
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    BIRMINGHAM BRANCH

IMPORTANT NOTICE            

My Retirement as Your Branch Secretary            Page 2 

 A Further Important Notice             Page 2 

Branch Appeal – Goodies for Our Injured Boys           Page 2 

Branch Birthdays                Page 3 

From the Ass. Chairman – The RAF Living History Gp     Page 3 

WW11 Bomber command Heroes to get Monument           Page 3 

 The Proposed Monument – A Picture            Page 3 

  Halifax Bomber             Page 4 

RAF Regiment News               Page 4 

 AVM Steven Hillier Talks about Combat Zone        Page 4 

 Turn-out to Support Our Troops             Page 4 

 Full bore Competition at Bisley             Page 5 

Correspondence                Page 5 

 Hughie Cooper of Birmingham             Page 5 

  A Picture of the WRNS Memorial            Page 6 

  My Prediction for the Future of the NMA    Page 6 

National Memorial Arboretum Update             Page 7 

 Annual Event to Dedicate New Names on AFM       Page 7 

 WAAF Memorial               Page 7 

 Future Events at the NMA              Page 8 

RAF Regiment Books               Page 9 

 Books about the RAF Regiment           Page 10 

 Books Containing References to RAF Regiment    Page 11 

From the RAF Regiment Secretary          Page 11 

 Death Notices              Page 11 

 General Notices             Page 12 

 Corps Diary Dates             Page 12 

And by E-mail from Colin Smith of Warwick          Page 12 

 Well I Never              Page 12 

Dates for Your Diary             Page 14 

Birmingham Branch Committee            Page 14 
 

COUNTING DOWN – EIGHT MONTHS UNTIL 

I RETIRE AS YOUR BRANCH SECRETARY. 

A NEW SECRETARY IS REQUIRED IF THE 

BRANCH IS TO CONTINUE.  
  

PLEASE GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A FURTHER IMPORTANT 

NOTICE        Page 2 
 

GOODIES FOR OUR 

INJURED BOYS         Page 2 
 

RAF REGIMENT NEWS 
         Page 4 
 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 

ARBORETUM UPDATE 
       Page 7 
 

FROM THE RAF REG.T 

SECRETARY               Page 11 
 

ONLY EIGHT 

MORE MONTHS 

TO GO 

NEWSLETTER NO: 252 

 JUNE 2010 

ROYAL AIR FORCE 

REGIMENT 

ASSOCIATION 
www.rafregt.org.uk 

 
          
 

The Best Fighters in the RAF 

Operate on the Ground 
 

The Royal Air Force Regiment.  

Ground-based specialists, 

protecting RAF assets from 

enemy attack. 
 



2 

 

 

Dear Readers. 

My Retirement as Your Secretary 
A Further Important Notice 
 As I said in last month‟s newsletter, I will 

be retiring as your Branch Secretary at the Branch 

AGM in February 2011 and I am now considering 

ways in which I can reduce my fairly heavy 

monthly work load for producing a monthly 

newsletter does not just mean typing it in or 

copying and pasting content from the internet.  

 There is also the need to post off the 

master for photocopying, which means a car trip 

into Birmingham to collect the copied newsletters 

when this job has been done.  In the meantime, I 

need to prepare the envelopes.  This means 

printing off all the address labels, pealing them 

from the backing paper and sticking them onto the 

envelopes.   

 Then there are the stamps.  These also 

have to be pealed off their backing paper and then 

stuck on all the envelopes.  No great problem you 

may think but try doing this month in and month 

out to over two hundred envelopes - and it used to 

be over three hundred envelopes - every month. 

 With this in mind, I have decided that one 

of the ways in which I can achieve this goal is to 

discontinue sending free newsletters out to a fairly 

extensive list of addressees.  This will reduce by 

almost half the work detailed above.   

 So this will be the last newsletter sent out 

to anyone who does not pay a subscription to the 

Birmingham Branch.  This unfortunately includes 

every RAF Regiment unit and several senior 

Regiment officers and many other individuals.  

 The new Branch Secretary may wish to 

reinstate this free service but it will be up to him if 

he does.  I will also assist the new Branch 

Secretary to settle into his responsibilities for as 

long as it takes.   

 My apologies to you all for this decision 

but by taking this step, it will considerably reduce 

my monthly workload and hopefully, give me an 

opportunity to, amongst many other things, 

improve my golf and let Valerie and I achieve one 

of our ambitions, which is to explore the UK by 

visiting as many areas of the United Kingdom as 

we can.  My garden could also do with some extra 

care too.   

 

 I also said in last month‟s newsletter that if 

I publish a newsletter every month until next 

February, my last newsletter will be No. 260.  

 That is if I publish one each month for 

there is always the possibility that I may miss one, 

although as I have said, if I publish one each 

month until I stand down, I will only have missed 

thirteen in the last twenty-two and a half years. 

 One of those was due to an extended stay 

in hospital, two were due to Valerie and I being 

abroad for a month – the first one for a month‟s 

holiday in South Africa and the second one for a 

month‟s holiday in the south of France.  The other 

ten that I missed were due to business 

commitments.   

 I cannot see any of these events impacting 

on my last eight newsletters though, so at the 

moment, I have every intention of published 

another eight newsletters.  Now having mentioned 

my newsletters, I have copies of every newsletter 

that I have published, neatly filed in ten A4 ring 

binders, right from my very first one published on 

17
th

 July 1988 that was a single A4 page, very 

badly typed and with Tippex all over it.  How 

technology has moved on since 1988.   

 If anyone would like to have these 

newsletters, please let me know for otherwise 

come next February, I will be reorganising my 

office and I will need to find a new home for them 

or they will all have to be binned, for when I retire 

as your Branch Secretary, my office is going to 

have a complete clear out and a revamp. 

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
  It is most important that we remember the 

dangers that our young men and women serving 

on operations are all facing, so please remember 

the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  

 With your help, we can continue to 

provide these small comforts and any other items 

that members of the military staff ask us for.  We 

can never get enough goodies for the lads, so in 

the mean time, your continued support is 

appreciated for we need much more money.   

 If any of you would like to contribute 

items or cash directly for this appeal, as I have not 

yet been notified of Warrant Officer “Stoney” 

Wanbon‟s successor as NCO I/C Patient Support 
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Services, you must contact Major Ian Cheesman, 

Officer I/C Patient Support Services, or post them 

to him at RCDM, Selly Oak Hospital, Raddlebarn 

Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29 6JD.  If cash, 

please make your cheques out to RCDM - PSS.   

BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 

 A very Happy Birthday to the following 

Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 

are this month, may you all have many more. 
 

2nd June Leonard Royds Tamworth Staffs 

9th June Jim Davies Middlewich Cheshire 

12th June Mick Warren Saltburn by the Sea 

14th June Malcolm Overfield Dudley West Mids 

17th June Fred Smith Birmingham West Mids 

22nd June Vic Whistler Stratford on Avon 

26th June Hector MacKenzie Leicester Leics 

27th June Ralph Proffitt Shrewsbury Shropshire 

27th June Jim Common Aberdare Mid Glam 
 

From the Association chairman – 

The RAF Living History Group 
 As has been announced through Corps 

Parish Notices and other means, the RAF Living 

History Group (LHG) will stage a two-day, 

WWII-themed event - to be called 'Belton 

Brought to Life' - at Belton Park (BP) during the 

weekend of 14
th

 -15
th

 August 2010.  Belton Park 

was, of course, the WWII RAF Regt Depot from 

1942-1946 and is now a National Trust (NT) 

property. 

