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Dear Readers. 

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
 It is most important that we remember the 
dangers that our young men and women serving 
on operations are all facing, so please remember 
the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  
So please send any donations you may wish to 
make, to the Branch Treasurer Tom Magee and he 
will pass them on to the right place.   
 You will recall that in last month�s 

newsletter I said �we know that the Military Ward 

Patient Welfare Fund has ample funds and is 
doing very well for the time being.  Should we 
now consider supporting the Royal British Legion 
as they will need money for years to come to 
enable them to continue supporting our injured 
lads and lasses?  In the fullness of time, if the 
Military Ward Patient Welfare Fund has a need 
for our help, we can always go back to 
fundraising for that fund instead.  Let me know 
what you think�.  
 We discussed the matter again at this 
month�s Committee Meeting and with the 
feedback from our members, your Committee 
were unanimously in agreement that we should 
now support the Royal British Legion appeal for 
funds to enable them to continue looking after our 
injured personnel for as long as they need it.  If 
the Military Ward Patient Welfare Fund begins to 
run out of money, we will go back to supporting 
that fund instead.  We still need money for the 
injured lads and lassies so see what you can do.  
BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more. 
 

2nd June Leonard Royds Tamworth Staffs 
3rd June Robert McGowran Birmingham W Mid 

9th June Jim Davies Middlewich Cheshire 
12th June Mick Warren Saltburn by the Sea Cl 
14th June Malcolm Overfield Dudley W Mids 
17th June Fred Smith Birmingham West Mids 
22nd June Vic Whistler Stratford on Avon Wks 

26th June Hector MacKenzie LeicesterLeics 
27th June Ralph Proffitt Shrewsbury Shrop 
27th June Jim Common Aberdare Mid Glam 

 

 

 

NEWS OF THE RAF REGIMENT 
Thousands take to the streets of Bedale 
as airmen parade home 
 On Thursday 12th May 2011, thousands of 
cheering well wishers lined the streets of a north 
Yorkshire town to welcome RAF officers and 
airmen home from Afghanistan.  Members of 
RAF Leeming�s Number 2 Force Protection Wing 
(2FP), 34 Squadron RAF Regiment and airmen 
from 609 (West Riding) Squadron Royal 
Auxiliary Air Force marched through Bedale, 
North Yorkshire.  
 2FP Wing have returned from a seven 
month tour of Afghanistan, during which they 
experienced extreme weather and hostile 
conditions while separated from the families over 
Christmas.  More than 700 local schoolchildren, 
350 servicemen from RAF Leeming and more 
than 1,500 well wishers, including proud parents, 
families and loved ones, lined the Market Place to 
wave their flags and cheer the returning heroes.  
 The Band of the Royal Air Force College 
from RAF Cranwell led the parade, which was 
followed by a medal ceremony.  The Operational 
Service medal with the Afghanistan Clasp was 
presented to 41 servicemen by Air Commodore 
Russ La Forte, Commandant General RAF 
Regiment and Honorary Chief of Staff for 2FP 
Wing; and the new Mayor of Bedale, Councillor 
Amanda Coates.  
 At one point during the presentation, 
someone from the crowd shouted out: �You�re all 

really amazing and we�re all so proud of you all�, 

raising a smile from the men.  
 Number 2 Force Protection Wing was 
based at Camp Bastion in Helmand Province for 
the duration of their deployment, conducting 
Force Protection Operations in which they 
secured the area surrounding the airfield and 
landing zones in order that aircraft had a greater 
degree of safety when landing and taking off.  
 2 FP Wing also supported the Medical 
Emergency Response Team (MERT) 24-hours a 
day. These teams respond immediately via 
helicopter or vehicle to rescue injured UK & 
ISAF personnel as well as Afghan civilians. 
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 Wing Commander Gus Powell, Officer 
Commanding Number 2 Force Protection Wing 
said: �I am very proud that 2FP Wing completed a 

successful tour of duty in Afghanistan and I am 
pleased that they have all come back home 
safely.� He also said �It�s a challenging place to 

live, let alone to work there, but the guys are 
pretty robust � they did quite a few 16
 On the parade itself he said �The

Bedale have once again showed us their amazing 
support by turning out in such large numbers to 
welcome us home and truly make us feel part of 
the community.  It emphasises the strong links 
between the town, 2 FP Wing and RAF 
Leeming�. 

 Squadron Leader Morgan Williams, 
officer Commanding Number 34 Squadron RAF 
Regiment, said: �The high point for me is this 

all of my men are back safely and the job was 
achieved.�  For Senior Aircraftman Jamie 
Whittaker, 19, who is from Bedale, it was his 
second tour of Afghanistan.  He said, 
what to expect this time, but I still missed home 
every day � the normality of everyday life.  
nice feeling to be in the parade � my wife came 
down for it.�  He said he was looking forward to 
six weeks leave and going on holiday with his 
wife, followed by another trip away with friends. 
 Councillor Coates said: �The parade was 

absolutely fantastic and I loved every minute of it. 
There was a wonderful atmosphere and it was an 
absolute privilege to hand out the medals to the 
lads.�  She also said; �We are proud to be 

associated with the RAF Regiment and RAF 
Leeming and are honoured to be given the 
opportunity to show our gratitude to the Armed 
Forces.� She added �we hope the special 

relationship between our Town and RAF Leeming 
will endure for years to come�. 
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Some RAF Regiment to leave 
Afghanistan 
 On 17th May 2011 
Cameron informed the House of Commons 
Liaison Committee that around 400 UK mil
personnel had already, or would early in the New 
Year, leave Afghanistan.
personnel released by the end of the task for HQ 
Allied Rapid Reaction Corps planned for 
February 2012, the return of RAF Regiment 
personnel from the Kandahar A
protection task, and the return of a number of 
personnel who assisted in the transfer of the UK 
strategic air hub from Kandahar to Bastion.
Prime Minister made it clear that this does not 
affect the enduring UK commitment of 9,500 UK 
troops, and UK force densities in Helmand 
province remain unaffected. He said:
 "This year there will be some troops 
coming home.  This is not a new announcement in 
any way - our enduring force level remains at 
9,500.  But, as you know, our force level has be
above that, if you include Special Forces and 
some of the extra operations we have undertaken.
If you look at things like what is happening with 
the troops that went in to guard the airport at 
Kandahar and also some people involved in the 
air bridge and some people involved in the rapid 
reaction force, there will be around 400, slightly 
more, troops coming out of Afghanistan in the 
coming year up to February 2012. 
enduring force level remains at 9,500."
 

A member of the Royal Air Force Regiment
conducting a routine patrol outside Kandahar 

Airfield in Afghanistan.  Picture by Senior 
Aircraftman Andy Holmes

 But the move is bitterly opposed by 
military chiefs, who claim it risks throwing away 
the gains made by British forces. 
Tootal, ex-commander of 3 Para, said: 
 We should only get out when the job is 
done properly.  We are on the right track, but if 
we take our foot off the gas now, we risk all the 
success and investment we have achieved so far." 
 Mr Cameron's order fulfils
promise to President Barack Obama to bring the 
war to an end in step with the US. 
yesterday told MPs: "There will be around 400 
troops, perhaps slightly more, coming out of 
Afghanistan in the coming year." 

RAF Regiment to leave 

May 2011 Prime Minister David 
Cameron informed the House of Commons 
Liaison Committee that around 400 UK military 
personnel had already, or would early in the New 
Year, leave Afghanistan.  This comprises 
personnel released by the end of the task for HQ 
Allied Rapid Reaction Corps planned for 
February 2012, the return of RAF Regiment 
personnel from the Kandahar Airfield force 
protection task, and the return of a number of 
personnel who assisted in the transfer of the UK 
strategic air hub from Kandahar to Bastion.  The 
Prime Minister made it clear that this does not 
affect the enduring UK commitment of 9,500 UK 

ops, and UK force densities in Helmand 
province remain unaffected. He said: 

"This year there will be some troops 
This is not a new announcement in 

our enduring force level remains at 
But, as you know, our force level has been 

above that, if you include Special Forces and 
some of the extra operations we have undertaken.  
If you look at things like what is happening with 
the troops that went in to guard the airport at 
Kandahar and also some people involved in the 

d some people involved in the rapid 
reaction force, there will be around 400, slightly 
more, troops coming out of Afghanistan in the 
coming year up to February 2012.  But the 
enduring force level remains at 9,500." 

