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President’s Report 

.   As the days are finally lengthening it is with 
pleasure that we are once again looking forward 
to another year in the Chapter’s History. Your 
Executive is working on dates for our Annual 
Spring “Get Together”, James Dennison 4

th
 

Annual Car Rally and a future meeting place for 
this year’s Annual General Meeting. 

   However I must first offer everyone an 
apology. Last year I suggested to the Executive 
that it might be better changing the dates we 
publish “Chapter Chatter” to a January, April, 
July, October set up. This was an effort to 
facilitate those who prefer to go south to warmer 
climates an opportunity to send or receive their 
copies before setting off. 

   Unfortunately this year despite all my efforts to 
maintain an unbroken record of publishing on 
the due date, this edition might be late, since our 
hotel decided (after numerous complaints) to 
completely re wire the Wi-Fi system. The result 
was that I was unable to maintain any 
reasonable degree of searching of Regimental 
information or of accessing the various 
networks. Thus my apologies if this copy is short 
on detail! 

   I must thank Frank Mills for ‘standing in‘ so 
ably for me, and reporting on happenings that he 
thought I should be aware of!  

 I had a short conversation with our Treasurer 
David Jeffrey and he informs me that to date 
only about fifty percent of our current 
membership have remitted this years’ dues. If 
you have somehow misplaced your membership 
invoice would you please take a moment to let 
David have your cheque. We have to send off 
our portion to the U.K. by April. 

   On a more interesting note, you may 
remember that we tried to initiate a programme 
to assist anyone in the U.K. wishing to come to 
Canada to seek employment. I recently had an 
enquiry and have offered any support that the 
Chapter could offer, but it is now up to Canada 
House to approve the family’s application.                       

 

  

 On a very sad note came the notification of the 
passing of our National Chairman Jeff 
Stevenson on February 20

th
. Jeff had been in 

hospital since just before Christmas and his 
passing was an unexpected shock to all 
members of the RAF Regiment Association. On 
behalf of our Chapter I asked our National 
Secretary, Francis Xavier, to convey to Mrs 
Stevenson and family our sincere condolences.  

   The notice of the retirement of our National 
Standard Bearer John Smart after many years of 
dedicated service to the Association came as a 
surprise. John and his delightful wife Eileen 
have been wonderful acquaintances and friends 
since the first parading of our Standard on 
Warrior’s Day 2006. 

 

  Iain, Reverend Melanie Reed and John Smart 

   I will always be indebted to John for his 
guidance to a very nervous Canadian Standard 
bearer who was given the honour to follow our  
National Standard with the Canadian Chapter 
Standard to the altar of our Chapel in Catterick.  

   John’s instruction and expertise gave me 
much encouragement. That was the measure of 
John, quiet, dignified, an exemplary Gunner and 
mentor, to whom I shall always be grateful.   Our 
congratulations to the four volunteer (all ex QCS 
members), who are to follow in John’s shoes, as 
our new National Standard Bearers. 

                                                  Iain C. Purves                                                                               

***Please Note I somehow lost the page No’s 

    

      
The Newsletter of the Canadian Chapter of  

The Association of the Royal Air Force Regiment 

  #3 - July 2003 
 

    
 

 

CHAPTER CHATTER 
 

The Newsletter of the Canadian Chapter of  

   The Royal Air Force Regiment Association 
 

Number 46 April 2014 



                                                                                                                                                 

Chapter Chatter                                                                                    Newsletter of the Canadian Chapter of the Royal 
Air Force Regiment Association 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

   To date, I have received dues from 29 
members and associates. I hope to receive the 
remainder during the coming week at which time 
I will mail out all of the remaining membership 
cards. Our general account is now looking 
healthier and the long term prognosis is that we 
should be able to maintain the current dues 
structure for this year. Of course we cannot 
change it unless the outlook changes regarding 
our operating costs (e.g., Canada Post has 
already increased the cost of mailings), plus 
print ink and paper prices are creeping up. We 
hope of course that the portion of dues we have 
to send to the U.K. will not increase but, In any 
event, we would have to vote on any changes to 
dues at the next AGM which would not take 
effect until Jan. 2015.  I would mention here that 
several members included an extra amount 
when returning their dues cheque and noted, 
“for postage” or “extra for office expenses” on 
the form. We are most grateful for that 
thoughtfulness and believe those donations to 
be proof that the spirit of comradeship is still 
among us more than half a century from when 
we served. 
 