 Given its historical ties with BP, the RAF 

Regiment has been invited to participate.  The 

RAF FP Force Commander has designated the 

event a formal Recruiting & Engagement Event 

and directed that it should involve both Regular 

and RAuxAF Regt participation although the 

current MOD/RAF austerity measures mean that 

the Service participation must be at lowest 

possible cost.   

 The RAF Regiment Association has been 

invited to take part in the event and I have asked 

the Lincoln Branch, as the local branch of the 

Association, to lead the Association‟s response.  

An initial planning meeting has already taken 

place which was attended by Roy Miskelly, 

Chairman of the Lincolnshire Branch.  

 It is extremely important that members 

and branches of the Association do NOT make 

direct contact with National Trust Staff at Belton 

Park or elsewhere.  The RAF Regiment‟s contact 

with the National Trust is solely through the 

Regimental Secretary, and our contact with him, 

for this event, is through Roy Miskelly (Contact 

details below).  Any member or branch able to 

offer help in manning the Association‟s stands, or 

willing to help in any other way or able to lend 

photographic or other memorabilia, is asked to 

make contact with Roy Miskelly.  The event is 

likely to attract a wide participation from the 

general public, and will be of particular interest to 

past members of the Corps.   

 It is therefore a valuable recruiting 

opportunity for the Association.  I ask all those 

able to do so, to help ensure that we present the 

Association in the best possible light and take best 

advantage of this excellent opportunity.  Roy 

Miskelly can be contacted by telephone on 01778 

426307 or by e-mail at 

roy.miskelly1@btinternet.com.  Steven Brereton 

Martin, Chairman. 

WWII Bomber Command heroes 

to get London monument  
 A £3.5m permanent monument to the 

World War II heroes of RAF Bomber Command 

is to be built in central London.  Westminster 

Council gave permission for the open style 

pavilion at the Piccadilly entrance to Green Park. 
  

The monument above will have quotations 

from Winston Churchill 
 

 The memorial, which should be built by 

2012, will commemorate the 55,573 crew of 

Bomber Command, with an average age of 22, 

who were killed in World War II.  Its role was to 

attack Germany's airbases, troops, shipping and 

industries connected to the war effort.  During the 

mailto:roy.miskelly1@btinternet.com
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war, Bomber Command ensured the damage 

caused to London's squares, streets and parks 

from German bombs, was not as extensive as it 

could have been.  

Halifax bomber 
 Councillor Alastair Moss, chairman of 

Westminster City Council's planning applications 

sub committee, said: "This new landmark for 

London is a fitting tribute to the heroes of Bomber 

Command who made the ultimate sacrifice for our 

freedom.  It is a sign of this country's gratitude to 

these exceptional people who were brave enough 

to fight for us and it will stand as an iconic 

London monument marking how good came to 

triumph over evil for many generations to come."  

The roof of the 8.5m-tall pavilion, made from 

Portland Stone, will be open to the sky and the 

open entrance will be made from melted down 

aluminium sections of a Halifax bomber shot 

down during the war and in which all seven of the 

crew were killed.  It will also house a sculpture of 

the seven aircrew by the sculptor Philip Jackson.  

The memorial will contain inscriptions, carvings, 

and a dedication.  There will also be inscriptions 

from Winston Churchill, who said in a speech to 

Parliament in 1940:  

 "The gratitude of every home in our island 

... and indeed throughout the world except in the 

abodes of the guilty goes out to the British airmen 

who undaunted by odds, un-weakened by their 

constant challenge and mortal danger, are turning 

the tide of world war by their prowess and their 

devotion."  

 The monument had been promoted by the 

Bomber Command Association with assistance 

from the Royal Air Force and the Heritage 

Foundation.  The concept behind the memorial, its 

size, design and location in a Grade II listed park, 

has attracted some objections from groups 

including the Westminster Society, the 

Knightsbridge Association and the London Parks 

and Gardens Trust.  

RAF Regiment News 
AVM Steven Hillier talks about the challenges 

of keeping things moving in the combat zone 
 How important is the contribution of FP to 

operations?  It's is an essential role.  In terms of 

the RAF Regiment, they are hugely committed to 

operations.  They have been exceptionally busy 

for a number of years. It's a combination of that 

business, plus the importance of the job that has 

led to the formation of an additional RAF 

Regiment Field Squadron and a FP HQ.   

 The eighth field squadron is starting to 

come on line and highlights the importance of the 

job. The way we operate places a lot of 

responsibility on the most junior ranks in the RAF 

Regiment.  The new Lance Corporal rank 

recognises that level of responsibility and the 

complexity of the job they do and that recognition 

is absolutely appropriate.  It's a great step forward.  

I hope it recognises what those junior ranks are 

achieving in exceptionally difficult circumstances. 

Turn out to support our troops 
 Troops were welcomed home from 

Afghanistan when they paraded through Stamford 

on Wednesday 26
th

 May.  People turned out to 

show their support for members of 3 Squadron 

RAF Regiment, who touched down at RAF 

Wittering yesterday following a six-month tour.  

 The 130 officers and airmen from RAF 

Wittering, including reservists from 504 Squadron 

based at RAF Cottesmore and six members of the 

RAF Police, were led by the RAF Regiment Band 

as they paraded through the town, where they 

were met by cheers and rounds of applause from 

people gathered in the streets.  Schoolchildren, 

military cadets and ex-service groups were among 

the crowds waiting to welcome them.   

 The servicemen and women arrived in 

buses at the Cattle Market car park just before 

9.30am, before making their way across the 

Meadows for the parade to set off from Bath Row 

where the parade formed up at 9.30 a.m.  It then 

moved off at 9.50 a.m. along Castle Dyke, 

through Sheep Market to All Saints Street and 

into Red Lion Square and St John's Street.  It then 

marched into St Mary's Street and turned right 

down St Mary's Hill where it finished with an 

'eyes left' at the town hall.   

 The station commander, the mayor and 

other dignitaries took the salute, together with 

members of the Royal Air Force Association, the 

Royal British Legion, and cadets from the area's 

Air Training Corps.  The parade had a moment‟s 

silence before they fell out in Station Road, where 

they were greeted by friends and family before 

rejoining their coaches to return to RAF 

Wittering.  A flypast by two Harriers also flew 

over the town hall at 10 a.m. 

 The Regiment's mission in Afghanistan is 

the protection of aircraft and personnel operating 

out of Camp Bastion.  The Mayor of Stamford 
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Councillor David Brailsford said: "I think our 

troops are doing a fantastic job in Afghanistan. 

