EX-FLIGHT SERGEANT ALAN O’NEILL
(8 October 1935 – 31 July 2014)

It is with deep regret that we report the death of one of our Branch Founder Members,
Alan O’Neill. Born on 8 October 1935 in Salford, near Old Trafford, during the early days
of WWII, he was evacuated to Lancaster along with other children. This was to keep them
safe from the German Blitz of Southern England. For their stay in their northern safe area,
they were accommodated for some of the time in Lancaster Prison.
Alan had three brothers and one sister. He and one brother both served in the RAF with
Alan joining the RAF Regiment in July 1950 and his brother, Bill, who was 11/2 years his
senior, joining the RAF Police. Alan went on to serve a total of 28 years with the RAF
Regiment with postings to Singapore, Cyprus, Germany as well as the UK.
Alan met a Salford girl, Joyce whom he married in Salford on 28 Sep 1957. Joyce was to
accompany Alan around the world on his many postings over the years of his service. They
were blessed with a family of two, a son, Ralph and a daughter, Kay.
Alan’s funeral service was held in Cranwell Village Church on Tuesday 12 August 2014 at
which there was a large turn-out of the Regimental Family and friends. A ‘Guard of Honour’
by some 20 of his comrades from the RAF Regiment Association lined the pathway to the
Church on the day. After the service, Alan’s coffin was carried from the Church to the
Regimental March ‘Holyrood’.

I will not cease from mental Fight
Nor shall my Sword sleep in my hand;
Till we have built Jerusalem
In England’s green and pleasant land.

“We will remember him.”

Annie Alethia Tregaskis

(17 June 1919 – 22 August 2014)

A Personal Tribute to Annie
By Horace Cox – Wrawby, August 2014
Annie Tregaskis, born Annie Alethia Johnson, Gainsborough 1919. A wonderful Lady,
a friend to everyone, honest, loyal and always there to help in any way, very generous,
kind and there for anyone in need.
During my long illness both in Scunthorpe and Hull hospitals, Ann never failed to
visit in any way possible and helped me through a difficult, long period.
Annie overcame all the setbacks in her life, a brave lady.
Moving into Wold Court in 1997, we made friends, had many lovely, enjoyable Holidays in
England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland and France. She enjoyed travelling.
Many years of happiness, it will be very hard and I cannot imagine life without her.
Annie is at peace now and in God’s care, sadly missed and will always be in
our thoughts.
Horace and family.
17 years as neighbours and friends.

Rest in peace

BRANCH VISIT TO RAF COLLEGE CRANWELL
It is never easy to select a date for our outing as we have a very scattered membership
living all over Lincolnshire. The day decided on was Friday, 20 June which was a really
glorious and sunny day.

We met at the Guard room at 10.00 am where we were all

given car and personal passes which had been pre-booked.
From there we set off in a convoy to the WOs & Sgts Mess where the Mess Manager,
Paul Munro, had arranged tea, coffee and biscuits.

This had all been laid out in the

Manby Room and at 11.00 am we were all seated comfortably there and ready for a
presentation talk by Ben Bennett MBE, (Gary).His subject was “The House of Lords” and
everyone was very interested in this hour- long talk, well delivered and illustrated with
“House” hand-outs from Ben. At a later date, we may be able to partake in a guided
visit around The House of Lords.
After a “pay as you dine” lunch in the Mess, we set off to meet Hazel Crozier, the
curator of the RAF College at 1.30 pm.

The history of the College with some well-

known names such as Smuts, Longcroft and others was mentioned in our introduction to
the tour of this beautiful building.

While

standing on the front steps of the College,
overlooking

“The

Orange”

and

Ground, we watched two sets

the

Parade

of

Officer

Cadets, about 60 in number, practising their
“slow march”.
This brought back memories to me and to some
of the other ex-drill instructors in our party.
When a few photographs had been taken on the College Steps, we moved on to the
hallowed “red carpet” in the Rotunda. No cadet dare step on this carpet until after his
graduation parade.
However, we were just ’hovering’, while Hazel briefed us about the laid-up standards on
display.