A member of the Royal Air Force Regiment 
conducting a routine patrol outside Kandahar 

Airfield in Afghanistan.  Picture by Senior 
Aircraftman Andy Holmes 

 

But the move is bitterly opposed by 
military chiefs, who claim it risks throwing away 
the gains made by British forces.  Colonel Stuart 

commander of 3 Para, said:  
We should only get out when the job is 

We are on the right track, but if 
we take our foot off the gas now, we risk all the 
success and investment we have achieved so far."  

Mr Cameron's order fulfils a long-standing 
promise to President Barack Obama to bring the 
war to an end in step with the US.  Mr Cameron 
yesterday told MPs: "There will be around 400 
troops, perhaps slightly more, coming out of 
Afghanistan in the coming year."   
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 In a bid to soften the blow, he added: "Our 
enduring force level remains at 9,500. I'm sure the 
Americans understand that it's less than the 
reductions they are planning."  
 The MoD insisted that none of the troops 
coming home early will be infantry stationed in 
Helmand. Instead, most will come from the RAF 
Regiment defending Kandahar airfield and the 
Allied Rapid Reaction Corps at Nato's HQ in 
Kabul.  An MoD spokesman said: "These were 
time-limited, task-specific roles which have now 
come to an end."  
 

******************** 
 One of our members Ray Hill of 
Nuneaton, is also a member of the Armoured Car 
Association and he recently attended the 90th 
Anniversary of the Armoured Cars Dinner.  After 
talking to him on the telephone, he sent me the 
following report about it. 
RAF Armoured Car Association 
 Dear Malcolm.  On Thursday 12th and 
Friday 13th May 2011 the Association held the 
90th Anniversary Dinner at a Reunion held at the 
Morley Heyes Hotel, Morley, Derbyshire.  The 
first day Thursday, is the informal day with 
former members of the Armoured Car Companies 
and 11 Armoured Car Squadron arriving 
throughout the day. 
 The oldest member Len King is ninety-
three years old and was presented to HM the 
Queen when the Association was invited to the 
Presentation of the new Colours to the Royal air 
force and to the RAF Regiment at RAF Fairford.  
Len served with 11 Armoured Car Company 
under the legendary �Cass� Casano. 
 The informal dinner menu on Thursday 
evening was asparagus soup followed by roast 
chicken or pan roasted cod both with all the 
trimmings, followed by lemon pudding or rhubarb 
panacotta cream and all sorts of goodies.  Then we 
had after dinner drinks with lost of chat. 
 After breakfast on the Friday morning, we 
all made our way to the National Memorial 
Arboretum to see what had changed since our last 
visit, together with visiting the tree we had 
dedicated to Squadron Leader Casano.  
Afterwards we all returned to the hotel to greet the 
serving officers and men who join us for Friday 
evening the formal dinner.     
 This time we had as our Guest of Honour 
Group Captain Andrew Hall MBE MA RAF, 
Officer Commanding RAF Honington, together 

with Squadron Leader David Crook OC No 1 
Squadron, RAF Honington, the RAF Regiment 
Secretary Wing Commander Martin Hooker RAF 
(Rtd), Warrant Officer Simon (Slap) Rowland, 
Force Protection RAF Honington. 
 The formal dinner menu was fanned galia 
melon with a tropical fruit salsa, followed by roast 
leg of Derbyshire lamb with sea salt and 
rosemary, served with a red current and white 
wine sauce and seasonal vegetables and potatoes.  
We finished with strawberry tart with vanilla 
cream and strawberry coulis. 
 After dinner, Andrew Hall gave us a very 
informed talk about the things that are going on 
both at home and in the deployed areas of 
operations.  In conclusion, he invited us and all 
other ex-service personnel of who served with 
both the Armoured Car Companies and the RAF 
Regiment Armoured Car Squadrons, to the 
celebrations of No 1 and No 2 Squadron�s 90

th 
Anniversary. 
 Our next re-union is set to me a 
memorable one with the attendance of the 
Commandant General, Air Commodore Russ La 
Forte, serving officers who are available at the 
time, and Nigel Warwick, Official RAF Regiment 
Historian, who will be bringing his new book 
about the history of the RAF armoured cars.   
 That about sums up our Spring Re-union.  
If there are any other ex-members of either 1 or 11 
Armoured Car Companies or 1 and 11 Armoured 
Car Squadrons who would like to attend our next 
re-union, they can contact our Secretary John 
Rolfe, telephone number 01323 490049, or by e-
mail at <no1rolph@btinternet.com>. 
 That�s it then Malcolm.  If you would like 

me to give you a report on our October re-union, 
please let me know.  Best regards, Ray Hill. Ex-
11 Armoured Car Squadron, Iraq. 
 

******************** 
 Many thanks for that report Ray and yes 
please, let me have another one about the October 
re-union.  For those of you who may be not know 
of Squadron Leader �Cass� Casano, the following 
may be of interest. 
Squadron Leader Michael (�Cass�) 

Casano MC RAF 
 Squadron Leader Casano who died at the 
age of 93 in July 2010, was considered one of the 
RAF's most colourful and dashing characters 
during the desert campaigns of the Second World 
War.   
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 Known affectionately as �Cass� by all 

who knew him, he commanded No2 Armoured 
Car Company from 1941-43 and took part in the 
fighting in Iraq and Syria in 1941 before joining 
Glubb Pasha in the Arab Legion.  He was noted 
for his élan and leadership and was awarded the 
Military Cross for his sustained gallantry and 
leadership during the Iraq Revolt of 1941.  His 
Military Cross citation read: 

�the work that his Company performed was a 

triumph of organisation and foresight� "The 
successes of the 'HAB' force, both in Iraq and 

Syria, were largely due to this officer; he operated 
virtually alone and his zeal and devotion to duty 

deserves the highest praise.  He displayed the 
greatest gallantry.� 

 Casano was commanding the RAF's No 2 
Armoured Car Company, guarding airfields in the 
Western Desert, when he was ordered, on May 5 
1941, to proceed immediately to the fort at 
Rutbah, 1,000 miles distant on the main land route 
between Palestine and the large RAF airfield at 
Habbaniya, west of Baghdad.  Five days later he 
arrived to join HAB force, which had gathered to 
relieve Habbaniya, where the RAF flying training 
school had repulsed air and ground attacks led by 
the rabidly anti-British and pro-German Iraqi 
lawyer Rashid Ali. 
 On May 14th Casano's company was 
attached to Brigadier Joe Kingston's relief 
column, "Kingcol", whose task was to advance on 
Baghdad.  Operating with the southern column 
during the move eastwards, he led his armoured 
cars to within 20 yards of enemy positions, 
although constricted by single-track and often 
flooded roads. 
 He came under continuous heavy fire, but 
progressed across the Fallujah Plain until he 
reached a canal 14 miles from Baghdad.  The 
bridge had been demolished, and as his cars halted 
they came under intense machine-gun fire.  
Casano was forced to withdraw, but the following 
day was able to continue his advance when he 
once again came under heavy machine-gun and 
shell fire. 
 An armistice was declared on May 30th  
and Casano camped 10 miles from Baghdad to 
carry out escort and patrolling duties.  On June 
20th he moved with his three cars for operations 
on the Syrian border.  He was used as the advance 
guard, and the following day was spotted by 
Vichy French aircraft.  For the next 10 days he 

