followed by cremation in Darlington.  He is 
survived by his wife, Julie, to whom the Corps 
extends its sincere condolences. 
 MOORE PETER.  Former RAF Regt 
member Peter MOORE died in Nov 11.  No other 
personal or Service details are known at this time.  
He is survived by his wife, Mrs R Moore, of 2 
Connaught Ave, Gorleston-on-Sea, Norfolk, 
NR31 7LU, to whom the Corps extends its sincere 
condolences. 
 QUELCH MICHAEL.  Former RAF 
Regt SAC Michael (Taff) Quelch, born 15 Sep 41, 
died on 18 Jan 12 aged 80.  He enlisted in 1959 
and served on 34 (LAA) and 16 (Fd) Sqns RAF 
Regt, and also on 1 Sqn RAF.  He was discharged 
in 1964.  He was a member of the Cambridgeshire 
Branch of the RAF Regt Assoc.  The funeral was 
held on 3 Feb 12 in Cambridge.  He is survived by 
his son, Mr Sean Quelch, of 12 Miller Close, 
Doddington, March, Cambs PE15 0NZ, to whom 
the Corps extends its sincere condolences.  
 HASSAN KAMRUL.  RAuxAF Regt 
Gnr.  RAuxAF Regt Gnr Kamrul HASSAN, of 
504 Sqn RAuxAF based at RAF Cottesmore, died 
as a result of a road traffic accident on 24 Feb 12, 
aged 28.  No other details are known and funeral 
details will be announced at a later date.  The 
Corps extends in sincere condolences to the 
family.  
 HODDINOTT GODFREY.  Retired 
RAF Regt Sqn Ldr Godfrey (known as Geoffrey) 
HODDINOTT, born 15 Jul 23, died on 26 Feb 12 
aged 88.  He was commissioned on 2 Jul 47 and 
promoted to the rank of sqn ldr on 1 Jul 58.  He 
retired on 15 Jul 68.  No further Service details 
are known at this time.  The funeral was held at 
12.00 on Sat 10 Mar 12 at the Harlington 
Methodist Church, Harlington, Bedfordshire.  He 
is survived by his wife, Irmgard, of 74 Westoning 
Road, Harlington, Bedfordshire LU5 6PD, to 
whom the Corps extends its sincere condolences.  
NEW NOTICES: 



15 
 

 

AIR RANK AND COMMAND 
APPOINTMENTS 
 It has been announced that Air Cdre N 
Bray CBE MA RAF will become the RAF Force 
Protection Force Commander (FPF Comdr) wef 2 
Apr 12. 
EXERCISE ROCK HARD TRIATHLON 
 Between 16 Jun � 1 Jul 12, a 12-person 
team from RAF Honington in Suffolk will be 
embarking on a unique and physically demanding 
challenge: a 1000-mile triathlon from Land�s End 

in Cornwall to John O�Groats at the most 

northerly tip of Scotland.  
 The team is made up military and civilian 
personnel from RAF Honington, with a range of 
experience and abilities.  In addition to the cycle, 
all members of the team will complete swims 
across the width of the three largest lakes in the 
home nations: Lake Bala, Lake Windermere and 
Loch Ness.  In addition to climbing the three 
highest peaks: Mount Snowdon, Scafell Pike and 
Ben Nevis.  The challenge, which is known as the 
ROCK HARD TRIATHLON, is expected to take 
14 days and will aim to raise funds for the RAF 
Benevolent Fund; the RAF�s leading welfare 

charity.  The event also coincides with the 70th 
anniversary of the formation of the RAF 
Regiment; as a result, the triathlon will aim to 
raise awareness of the contribution that the RAF 
and the RAF Regiment make to the Defence of 
the UK.  If you would like to sponsor the team, 
donations can be made via the justgiving website 
or by contacting Wg Cdr Lee Morgan on 01359 
237349.  Any contributions will go directly to the 
RAF Benevolent Fund and play a crucial role in 
the supporting the moral and well being of current 
and past members of the RAF and their families.  
For more information go to the Internet: 
http://www.justgiving.com/RockHardTri or 
Facebook: search Rock Hard Triathlon. 
VACANCIES FOR ADDITIONAL DUTIES 
COMMITMENT (SO2 FP CONCEPTS & 
DOCTRINE) - UPDATED 
 Vacancies have arisen for 2 x sqn ldr 
(RAF Regt or RAFP) to serve on a part-time, 180-
days per year Additional Duties Commitment 
(ADC) as SO2 FP Concepts and Doctrine, as a 
part of the RAF FP Centre, Lessons and Concepts 
Cell.  Although working for RAF Honington, the 
posts would be established at any RAF FP Force 
Element location or HQ RAFP, allowing the 
applicant to serve in his geographic area of choice 