College history with names and

dates and traditions were all mentioned.
The Standards may be there temporarily,
until a Squadron is reformed or until they
are moved elsewhere.
Then it was through to the “Founders
Gallery”

where

the

portraits

there

commemorate those men principally involved
with the establishment of the Royal Air
Force and the Cadet College at Cranwell.
These included Field Marshal Ian Smuts,
AVM Sir Charles Longcroft, Lord Hugh Trenchard and Sir Winston Churchill. His picture
leads you to believe that he is watching and following you around.

Passing Gp Capt

Douglas Bader, Prince Charles, Wg Cdr Malcolm and up to the present AVM Sir Steven
Dalton, we then moved into the Dining Room, where there were more pictures such as
that of Sir Frank Whittle, of jet engine fame.
Because of the heat and standing for some time, some of us sat on the dining chairs to
rest

while

explaining

Hazel
about

did
the

some

further

traditions

that

happen in there such as routine meals for
cadets in training to formal banquets for
Royalty and other visiting dignitaries.
The west end of the room is dominated by
the large bonze eagle which was presented
by Sir Philip Sassoon who was Secretary
of State for Air in 1933. In its grasp is
the Queen’s Colour for the Royal Air
Force College. The present Colour was
Founders Gallery

presented to the College by His Royal
Highness The Prince of Wales on 19 July

2001.From the Dining Room we went upstairs to the Lawrence Library where we saw
several more photographs of such notable people as Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir
Arthur Harris and TE Lawrence who served at Cranwell as an Aircraft Mechanic. After
a short ‘time there we were all ready to make our way home with great memories of
what we had heard and seen.

Our Party on the College Steps

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY BRANCH FUND-RAISING STALL
RAUCEBY WAR WEEK-END
Our team of stalwarts were out in strength this year again at the Rauceby War Week-end
during the August Bank Holiday.
The Branch team, Geordie, Terry, Andy and Tom arrived on site at 1400 hours on Friday,
22 August, with all the equipment to set up for the Saturday, Sunday and Monday. After a
couple of hours hard work, the tent was up and everything was in place, including 200 well
wrapped bottles of water, ready for an 0900 hours start the next morning.
Come the Saturday morning, the weather
was reasonable and the team, for day
one, turned up on the site at 0900 hours
to prepare for the 1000 hours opening
stampede. Our ladies put the kettles on
to boil and a moral boost was provided.
People started to arrive and very soon
they were into the war-time spirit,
wearing great outfits and enjoying wartime food and drinks.
A sign outside our stall which read, “Free tea, coffee and biscuits” obviously did the trick,
as curiosity overcame every-one and in they came. They were keen to know what the
stacks of wrapped bottles on the table was all about? So when they found out that they
might win a bottle of wine by paying a £1, (or 6 for £5), all were keen to have a go.
Quite a few of the crowd remembered us from previous years and in particular “The Bevan
Boys,” who treated it like a little
re-union. It was really good to see
people come back to see us again and
of course buy our bottles of water
and wine. By the end of the day, we
were well pleased when we had
£230.00 in our kitty.
Day two, being a better day weather
wise, and things got off to a good
start with the crew on site at 0900
hours. The sun was on our side and
this in turn brought extra people to
the event which helped all stalls
including ourselves. Also a scheduled fly-past by the Vulcan and Lancasters certainly helped
bring people in. By the end of the day, we were well pleased with another £261.50 in our
box.
Then for our final day there, it was not a good morning to put it mildly. Blustery wind and

rain for the most of the time, just about explains the scene. It was also noticeable that
quite a lot of the stall-holders had packed up and gone home the evening before. They
obviously had a better forecast then we did. Having said that, we still raised another
£112.50 in the box. Suffice to say that by 1400 hours we had, had enough of the poor
weather and decided to strike camp which is not so easy to do when everything is wet.
Nevertheless, we got on with it and recovered everything to Tom’s garage. By good luck,
the following day was good and all the tentage was dried and packed away for another
year.
Three enjoyable days were had by us all but also a lot of hard work involved in order to
make it a success. The planning for the event started way back at our AGM in March when
we all agreed to do this for yet another year. We have some great members in the Branch
who did their best to make the event such a success for us .One thing that we did miss this
year was a visit from Sir Winston Churchill .Last year he arrived in his Rolls Royce with two
armed body guards and had tea with us. We guessed he must have slept in.
So to everyone who helped in whatever way, we owe our grateful thanks. Our cheque for
the Air Ambulance on Remembrance Sunday is now secure. Also as a bonus, we have secured
two new members for the Association over the event.
TCM