made repeated attempts to advance towards 
Palmyra, and each day encountered heavy 
opposition.  During this period he carried out 
forward reconnaissance sorties and cut the 
telephone line on the main oil pipeline near Homs.  
Casano finally withdrew to Amman on July 5th 
having been in constant action for more than two 
months.  It was later announced that he had been 
awarded the MC.  The citation recorded: "The 
successes of the 'HAB' force, both in Iraq and 
Syria, were largely due to this officer; he operated 
virtually alone, and his zeal and devotion to duty 
deserves the highest praise.  He displayed the 
greatest gallantry." 
 Somerset de Chair, the intelligence officer 
of "Kingcol", shared many experiences with 
Casano and wrote of him in his book The Golden 
Carpet: "His face was thin and sallow.  He 
resembled Mephistopheles in every respect, with a 
thin pointed nose, arched black eyebrows and 
mocking dark eyes.  After sharing every variety of 
adventure with him I see him now preparing for 
another campaign leaning forward in the 
lamplight as if he were the devil himself, and 
saying in a long drawn out whisper 'go the whole 
hog'." 
 Michael Peter Casano was born on June 7th 
1913 at Folkestone and educated at Dover 
College.  He had always wanted to join the RAF, 
but failed the entrance examination to the RAF 
College, Cranwell; so he joined the East Kent 
Regiment as a private soldier.   
 He purchased his release three years later 
and was given a short-service commission in the 
RAF.  He trained as a pilot in Egypt, but crashed 
his Fury bi-plane, fracturing his skull.  Assessed 
subsequently as "unlikely to become an effective 
service pilot", he was posted to No 2 Armoured 
Car Company in April 1936, serving in the 
Middle East. 
 After returning from Syria Casano and his 
company went back to the Western Desert, and he 
led them during the Battle of Alamein and the 
offensive that followed.  On March 6th 1943, 
while the company was at an advanced landing 
ground, German aircraft attacked his position; he 
was badly wounded and had to be evacuated to 
hospital.   
 While recovering from his wounds he met 
Major-General Sir John Glubb (Glubb Pasha), 
who persuaded him to join the Arab Legion and 
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take command of their armoured cars, a role he 
filled until the end of the war.   
 Casano was inseparable from his dog, 
Butch, who accompanied his master everywhere.  
On one occasion Casano entered Shepherd's Hotel 
in Cairo with Butch to be told that dogs were not 
allowed.  Casano responded: "Well, you had 
better put him out then", and the two marched off 
to the bar.  Butch was later killed by enemy fire - 
his demise made news in the Egyptian Gazette. 
 After the war Casano was granted a 
permanent commission in the administration 
branch and served in Germany, Malta and various 
units in England.  He retired in 1958 and became 
a driving instructor.  With his striking profile, 
roguish appearance and adventurous attitude, 
Casano gained a legendary reputation in the RAF; 
other units knew his company as "Cass's Boys". 
 His men found him an inspiring and 
courageous leader who led by example and never 
asked others to do what he was not prepared to do 
himself.  On operations he would insist on taking 
his turn to "make a brew" for his men.  At 
reunions many years later the respect and esteem 
in which he was held was clear - when he entered 
a room, every man would stand. 
 Casano was a keen cricketer and an avid 
supporter of Kent.  Michael Casano married, in 
1943, Helen Czarnicka, an authoress and the 
daughter of a White Russian general.  His wife 
predeceased him, and he is survived by a 
daughter. 

Correspondence 
Jim Davies of Middlewich, Cheshire 
 Two months ago I received an article 
from Jim and Sheila Davies of Middlewich, 
Cheshire, about the very severe New Zealand 
earthquake that happened on 22nd February this 
year. Jim and Sheila knew all about it for an ex-
Rock friend of theirs who lives there, Derek 
Upton who was a Don-R in 22 Squadron with Jim 
in 1951 and Derek now lives in New Zealand.  
Derek�s wife Hazel sent the article to Jim and 
Sheila and they in turn, passed it onto me. 
 It�s a very long and interesting article all 

about the earthquake and its after effects.  I�ve 

tried to fit it into last month�s newsletter and also 

into this month�s but haven�t had room.  Many 
thanks for the article Jim and Sheila, I�ll try to fit 

it into next month�s newsletter but failing that, I�ll 
have to serialise it.   

From Jim Patterson of Wolverhampton West 
Mids � by e-mail 
 Hi Malcolm.  Just finished reading your 
May Newsletter and I must tell you how much I 
enjoyed the articles 'British Involvement in the 
Middle East', Complaining about past British 
misdeeds', and 'Do stop apologising, Dave'. They 
are excellent articles and everything you have 
covered is completely true. 
 I'm afraid politicians never learn from 
history.  They keep making the same mistakes and 
errors in judgment time after time.  I have a 
particular interest in the events in the Middle East, 
India  and Afghanistan.  My Grandfather served 
on the North West Frontier and in Afghanistan in 
1920 with the Gordon Highlanders. 
 And my nephew, who is presently 
serving in the RAF, has had numerous tours of 
duty in Iraq and Afghanistan.  He was flying 
helicopters and is now presently learning to fly 
'Drones' with the USAF in the US and will be 
returning soon for another tour in Afghanistan.   
 From what my grandfather and nephew 
have told me of their experiences, it is apparent 
that we shall never learn from past mistakes.  We 
will never win in Afghanistan.  The Russians with 
all their military might couldn't do it and neither 
will Britain or the US be able to. 
 Being unable to get about as I used to 
through cancer I look forward to your newsletters 
and enjoy every one. As Chairman of the 
NS(RAF)A, Cosford Branch and their Newsletter 
Editor, I appreciate your efforts on our members 
behalf.  People do not realise just how much work 
and effort goes into publishing the newsletters and 
sometimes I have difficulty in finding interesting 
items to include.  You do a magnificent job so 
please keep going.  Regards, Jim Paterson. 
 

******************** 
 Thank you for your kind comments Jim, 
and your comments about politicians are a great 
reflection of what many of my readers think.  I do 
enjoy writing my own comments in the 
newsletters though and it also makes the job of 
filling them a lot easier.  You all seem to enjoy 
them too which greatly encourages me.  I also 
derived a great deal of enjoyment filling in the 
background to the following letter from another of 
our members, Spencer Wilcox, who served with 
65 Rifle Squadron in Palestine before the British 
gave up the Mandate. 
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 One of my brothers-in-law also served 
with the Army in Palestine and was attacked 
whilst he was on guard duty at Haifa Docks.  
Fortunately, he was only knocked unconscious 
and suffered no more than a blinding headache 
when he came round. 
From Spencer Wilcox of Tipton, West Mids 
 Dear Malcolm.  I am a member of the 
Palestine Veterans Association 1945-48, 
unofficially known as �The Palestine Pals� so we 

are all getting on in years.  I enclose an article 
published on Monday 18th April 2011 in the 
Wolverhampton Express and Star that I thought 
you might like to include in your newsletters  
 As the article says, the trouble in Palestine 
in the 1940�s is a largely forgotten campaign one 
that is very hard, if not impossible to find any 
books written about it.  In fact on attending a 
number of similar occasions at the Arboretum, I 
have also found the absence of �Palestine 1945-
48� on our splendid Memorial stone humiliating.   
 Particularly as the �Palestine Pals� in the 