   On another note, it appears from a quick note 
from President Iain, that I should start planning 
for our next annual “Jim Dennison” car rally here 
in Southern Ontario, (I’ve just looked out to a 
cold and bleak minus 7 degrees night!) and that 
leads me to again beg or plead for some of our 
“Western” members to organise a get together, 
dinner, euchre tournament or any activity where 
one might  have a good old chin-wag or at the 
very least, raise a glass (or two), then send us 
some pictures!! The Canadian Chapter is NOT 
an Ontario show, so come on guys, send us 
your event story.  
    Talking about stories, how many of you have 
managed to download the BBC series “Get 
Some In!”? It’s typical British comedy concerning 
a bunch of lads conscripted into the RAF, circa 
1955. Apart from a couple of minor glitches in 
uniforms, the main characters seem to be pretty 
close to those types we met when we first joined 
up. Of course, the great Danny G. would have 
gone ballistic had he seen the Corporal in one of 
the first episodes wearing his web belt upside 
down! If you see any other things “wrong” when 
viewing the series, send a note to Iain, he would 
love to hear from you and include your 
observations in the next Chapter Chatter. 
                                                       David Jeffrey 

 

Membership Report 

        As of yet I am awaiting the report from our 
Treasurer as to the state of our members who 
have renewed their memberships. As soon as 
the details are available I will make out the 
(hopefully) unchanged lists and mail the pages 
out to you all. From David’s report it would seem 
that we are only 7 members short of sending in 
their   returns, well done all!  

                                          Marion Purves     

Secretary’s Report 

    It seems that by escaping the winter’s wrath 
your Secretary didn’t escape the dreaded hotel 
problems it seems we both encountered this 
year. Roy had unfortunately lost all his computer 
information to the point that he had to purchase 
a new one. Until I can reach him with our copy of 
Office disc I can only pass on a couple of his 
latest remembered RAF jokes or experiences. 

   “When I was stationed in Bahrain (1962-1963) 
we were required to do armed guard duty on the 
airfield. We were issued with 303 Enfield rifles 
and 25 rounds of ammunition. The Parachute 
Regiment were also stationed at RAF Muhrraq 
and they guarded the bomb dump and the main 
gate, armed with SLR’s! I was standing guard 
one evening with my trusty 303 when the Para’s 
drove by on a 3’tonner.’  They looked down at 
me and then burst into a version of the popular 
song “Davy, Davy Crockett, King of the Wild 
Frontier…. A reference I took to mean my 
obsolete weapon! Looking back on it now I 
guess it was quite funny.   

   On another occasion stationed this time at HQ 
AFNORTH, Norway, a Corporal in the Royal 
Corps of Signals was arrested for speeding on 
the base. When he was brought up on the 
charge the officer asked him what gear he was 
in when he was stopped. “Combat Gear, Sir” 
was his reply.  Hopefully Roy will be back on line 
and in control of the Association’s secretarial  
duties before our next issue!  

                                                                 ICP/RG                                      

Ceremonial and Kit   

 Anyone wishing to obtain RAF Regiment kit 
(Blazer badges, Beret RAF Cap badges etc.) 
can go directly through the RAF Regiment Depot 
Shop, at www.iss-rafcrl.co.uk/honington this is 
the Spar Shop (formerly the ‘NAAFI’) at the RAF 
Regiment Depot 

 

http://www.iss-rafcrl.co.uk/honington
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The shop is open; 

 Monday – Friday 0730 to 22.00 hours 

 Saturday – Sunday 1200 to 22.00 hours 

Both times of course GMT. 