They show professionalism and dedication in the 

most difficult part of the world.  I think they 

deserve the support of everybody, not just here in 

Stamford but everywhere."  He added; "I thought 

there would be a few people turn out but it was 

absolutely great to see so many people in 

Stamford.   

 “It goes to show the appreciation and 

gratitude there is in the town for what the troops 

do.  “I would like to thank Number 3 Squadron 

RAF Regiment for marching through the streets of 

Stamford, which has given people the opportunity 

to show them the respect they deserve.  It builds 

on the strong relationship between RAF Wittering 

and the community that we have enjoyed for 

many years.  It has been an absolutely brilliant 

day.” 

 Schoolchildren waved flags to welcome 

the troops and members of The Royal Air Force 

Regiment Association, the Royal Air Force 

Association, the Royal Naval Association and the 

Royal Lincolnshire Regimental attended and 

Royal British Legion Standards were dipped  

as they passed the town hall.   After the parade, 

there was an informal reception in the officer's 

Mess at RAF Wittering for invited guests and 

campaign medals were presented. 

Full bore competition prepares RAF 

Regiment for Battle Royale this summer 

and then beyond 
 Priming to be the hotshot of the RAF 

Regiment as the start of the season‟s opening full 

bore shooting competition season kicked off at 

Bisley rifle range.  Flt Lt Jim Baldwin said:  

 “This skill is core to life in the Regiment, 

if you cannot shoot straight, then you are not 

much use.  This is a standard weapons event, the 

firers use rifle, light support weapons and pistol.  

The infantry are always taking part in rifle 

competitions, but this one kick-starts the season as 

it were and then allows the best shooters from the 

Service to compete in the RAFSAM in June, 

before taking on the other Services in the 

CenSAM contest later in the year.” 

 The RAF Regiment Skill at Arms event 

which runs over two weeks and began on Monday 

May 17
th

  will see 49 RAF Regiment firers 

compete in the gruelling week-long event, which 

saw the Regiment‟s top gun take part in a variety 

of disciplines, targets, firing positions and 

timings.  These are designed to test the skills and 

prove the professionalism of the marksman.  The 

firers shoot from 400 yards on the Ash, Pirbright 

and Sandhurst ranges during the week long event, 

for a variety of trophies including the Lloyds 

trophy which is the main award along with an 

entry level trophy for beginner entrants with 

teams of eight firers, having six marksmen and 

two reserves. 

 Flight Lieutenant Baldwin said: “The 

Regiment always have a problem with champions 

defending their crowns due to postings and duties, 

but that does not stop the atmosphere getting very 

competitive.  The first week is fairly easy going, 

but by the second when the scores start going up 

everyone begins to give it their best.” 

 The Regiment units that were competing 

for this year‟s title were 15, 34, 51, 4 Regiment 

Squadrons. QCS 63 Regiment Squadron, 2503 

Royal Auxiliary Air RAF Regiment Squadron. 

SO1 OSS and several individual entrants, with a 

German Air Force Squadron that took part this 

year as well. 

 The day-long shooting trials and 

competition provided a tough test for all. 

 With two matches every day pushing the 

competitors to the limit, food was brought to 

ranges due the tight timelines adhered to, firers 

had to be on their mettle throughout.  Flight 

Lieutenant Baldwin added:  

 “The recent PAM for the event has been 

rewritten to enable the competition to resemble 

operations that was done last year, so it is as up-

to-date as possible.  The firers from this 

competition will be heading off to Bastion and 

Kandahar from here, so this has to be the real 

thing. They will be engaging the enemy, so we 

want the best and them to be at their best.”  The 

association, which boasts amazing facilities at 

Bisley, also provides great social aspects for all 

firers, with an all ranks bar and club house 

meaning competitors can relax and talk about 

their day in comfort. 

Correspondence 
From Hughie Cooper of Birmingham  
 Hi there Malcolm.  On Saturday 8

th
 May 

Eileen and I attended at Annual RAF Regiment 

Chapel Service and for once it did not rain but it 

was bitterly cold.  There were six standards on 

parade and the Service started at 16.00 hours in 

the presence of the RAF Regiment Commandant 

General, Air Commodore Russ La Forte MBE 
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MA BA and Baroness Harris of Richmond.  The 

Service was conducted by the Parish Priest the 

Reverend Frances Wilson, and the Senior 

Chaplain, Royal Air Force Honington, the 

Reverend Wing Commander Andrew Turner.  At 

the conclusion of the Service there was a march 

past to the Lower Green.  Afterwards there was an 

excellent Buffet at the Catterick Village Club 

which was particularly well presented by the 

Catterick Branch (as always) to whom we give 

our most sincere thanks.   

 During the evening there were several 

deserved presentations and talks, all of which 

were most interesting, particularly the CG's 

information on the current and future importance 

of the Corps and the excellent tasks they are 

carrying out now, which is earning respect from 

all. 

 Regarding the CG's talk (sorry but my 

memory of the exact detail is not very good) he 

gave his background which started off at Catterick 

as a gunner in 1978 and progressed through a 

wide range of postings etc. 

 The most interesting points he covered 

were the future of the RAF Regiment which is 

still doing a marvellous job, and the different 

duties they have to perform, not all of which are 

military ones.  As we have seen ourselves they 

have to do many tasks for local communities to 

encourage the local populace in which they have 

been very successful. 

 Because of this the future looks quite 

promising although there are likely to be changes 

in the future, particularly because of the economic 

and general situation.  His talk was very well 

received by everyone I spoke to and I personally 

found it most encouraging about the future and 

the respect the Corps has received. 

 Incidentally, on the previous Saturday, I 

went to the NMA to see the unveiling of the 

WRENS memorial attended by approx 200 on 

Plot No. 417   dedicated to the 21 members and 

nursing sisters who were lost in 1941 when their 

ship was torpedoed in 1942 by a U-Boat when the 

SS Aguila, part of a convoy from Milford Haven 

to Gibraltar, sank in one minute after being hit by 

a torpedo on 19
th

 August 1941.   

 There were only fifteen survivors and all 

the WRENS on board died.  The memorial is 

made from laminated Brazilian Cedar, is 3 feet 

high and is mounted on a 3 ft granite plinth.  It is 

another fine memorial on this excellent site.  I 

quite often go over there as I keep up a detailed 

library of photos.  As we were having a morning 

snack on the terrace overlooking the site, it was 

really amazing the changes that have taken place 

in such a few short years and how many people 

that now visit the NMA.  We arrived about 9 a.m. 

and the car park was fairly empty but then 

fourteen coaches arrived and when we left the car 

park it was very full.  It is so encouraging to see 

the support it gets and it must be very pleasing to 

the volunteers who have brought it to fruition and 

shows what can be done by them.  Kindest 

regards, Hughie Cooper. 
 

******************** 

 
 

 Thanks you for that information Hughie 

and for the photograph above of the WRENS 

Memorial and yes, every time that Valerie and I 

visit the NMA which we frequently do, we are 

constantly amazed by its development and 

progress.   

 Every time that we visit there are new 

memorials to see and the speed with which the 

NMA is developing is really quite remarkable.  It 

makes me wonder just what will happen when the 

NMA takes over the land currently being worked 

out by the quarry.  Another seventy-five acres will 

increase the size of the NMA by fifty per cent. 