RAF Regiment were the ones that brought about 
our motto �Per Ardua�.  You will recall that on a 
number of occasions I have spoken to you on the 
telephone about the absence of �Palestine 1945-
48� on the memorial. 
 On Saturday 14th May my wife and I 
attended the Palestine Veterans Association 
Annual Reunion referred to in the article.  It was 
held for the first time at the National Memorial 
Arboretum.  Unfortunately as we were a �bit thin 

on the ground� we were outnumbered by 
members of the Royal Observer Corps 
Association that were meeting there on the same 
day.  On the day we were accompanied by ex-
members of the Royal Lincolnshire Regiment 
who were also in Palestine at the same time as we 
were.  I remember a battalion of the Lincolnshires 
as they were billeted only a couple of miles away 
from our camp at Ein Shemer. 
 On another subject, I found it very 
gratifying when you decided to carry on with the 
job as our Branch Secretary � and a few other jobs 
too no doubt � thank you Malcolm, my regards to 
everyone and all the very best to you.  Spencer 
Wilcox ex-65 Rifle Squadron. 
Veterans of a Forgotten Campaign Meet 
By Peter Rhodes 
 Officially they are members of the 
Palestine Veterans Association.  Unofficially they 
have adopted the style of those doomed Pals 

neighbourhood battalions of the First World War.  
Meet the Palestine Pals.  They were the young 
soldiers who, between 1945 and 1948 tried to 
keep Jews and Arabs from each other�s throats in 

the disputed Holy Land.  It was a hopeless, 
thankless task.  Under fire from both sides and 
exposed to unspeakable savagery, the Brits left 
more than seven hundred comrades behind, buried 
in what is now Israel. 
 It was a campaign of endless outrages, 
notably the hanging of two British Army 
Sergeants and the bombing of the King David 
Hotel in which ninety-one people were killed.  
 The war came to the West Midlands in 
May 1948 when a parcel was delivered to the 
Codsall home of Major Roy Farren.  He had been 
accused, but acquitted, of killing a fifteen-year old 
terrorist suspect in Palestine.  The parcel was a 
bomb that exploded, killing Farren�s younger 

brother Rex. 
 Britain finally gave up the Mandate to 
govern Palestine in 1948 and withdrew in 
troopships.  Shortly before his death in 1986, their 
Commander General Sir Hugh Stockwell told me 
how tense the final moves were, made �with the 

last man covering our rear with a Bren Gun�. 
 The soldiers came home and over the 
following decades witnessed a succession of men 
they had known as Jewish terrorists becoming 
senior figures in the Israeli Government and 
honoured guests at Downing Street.   Strangely, it 
was not until 1998, half a century after the 
withdrawal and with Israel still at war with its 
neighbours, that the veteran�s Association was 

formed. 
Terrible Treatment 
 Today it boasts more than 1,200 members.  
On 14th May 2011, for the first time, its annual 
reunion will be held at the National Memorial 
Arboretum.      
 �We were forgotten but didn�t realise it 

until 1998 when Israel was celebrating its 50th 
Birthday� says leading light Eric Lowe, Author of 

Forgotten Conscripts: Prelude to Palestine�s 

Struggle for Survival.  �We wanted to tell the 

other side of the story.  As 18-year olds, we had 
all seen the terrible treatment of the Jews in the 
Nazi concentration camps.  We couldn�t help but 

be on their side�. 
 �But when we got to Palestine we saw the 

indigenous Arabs being beaten and chased out and 
European Jewish settlements springing up all over 
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the place.  An officer told me it was like watching 
the Romans coming back to Britain and claiming 
it back again�. 
 Like many Palestine veterans he cannot 
forgive the Jewish terrorist attacks on British lads, 
especially outrages like the bombing of a troop 
train which killed twenty-eight soldiers � after the 
British had announced that they were pulling out. 
 My Lowe, aged eighty-three, who served 
as an Ordnance Clerk from January 1947 says: 
�It�s a conflict about which very little is known.  
We are all at least eighty years old by now but we 
are trying to keep our story alive�. 
PALESTINE VETERAN'S ASSOCIATION  
 Palestine Veteran�s Day is an annual event 

held on the 3rd Saturday in October at Eden 
Camp, Malton, Yorkshire.  Membership of the 
Association is free to members of the British 
Forces who served in Palestine during the troubles 
or as British officers in The Palestine Police prior 
to the end of The British Mandate in May 1948, 
when Palestine became the new State of Israel. 
 Eden Camp was originally built in 1942 to 
house Italian prisoners-of-war but it is now a War 
museum and is located at the junction of the A64 
York to Scarborough road and the A169 Malton 
to Pickering road.  For further information, 
contact Nick Hill, Eden Camp Modern History 
Theme Museum, Malton, North Yorkshire, YO17 
6RT, telephone number 01653 697777.  
The British Mandate in Palestine 
 The Jewish Agency for Israel served as the 
pre-state Jewish authority before the 
establishment of Israel and later became the 
mandated organization in charge of immigration 
and absorption of Jews from the Diaspora. 
 The Jewish Agency decided in October 
1945 to unite with Jewish dissident groups in a 
combined rebellion against the British 
administration in Palestine (the United Resistance 
Movement).  
 The combined Jewish resistance 
movement organized illegal immigration and 
kidnapping of British officials in Palestine and 
sabotaged the British infrastructure in Palestine. 
 Haganah (The Defence) was a Jewish 
paramilitary organization in what was then the 
British Mandate of Palestine from 1920 to 1948.  
Haganah later became the core of the Israel 
Defence Forces.   
 In 1931, the more militant elements of 
Haganah splintered off and formed Irgun (The 

National Military Organization).  Lehi (Fighters 
for the Freedom of Israel), was commonly 
referred to in English as the Stern Gang.    
 On 1st November 1945, the three 
organizations conducted their first joint attack, the 
�Night of the Trains�. That night, Haganah units 

sabotaged some 153 spots along railway tracks 
throughout the country, and blew up patrol 
launches in Jaffa and Haifa ports, while a joint 
Irgun-Lehi unit, commanded by Eitan Livni, 
attacked the main railway station at Lydda.   
 In response Ernest Bevin, the then Foreign 
Secretary in the post-war Labour Government,  
ordered a crackdown on Haganah and arrested 
many of its leaders.   
 While the British concentrated their efforts 
on Haganah, the Irgun and Stern Gang carried out 
terrorist attacks against British Forces, the most 
spectacular of which was the bombing of the King 
David Hotel in Jerusalem in July 1946.   
 By 1947 Palestine was a major trouble 
spot in the British Empire, requiring some 
100,000 troops and a huge maintenance budget.  
In September 1947, the British government 
announced that the Mandate for Palestine would 
end at midnight on Friday May 14th 1948 and the 
British Mandatory Government left Jerusalem on 
the morning of that day.  On the same day, the 
Jewish provisional government declared the 
formation of the State of Israel. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

 As part of the National Memorial 
Arboretum�s 10th anniversary celebrations, 

members of the public were invited to attend a 
very special summer open evening event on 
Wednesday 18th May.  Starting at 6pm, visitors 
had the chance to explore the site, which is set in 
over 150 acres of wooded parkland and has over 
200 memorials, at a time not normally permitted.  
 The evening featured a talk by the Chief 
Executive Charlie Bagot Jewitt.  He reflected on 
what the Arboretum has achieved over the last 10 
years.  He also explored the vision for the 
Arboretum and explained the current status of the 
£8m NMA Appeal and landscape plans.  
 Charlie said; �This is an opportunity for 
everyone with an interest in the Arboretum to get 
involved in its 10th anniversary and to help us 
celebrate the landmark.   
 It'll be a significant opportunity to learn 
about our exciting future plans to continue 
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developing into a world renowned centre for 
Remembrance.  We look forward to welcoming 
everyone to this special event and hope that they 
will be rewarded with a fabulous sunset," he 
added. 
Future Events at the NMA 
Saturday 18th June 2011 
 On Saturday 18th June, at 1.00 p.m. onsite 
at the Mercian Grove, 4 Mercian will hold a 
service to dedicate a memorial bench.  For further 
information contact Lt Col Dominic Wilford on 
01902 303 826 or <4MERC-BHQ-CO@mod.uk.    
Sunday 19th June 2011 
            On Sunday 19th June 2011, 4 Regiment 
Royal Horse Artillery will hold a 50th reunion, 
including lunch and memorial service.  Assemble 
from 12.00 noon with service at 3.30 p.m.  
Reunion in the Pavilion Marquee, and onsite for 
the service.  For further information contact  Lt 
Col (Retd) D J Bender on 01792 536 257 or at <
derek.bender@ntlworld.com>. 
Wednesday 22nd June 2011 
            On Wednesday 22nd June at 11.00 a.m. at 
the AJEX Memorial, the Association of Jewish 
ex-Servicemen (AJEX) will hold their annual 
service of remembrance.  For further information 
contact: Jacques Weisser (Executive Director) on 
020 8202 2323 or at <headoffice@ajex.org.uk>   
or see the website: <www.ajex.org.uk>.   
Thursday 23rd June 2011 
            The RAF Police and RAF Police 
Association will hold their annual Memorial 
Anniversary Parade on Thursday 23rd June 2011.  
Form up for parade at 11.30 a.m. followed by 
service at 12:00 noon onsite at RAFP and RAFPA 
Memorial.  For further information contact Ted 
Hellewell on 01323 449833 or at <
te.hellewell@googlemail.com >. 
Saturday 25th June 2011 
            Armed Forces Day.   Join the NMA at 
10.50 a.m. approximately at the Armed forces 
Memorial in a service of thanksgiving led by the 
Arboretum's Honorary Chaplain.  Burton Concert 
Band will provide the musical accompaniment, 
with support from Cannock Ex-Servicemen's Club 
Male Voice Choir.   
           There is no charge, but donations will be 
appreciated.  For your information no seating will 
be provided.  The Service of Tribute will 
incorporate the dedication of the standard for the 
newly formed Arboretum National Branch of The 
Royal British Legion.   