on ADC Terms and Conditions of Service.  The 
appointments would suit anyone of the 
appropriate rank recently retired or about to retire.  
 The closing date for applications is 9 Mar 
12; interviews will take place at RAF Honington 
in Mar 12 (date tbc).  For further information 
including how to apply for these vacancies, 
contact FS Gary Stannard, FP Centre Adjt on (tel) 
01359 237302 or Email at <HON-
FPCenAdjt@mod.uk>. 
BLACK EAGLE REUNION 2012 - 63 SQN 
RAF REGT  
 Preparations are currently underway to 
once again hold a Sqn Reunion Event in the 
Union Jack Club in London on Fri 15 Jun 12.  
This prestigious event is open to all former and 
serving members of 63 Sqn RAF Regt and will 
include a Meet & Greet followed by a buffet meal.  
 If you are interested in participating, or for 
more information, contact WO Alan Wanbon 
RAF Regt, SWO, RAF Marham, Kings Lynn, 
Norfolk PE33 9NP or at Email at (Mil) MRM-
SWO@mod.uk or (Civ) alanwanbon@msn.com . 
CORPS CHARICATURIST SOUGHT 
 The Regtl Sec is seeking to identify a 
suitable artist who would be prepared to produce a 
series of caricatures of Regtl characters from the 
past 70 years.  If you think you may be that 
person, or know of someone suitable, please 
contact him at HON-HQRAFRegtSec@mod.uk.  
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
* Provisional Dates 
7 Apr - 90th Birthday of 2 ACC / II Sqn RAF 
Regt. 
12-13 Apr - RAF AC Assoc Spring Reunion � 
Morley Hayes (Dinner on 13 Apr)  
9 May - 58 Sqn RAF Regt Standard Presentation 
(RAF Leucahrs) 
11-14 May - RAF Regt Assoc Spring Social 
(Nidd Hall, Nr Harrogate). 
12 May - Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration (Catterick). 
30 May - RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Reception 2012 (House of Lords) � * Date 
Change 
4 Jun * - Naming Ceremony (for those killed in 
2011) at the National Armed Forces' Memorial 
(NMA Alrewas). 
15 Jun - 63 Sqn RAF Regt Assoc Reunion (Union 
Jack Club, London). 
30 Jun - UK Veterans� Day + RAF Regt Annual 

Memorial Commemoration (NMA Alrewas) 

http://www.justgiving.com/RockHardTri
mailto:HON-FPCenAdjt@mod.uk
mailto:MRM-SWO@mod.uk
mailto:alanwanbon@msn.com
mailto:HON-HQRAFRegtSec@mod.uk
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3 Jul - 3 Sqn RAF Regt Homecoming Parade and 
25th Anniversary Families Day (RAF Wittering) 
19 Jul - II Sqn RAF Regt 90th Anniversary 
Families� Day (RAF Honington). 
21 Jul - RAF Regt Assoc NEC Mtg 2-11 (venue 
TBC) 
1 Aug - Centurion Journal 2012 - Article 
Deadline. 
28 Sep � 1 Oct - RAF Regt Assoc AGM and 
Reunion (Wyboston Lakes) 
18-19 Oct - RAF AC Assoc Autumn Reunion � 
Morley Hayes (Dinner on 19 Apr)  
26 Oct - RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner 2012 (RAF Club, London). 
11 Nov - Remembrance Day (Nationwide). 
2013 
31 Jan - Corps Operational Review (RAF 
Honington). 
1 Feb - 71st Anniversary of the Formation of the 
RAF Regt. 
1 Feb - Corps Officers� Briefing and Corps 
Formation Dinner 2012 (RAF Honington). 
 
Well that�s all for now, keep smiling if you can 
and stay happy. 