My Prediction for the Future of the NMA 

 Perhaps it‟s time to give you all my 

prediction for the future of the NMA as I will not 

be producing these newsletters when – or if – it 

ever comes to fruition. 

 Over the many years that I attended the 

Remembrance Sunday Service and parade in 

London, I saw the parade change in character and 

make-up when for example, the number of 

military bands went down.  At the same time, as 

the NMA developed from its infancy, greater and 

greater emphasis has been placed on the NMA as 

the second most important focus of remembrance.  
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 In addition, we have frequently been told 

of the problems regarding the security of the 

Remembrance Sunday Service and Parade in 

London and the disruption to the life of the city. 

 I believe that when the NMA takes over 

the worked-out quarry land in eight to ten years 

time, this will give the NMA an opportunity to 

greatly expand its activities.  I also believe that 

this opportunity will be seized by the “powers-

that-be”, to move the Remembrance Sunday 

Service and Parade from London to the NMA. 

 Such a move would at a stroke, greatly 

simplify the problem of ensuring security for the 

event for it is so much easier to secure a rural site 

such as the NMA rather than an event held in the 

heart of the capital.  For example, just think of 

one of the problems of holding this event in 

London – checking and securing all the manholes 

in the area.  That is just one major problem for 

there are many, many more involved with the 

security of London. 

 Then there would be the real bonus of 

holding this event in the heart of the country with 

all that implies for easier access to it for the NMA 

is not only very nearly in the centre of the 

country, it is also in the centre of the motorway 

network too.  I would greatly welcome such a 

change of venue for it would be of major benefit 

to the West Midlands. 

 We will have to see of course and if it 

does happen, I hope that I will still be around to 

see it, for I will be in my middle eighties by the 

time the NMA takes over the additional land. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 

ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 
  The rededication of the Basra Memorial 

Wall and recent brighter weather has led to a 

surge in visitor numbers at the National Memorial 

Arboretum.   It is now anticipated that, nine years 

after opening, late May will see the Arboretum 

welcome its millionth visitor. 

 From 2001 to 2006, visitor numbers were 

below 70,000 a year however the dedication of the 

Armed Forces Memorial, in the presence of Her 

Majesty the Queen in October 2007, led to the 

figures doubling in two consecutive years to the 

current level of around 300,000 per annum. 

 The millionth visitor to the Arboretum will 

receive a special surprise including a VIP tour of 

the Arboretum by the site‟s chief executive and a 

year‟s membership of the NMA Friends.  

Arboretum chief executive, Charlie Bagot Jewitt, 

said: 

 “In less than a decade the Arboretum‟s 

come a long way. Evidenced in part by achieving 

this milestone, we‟re now making real progress 

towards creating a world-renowned centre for 

Remembrance.  Our staff and volunteers have put 

in a huge amount of effort to get us this far and 

we did not want this milestone to pass by 

unnoticed.  We‟ve kept an accurate record of 

visitor numbers from day one and look forward to 

being able to confer the honour of being the 

millionth person through the door on an 

unsuspecting visitor.”  

Annual Event to Dedicate New Names 

on AFM 
 An annual event to dedicate the names of 

those killed on duty the previous year took place 

at The National Memorial Arboretum this month 

on 5
th

 June.  The service, led by Bishop John 

Kirkham (former Bishop to the Armed Forces), 

was for the families of those killed, with HRH 

The Earl of Wessex, Andrew Robathan MP 

(Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for the 

Ministry of Defence) and senior military 

representatives also in attendance. 

 2009 saw the largest number of UK 

Armed Forces deaths in the last twenty years and 

the highest number of Army deaths since the 

Falklands conflict in 1982.  The engraver, Nick 

Hindle, added the 119 new names during April 

and May this year.   

 The Armed Forces Memorial, dedicated in 

the presence of HM The Queen in 2007, is the 

UK‟s tribute to the 16,000 men and women who 

have been killed on duty or as a result of terrorist 

action since 1948.    

 The Memorial has space for 15,000 further 

names and one of its most poignant features was 

its remaining blank wall.  Given the number of 

death in 2009, it has been necessary to commence 

engraving on this wall.   

 All 119 names will be read out during the 

service.  Afterwards, led by HRH the Earl of 

Wessex on behalf of the Country, families were 

invited to lay wreaths at the base of the 

Memorial‟s freshly engraved walls. 

WAAF Memorial 
 A Service of dedication for a Women's 

Auxiliary Air Force Association memorial has 

been held at the National Memorial Arboretum in 

Staffordshire.  About one hundred and twenty 

WAAF Association members attended and, 

although it was a work in progress, they were 
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delighted with the piece, based on the WAAF 

badge. 

Future Events at the NMA 
Wednesday 23

rd
 June 2010 

 At 12.00 noon the RAF Police and RAF 

Police Association will hold their annual 

Memorial Anniversary Parade onsite at RAFP and 

RAFPA Memorial.  For further information 

contact Alan F. Millership on 01405 818159 or 

07849 468366 or by email to 

<a.millership8176@btinternet.com>. 

Wednesday 23
rd

 June 2010 
 At 11.00 a.m. and 12.15 p.m. the 

Association of Jewish ex-Servicemen (AJEX) will 

hold their annual service of commemoration at the 

AJAX Memorial then at the Shot at Dawn 

Memorial.  For further information contact 

Jacques Weisser or Rosalind Kaye on 020 8282 

2323 or email <headoffice@ajex.org.uk>. 

Saturday 26
th

 June 2010 
 Everyone is invited to join in celebrating 

Armed Forces Day at the National Memorial 

Arboretum.  The Service of Tribute will be held at 

10.45am at the  Armed Forces Memorial.  Please 

note,  no seating will be provided. 

Saturday 26
th

 June 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. in the Millennium Chapel 

the RAF Regiment will hold its annual RAF 

Regiment Memorial Service of Commemoration 

in the Millennium Chapel.  The event will be 

followed immediately afterwards with a Service 

of Commemoration and Wreath Laying in the 

RAF Regiment Memorial Garden. For further 

information contact   Wing Commander Martin 

Hooker on 01359 237824 or by email to 

<rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk>. 

Sunday 27
th

 June 2010  

 National Service Day.  A day of 

commemoration and reunion for all who 

performed National Service.  A Service will be 

held at 2:00 p.m. at the National Service 

Memorial and will be followed by a parade.  For 

further information contact Kevin Paton 

(Coordinator) on 01952 510053 or 

<kevinpaton@crown-lane.co.uk>. 

Sunday 27
th

 June 2010  

At 10.30 a.m. at the CVA Memorial, the 

Commando Veterans Association will hold a 

summer service of Remembrance as part of 

Armed Forces Week.  For further information 

contact Geoff on 01869 243140 or by email at 

<murraygeoff@hotmail.com>. 

Friday 2
nd

 July 2010 
 The Northern Rhodesia Police Association 

will dedicate the Colonial Police Memorial on-

site.  For further information  contact John Coates 

on 0116 2872869 or by e-mail at 

<johncoates42@hotmail.com>. 