If you do not wish to use the Shop service, you 
can find on line many services offering RAF 
Regiment Sales items.  

  Regarding last year’s Warrior’s Day Parade, 
we have still not received an apology from the 
Parade Committee over their mistakes in how 
they announced our Chapter. We shall have to 
wait and see whether we shall participate in this 
year’s parade!  

                                                      Frank Mills 

Sick and Welfare 

   Unfortunately I have to report that our Sick and 
Welfare Chairman is once again laid up this time 
with a bout of gastric flu. Hopefully the 
antibiotics prescribed for Brian will do their work 
and he will be able to join us once more at our 
monthly sojourn to the Wing. 

David Jeffrey is happily back in the fold after a 
recurrence of his previous health problems. 
However after a rather strenuous Stress Test, 
which he incidently aced, David is now feeling a 
lot better and we are looking forward to his usual 
cheerful self. 

   In his Christmas Greeting, Peter Furby noted 
he was trying to keep fit at 77 years of age. He 
gave up on the Cortisone shots, supposed to 
help his neck and back, in favour of ”Chi 
walking”. He lost 16 pounds of weight, improved 
his back, and reports that he has logged a total 
of 410 miles. Well done Pete! 

                                                           ICP/BP 

   RAF Leuchars 

   We are indebted to our friend Jack Baird of 
Scottish Branch for this fine report on the last air 
show and the closing of Royal Air Force Station 
Leuchars. As a young Gunner I well remember 
the cold foggy exercises spent there on 
exercises out on the edge of the Firth of Tay. 
 
   “The 7

th
 of September 2013 saw the 65

th
 Air 

Show at RAF Leuchars in Fife and sadly it was 
also the finale one.  The base next year is being 
taken over by the Army with units from the Royal 
Scots Dragoon Guards, the Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers and the Royal Military 
Police  being stationed there. It is hoped that the 
Royal Air Force can keep a presence and use 

the airfield as a diversionary one for emergency 
purposes.  There will also be numbers 612 
Squadron Royal Auxiliary Air Force, No.12 Air 
Experience Flight and East of Scotland 
University Air Squadron.   
              
   The Show program started on time with the 
Royal Air Force Falcons Parachute Display 
Team doing their freefalls and landings in a 
simulated attack.           
   There were numerous displays of exacting 
precision formation flying by various teams.  
One came from as far away as Austria with their 
Eurofighter Typhoons putting on a brilliant 
display aerobatic flying.   
   The Battle of Britain aspect was remembered 
with the flypast of a Spitfire and a Hurricane 
followed by the Bomber Command workhorse 
the Lancaster. 
   There were a number of aircraft in the static 
displays.  These included such “oldies” as the 
Catalina, Vulcan and the Hunter, all of which 
gave a flypast during the afternoon. 
 
   Our local aviation flying training company had 
most of their eighteen training aircraft of various 
single and twin engine aircraft on display.  
 
   The Station Commander, also the Air Officer 
Scotland. Air Commodore Gerry Mayhew was 
very visible mixing and chatting with visitors. 
   All in all it was an excellent day helped very 
much by the good weather and is an event 
which will be sadly missed by the local 
population, and visitors who travel from all over 
Scotland and England to attend.”  
 Happy Memories                               Jack Baird 
 
Update 
   Mention was made in Jack’s report of the 
Royal Air Force leaving RAF Leuchars as a 
base. However currently stationed at the airfield 
is Number 58 Squadron, RAF Regiment. In the 
latest Parish Notice received from RAF 
Honington comes the news that 6 RAF FP Wing 
and 58 Squadron RAF Regiment Homecoming 
Parade to mark their completion of Operation 
Herrick and their disestablishment  will be 
incorporated into the RAF Leuchars Freedom of 
St. Andrews Parade on Saturday May 10

th
 from 

10.00 to about 10.50 hours.  
   Following the mornings ceremonies, both units 
will take part in the disestablishment ceremony 
to be held at RAF Leuchars at 15.00 to 16.00 
hours. A Post Parade “Meet and Greet” with 
refreshments to be served will be held in the 
Junior Ranks Mess on the Station. 
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Lodgement of the 58 Squadron Standard 
 
   Upon the disestablishment of Number 58 
Squadron RAF Regiment expected mid 2014, 
the Squadron Standard will be lodged for the 
time being in the Rotunda of the RAF College 
Cranwell. The Standard will stay in place there 
until such time as the Squadron is re-
established, or the Standard is to be finally laid 
up. 
 