Saturday 25th June 2011 
            On Saturday 25th June 2011 the RAF 
Regiment Annual Memorial Commemoration 
Service will be held.  For further information 
contact the RAF Regiment Secretary Wg Cdr 
Martin Hooker RAF (Rtd) on 01359 23 7824 or at 
<rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk>. 
Saturday 2nd July 2011 
           On Saturday 2nd July at 12.00 noon in the 
Pavilion Marquee and the Royal Artillery Garden, 
the Royal Artillery Association will hold its 
annual Service of Remembrance and wreath 
laying.  For further information contact: Allan 
Solly (RAA Membership Secretary) on 01980 845 
362 or email <ArtyCen-RHQRA-RAA-
MemSec@mod.uk>. 
Friday 8th July 2011 
           On Friday 8th July at 2.00 p.m. a memorial 
will be dedicated to commemorate all airmen and 
women of the Canadian Air Force.  For further 
information contact:  Flight Lieutenant Alfie Hall 
on 01677 457 125 or at <lee609wrsqn-
adjutant@leeming.raf.mod.uk> or see the website:  
<www.rcafmonument.ca/>. 
Wednesday 13th July 2011 
 On Wednesday 13th July, at 11.30 a.m. in 
the Millennium Chapel and then at the AGC 
Memorial the Adjutant General's Corps will be 
holding a commemoration service.  For further 
information contact:  Maj (Retd) J Bright 
(Assistant Regimental Secretary) on 01962 887 
254 or at <rhqagc@btconnect.com> or at   
<www.rhqagc.com>. 
Sunday 24 July 2011 
 On Sunday 24th July, at 2.00 p. m. onsite, 
the 1st The Queen's Dragoon Guards will dedicate 
their new memorial.  For further information 
contact Lt Col (Retd) Richard Brace (Regimental 
Secretary) on 0290 781 227 or <HHQQDG-
REGTLSEC@MOD.UK> or on website:  
<www.qdg.org.uk>. 
Wednesday 27th July 2011 
 On Wednesday 27th July, the British 
Korean Veterans Association will hold a 
Commemoration Day for the 58th anniversary of 
the Armistice at the conclusion of hostilities in 
Korea.   
 Venue:  Pavilion Marquee (admission to 
ticket holders only) and BKVA Garden.  Time:  
11.30am for concert by the Minden Band, and 
12.00pm for the drumhead service of 
thanksgiving, commemoration and Remembrance.   

mailto:derek.bender@ntlworld.com
mailto:headoffice@ajex.org.uk%3e
mailto:te.hellewell@googlemail.com
mailto:rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk


10 
 

 

 For further information contact: Frank 
Down (Event Organiser) on 0116 233 2136 or 
07971 526027 or email 
<frank.down@orange.net>.  
Monday 1st August 2011 
 On Monday 1st August at 1.00 p.m. onsite, 
the Royal Hampshire Regiment will hold a service 
to dedicate their new memorial.  Those wishing to 
attend this event should contact the Regimental 
Secretary Lt Col Colin Bulleid on 01962 863 658 
or <museum@serleshouse.co.uk> or at 
<www.serleshouse.co.uk>.  
Monday 15th August 2011 
 On Monday 15th August, at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the Malayan Volunteers memorial, the 
Malayan Volunteers Group will hold a service of 
remembrance for victory over Japan on 15th 
August 1945 and to remember those who 
suffered.  For further information contact 
Rosemary Fell (Secretary) on 01297 33045 or 
<dinaf-millbrook@tiscali.co.uk>.  Or on website:  
<www.malayanvolunteersgroup.org.uk>.  
Sunday 4th September 2011 
 On Sunday 4th September at 12.40 p.m. 
onsite at the Guards Memorial, a service of 
remembrance will beheld for Irish Guards killed 
in action or in service.  For further information 
contact Ray Collister on 07958 055076 or at 
<ray@frameuk.net>.  
Wednesday 7th September 2011 
 On Wednesday 7 September at 10.45 a.m. 
onsite, a service for association members will be 
held to dedicate the Army Apprentice National 
Memorial.  For further information contact:  John 
McGahan on 01283 703 182 or at 
<jmcgahan@talktalk.net>.   
Saturday 10th September 2011 
 On Saturday 10th September at 2.00 p.m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and onsite at BNTVA 
Memorial, the British Nuclear Test Veterans 
Association (BNTVA) will hold a service of 
remembrance.   
 This is the Association's first National 
Atomic Veterans Awareness Day to 
commemorate all who have served from veterans 
to Royal Navy submariners.  For further 
information contact:  Bob Smith (Membership 
Secretary) on 01360 311 300 or at 
<bob60@tesco.net>, or Jeff Liddiatt (National 
Secretary) on 01275 848 965 or at 
<jeff_lidiatt@yahoo.co.uk.> or see the website:  
<www.bntva.com>. 

Saturday 17th September 2011 
 On Saturday 17th September at 11.30 a.m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and at the Ulster Ash 
Grove, the Northern Ireland Veterans' Association 
will hold their annual service of Remembrance.  
Following the service, members will form up and 
march to the Ulster Ash Grove.  For further 
information contact: D Parkinson on 
<tootles.thetaxi@yahoo.co.uk> or see the website: 
<www.nivets.org>. 
Saturday 1st October 2011 
 On Saturday 1st October at 11.45 a.m. 
onsite, the Royal Naval Engineers' Benevolent 
Society (RNEBS) will hold a dedication service 
for their new memorial.  For further information 
contact:   Chris Heaver (RNEBS Managing 
Secretary) on 01752 342 547 or 
<chris.c.heaver@blueyonder.co.uk> or at 
<www.rnebs.co.uk>. 
Friday 11th November 2011 
 The annual Armistice Day Service of 
Remembrance will be held on the Armed Forces 
Memorial on Friday 11th November.  Venue: 
Armed Forces Memorial.  Time: Provisional 
10.30am.  Due to expected visitor numbers we 
suggest visitors allow ample journey time.  A 
limited number of tickets will be allocated for this 
special outdoor service.  The tickets are not 
transferrable.  Details of how to apply for a ticket 
will be available from 1 September 2011. 
 All other visitors on the day are most 
welcome to join the service from the Visitor 
Centre.  No seating will be provided in this area.  
The Armed Forces Memorial will be closed to 
non-ticket holders until early afternoon.   
 Car park: Arrangements to be confirmed.  
For more information call 01283 792 333 or email 
<info@thenma.org.uk >.  Please note: All 
arrangements at present at provisional and subject 
to change.   
Sunday 13th November 2011 
 Remembrance Sunday is commemorated 
each year at the National Memorial Arboretum.  
In 2011 it falls on Sunday 13th November, after 
Armistice Day.  Join us for our special outdoor 
commemorative service beside the Visitor Centre 
(no seating will be provided).  
 Time: At present arrangements are 
provisional, however the service is expected to 
commence around 10.45am.  The parade will 
form up to start from the Millennium Shelter at 
12pm � standards welcome.   
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 Cost: The event is open to all � no booking 
required, however donations are welcomed.  Car 
parking arrangements are yet to be confirmed.  
Due to expected visitor numbers we suggest 
visitors allow ample journey time.  For additional 
information please contact 01283 792 333, or 
email <info@thenma.org.uk >.  Please note: All 
arrangements at present at provisional and subject 
to change.  
Sunday 13th November 2011 
 On Sunday 13th November at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the Allied Special Forces Grove, the 
Allied Special Forces Association will hold a 
service of Remembrance and open the newly 
constructed sun room.  For further information 
contact Mike Colton (Secretary) on 07929 118598 
or at <mikecolton@hotmail.com>. 

