
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    BIRMINGHAM BRANCH
Last Month�s Printing Mistake              Page 2 
Birmingham Branch Birthdays             Page 2 
Branch Subscriptions Are Now Overdue             Page 2 
 Newsletter Subscriptions              Page 2 
Branch Appeal � Goodies for Military Ward                  Page 2 
News of the RAF Regiment              Page 3 
 Death Notices                Page 3 
 General Notices               Page 5 
 Annual Corps Commemoration at the NMA           Page 5 
 Implementation of Lance Corporal Rank            Page 5 
 Painting of the Queen�s Colour Presentation           Page 5 
 11 Squadron 87th Anniversary Thurs 14th May        Page 5 
 194 and 63 Squads Reunion 2nd May            Page 5 
 Oman Experiences               Page 6 
 Ali Waki Painting Prints              Page 6 
  Ali Waki Painting                Page 6 
 1 � 58 � 26 Sqdns Reunion at RAF Laarbruch          Page 6 
 RAF Regiment Fund Subscriptions             Page 6 
 1 Sqdn RAF Regiment Rock Ape Ale  Project            Page 6 
 Queen�s Colour Presentation Video              Page 6 
 Officers Dinner club Annual Reception           Page 6
 Officers Dinner Club Annual Dinner            Page 7 
 Corps Diary Dates               Page 6 
From the Branch Secretary               Page 7 
 Death Notices Charles Dodd             Page 7 
Warzone � Channel 4 TV Documentary             Page 7 
 1 Squadron Defending Kandahar Airbase            Page 8 
  1 Squadron at Kandahar � a Picture           Page 8 
RAF Regiment Brings Christmas Classroom to Kids          Page 9 
RIAT 2008 - The Show That Never Was             Page 9 
An Update on Afghanistan             Page 10 
 Afghanistan Needs More of Everything          Page 10 
 Britain Should be Prepared for 15-Year Struggle  Page 10 
So Who is Paying For it All?             Page 13 
RAF Regiment Books             Page 13 
Electric Locomotive No. 91 005 The RAF Regiment        Page 14 
 A Photo of a Similar Locomotive but No.  91011   Page 14 
National Memorial Arboretum Update           Page 15 
Branch Appeal Reminder            Page 15 
Dates For Your Diary             Page 16 
Birmingham Branch Committee            Page 16 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BRANCH SUBS NOW 
OVERDUE       Page 2 
 
 

APPEAL �GOODIES� FOR 
THE MILITARY WARD 
              Page 3 
 

NEWS OF THE RAF 
REGIMENT        Page 3 
 

IMPLIMENTATION OF 
LANCE CORPORAL 
RANK           Page 5 
 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM UPDATE 

     Page 15 
 

NEWSLETTER NO: 236 
 FEBRUARY 2009 

ROYAL AIR FORCE 
REGIMENT 

ASSOCIATION 
www.rafregt.org.uk 

 
          
 

The Best Fighters in the RAF 
Operate on the Ground 

 

The Royal Air Force Regiment.  
Ground-based specialists, 

protecting RAF assets from 
enemy attack. 

 

http://www.rafregt.org.uk


2 
 

 

 
Dear Readers. 
 My apologies for the cock-up with page 15 
of last month�s newsletter.  Somehow, I didn�t put 

page 15 in with the master copy when I posted it 
to Wragge and Co for photocopying.  So after 
picking up all the photocopied newsletters and 
bringing them home, when Valerie and I sat down 
to fold the newsletters and put them into the 
envelopes, it was a great surprise to find that page 
15 was missing.  As I was cursing my inefficiency 
in missing out page 15, in attempt to pacify me, 
Valerie said: �well, in nearly twenty-one years of 
publishing your newsletters, this is the first time 
that you have made that mistake�.  Did that make 

me feel better?  No not really but however, all was 
not lost as I printed off enough page 15s for the 
newsletters.  Then we had to fold them and put 
them into the envelopes with the newsletters. 
 More work of course folding paper twice 
but as it was my fault I can�t complain can I!  And 
do you know how long it took me just to print off 
page 15 for all the newsletters?  Four hours that�s 