CENTURION JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Despite the Corps having some 2,400 serving members and an estimated 30-40,000
surviving veterans among its ranks, the current subscriptions for the Centurion
Journal numbers under 1,000 with the numbers falling routinely. The number was some
1,400 only three years ago.
While the financial stability of the Journal is not under immediate threat, the number of
subscribers reflects very poorly upon the Corps family’s support and those who do not
currently subscribe are asked to consider doing so. The RAF Regt-Fund-subsidised cost is
currently £12 pa that, for such a highly-regarded, 200-page full-colour publication, is
excellent value; the Ghurkha journal costs £22 pa for example.
Subscription forms to establish a Direct Debit are available from the Subs Sec – Flt Lt Gary
Butler - at HON-Regt-FundSubSec@mod.uk or from any RAF Regt Fund Management
Committee Member.
The latest application form is version 2013-1 and all previous versions should be destroyed.
[CPeN 322].
Any Branch Member unsure about how to go about this worthwhile subscription which covers
the magazine should contact the Branch Secretary, Jon Cooper, for an application form.
He can be contacted by telephone on 01-636-688550.

NO 34 SQUADRON BOFORS GUN GETS PRIDE OF PLACE
An RAF Regt veteran has told of one of his proudest moments after a plaque was unveiled to
his fallen colleagues.
Wally Stewart, 71, a former flight sergeant and dad-of-two from Seaton Carew, is a
volunteer at the Heugh Gun Battery. He was the man who, two years ago, helped to bring a
1950s Bofors gun to the Battery on Hartlepool’s Headland.
Now, after a poignant
ceremony, a plaque stands by the anti-aircraft gun in permanent tribute. It reads:

“This gun is dedicated to the memory of all members of the RAF Regiment who paid the
supreme sacrifice, and all members who have since passed on.”
Wally originally helped to bring the gun to
the museum from RAF Spadeadam, in
Cumbria in November 2011.

1Wally & Wg Cdr Milson

Now he has arranged and part funded a
plaque to stand next to the gun and
proudly watched as Wg Cdr Tony Milson
from RAF Leeming performed the unveiling
ceremony. Also there were a number of
serving members of the RAF Regiment as
well as veterans in attendance. Wally
served in the Royal Air Force Regiment and
worked on one of these guns, a low-level
air defence weapon, firing four rounds a
second.

Mr Stewart used a similar gun in 1974 in Cyprus when Turkey invaded the Mediterranean
Island. He said he is very proud. Everyone talks about doing something for their regiment,
perhaps something like a trophy but to have a Bofors gun and plaque unveiled as a war
memorial, I am over the moon with that.
“It is something that will be there forever and I am chuffed to bits with that. It is the
honour of getting a memorial for the Regiment.”
One of Wally’s hopes is that there can be an annual ceremony at the memorial, possibly on
February 1, which is the anniversary of the Royal Air Force Regiment. The Bofors 40-70
gun was pulled out of a swamp in Cumbria where it had been derelict for 20 years along with
a lot of others. He said the gun was now an excellent working model again and a “fine
example” of the last anti-aircraft gun of its type.
It is a permanent part in what is possibly the largest collection of anti-aircraft weapons in
the country. Well done, Wally!
TCM
(Reproduced by kind permission of Mr Stewart).