   Malcolm   



 

16

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thurs 15th-Fri 30th Mar   2012 Battle for Meiktila An 
Saturday 17th March     2012 St Patrick�s Day 
Thursday 5th April      2012 11th Ann Ded of Mem 
Saturday April 21st      2012 B�ham St G Concert 
Monday 23rd April      2012 St George�s Day 
Wednesday 25th April    2012 ANZAC Day 
Sunday 29th April      2012 ANZAC Day Parade 
Fri 11th-Mon 14th May   2012 Spr Reunion Nidd Hall 
Saturday 12th May     2012 Annual Chapel Comm. 
 
 

Saturday 16th June     2012 24th Ann Branch 
Sunday 17th June     2012 Cosford Air Show 
Sunday 24th June     2012 National Service Day 
Sunday 24th June     2012 Mem Service Plymouth Ho 
Sunday 24th June     2012 Allied Air Forces Mem 
Saturday 30th June    2012 Regt Ann Comm NMA 
Saturday 15th Sept    2012 Battle of Britain Day 
Sunday 6th October     2012 Merchant Navy Day 
Sunday 21st October     2012 Battle of Trafalgar 
Sunday 4th November     2012 Midlands Fest of Rem 
Saturday 10th Nov     2012 B�ham Poppy Ball 
Sunday 11th Nov     2012 Remembrance Sunday 
Sat 24th-Sun 25th Nov     2012 B�ham Int Tattoo 
Friday 30th November    2012 St Andrew�s Day 
Friday 1st February    2013 71st Ann RAF Regt 
Friday 1st February     2013 Branch Subs Due 
Thursday 14th February  2013 Branch AGM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR 
YOUR 
DIARIES

MAKE
A

DATE

T H IS  N EW S LE TT ER  IS P H O T O CO P IED  AN D  BO UN D  B Y K IN D
P ER M ISS IO N  O F  W R A G G E AN D  C O  S O LIC ITO RS

CHAIRMAN 
Ron Sharp     
46 Lightwood Road 
Yoxall, Burton on Trent 
Staffordshire DE13 8QE 
Tel No: 01543 472411 
r.sharpe@homecall.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT 
Dave Gooding 
31 Queen Elizabeth Road 
Rubery, Rednal 
Birmingham 
West Midlands B45 0NE 
Mob: 07982 425539 
wolf480@virginmedia.com 
 
MINUTE SECRETARY 
Ken Bridgwood 
29 Claverdon Drive 
Great Barr 
Birmingham 
West Midlands, B45 5HR 
Tel: 0121 357 4242 
Kenbridgwood@aol.com 
 
RESEARCH CO-ORD/ 
LINK-UP DATA BASE 
Hughie Cooper 
11 Sandringham Close 
Baswich Lane 
Stafford, ST17 0AB 
Tel: 01785 242269 
loz@monarchs.freeserve.co.uk 
 

TREASURER 
Tom Magee 
11 Pavilion Avenue 
Smethwick, Warley  
West Midlands, B67 6LA 
Tel: 0121 429 5635 e-mail 
rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT 
Peter Swash 
�Mdina� Rowney Green Lane 
Rowney Green 
Redditch 
Worcestershire, B48 7QF 
Tel No: 01527 60870 
peter.swash1@btinternet.com  
 
STANDARD BEARER 
Robert McGowran 
11 Hindon Grove 
Acocks Green 
Birmingham 
West Midlands B27 7JP 
Robertmcgowran63@hotmail. 
co.uk 
 
FINANCIAL AUDITORS 
Trevor and Joan Round     
7 Board School Gardens 
Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY3 1XA 
Tel: 01902 672597 

SECRETARY 
Malcolm A Baldwin 
61 Pear Tree Crescent 
Solihull Lodge, Shirley 
Solihull, B90 1LE 
Tel: 0121 608 3791 
Baldwinmalc@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
BRANCH 
QUARTERMASTER  
Tom Magee 
11 Pavilion Avenue 
Smethwick, Warley  
West Midlands, B67 6LA 
Tel: 0121 429 5635   e-mail 
rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk 
 
RBL LIAISON OFFICER 
Dave Gooding 
31 Queen Elizabeth Road 
Rubery, Rednal 
Birmingham 
West Midlands B45 0NE 
Mob: 077597 36879 
wolf480@virginmedia.com 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
OFFICER/SOCIAL SEC 
Michael Beard 
21 Abingdon Road 
Bloxwich, Walsall 
West Midlands 
WS3 2SX 
Tel: 01922 491453 
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