what - and the contents of an ink cartridge.  But at 
least you all got a complete newsletter for 
otherwise it might have been annoying not 
knowing what was on page 15.  It just shows you 
how fast modern photocopiers are though, for 
when the photocopying department staff at 
Wragge and Co print the newsletters with all the 
pages, I�ll bet it doesn�t take very long at all, and 
the machine staples them all as well.  So this is as 
good a place as any to record our thanks again to 
all the photocopying staff, for without them, we 
wouldn�t have a newsletter as long as it is. 
BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A Happy birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month and we hope that they have many 
more of them.   
 

2nd February  Frank Kendall of Manchester 
4th February  David Kelly of Chesterfield 
7th February  Syd Carey of Tewkesbury 
7th February  Ray Harrold of Presteigne, Powys 
11th February  Albert Weager of Coleford, Glouc 
13th February  Richard Dukes of Burntwood 
14th February William Davies of Machynlleth  
16th February Ian Smith of Shoreham by Sea 

 
18th February Graham Garvey of Birmingham 
19th February John Warrilow of Stafford  
20th Feb George Matheson of New Zealand 
 Some members have not fully completed 
their Application Forms so if I have missed 
anyone out, give me a call and I'll put it right.  
 I have also put these birthday greetings 
onto the Birmingham News page of the RAF 
Regiment Association Website.  If anyone does 
not wish to be included in these birthday 
greetings, please let me know.  

BRANCH SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 Please remember that your Branch 
Subscriptions were due on 1st February and also, 
please remember that your total subscription will 
be £15.00 that is £10.00 Association Subscription 

and £5.00 Branch Subscription.  If you have not 
yet paid up, please make your cheques out to The 
Birmingham Branch, Association of the RAF 
Regiment and send them IMMEDIATELY to 
THE BRANCH TREASURER Tom Magee and 
NOT to me. 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 I have a list of members of other branches 
and others, who have asked to receive 
Birmingham Branch newsletters. The subscription 
for this service is £7.00 per year.  So would those 

other branch members and others who have asked 
to be put onto the Circulation List for 
Birmingham Branch newsletters and wish to 
continue receiving the newsletters, please send a 
cheque for £7.00 as above, IMMEDIATELY to 
THE BRANCH TREASURER Tom Magee and 
NOT to me.  Would all of you please pay your 
Subscriptions immediately as having to chase up 
late payers is a time consuming job and adds to 
my workload and to the workload of the Branch 
Treasurer.  My sincere thanks to those members 
who have already paid up. 

Branch Appeal 
Goodies for the Military Ward 

 It is most important that we remember the 
dangers that our young men and women serving 
on operations are all facing, so please remember 
the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  
With the ever increasing number of casualties 
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being evacuated from the combat zones, we need 
to encourage continuing donations to the Appeal 
Fund.  With your help, we can continue to provide 
these small comforts and any other items that the 
Military Ward staff ask us for.  We can never get 
enough goodies for the lads, so in the mean time, 
your continued support is appreciated.  Please 
don't hesitate to contact me if you have any other 
ideas where we could help.  All donations will be 
gratefully acknowledged and will be recorded in 
the Birmingham Branch newsletters.  If anyone 
would like to contribute financially to this appeal, 
please send a cheque to the Branch Treasurer Tom 
Magee, made out to the Birmingham Branch � 
Military Ward Appeal.  If any of you would like 
to contribute items to this appeal, you can either 
take them directly to Ward S4, Selly Oak Hospital 
and ask for Major Ian Cheesman, or any of the 
Military Ward staff; or post them to Major I R 
Cheesman, OC Patient Support Services, RCDM, 
Ward S4, Selly Oak Hospital, Raddlebarn Road, 
Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29 6JD.   