BOMBER COMMAND MEMORIAL
HISTORY IN THE MAKING
An impressive memorial park dedicated to the brave service personnel of Bomber Command has
won planning permission.
Plans for the project, which aims to provide a lasting memorial to one of Lincolnshire’s most
significant contributions to the Second World War, have been unanimously approved by North
Kesteven District planners.
At this moment there are only two memorials to the RAF nationally, but there is no indication of
what actually went on at those two places.
This memorial will be most
impressive and the names of all the
crew members who lost their lives in
the war will be inscribed on the
surrounding walls. “It will talk to
future generations”. This was a big
battle which needs to be known, not
just now, not in the future but for
hundreds of years to come.
The memorial park, off Canwick Hill
and Canwick Avenue, in Lincoln, is
expected to attract over 50,000
visitors every year. It will include an interpretation centre and two peace gardens with seating
and memorial features. A future application, for a 30m spire to be built within the site, is
expected to be considered by the authority in the near future.
The interpretation centre will tell the story of Bomber Command and serve all 25,611 lost flying
from those bases, with exhibitions, interpretation, educational and lecture space and landscaped
peace gardens featuring memorial features from across the world.
The 25,611 names will be engraved on two- metre high circular walls within the Memorial Park.
The team behind the memorial said that they were delighted that their plans were unanimously
approved.”The Lincolnshire Bomber Command Trust is extremely grateful for the unanimous
support for the Palnning Committee. This permission will allow the Trust to start work on the site
to create a significant international tourist attraction reflecting the importance of the County’s
contribution to World War II and the bravery and sacrifice of those who served in Bomber
Command.
Work has started in August this year with an anticipated opening date of September 2015. The
history of Bomber Command will be brought to life in this new Internation Centre, based in
Lincoln. Telling personal stories from across the world of those who served, suffered and
supported . The Centre will ensure future generations can commemorate and discover the
detailed history of those connected to Bomber Command.
TCM

LINCOLN’S TANK MEMORIAL ON TRACK
Lincoln’s Tank Memorial is to be unveiled on the Tritton Road roundabout next May, 2015.
A group set up to commemorate the first tank ever built has announced that the memorial
will be unveiled on 10 May 2015m 100 years after William Foster & Co were in the early
stages of building it.

“ BRAVO LINCOLN”
“Onward, Imps from Lincoln, like grim ghosts of the night,
Smash through the German barricades, and fill their souls with fright.
Instil the fear of Hades, into their craven hearts,
Roll on, crawl on, you’ll crush them, even though in fitful starts.
Lincoln Imp

Spit out your fire, and thunder on, pour out your deadly shell,
Smash down the vaunted “Iron Hand,” don’t give them breathing spell,
Onwards, Boys from Lincoln, behind these giant Imps,
Smash through the German rank and filed, creep on, like shadowy Nymphs.

Thrust strong and keep your shining steel, hoarse cheers upon your throats,
The sun will shine with victory‘s smile upon your blood stained coats,
God bless you lads, and speed you on, our hearts are warm tonight.
We pray that soon you’ll all be home, proud victors of the fight.
Roll on the Tanks that smash the ranks of the Kaiser’s Prussian Guard,
We Boys and Girls will turn them out in scores from shop and yard,
We’ll work our gingers to the bone until the Loy Bells ring.
For England, Home and Beauty,
God bless our Gracious King!”

Lincoln Tank in action
Dec 1917

THE BRANCH WELCOMES FIVE NEW MEMBERS

A very big welcome is extended to the latest five new members to join The Association and
in particular the Lincolnshire Branch.

Flight Sergeant Martin O’Brien:
Martin, who is currently serving at the RAF College, joined the RAF Regiment in May 1982.
After his basic training and RAF Regiment training, he had his first posting to No. I
Squadron at RAF Laarburch in Germany, where he remained until January 1986.
Thereafter, he had various posting in the UK and Germany which included the following. RAF
Catterick, RAF St Athan, RAF Laarbruch again followed by RAF stations Honington,
Aldergrove, Honington, Kirton –in-Lindsay, Honington, Wittering and finally now serving on
OACTU at RAF College, Cranwell.
Martin has his home in Coleby, near Lincoln. We hope to see him at our monthly meetings
at RAF Waddington very soon and also at our functions later in the year.

Flight Sergeant Philip Holt:
Philip, currently serving at the RAF College, joined the Royal Air Force in January 1984.
After his basic training at Swinderby and training at the RAF Regiment Depot, he had his
first posting to No 48 Squadron at RAF Lossiemouth where he remained for two years.
Thereafter he moved around a lot, firstly unto 20 Squadron USAF at RAF Honington,
(1985-1989), then (1989-1991) to MSTF, (RAF Police) RAF Newton and again 1991-1997
to No 15 Squadron at RAF Honington.
From there it was a move to No 37 Squadron at RAF Bruggen, (1997-2001) and then with
them on to RAF Wittering, (2001-2005), before joining No 26 Squadron at RAF Waddington
from 2005-2008.