Trooping 
 
   In the last issue of “The Flash” mention was 
made of a fire on board the “Empire Windrush” 
on her way home from Korea and all ports via 
Suez. The fine article sparked my interest in the 
whole idea of trooping and it’s various forms. 
   While the list of the names of troopships runs 
alphabetically from A (Asturias) built in 1926, or 
finally to S (Somersetshire) their purpose was 
the same, the transporting of all branches of the 
Services to where they were required, anywhere 
in the world.. 
   Some like “Austurias” started their sea going 
life as Royal Mail Steamers, or some such as 
the “Empire” class were ships obtained as 
restitution from the result of war rewards.                      
Chatting with Willie Wood he recalled returning 
from Singapore aboard the “Empire Foley”, a 
repatriated German vessel originally named 
Potsdam” she sailed from 1935 to 1976. After 
being sold to Pakistan she ended her sailing 
days ferrying pilgrims en route to Mecca. A 
picture of her may be found at this site   
www.suezveteransassociation.org.uk.     
 

 
 Homeward HMT Orwell arrives in Southampton 
   I am sure we all have our memories of how we 
got to or from our postings. The last two 
specially ordered ships were the “Nevasa”, 
which sailed under the British India Steam 
Navigation colours. 

    
SS Nevasa after she reverted to passenger        
service as an educational cruise ship. 
    Her career as the first troopship built after 
WWII was short lived, ending her career in 1962, 
being sold for scrap in Taiwan. 
   A second troopship ordered from Fairfield’s 
Yard on the Clyde was the “SS Oxfordshire”and 
sailing under the flag of the Bibby Line. I was 
originally scheduled to be posted to Cyprus at 
the onset of the Suez crisis, but at the last 
moment my posting was changed and for the 
next eight weeks I was a passenger on board, 
en-route to Singapore via the Cape of Good 
Hope. 
 

         
Re-named and remodelled as “Fairstar she too 
became a school cruise ship operating out of 
Sydney, Australia for the Sitmar Line. 
   With the need for more rapid deployments and 
better utilization of our forces it fell to RAF 
Transport Command to undertake the 
transportation needs of the War Office. Service 
personnel soon were being transported by 
various aircraft, notably RAF “Hastings” 
“Britannia’s” ,and the ill- fated “Comet” (although 
thankfully no serving personnel were ever lost). 
   No mention of trooping however should ever 
forget the role played by the “QEII” in her 
conversion to a troopship during the Falkland’s 
War! Using her speed and size she was able to 
reach the Falklands before winter set in, thus 
allowing a fast and safe troop deployment. 
   I have only scratched the surface on the ships 
used as troop and family transports. More 
information on your favourite troopship may be 
found at www.rafchangi.com +troopships.  

http://www.rafchangi.com/
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Revered “Lancaster” to visit U.K. 
 

 
     The Canadian Lancaster on the tarmac. 
 
   The only Lancaster flying in Canada belonging 
to the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum 
headquartered here in Hamilton, Ontario is to 
undertake a memorable flight. 
   Squadron Leader David Rohrer who is the 
pilot of the Museum’s aircraft is quoted as 
saying, “This year a rare window of opportunity 
was identified to bring the last two flying 
Lancaster’s in the World together as a special 
salute to all the veterans of Bomber Command, 
many of whom are in their eighties or even 
older”  
 

 
    The RAF Battle of Britain Lancaster 
 
   The Canadian Lancaster will be flown from its 
base at Mount Hope via Labrador, Greenland, 
Iceland and on to join the RAF Lancaster in a 
memorable series of flights over Lincolnshire in 
company with Spitfires and Hurricanes. 
 