NEWS OF THE RAF REGIMENT 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT SECRETARY 
General:  The following Parish Notices are 
provided for your information and interest. 
DEATH NOTICES: 
  BULLOCK RICHARD.  Former Sgt 
Richard (Dick) Bullock, born 1920, died on 
xxxx08.  He joined the RAF initially in 1940 as an 
aircraft fitter-mechanic stationed at RAF Kirton in 
Lindsey, but transferred to the Stn Defence Flt as 
a Gnd Gnr and then into the RAF Regt on its 
formation in 1942.  He was posted to the Far East 
where he was promoted to Cpl and then moved 
the RAF Regt Depot at Secunderabad, where he 
was promoted to Sgt.  He served at the RAF Regt 
Battle School in Argatala on the Burmese border 
and was part of the Allied force sent to fight in 
Java and Samoa.  He left the Service in 1946 and 
became the manager of a construction group.  He 
was a volunteer helper in the RAF Regt Museum 
at Catterick in 1990.  He was predeceased by his 
wife, Reneewere, on three weeks previously.  The 
funeral was held in Darlington on 17 Nov 08 and 
was attended by the RAF Regt and the Burma Star 

Assocs.  The Corps extends its sincere 
condolences to the surviving family. 
  McCLEERY DAVID.  Former SAC 
David McCleery died 21 Dec 08.  He served for 
12 years from 1955 � 67, reportedly on 194 and 
63 Sqns RAF Regt.   He is survived by his two 
sons.  No further details are known at this stage.  
The funeral was held at Hastings Crematorium 
at 12.30 on Wed 7 Jan 09. T he Corps extends its 
sincere condolences to any surviving family. 
  WARDLE GEORGE.  Former Gnr 
George Wardle died on 18 Dec 08.  A National 
Serviceman from 1953-57, he completed his 
initial induction at RAF Bridgenorth before 
moving to Dumfries for his Regt training.  He 
served on 23 (LAA) Sqn RAF Regt at Fassberg in 
W Germany until his discharge.  The funeral took 
place on 29 Dec 08 at Grimsby and was attended 
by members of the Lincolnshire Branch, RAF 
Regt Assoc.  He is survived by his wife, Shirley, 
and their two sons, to whom the Corps extends its 
sincere condolences. 
 WALTON ROY.  Former Cpl Roy 
George Walton born 23 May 23, died on 14 Dec 
08, aged 85. A wartime member of 2810 (Para) 
Sqn RAF Regt, he served in India, Burma and 
Singapore before being discharged in 1946.  The 
funeral took place at All Saints Church, Oakham, 
Rutland on 29 Dec 08.  No further details are 
known at this stage. The Corps extends its sincere 
condolences to any surviving family. 
 RODWELL JOHN.  Former Gnr John 
Rodwell born 23 Jun 33, died on 22 Dec 08, aged 
81.  Served as a National serviceman from Oct 51 
to Nov 53 as an LAC at Padgate, Wilmslow, 
Dumfries, Hawarden and on 199 (LAA) Sqn RAF 
Regt.  Member of the Bromley Branch of the RAF 
Regt Assoc from Dec 05.  Survived by his wife, 
Mrs Trudy Rodwell of 7 Foresters Crescent, 
Bexleyheath, Kent DA7 4JT.  The funeral was 
held at the Falconwood Crematorium at 1015 on 
Mon 19 Jan 09.  The Corps extends its sincere 
condolences to the family. 
 DAY GEORGE.  Former RAF Regt Gnr 
George Day died on 10 Nov 08.  He served from 
1941-46 on 780, 2790 and 2770 Sqns RAF Regt.  
Member of the Bristol & Bath Branch of the RAF 
Regt Assoc.  No further details are known.  The 
funeral was held in Taunton, Somerset on 19 Nov 
08.  He is survived by his son, Kevin Day, of 32 
Northfields, Bishops Hull, Taunton, Somerset 