Politicians 
 You have to love politicians don�t you for 

they give us hours of amusement for you have to 
laugh, otherwise we would all go howling into the 
nearest asylum.  They of course live in a different 
world from us ordinary human beings don�t they!  

They must do if the latest pronouncements from 
our leaders are anything to go on. 
 Here we are with � from the mouth of our 
Prime Minister David Cameron no less � �when 

the Coalition came to power, Britain was saddled 
with �the most over-indebted banks, the most 
over-leveraged households, the most over-
borrowed government, the most out-of-control 
inflation, the fastest increases in government 
spending� compared with other countries.  
 On top of all that, according to the 
comparison website Money-supermarket, the 
typical family has been stung by an increase of 
£45.00 a week in their household bills.  Keith 

Mountford, the website�s head of banking said; 
�many families will feel like their finances are 

approaching breaking point�.  He also said that 

petrol, food and energy bills are causing the 
biggest headaches for families. 
 So what does Our Dave do?  Why let�s 

have some more legislation to make sure we give 
away more of our money.  His Energy Secretary 
Chris Huhne has committed the UK to a legally 
binding 50% cut in greenhouse emissions by 
2025, a move that will leave the UK 13.4 billion 
pounds worse off.  The target is the toughest of 
any country in the world and will come at a huge 
price for Britain�s struggling economy. 

 Considering that the UK contributes a 
measly 2% to the world�s global greenhouse 

emissions and that China is commissioning a new 
coal-fired power station every week, it�s 

laughable.  If the UK became overnight the 
cleanest country in the world, it wouldn�t make a 

scrap of difference.   
 On top of all that, more and more 
scientists are coming to believe that far more 
investigation needs to be carried out into the 
theory of global warming, for many of them are 
also coming to believe that global warming is a 
myth, and that greenhouse gases only contribute 
miniscule amounts to possible global warming. 
 And then �Our Dave� bless his heart, 

decides to not only increase overseas aid but to 
�ring fence� it too and make it legally binding.  

He is planning to increase our overseas aid budget 
by 34% which will see our giving rise from 7.5 
billion pounds last year to 11.4 billion pounds in 
2013.  Is he � and his supporters in this - mad?  
Shouldn�t we get the UK�s deficit under control 

before increasing overseas aid? 
 In any case, I do not agree with overseas 
aid of which �Our Dave� says �if we try to rebuild 

some these broken countries it will stop problems 
being visited on us back home�.  For an Eton 

educated man is he not naive?  Are China and 
India broken countries, not to mention others? 
 Receiving aid may free up funds in the 
recipient country for use in non-aid projects that 
could not have been undertaken had the aid not 
been received.  For example, receiving food aid 
may enable a government to divert funds from its 
own food-support budget to its military budget.  
In that case the net effect of the aid is military 
although the aid money might actually be spent on 
food. 
 Britain gives around £40 million a year in 

development cash to China - a country that can 
afford to spend billions on hosting the Olympic 
Games and is planning to put a man on the moon.  
Some £35 million goes to Uganda, even though its 

President Museveni has bought himself a new 
Gulfstream jet for £24 million � that�s most of our 

donation straight into his pocket.  Some 
contribution to a �broken� country. 
 And over the next three years, we will give 
£825 million in aid to India which has a space and 
nuclear weapons programme, and can afford to 
spend billions on an arms race with Pakistan, to 
ensure that they can hold on to Kashmir, when the 
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majority of Kashmiris are Muslims and would 
rather be part of Pakistan. 
 In the 2008 financial year, some £300 

million in British cash went to countries ranked 
highly in an international corruption index.  So 
concerned were the Conservatives about the 
situation that, before the election, they declared 
there would be an end to aid to China if they won.  
 They also demanded a Commons inquiry 
into why Britain hands over money to foreign 
governments without even asking for audits on 
how it is spent.  Isn�t it amazing how pledges 

before an election are rapidly forgotten after the 
election!   
 In any case, overseas aid just does not 
work, for whilst aid continues, countries given 
overseas aid will continue to do nothing, instead 
of them being made to sort out their own 
country�s problems as we have to do. Why on 
earth are our politicians committed to ending the 
benefit culture at home whilst extending it 
overseas? 
 Just throwing vast sums of money at 
problems overseas will never work, and this has 
been proven time and time again.  It only lands up 
in the pockets of corrupt leaders or the black 
market. 
 In Pakistan, speakers from left and right 
are in contempt of this aid.  While the United 
States offers an incredible $7.5 billion package to 

Pakistan, and Britain plans to double donations to 
approaching half a billion pounds a year, these 
experts said this cascade of cash was the cause of 
their country�s huge problems, not the solution.   
 They are not alone.  More and more 
people in the developing world, from academics 
to economists, from journalists to politicians, 
share this view that the flood of paternalistic 
Western aid is corroding their countries.  They say 
it encourages a dependency culture, fosters 
corruption and fractures society.   
 Aren�t these the reasons why the 
Government wishes to end our benefit culture?  
So it�s is not just British voters who are concerned 
that so much money is being sent overseas at a 
time when our own economy is in such dire 
straits. 
 When the Past Prime Minister Tony Blair 
established the Department for International 
Development (DFID) in 1997, it had a budget of 
2.6 billion pounds.  Incredibly, this has grown to 
8.1 billion pounds � without the increase 

promised by �Our Dave� which will see it 

increase by another 3 billion pounds by the end of 
this parliament, despite domestic spending cuts 
hitting nearly everything from defence to services 
for people with disabilities.   
 Surely, as the financial crisis deepens the 
case for a root-and-branch review of how overseas 
aid cash is distributed - or even given - seems 
greater than ever.  As I said at the beginning of 
this article, don�t you just love our politicians! 
 