Further to this he had a move to No 504 Aux Squadron at RAF

Cottesmore from (2008-2009), and from (2009- 2012) he joined No 34 Squadron at RAF
Leeming. This finally brought him to OACTU at the RAF College in 2012 where he is still
serving.
Philip lives in Greylees, near Sleaford with his partner, Charlotte, (Charlie) and we look
forward to their attending our meetings and functions in the coming months.

Ex-Flight Sergeant Dave King:
Dave joined the Corps in 1992 and soon after completing his basic training and Rapier
training, had his first posting to No.63 Squadron at RAF Gutersloh, Germany. Thereafter

he had various postings in the UK and Germany which included several postings on 27
Squadron at RAF Leuchars, 66 Sqn at RAF West Raynham, OACTU at RAFC Cranwell, RAF
Neatishead, QCS RAF Uxbridge, Training Wing at the Regiment Depot, then 4001Flt/2623
Squadron and finally No 15 Sqn at the Regiment Depot.
When Dave left the service in November 2006, he moved to Scotland where he resided for
seven years. He now lives in the village of Walcott in Lincolnshire with his wife, Avril. Once
again, we look forward to meeting them both at our RAF Waddington meetings and social
functions where they will be made most welcome.

Ex-Senior Aircraftman Royston Davis, (Dave):
Dave had a short service career with the Corps but nevertheless, served on no less than
three different squadrons. He joined up in 1970 and served until 1976. His postings were
on No 37 Squadron at RAF Catterick, 1970-71, from there to 27 Squadron at RAF
Gutersloh from 1971-1974 and finally on No 15 Squadron at RAF Wittering from 19741976.
After leaving the RAF, Dave joined the Police Force where he served for several years and
was awarded the Long Service Medal. He now spends most of his time on a narrow boat on
Derbyshire Canals. He has relatives in Sleaford where he returns frequently.
We hope to see him at our RAF Waddington meetings when he is back here. As always he
will find a warm welcome awaits him.

EX-Senior Aircraftman Pete Melton:
Pete, who joined up in August 1974, served for a total of ten years with the RAF Regiment
and during that time, he had posting to three different squadrons with the RAF Regiment.
After basic and Regiment training, his first posting was to No 51 Squadron at RAF
Wittering from Dec 1974-Sep 1975. Then from Sep 1975-June 1979 he served with 16
Squadron at RAF Wildenrath and finally from June 1979 until Jan 1984, he served with No
27 Squadron at RAF Leuchars.
Pete decided to leave the Service at the end of his ten years in uniform and settled in
Donnington-on-Bain in a civilian job. We hope to see Pete and his wife when they can make
it to our meetings at RAF Waddington perhaps as early as October.

FORTHCOMING FUNCTIONS
Remembrance Day Luncheon, Sunday 9 November 2014
The Solo Club Sleaford – Approx 1300 hrs
Main Courses – a) Roast beef.

B) Roast chicken

Sweets – a) Apple and raspberry crumble with custard. b) Lemon Meringue pie with cream.
c) Vanilla Ice-cream
Tea or Coffee
Cost: £15 subsidised to £10 for Branch Members
A glass of Port for the “Loyal Toast is included.
Guests pay the full price.
________________________________________________________________________

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON – SATURDAY 20 DECEMBER 2014
The Solo Club, Sleaford – 1200 hours for 1230 hours
Starters:

a) Curried Parsnip Soup with bread roll and butter
b) Creamy Garlic Mushrooms on toasted Ciabatta
c) Prawn Cocktail with brown bread and butter
d) Duck Parfait with orange and Cointreau Glaze

Main Courses:

a) Traditional Roast Turkey with all the trimmings.
b) Roast Silverside of Beef with Yorkshire Pudding
c) Fisherman’s Pie topped with Cheesy Mash
d) Cranberry and Brie Wellington with mushrooms, hazelnuts and Spinach.

Sweets :

a)
b)
c)
d)

After Dinner:

Coffee/Tea and Mince Pies

Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce
Cream filled Profiteroles with Chocolate Sauce
Warm Apple Strudel with Cream
Vanilla Ice-cream

Cost:

£17.95 Per Person subsidised to £12.00
Guests pay the full price.

The above cost includes wine on the tables and Port for the Loyal Toast.
Background music will be provided and the “well known” super Christmas Raffle will be held.
PLEASE CONTACT TOM OR JEAN TO BOOK OR DO SO AT THE OCTOBER BRANCH MEETING