Saturday 3
rd

 July 2010 
 At 12.00 noon the Royal Artillery 

Association will hold its annual Service of 

Remembrance in the Pavilion marquee and onsite 

at the Royal Artillery Garden.  For further 

information contact Allan Solly (Membership 

Secretary) by tel. on 01980 845362 or by e-mail 

<ArtyCen-RHQRA-RAA-MemSec@mod.uk>. 

Wednesday 7
th

 July 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. in the Millennium Chapel, 

the Army Benevolent Fund, the Soldier's Charity 

will hold its annual service for family and friends 

of ABFSC Tribute Rose Funds.  For further 

information contact Mrs F D Ponikowski (Donor 

Development Manager) on 0845 241 4828 or by 

email to< fponikowski@soldierscharity.org>. 

Friday 9
th

 July 2010 
 At 12.00 noon the Neptune Association 

will hold a rededication service on-site at the 

memorials for the Neptune and Hood memorials.  

For further information contact Diana Clayton on 

01457 861606 or email at 

<dianaw5hx@talktalk.net>; or John McGregor on 

01227 282219 or by email at 

<hmsneptune41@aol.com>. 

Saturday 10
th

 July 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. in the Millennium Chapel 

the Civil Defence Association will hold its annual 

service followed by a wreath laying at the CDA 

memorial.  For further information contact Tim 

Essex-Lopresti (Secretary) on 01629 55738 or 

email <aedissel@btinternet.com>. 

Saturday 24
th

 July 2010 
 At 11.a.m. at the Ulster Special 

Constabulary obelisk, the Ulster Special 

Constabulary Association will hold their annual 

Service of Remembrance.  This will be the 4th 

anniversary of the dedication of their obelisk.  For 

further information contact Richard Scott by 

telephone on 028 9044 9937 or by email at 

<usc_1920@yahoo.co.uk>. 

Sunday 25
th

 July 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. the British South Africa 

Police will unveil and dedicate their memorial.  

The service will include laying up their roll of 

honour.  For further information contact Peter 

mailto:a.millership8176@btinternet.com
mailto:headoffice@ajex.org.uk
mailto:rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk
mailto:kevinpaton@crown-lane.co.uk
mailto:murraygeoff@hotmail.com
mailto:johncoates42@hotmail.com
mailto:ArtyCen-RHQRA-RAA-MemSec@mod.uk
mailto:fponikowski@soldierscharity.org
mailto:dianaw5hx@talktalk.net
mailto:hmsneptune41@aol.com
mailto:aedissel@btinternet.com
mailto:usc_1920@yahoo.co.uk
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Phillips (Chairman, BSAP Association) on 01442 

244919 or 07733 358692 or email 

<peterbp@lineone.net>. 

Sunday 25
th

 July 2010 
 At 10.00 a.m. in the Pavilion Marquee and 

at The Beat the Care of Police Survivors (COPS) 

will hold their annual service of Remembrance.  

For further information Abbie Clark (Office & 

Events Coordinator) on 0844 893 2055 or 

email <admin@ukcops.org>. 

Monday 26
th

 July 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. the HMS Belfast Association 

will hold a Korean War Remembrance Service in 

the Millennium Chapel followed by wreath laying 

at the Armed Forces Memorial.  For further 

information contact Cliff Le Quelenec 

(Membership Secretary) on 01923 776330 or by 

email at <caleq2@tiscali.co.uk>. 

Tuesday 27
th

 July 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. in the Pavilion Marquee 

and BKVA Garden (admission to ticket holders 

only)  for the concert, or at 12.00 p.m. for the 

service of thanksgiving, commemoration and 

Remembrance, the British Korean Veterans 

Association will hold a Commemoration Day for 

the 57th anniversary of the Armistice at the 

conclusion of hostilities in Korea.  For further 

information contact Frank Ellison (Event 

Organiser) on 01457 763699 or 

email <frank.ellison@btinternet.com>. 

Sunday 15
th

 August 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. in the Millennium 

Chapel and onsite at the Malayan Volunteers 

Group Garden, the Malayan Volunteers Group 

will hold a service of commemoration for VJ Day.  

Mrs Rosemary Fell (MVG Secretary) on 01297 

33045 or email <dinraf-millbrook@tiscali.co.uk>. 

Saturday 11
th

 September 2010 
 At 12.00 noon the 1

st
 Anniversary of the 

annual service of commemoration at the Polish 

Armed Forces Memorial will be celebrated at the 

Polish Armed Forces Memorial.  For further 

information contact Chez Maryszczak on 020 

8741 1911 or by email. At <spkwb@virgin.net>. 

Saturday 11
th

 September 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. at the Greek Plot if weather 

fine, or if wet at 12.30pm in the Chapel, the 

Brotherhood of Veterans of the Greek Campaign 

will hold their annual Service of Commemoration.  

For further information contact Mrs Janet Buttery 

(Secretary) on 01279 657166 or email 

<graham.buttery@btinternet.com>. 

Saturday 11
th

 September 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. in the  Millennium Chapel 

and at the Ulster Ash Grove the Northern Ireland 

Veterans' Association will hold their annual 

service of Remembrance.  For further information 

contact David Langston on 07980 343759 or 

email <davidlangston@theshed595.orangehome.c

o.uk>. 

Thursday 16
th

 September 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. in the Millennium Chapel 

and later onsite the Ambulance Service 

Benevolent Fund will hold its bi-annual service to 

honour all ambulance personnel and especially 

those who have died in Service.   

 For further information contact Simon 

Fermor, National Secretary, by telephone on 

01323 721150, or by e-mail at 

<asbf.enquiries@hotmail.co.uk>. 

Thursday 30
th

 September 2010 
 At 2.30 p.m. the Royal Anglian Regiment 

will hold a dedication of the memorial to the 

Royal Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire 

Regiments.  For further information contact 

Lieutenant Colonel Tony Slater on 01603 400290 

or by email at <ahqbse@rhqroyalanglian.org.uk>. 

Saturday 2
nd

 October 2010 
 Ride to the Wall for 2010 organised by the 

Harley-Davidson Riders Club Great Britain 

(HDRCGB) will take place on Saturday 2
nd

 

October 2010 and is open to riders of all makes 

and models of motorcycles.   

 Participants are asked to pay a registration 

fee and all money raised after necessary expenses 

have been covered will be donated to the National 

Memorial Arboretum.  Everyone who registers 

will receive a commemorative 2010 year bar.   

 Drayton Manor Theme Park, near 

Tamworth will once again be the assembly point 

for the 11 o'clock start of the official ride to the 

Armed Forces Memorial at the National Memorial 

Arboretum in Alrewas Staffordshire.  

 Registration will open on 1
st
 March 2010 

and can be done by post with a cheque / postal 

order to HDRCGB, PO Box 62, Newton Abbot, 

Devon, TQ12 2QE, or by telephone to their 24 

hour answer phone 01179 600779. 