******************** 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT 
SECRETARY 
DEATHS: 
 DEES BRIAN.  Former RAF Regt Cpl 
Brian Dees, born 9 Apr 34, died on 3 May 11 
aged 77.   Regt service details are not known at 
this time.  The funeral was held in Rochester on 
20 May 11.  He is survived by his sister, Mrs 
Sheila Levy of 37201 South Stonecliffe Drive, 
Tucson, Arizona 85739, USA, to whom the Corps 
extends its sincere condolences.  
 FRASER ALEX.  Former RAF Regt FS 
Alexander (Alex) Fraser, born16 Jun 44, died 
after a protracted illness on 1 Jun 11 aged 66.  He 
enlisted in 1970 and served on 1, 15, 16 and 27 
Sqn RAF Regt, at the RAF OCTU at RAF 
Henlow, and on GDT posts at RAF Henlow, West 
Drayton and Halton before being discharged in 
Mar 92.  He was a member of the RAF Regt WOs 
& SNCOs Assoc.   
 The Funeral took place at the Kettering 
Crematorium at 11.30 on Wed 15 Jun 11. Family 
flowers only were requested, but donations may 
be made in his name to the Help for Heroes 
charity.  He is survived by his wife, Carole, of 2 
Board Street, Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire 
NN9 5TP, to whom the Corps extends its sincere 
condolences. 
 GOLDSMITH ROBERT.  Former RAF 
Regt LAC Robert (Bob) Goldsmith, died on 14 
May 11 aged 76 years.  He served as a National 
Serviceman on both 35 and 63 Sqns RAF Regt in 
the 1950s and was a member of the Essex Branch 
of the RAF Regt Assoc.  The funeral was held in 
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Pitsea, Essex, on 31 May 11.  He is survived by 
his wife, Pauline, of 81 St Francis way, Chadwell 
St Mary, Grays, Essex RM16 4RB, to whom the 
Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
 TROTTER WILLIAM.  Former RAF 
Regt Cpl William James Trotter, born 13 Nov 66, 
died on 31 May 11 aged 44.  He joined the RAF 
Regt on 17 Sep 84 and served on 15, 34 and 37 
Sqns RAF Regt before his discharge in May 96.  
He went on to serve on 609 Sqn RAuxAF until 
2004 when he became a member of the Military 
Police Guard Service until his death.   
 The funeral was held at 10.20 on Fri 10 
Jun 11 at the Bishop Thorpe Crematorium in 
York. Family flowers only were requested but 
donations in his name may be made to the 
McMillan St Monica�s Hospice.  He is survived 
by his wife, Sarah, of 50 Linton Meadow, Linton-
on-Ouse, Yorkshire, YO30 2AL, to whom the 
Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
NEW NOTICES: 
COMBAT INJURED RAF REGT GUNNER 
SELECTED TO CARRY FA CUP AT THE 
CUP FINAL 
 SAC Craig Richardson of 1 Sqn RAF Regt 
was selected to carry the FA Cup at the Cup Final 
on Sat 14 May 11.  He had his lower right leg 
amputated following an IED strike in Afghanistan 
in Oct 08.  He also suffered serious injuries to his 
right arm and shoulder affecting mobility, as well 
as hearing damage.  He has since returned to full 
duties (albeit still undergoing physiotherapy) with 
1 Sqn (based at RAF Honington).  
 Of note, the year prior to his injuries in 
Afghanistan, after less than a year since 
completion of his Trainee Gunner Course in Sep 
06, he was involved intimately in the Al Waki 
incident in Basra in 2007 in which LAC Beard 
was KIA and Cpl Hayden earned his MC); his Flt 
suffered four KIA during that tour.  Since 
sustaining his injuries in 2008, he has completed 
the arduous FA Level 1 Coaching Course, where 
his performance was described as �inspirational�.  
RAF DISABLED HOLIDAY TRUST 
 The RAF Disabled Holiday Trust 
(RAFDHT) buys Holiday Property Bonds (a high 
class and flexible timeshare) to provide free 
holidays for RAF families (serving or retired, 
Regular or Reserve) which includes a disabled 
Service person or dependent.  See 
http://www.rafddht.org.uk/ for more details.  The 
RAFDHT is actively seeking more/younger 

customers; currently the RAF has a list of 
approximately 200 individuals' families who are 
eligible for free holidays.  If you know of anyone 
who would qualify, please contact the Force WO 
at honfpforcewo@honington.raf.mod.uk or at 
(BT) 01359 237236. 
RAF REGT OFFRS' ANNUAL DINNER - 4 
NOV 11  
 The 2011 Annual Dinner of the RAF Regt 
Offrs' Dinner Club will be held at the Royal 
Automobile Club (RAC), 89 Pall Mall, London, 
on Fri 4 Nov 11.  The evening will include the 
unveiling of a new RAF ACC painting 
commissioned by the Regt.  The Calling Note - 
Application Form is now available from the Regtl 
Sec and all bids for attendance must be made no 
later than Mon 1 Aug 11.  Bids for places after 
that date cannot be assured and, in the event of 
over-subscription, a Reserve List will be 
implemented.  
 Applications will only be accepted using 
the form provided and accompanied by the full 
payment by UK Sterling cheque.  Verbal or Email 
applications will not be accepted other than in 
exceptional circumstances and subject to certain 
conditions.  Those planning to attend are 
encouraged to reserve their attendance as soon as 
possible, noting that their cheques will not be 
submitted for payment before end-Oct. 
 Accommodation remains the responsibility 
of the individual concerned and those requiring 
overnight accommodation are urged to book soon; 
however, accommodation at the RAC can only be 
booked by RAC Members. 
RAF ARMOURED CAR COMPANIES 90TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
(UPDATED) 
 In addition to the RAF AC Assoc events, 
the following Corps events are planned in 
celebration of the 90th Anniversary of the 
formation of the RAF Armoured Car Companies 
in 1921: 
3 Nov 11: 1 Sqn RAF Regt Families & Friends 
Day (RAF Honington). 
4 Nov 11: RAF AC Painting unveiling at the RAF 
Regt Officers Annual Dinner (RAC, London). 
18 Nov 11: RAF ACC Service of 
Commemoration (RAF Church of St Clement 
Danes, London) followed by a Reception at the 
RAF Club. 
19 Jul 12: II Sqn RAF Regt Families & Friends 
Day (RAF Honington) 

http://www.rafddht.org.uk/
mailto:honfpforcewo@honington.raf.mod.uk
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 The planned launch of the RAF ACC 
history book on 4 Nov 11 cannot now be 
achieved.  Further details will be announced in 
due course. 
RAF REGT SENIORS CONFERENCES 2011 
 The 2011 RAF Regt Snr Offrs� 

Conference will be held at the Def CBRN Centre, 
Winterbourne Gunner on Thu-Fri, 6-7 Oct 11.  
Prior to this, the RAF Regt WO�s Conference will 

be held there on 5 Oct.   
 The morning of 6 Oct will be a joint 
conference, after which the WOs will depart.  All 
available FE snr officers and WOs are to attend.  
Further details will be announced in due course 
but this is a firm date for the diaries.  
RAF HONINGTON THE TOP-
PERFORMING RAF STATION FOR 2010 
 The CINC Air Comd, ACM Sir Simon 
Bryant, presented Gp Capt Andy Hall, Stn Cdr 
RAF Honington, the RAF�s Stainforth Trophy - as 
the top-performing RAF Station in 2010 � in a 
ceremony in front of the majority of Station 
personnel on Wed 1 Jun 11.   
 The CINC spoke eloquently and for some 
time on the role that Honington has played in 
support of operations and congratulated everyone 
for the role they played in achieving this 
remarkable recognition.  
RAF REGT RUGBY TEAM BEATS ROYAL 
MARINES 
 The RAF Regt Rugby team beat the RM 
Team 34-23 at Lympsone on 1 Jun 11 to secure 
the Courage Cup, an annual competition between 
the Corps and the Marines.  Further details will be 
published in the Honington Herald magazine and 
Centurion journal. 
RAF HONINGTON FAMILIES DAY - 27 JUL 
11 
 A Friends & Families Day will be held at 
RAF Honington on Wed 27 Jul 11.  Although 
primarily for those employed at RAF Honington 
and their families and friends, an invitation is 
extended to veterans of both the RAF Regt and 
former RAF Honington servicepersons.   
 Details will be issued in due course but 
those not serving at RAF Honington should 
contact OC PSF, Flt Lt Ruth Sagrott, at 
ocpsf@honington.raf.mod.uk to register an 
interest, RAF Regt Assoc Branch members are 
asked to coordinate their bids at Branch level to 
ease the administrative task on Honington. 

COMMANDANT GENERAL�S 

COMMENDATIONS � 2011 � Re-Issue 
 Following its very successful 
implementation in 2009, the CG's 
Commendations for the year 2010-11 will be 
awarded in Sep 11.   
 The Award of a CG�s Commendation is 

intended to recognize those who serve or support 
the Corps in an outstanding fashion and who 
would not normally be covered by the State 
Awards or Joint Service and RAF Commanders' 
Commendation schemes; therefore, serving 
members are not eligible for nomination.  The 
2011 Awards year covers the period from 1 Aug 
10 to 31 Jul 11.  Nominations will only be 
accepted on the official nomination form (both 
electronic and hard-copy versions are available), 
obtainable from the Regtl Sec.  
 All nominations must be initiated by a 
suitable Sponsor and supported by one other 
individual.  Sponsors or supporting signatories 
may not be related to the nominated individual.  
In the case of a RAF Regiment Association 
nomination, one of the signatories should be an 
Assoc National or Branch executive.  
 Nominations must be submitted to the 
Regtl Sec by no later than 1 Sep 11.  Late 
submissions will not be accepted.  It is vital that 
all nominations remain in confidence and 
nominees are not to be made aware of their 
nomination.  Full details and conditions are 
contained in the nomination form pack. 
ON-LINE MILITARY HISTORY 
MAGAZINE 
 Issue 1 of WARFARE, Pen and Swords' 
free online magazine is now available.   To view 
the magazine click the following hyperlink and 
enter your name and e-mail address for your free 
life subscription.  Everyone who subscribes to the 
magazine will be entered into a prize draw for the 
chance to win a free Amazon KINDLE e-Reader.   
The draw will take place on July 31st. 
http://www.warfaremagazine.co.uk/  
 The bi-monthly magazine can be viewed 
online, downloaded and even printed off - all free 
of charge.   Content will include military, family 
and general history, there is a New Release and 
Review Section for books, computer games and 
films as well as model kits, war games and 
miniature models.   
 The publishers will be running 
competitions and readers� offers, a listing of 