    On Saturday afternoon while a group of us 
were enjoying the Community Appreciation Day 
at 447 Wing RCAFA a very excited Keith Clifford 
came over to announce that he had been invited 
as part of the crew to join this memorable, once 

in a lifetime adventure. You can be sure that we 
will all be wishing the crew and the lucky few 
who will journey over to see the flight of these 
two wonderful aircraft a safe and memorable 
trip. 
   Incidentally Canada does have another 
Lancaster, although she will never fly, out in 
Nanton, Alberta. Every Canada Day she is 
pulled out from the museum there and her two 
(soon to be three) Rolls Royce ‘Merlin’ engines 
are run up, much to the delight of the many 
spectators. 
 
From the Mailbag 
   Over the past three months I have received 
many pieces of correspondence, and like our 
treasurer’s plea most are really of interest. A  
case in point is a note I received back from 
Derek Rolt out in Vancouver. I had asked Derek 
to try to check out a serviceman whom a friend 
here in Hamilton had been trying to find. While 
the search was unsuccessful the reply was what 
counted most. Derek wrote; 
“Spoke to George Masson this morning, and he 
originally hailed from Edinburgh, not Glasgow. 
He arrived from Scotland 60 years ago but he 
was never associated with the RAF Regiment. 
He didn’t have a Scots accent and he remarket I 
didn’t have a London accent either.” Derek  went 
on after I enquired about the quality of education  
at the University of British Columbia to say” 
being an evacuee from London to Peterborough, 
Hants” I never attained a high level of 
knowledge myself, left there  in 1943 to become 
an indentured apprentice in the jewellery trade 
at 55, Hatton Garden, Central London during the 
Buzz Bomb era. I did my National Service ’50 to 
’53 with the RAF Regiment, reaching the rank of 
Gunner Instructor at RAF Hednesford, 
Staffordshire.  
 
   I regret not signing on ‘full term’ as asked by 
the ‘Demob’ officer. In the Regiment they called 
me ‘The Young Soldier’, a high tribute from my 
fellow instructors. They put a sign up above my 
bed in the billet to that effect. Most of my 
mentors had re-mustered to the Corps after 
having served during wartime so their praise 
was held by me in high esteem. It’s funny how 
life goes Iain, my stepson recently got back safe 
and sound from a tour in Afghanistan. I said to 
him once ’Why did you go?’ He replied, 
’Because I had once told him that I was a 
Gunner Instructor during the Korean War and 
that I did not have to go.’ His reply was ’Dad 
everyone in the Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry is an Instructor!’  
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              Memories were made here! 
   In a follow up note Derek recounted another 
memory   
 
   ”Interesting that you come from Edinburgh 
reminds me of my best friend and Guardian 
Angel in my training days at the depot in 
Catterick. He came from the town of Ayr and we 
tipped a few in ‘Rabbie Burns Tavern’ in 
Edinburgh. His name was Dick Maule and we 
later emigrated to Canada. Yes we were a pair 
of Danny’s boys, can still see him practising with 
his pace stick under his arm, stamping and 
saluting in the reflection of the hanger windows 
near the Cinema. 
 
 (Funnily enough this remembrance of Danny ‘G’ 
crops up on almost every remembrance I have 
heard of him). 
   Derek went on with another tale of his time 
there at the Depot. 
 
 ”Dick and I were sent out to burn the trash in 
the tin and wooden shed out on the airfield. We 
couldn’t resist reading a selection of the love 
letters received by the lads from their girlfriends 
when suddenly the pile caught fire. The fire 
burned through the shed even though the fire 
truck arrived quite quickly. We had to pull the fire 
hose off the truck and douse the blaze 
ourselves. 
 Happy memories!.                            Derek Rolt 
 
 Never Before Seen 
 
    Late in WWII a plan was set that was to bring 
a swift end to the War in the Pacific. It was to 
drop an Atomic Bomb on a city in Japan. In an 
e-mail Roy Gourley sent over this photograph 
from a series, depicting the work being done 
with these weapons prior to their final 
destination. It was interesting to view the almost 
casual way that the technicians handled these 
bombs with no apparent thought to the contents. 
 