Sunday 24
th

 October 2010 
 The Vulcan Crew Chiefs Register has 

received a Big Lottery Fund grant and is installing 

a bench in the RAF section.  At 11.00 a.m. MRAF 

Lord Craig of Radley, their President and Patron 

will unveil the memorial bench at a dedication 

mailto:peterbp@lineone.net
mailto:admin@ukcops.org
mailto:caleq2@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:frank.ellison@btinternet.com
mailto:dinraf-millbrook@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:email.%20At%20%3cspkwb@virgin.net
mailto:graham.buttery@btinternet.com
mailto:davidlangston@theshed595.orangehome.co.uk
mailto:davidlangston@theshed595.orangehome.co.uk
mailto:asbf.enquiries@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ahqbse@rhqroyalanglian.org.uk
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service.  There will also be a wreath laying 

ceremony.   For further information Tony Regan 

on 01297 20280 or email <Turbo542@aol.com>. 

Thursday 11
th

 November 2010 
 At 10.30 a.m. the annual Armistice Day 

Service of Remembrance will be held on the 

Armed Forces Memorial.   There will be a limited 

number of tickets available for this service and 

application details will be publicised from 1 

September. 

RAF Regiment Books 
 I am often asked for information about 

books about the RAF Regiment.  The following 

list is of the books that I know of that I am 

regularly adding to.  If anyone knows of any other 

books about the RAF Regiment, please let me 

know.   All the books are listed by their date of 

publication.   

Books about the RAF Regiment 
"Khaki and Blue" the early ground defence of 

the RAF in WW2 by Colonel Ronald Sherbrooke-

Walker TD DL.  Published in 1952 by The Saint 

Catherine Press Ltd.  Now out of print.  No ISBN. 

“A Brief History of the RAF Regiment 1942-

1960” by Air Vice Marshall J. H. Harris, C.B., 

CBE.  Published in 1960.  Now out of print.  No 

ISBN. 

“A Short History of the RAF Regiment” from 

1942 to 1970 with a brief account of the approach 

to the problems of airfield defence in the RAF 

from 1918 to 1942 by Kingsley M Oliver.  Printed 

by Thanet Printing Works in 1969.  No ISBN 

Number and now out of print. 

“The Royal Air Force Regiment – A Short 

History”.  A 40
th

 Anniversary edition.  An 

updated short history of the RAF Regiment from 

1942 to 1982 with a brief account of the approach 

to the problems of airfield defence in the Royal air 

Force from 1918 until the formation of its own 

defence Corps in 1942.  By Group Captain 

Kingsley Oliver and Wing Commander Keith 

Batt.  Published in 1982 by Adlard and Son Ltd, 

Bartholomew Press, Dorking, Surrey.  No ISBN 

Number and now out of print. 

“No Tigers in our Jungle” about life in the RAF 

Regiment in South-East Asia Command 1943/45.  

By ex-Flight Lieutenant Harry Homer. Service 

number 127613.  Published in 1982 ISBN 84 398 

8656 X. 

“The Edges of War” An RAF Regiment Story by 

Tim Hillyar.  About 2804 Armoured Car 

Squadron, from landing in France at the end of 

June 1944, through the fighting in Europe to the 

British Victory Parade in Berlin on 21
st
 July 1945.  

Privately published in 1992 by Tim Hillyar.   

 In 1996, he lived at 36, Trefor Jones 

Court, Brookfield Avenue, Dover, Kent, CT16 

2QP.  

“The Blue and Khaki Hunters” Privately 

published in a Limited Edition of 500 copies in 

1993 by D F Sampson through Newton 

Publishers.  ISBN 1-872308-34-1.  Can be 

obtained directly from Mr D F Sampson, 17 

Shelley Close, Highcliffe on Sea, Christchurch, 

Dorset, BH23 4HW.  Telephone number 01425 

279206. 

"Below the Bottom Rung" the RAF Regiment in 

Palestine by Edward Grocott.  Published in 1996 

by J and K H Publishing.  ISBN 1 900511 57 6. 

"Through Adversity" the History of the RAF 

Regiment 1942 - 1992 by Kingsley M Oliver.  

Published in 1997 by Forces and Corporate 

Publishing Ltd.  ISBN 0 9529597 0 4. 

"In Adversity" Exploits of Gallantry and Awards 

to the RAF Regiment and its Associated Forces 

1921 - 12995  by Nicholas G Tucker.  Published 

in 1997 by Jade Publishing Limited.  ISBN 1-

900734-08-7. 

With British Snipers to the Reich” by Captain 

Clifford Shore, first published in 1997 by 

Greenhill Books, London and Stackpole Books, 

Pennsylvania, USA.  ISBN 1-85367-292-0.  As a 

Flying Officer with 2834 AA Squadron, RAF 

Regiment, after landing in Normandy on 7
th

 June, 

Clifford Shore served through France and 

Germany during World War Two.  

"The RAF Regiment" History, Colours, 

uniforms and Equipment of the RAF Regiment.  

Edited by Stuart Asquith.  Published in 2000 by 

Nexus Special Interests Ltd.  Book Number 

001772.  Foreword by Air Commodore R C 

Moore, MBE, RAF, Commandant General, RAF 

Regiment.  But now out of print. 

"The RAF Regiment at War" 1942 - 1946 by 

Kingsley M Oliver.  Published in 2002 by Pen and 

Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 0-85052-852-6. 

"On the Road to Mandalay" featuring the life of 

the author Randle Manwaring focussing 

particularly on his time with the RAF Regiment in 

the Burma Campaign.  Published in 2006 by Pen 

and Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 1844154971.  

"Constant Vigilance" the RAF Regiment in the 

Burma Campaign by Nigel W M Warwick.  

Published in 2007 by Pen and Sword Books 

Limited.  ISBN: 9781844155002. 

mailto:Turbo542@aol.com
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“Gunner’s Tales, Warts and All” by Ron 

Taylor.  This is a collection of stories, myths and 

legends from the RAF Regiment.  A cartoon book 

similar to the Giles cartoon books only all 

Regiment cartoons.  A Limited Edition book 

privately published in 2009 at £10.00.  Copies can 

be obtained from Mr. R Taylor, 710A Hern Road, 

Pondersbridge, Ramsay St Mary‟s, PE26 2TL.  

Ron can also be contacted on 01733 844817. 

Books containing references to the RAF 

Regiment 
“The Lost Lady” all about the American Bomber 

"Lady Be Good".  No publication date available.  

By Mario Martinez.  Published by Leo Cooper at 

£19.95.  Mentions 2926 Squadron RAF Regiment. 

“Flugplatz Gutersloh”.  A Short History 1937/87 

with references to the RAF Regiment.  Published 

in 1987.  By Gerry Lewis.  Published 1987. 

“The Battle of the Airfields 1st January 1945” 
by Norman L Franks.  About “Operation 

Bodenplatte”  when the Germans attempted to 

destroy the advanced Allied Airfields.  First 

published in 1982.  ISBN 1 898697 15 9.  

Republished by Grub Street in 1994 in an updated 

version. 

“Britain's Modern Royal Air Force” which 

contains a complete chapter on the RAF 

Regiment.  Published in 1994.  By Peter F Guiver.  