mailto:ocpsf@honington.raf.mod.uk
http://www.warfaremagazine.co.uk/
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events and much more, all presented in a modern 
reader friendly interactive magazine - again all 
free of charge. 
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
25 Jun UK Armed Force�s Day + RAF Regt 
Annual Memorial Commemoration (NMA 
Alrewas). 
10 Jul RAF Regt Assoc Annual Church Service at 
HM Tower of London. 
20 Jul Naming Ceremony (for those killed in 
2010) at the National Armed Forces' Memorial 
(NMA Alrewas). 
23 Jul RAF Regt Assoc Exec Committee Meeting 
(RAF Cosford). 
27 Jul Friends & Families� Day (RAF Honington) 
1 Aug Centurion Journal 2011 - Article Deadline  
1 Sep CG Commendations Nominations due date. 
2 Sep 27 Sqn RAF Regt 60th Anniversary 
Celebration (RAF Honington). 
30 Sep- 3 Oct RAF Regt Assoc AGM and Annual 
Reunion (Charlton Kings, Cheltenham) 
5-6 Oct Regt WOs Conference (Def CBRN 
Centre, Winterbourne Gunner). 
6-7 Oct Regt Snr Offrs Conference (Def CBRN 
Centre, Winterbourne Gunner). 
27-28 Oct RAF Armd Car Assoc Autumn 
Reunion (Morley Hayes, Derby) 
3 Nov 1 Sqn RAF Regt 90th Anniversary Day 
(RAF Honington) 
4 Nov RAF Regt Offrs' Dinner Club Annual 
Dinner 2011 (Royal Automobile Club, London) 
10 Nov Garden of Remembrance (Westminster 
Abbey, London) 
13 Nov Remembrance Day (Nationwide)  
18 Nov RAF ACC 90th Anniversary 
Commemoration Service (St Clement Danes) 
19 Dec 90th Birthday of 1 ACC / 1 Sqn RAF Regt.  
2012 
1 Feb 70th Anniversary of the Formation of the 
RAF Regt. 
2 Feb RAF Regt Operational Review (RAF 
Honington). 
3 Feb RAF Regt 70th Anniversary 
Commemoration Service (Bury St Edmunds).  
3 Feb Corps Officers� Briefing and Corps 

Formation Dinner 2012 (RAF Honington). 
7 Apr 90th Birthday of 2 ACC / II Sqn RAF Regt. 
11-14 May RAF Regt Assoc Spring Social (Nidd 
Hall, Nr Harrogate) 
12 May Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration (Catterick). 

4 Jun Naming Ceremony (for those killed in 
2011) at the National Armed Forces' Memorial 
NMA Alrewas. 
8 Jun RAF Regt Offrs' Dinner Club Annual 
Reception 2012 (provisional date - tbc) 
15 Jun 63 Sqn RAF Regt Assoc Reunion (Union 
Jack Club, London). 
30 Jun UK Veterans' Day + RAF Regt Annual 
Memorial Commemoration NMA  
19 Jul II Sqn RAF Regt 90th Anniversary 
Families� Day (RAF Honington). 
1 Aug Centurion Journal 2012 - Article Deadline  
26 Oct RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 
Dinner 2012 RAF Club London 
11 Nov Remembrance Day (Nationwide) 
2013 
31 Jan Corps Operational Review RAF 
Honington. 
1 Feb 71st Anniversary of the RAF Regt. 
1 Feb Corps 71st Anniversary Commemoration 
Service Bury St Edmunds (Provisional). 
1 Feb RAF Regt Operational Review and Corps 
Formation Dinner 2013. 
11 May Annual RAF Regt Chapel  
Commemoration (provisional date, Catterick). 
28 Jun RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Ladies 

Dinner Night (Morley Hayes, nr Derby). 
29 Jun UK Armed Forces Day + RAF Regt 
Annual Memorial Commemoration (NMA 
Alrewas) 
8 Nov RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner 2013 (RAF Club, London). 
 

HOW CAN A MAN IMPRESS A 
WOMAN 
Wine her � dine her � call her � hug her � hold her 
� surprise her � compliment her � smile at her � 
laugh with her � cry with her � cuddle her � shop 
with her � give her jewellery � buy her flowers � 
hold her hand � write love letters to her � write 
poetry for her � go to the ends of the earth and 
back for her. 

HOW CAN A WOMAN IMPRESS 
A MAN 
Show up naked � bring beer. 

Anon. 
 

******************** 
 Well that�s all for now, keep smiling if 

you can and stay happy.   
 

   Malcolm 
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Thursday 16th June     2011 23rd Ann B�ham Bran 
Monday 20th June     2011 Vet�s Day at Bot Gds 
Saturday 25th June     2011 Regt Mem Com NMA 
Sunday 10th July     2011 Tower of London 
Thursday 14th July    2011 Branch Night 
Saturday 23rd July     2011 NEC Meeting TBA 
Thursday 11th August    2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 8th September 2011 Branch Night 
Sunday 2nd October     2011 Merchant Navy Day 
 

Thursday 13th October   2011 Branch Night 
Fri 30th Sep�Mon 3rd Oct  �11 Ass AGM & Reunion 
Friday 21st October    2011 Trafalgar Day  
Thurs 20th-Fri 21st Oct    2011 Arm Car Ass Reunion 
Sunday 6th November    2011 Midlands Fest of Rem 
Thursday 10th Nov    2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 10th Nov    2011 Field of Rem London  
Saturday 12th Nov    2011 Birmingham Poppy Ball 
Sunday 13th November  2011 Remembrance Sunday 
Wednesday 30th Nov    2011 St Andrew�s Day 
Thursday 8th December 2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 12th January   2012 Branch Night 
Saturday 21st January    2012 NEC Meeting Venue TBA 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 70th Ann of the RAF Regt. 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 Branch Subs Due 
Thursday 9th Feb    2012 Branch Night and AGM 
Fri 11th-Mon 14th May   2012 Spring Reunion Nidd Hall 

DATES FOR 
YOUR 
DIARIES

MAKE
A

DATE

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PHOTOCOPIED AND BOUND BY KIND
PERMISSION OF WRAGGE AND CO SOLICITORS
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Ron Sharp     
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Staffordshire DE13 8QE 
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PRESIDENT 
Dave Gooding 
31 Queen Elizabeth Road 
Rubery, Rednal 
Birmingham 
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Mob: 07982 425539 
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MINUTE SECRETARY 
Ken Bridgwood 
29 Claverdon Drive 
Great Barr 
Birmingham 
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Tel: 0121 357 4242 
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Hughie Cooper 
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Baswich Lane 
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Tel: 01785 242269 
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TREASURER 
Tom Magee 
11 Pavilion Avenue 
Smethwick, Warley  
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Tel: 0121 429 5635 e-mail 
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Peter Swash 
�Mdina� Rowney Green Lane 
Rowney Green 
Redditch 
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Dave Gooding 
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FINANCIAL AUDITORS 
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SECRETARY 
Malcolm A Baldwin 
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Tel: 0121 608 3791 
Baldwinmalc@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
BRANCH 
QUARTERMASTER  
Tom Magee 
11 Pavilion Avenue 
Smethwick, Warley  
West Midlands, B67 6LA 
Tel: 0121 429 5635   e-mail 
rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk 
 
RBL LIAISON OFFICER 
Dave Gooding 
31 Queen Elizabeth Road 
Rubery, Rednal 
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