 

 
A “Fat Man” Atom Bomb being loaded into its 
protective casing.  
 
   One of two slightly different bombs, the other 
being named “Little Boy” their combined effect 
was to end hostilities, and ensure a lasting 
peace. 
 

 
    Another sign of peace captioned above. 
(N.B.The spelling of our Depot name leaves 
something to be desired!) 
 
Upcoming Events 
    

    
   Spring “Get Together at the Judge & Jester 
 
   Our “Spring Get Together has been booked for 
Saturday, 24

th
 May at the ‘Judge and Jester’ 

Main Street East, Grimsby. It is hoped that as 
many as can attend will gather for a cocktail at 
13.00 hours prior  to our  luncheon  which will be 
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served at 13.30 hours. The weather man is 
promising a late spring so hopefully this year we 
shall all be able to enjoy the blossoms that the 
Niagara Region is so famous for. Please advise 
Iain if you are planning to attend (Preferably by 
May 17

th
, so that we can advise the caterer of 

our numbers) 
 

Fourth Annual “Jim” Dennison Car Rally   

                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   It is hard to believe it is four years since Jim 
left us, however he is always in our memories. 
We will be honouring Jim’s memory with the 
Fourth Annual “Jim’ Dennison Car Rally to be 
held (tentatively) this year on the 12

th
 of July. 

     
   As always the route and final destination with 
clues as to how to get around the Niagara 
Peninsula wil be provided by our Treasurer 
David Jeffrey. Previous efforts have seen us 
picnicking beside the Niagara River right down 
at the water level, or like your Editor getting it all 
wrong and having to be rescued via the ‘Onstar’ 
unit in my car! 
 
U.K. Dates of Interest 
 
    May 17

th
. RAF Regiment Annual Chapel 

Commemoration Service for 2014 will be held in 
St. Anne’s Church, Catterick Village at 13.00 
hours. After the Church Service a reception is to 
be held at the Catterick Golf Club. 
 
June 28

th
. 2014 is Armed Forces Day and as 

always the Regiment will be in attendance at the  
Annual Corps Memorial Commemoration at 
NMA Alrewas. 
 
   Should you be over in the U.K, at or around, 
the above dates I will be more than glad to send 
you further details. I have attended the Corps 
services at Catterick and can attest to the 
fellowship and sense of belonging that each visit 
has instilled in me.  
 Per Ardua,                                Iain C. Purves 

        
                                                    

Iain Purves            (905) 690-0506 
President/Editor    iama387@netzero.net  
                              Box 1451, 
                              Waterdown, On. L0R 2H0     
 
 Roy Gourley          (289)-426-1536 
    Secretary                gourleyroy@gmail.com 

                                   88, Sandollar Drive, 
                                  Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0       
    
Dave Jeffrey      (905) 938-2316 
Treasurer                captjay@sympatico.ca  

                         1 Richelieu Drive, 
     St Catharines, ON.  L2M 2B5 
 

Frank Mills            (905)-679-1952 
Ceremonial             irishranger750@gmail.com  
& Kit                       98, Greentrail Drive’ 
                               Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0 
 
Brian Patten         (905)-388-8288 
Sick/Welfare          Unit 21, 
                              145, Rice Avenue, 
                               Hamilton, On. L9C 6R3 
            
Marion Purves       (905) 690-0506 
Membership           iama387@netzero.net                              
                               Box 1451, 
                               Waterdown. ON L0R2H0 
 
 Website                 http://ccrafa.ning.com  
 
You are encouraged to address issues and 
suggestions to any member of the Executive at 
any time. Our purpose is to serve your interests. 
 
                 Per Ardua- We Are Bonded      
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