ISBN 1 85260 4328. 

“The Autobiography” by Brian Clough.  

Mentions his service at RAF Watchet.  Published 

in 1995.  ISBN 1 85225 198 0. 

  “The Royal Air Force” an Illustrated History 

by Michael Armitage.  Published by 

Brockhampton Press in 1995.  ISBN 1 86019 

8511.  Contains several references to the RAF 

Regiment. 

“Esprit de Corps” by Walter Archibald Elliott.  

A Scots Guards Officer on Active Service 1943 - 

1945.  Published in 1997.  In Chapter 7 it‟s about 

the Transfer of RAF Regiment Personnel to the 

Scots Guards.  ISBN 085955 220 9. 

“Sunset in the East” by John Hudson published 

by Leo Cooper in 2002.  ISBN 0 85052 846 1.  It 

briefly mentions The RAF Regiment on page 43.  

Its main interest is the fact that to maintain order 

and to control the nationalist in Java, the author 

employed captured Japanese army personnel.  It 

also gives a lot of detail about the war in Burma. 

“Joint Force Harrier” by Commander Adrian 

Orchard, with James Barrington.  The true story 

of a Royal Navy Fighter squadron at war.  

Published in 2008 by Penguin Books and Micael 

Joseph.  ISBN 9780718153991. 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT 

SECRETARY 
DEATH NOTICES: 

 CLEMENTS TOM.  Former WWII RAF 

Regt gnr Thomas (Tom) Clements has died.  No 

further details are currently available; however, 

we are advised that the funeral took place at 12.45 

on Fri 28 May 10 in the Roman Catholic Church 

in the centre of Caerphilly. 

 MEAD NEVILLE.  Former RAF Regt 

Cpl and British Heavyweight Champion Neville 

Mead died on 13 Mar 10.  He will best be 

remembered for his boxing prowess both in and 

out of the Service.  He won five titles while 

serving, including the Commonwealth Games 

Heavyweight Championship Gold Medal in 

Australia in 1974.   

 On leaving the Service, he turned 

professional and settled in Wales where he 

secured the Welsh Boxing Title and later the 

British Heavyweight Championship.  Boxing was 

not his only skill; he was also an accomplished 

golfer, rugby player and athlete, being particularly 

strong at 100 metres, javelin and the shot-putt.  

 On retirement from the ring in 1983, he 

worked with the Swansea Local authority and 

encouraged youngsters to participate in sport.  

The funeral was held in Swansea on 31 Mar 10, to 

which many RAF Regt friends and colleagues 

attended. No further details available at present. 

 MOYSE GEORGE.  Former RAF 

Armoured Car Company FS George E Moyse, 

born 8 Apr 11, died on 10 Apr 10 aged 99 years.  

He enlisted in the RAF in 1938 and fought in 

WWII with 1 ACC in the Middle East.  He 

achieved international fame last year by become 

the oldest person in the UK - at the age of 98 - to 

parachute out of an aircraft.  The funeral was held 

on 22 Apr 10.   

 He is survived by his grandson, Edward 

Brewer, of Quince Cottage, 22 Tilmore Gardens, 

Petersfield, GU32 2JQ, to whom the Corps 

extends its sincere condolences. 

 

 

http://www.alibris.co.uk/search/books/author/Elliott%2C%20Walter%20Archibald
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GENERAL NOTICES: 

RAF REGIMENT OFFICER TO BE NEXT 

COMMANDER BRITISH FORCES CYPRUS 

AND ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 

SOVEREIGN BASE AREA. 

 In what is undoubtedly a 'first' for the 

Corps, it has been announced that Air Vice 

Marshal Graham Stacey, RAF Regt, currently the 

Senior British Military Advisor to the 

Commander US Central Command in Tampa, 

Florida, is to become Commander British Forces 

Cyprus and Administrator of the Sovereign Base 

Area with effect from 4 November 2010.  The 

Corps extends its sincere congratulations to Air 

Vice Marshal Stacey. 

RAF REGT ANNUAL MEMORIAL 

COMMEMORATION - 26 JUN 10 

 The Annual RAF Regt Memorial 

Commemoration will take place at the National 

Memorial Arboretum (NMA) at Alrewas in 

Staffordshire, on Sat 26 Jun 10.  This is an annual 

Corps event which is, by design, held on the 

Armed Forces Day (AFD) weekend, mainly to 

capitalise on the NMA infrastructure in place for 

the weekend, and the vastly increased numbers of 

visitors that it attracts - some 10,000 per day 

including members of the Royal Family.  Thus, 

there is considerable Recruiting and Engagement 

potential.  

 The RAF Regt Memorial Commemoration 

starts with the Daily Act of Remembrance in the 

NMA's Millennium Chapel at 1100, a dedicated 

Corps Service at around 1120, and is then 

followed by a short Service of Commemoration at 

the RAF Regt's Memorial Garden.  A contingent 

of some 30 Trainee Gnrs will participate in a route 

lining from the Chapel to the Memorial Garden, 

and in the Commemoration Service.  They will 

then mingled with the attendees and help bridge 

the gap between the Serving and retired elements 

of the Corps.   

 The CG RAF Regt and Stn Cdr RAF 

Honington will attend, and The Queen's Colour 

for the RAF Regt will be paraded, along with the 

National and Branch Standards of the RAF Regt 

Assoc, and the Standard of the Assoc of RAF 

Regt WOs and SNCOs.  Wreaths will be laid on 

behalf of the Corps, the RAF Regt Assoc, and the 

Assoc of RAF Regt WOs & SNCOs.  

 For the first time, this year will see an 

Elizabeth Cross also being presented to the family 

of the late SAC Ian Shinner, who was one of three 

RAF Regt gnrs killed by an IRA Active Service 

Unit in Roermond in 1988.   

RAF REGT SENIOR OFFICERS' 

CONFERENCE 2010 

 The annual RAF Regt Snr Offrs 

Conference will be held at the Def CBRN Centre, 

Winterbourne Gunner, over the period 7-8 Jul 10.  

The POC for all arrangements at HQ 2 Gp is Sqn 

Ldr Tony Millsom (GPTN 95221-6675).  Details 

will be issued in due course but those serving snr 

Regt offrs outside of the normal FE chain and/or 

in exotic places may wish to register an interest in 

attending. 

CORPS DIARY DATES:  

26 Jun RAF Regt Annual Memorial Comm NMA  

26 Jun National Armed Forces Day  

11 Jul Suffolk Branch - RAF Memorial Day 

 11 Jul Annual Service at the Tower of London 

18 Jul RAuxAF Colour & Standard Parade (RAF  

Marham) 

24 Jul Assoc NEC meeting ( RAF Scampton) 

14-15 Aug RAF Living History Event - RAF Regt 

at Belton Park (Grantham) 

1-4 Oct Assoc AGM and Annual Reunion  

29 Oct RAF Regt Officers' Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner (RAF Club, London) 

11 Nov Garden of Remembrance - Westminster 

Abbey 

14 Nov Remembrance Sunday - Cenotaph, 

London, and nationwide 

15 Dec Centurion 30 Article copy deadline 

RAF Regt Golf Society 2010 Calendar  

6 and 7 Jul Regt GS Championships Mentmore 

GC. 

29 Jul RAF Regt GS v Royal Marines - China 

Fleet GC. 

8 Sep RAF Regt GS v Royal Signals - Thetford 

GC. 
 

******************** 

And by e-mail from Birmingham 

Branch member Colin Smith of 

Warwick. 
 Before you read to the end, do you know 

what the main ingredient of 

WD-40 is?  And do you know what the WD in 

WD-40 stands for? 

Well I Never 
 I had a neighbour who had bought a new 

van.  I got up very early one Sunday morning and 

saw that some vandal had spray painted red all 

around the sides of this white van, I went over and 

told him the bad news.   He was very upset and 
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was trying to work out what to do, probably 

nothing until Monday morning, since nothing was 

open.  Another neighbour came out and told him 

to get some WD-40 and clean it off.  It removed 

the unwanted paint beautifully and did not harm 

the paint that was on the van.  I'm impressed!  

WD-40 - how did someone work out it would do 

that? 

 „Water Displacement No.40'.  The product 

began from a search for rust preventative solvent 

and degreaser to protect missile parts.  WD-40 

was created in 1953 by three technicians at the 

San Diego Rocket Chemical Company.  Its name 

comes from the project that was to find a 'water 

displacement' compound.  They were successful 

with the fortieth formulation, thus WD-40.  The 

Convair Company bought it in bulk to protect 

their atlas missile parts. 

 Ken East (one of the original founders) 

says there is nothing in WD-40 that would hurt 

you.  It's the first thing that has ever cleaned that 

spotty shower screen.  If yours is plastic, it works 

just as well as on glass.  It's a miracle!  Then try it 

on your cooker top .... Kazamm!  It's 

now shinier than it's ever been.  You'll be amazed.  

Here are some other uses: 

 1. Protects silver from tarnishing. 

 2. Removes road tar and grime from cars. 

 3. Cleans and lubricates guitar 20 strings. 

 4. Gives floors that 'just-waxed' sheen 

       without making them slippery. 

 5. Keeps flies off cows. 

 6. Restores and cleans blackboards. 

 7. Removes lipstick stains. 

 8. Loosens stubborn zips. 

 9. Untangles jewelry chains. 

 10. Removes stains from stainless steel 

        inks. 

 11. Removes dirt and grime from the 

        barbecue grill. 

 12. Keeps ceramic/terra cotta garden pots 

        from oxidizing. 

 13. Removes tomato stains from clothing. 

 14. Keeps glass shower screens free of  

       water spots. 

 15. Camouflages scratches in ceramic and 

        marble floors. 

 16. Keeps scissors working smoothly. 

 17. Lubricates noisy door hinges on        

       vehicles and doors in homes. 

 18. It removes black scuff marks from the 

       kitchen floor!  Use WD-40 for those 

       nasty tar and scuff marks on flooring.  

       It doesn't seem to harm the  

          finish and you won't have to scrub 

       nearly as hard to get them off.  Just 

          remember to open some windows if 

       you have a lot of marks. 

 19. Dead insects will eat away the finish 

        on your car if not removed quickly!  

        Use WD-40! 

 20. Gives a children's playground gym 

         slide a 20 shine for a super fast  slide. 

 21. WD-40 is great for removing crayon f

        from walls.  Spray on the mark and 

        wipe with a clean rag. 

 22. Also, if you've discovered that your 

        teenage daughter has washed and 

           dried a tube of lipstick with a load of 

        laundry, saturate the lipstick spots 

       with WD-40 and rewash.  Presto! The 

        lipstick is gone! 

 23. Lubricates tracks in sticking home 

        windows and makes them easier to 

        open. 

 24. Spraying an umbrella stem makes it 

        easier to open and close. 

 25. Restores and cleans padded leather 

        dashboards in vehicles, as well as 

        vinyl bumpers. 

 26. Restores and cleans roof racks on 

         vehicles. 

 27. Lubricates and stops squeaks in    

       electric fans. 

 28. Lubricates wheel sprockets on       

       tricycles,        wagons, and bicycles 

       for easy handling. 

 29. Lubricates fan belts on washers and 

       dryers and keeps them running       

       smoothly. 

 30. Keeps rust from forming on saws and 

       saw blades, and other tools. 

 31. Removes splattered grease on stove. 

 32. Keeps bathroom mirror from fogging. 

 33. Lubricates prosthetic limbs. 

 34. Keeps pigeons off the balcony (they 

        hate the smell). 

 35. Removes all traces of duct tape. 

 36. Folks even spray it on their arms, 

       hands, and knees to relieve arthritis 

       pain. 

 37. WD-40 attracts fish.  Spray a little on 

       live bait or lures and you will be       

      catching the big one in no time.  Also,  

      it's a lot cheaper than the chemical 

      attractants that are made for just that 
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      purpose.  Keep in mind though, using 

      some chemical laced baits or lures for 

         fishing are not allowed in some  

      countries. . 

 38. Use it for gnat bites.  It takes the sting 

       away immediately and stops the itch.  

      And for some reason - spray it on your 

      arthritic knee joints etc and it will ease  

      them. 
 

P. S. The basic ingredient is FISH OIL. 
 

 Well that‟s all for now, keep smiling if 

you can and stay happy.   

  Malcolm   
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Wednesday 16
th

 June   2010 22
nd

 Ann of Branch 

Saturday 26
th

 June   2010 Reg.t Comm NMA 

Sunday 26
th

 June    2010 National AF Day 

Sunday 27
th

 June    2010 Nat Service Day NMA 

Thursday 8
th

 July    2010 Branch Night 

Sunday 11
th

 July    2010 Tower of London  

Saturday 24
th

 July    2010 Ass NEC Meeting 

Thursday 12
th

 August    2010 Branch Night 

Thursday 9
th

 Sept   2010 Branch Night 

 

Sunday 3
rd

 October    2010 Merchant Navy Day 

Fri 1
st
-Mon 4

th
 October 2010 Ass AGM and Reunion 

Thursday 14
th

 October  2010 Branch Night 

Thursday 21
st
 October  2010 Battle of Trafalgar 

Sunday 7
th

 November   2010 Midlands Festival of Rem 

Thursday 11
th

 Nov   2010 Remembrance Day 

Thursday 11
th

 November   10 Westminster Abbey 

Thursday 11
th

 Nov    2010 Branch Night 

Saturday 13
th

 Nov    2010 B’ham Poppy Ball 

Sunday 14
th

 November  2010 Remembrance Sunday 

Sat 27
th

-Sun 28
th

 Nov     2010 B’ham Int Tattoo 

Tuesday 30
th

 November 2010 St Andrew’s Day 

Thursday 9
th

 December  2010 Branch Night 

Thursday 13
th

 January    2011 Branch Night 

Thursday 10
th

 February  2011 Branch AGM Night 
 

THURSDAY 10
th

 FEBRUARY – MY RETIREMENT 

DATES FOR 

YOUR 

DIARIES

MAKE

A

DATE
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