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TA1 5DR.  The Corps extends its sincere 
sympathies to the family. 
 DODD CHARLES BARTER.  Former 
RAF Regt LAC Gnr Charles Barter Dodd (known 
as Bart), born 26 Dec 20, died on 28 Dec 08, aged 
88.  He enlisted in May 41 and carried out his 
Basic Training at RAF Bridgnorth.  He was then 
posted to 754 Sqn (later 2754 Sqn RAF Regt) at 
Limavady, Northern Ireland.   Served with 2754 
Sqn there and at various other postings in the UK 
until 1943 when he was posted onto 2760 (LAA) 
Sqn RAF Regt at RAF Tangmere.  He served 
there and at various other UK postings until Feb 
45 when the Sqn was sent to Belgium and then 
into Germany.  He completed his service with 
2760 (LAA) Sqn at Hamburg until he was 
discharged in Jun 46.  Member of the Birmingham 
Branch of the RAF Regt Assoc.  He is survived by 
his daughter Mrs Liz Conibere,  of 2 St Mary's 
Close, Felmersham, Bedford, Gloucestershire, 
MK43 7JP, to whom letters of condolence may be 
sent.  The funeral took place at Cheltenham on 8 
Jan 09. The Corps extends its sincere sympathies 
to the family. 
 CREBER HAROLD.   Former LAC Gnr 
Harold J Creber, born 6 Feb 28, died on 30 Dec 
08  aged 80. He was a National Servicemen from 
1946-48 and served on 2828 and 2772 Sqn RAF 
Regt.  No further details are known.  The funeral 
was held in Plymton on 12 Jan 09.  He is survived 
by his wife, Christine, of 87 Kingston Drive, 
Chaddlewood, Plympton, Plymouth PL7 3LZ, to 
whom the Corps extends its sincere sympathy. 
HEDGES FRANCIS.  Former RAF Regt Cpl 
Francis Gordon Charles Hedges, born 8 Dec 27, 
died on 7 Jan 09, aged 80.  He served from 1946-
48 as a National Service Gnr before being 
discharged in 1948.  He re-enlisted and served 
again from Nov 49 until  Nov 54, his last tour of 
duty being on II (AC) Sqn RAF Regt.  The funeral 
was held at St James the Great Church, Church 
Street, West Hanney, Nr Wantage, Oxfordshire 
OX12 0LP on Thu 29 Jan 09 starting at 14.00.  
Family flowers only were requested but donations 
may be made to Sobell House, Churchill Hospital, 
Old Road, Headington, Oxfordshire OX3 7LT.  
He is survived by his son, Tim Hedges, 76 North 
Drive, Grove, Nr Wantage, Oxfordshire OX12 
7PN, to whom the Corps extends its sincere 
sympathy. 
 STOCKS EDMUND.  Former GG and 
RAF Regt LAC Edmund (Ed) Stocks, born 9 Jan 

22, died on 6 Jan 09 aged 87.   He enlisted in 
Lincoln in Nov 41 and completed his initial 
training at RAF Padgate.  He was remustered into 
the RAF Regt on its formation and went to 
Whitley Bay for further training.  He then served 
at RAF Filey, Waddington, Gatwick, Shoreham, 
Tangmere and Davidsow Moor.  He was then 
posted to Rawlpindi in India for parachute 
training prior to joining 2810 (Para) Sqn RAF 
Regt in the Far East.  He was involved in the fall 
of Singapore and ended his service at RAF 
Changi in Mar 46.  He was a staunch member of 
the RAF Regt Assoc since its inception.  He is 
survived by his wife, Doreen, of Ash Tree 
Cottage, Wrawby, Brigg, Lincolnshire DN20 
8SQ.  The funeral was held at Scunthorpe 
Crematorium on Tue 20 Jan 09 at 13.00.  The 
Corps extends its sincere sympathy to the family. 
 BROWN WILLIAM.  Former RAF Regt 
LAC William (Bill) Brown, born 23 Jul 21, died 
on 29 Dec 08 aged 87.  Served from 1940-46 on 
mainly 2865 Sqn RAF Regt and in Italy and 
Sicily.  On return to the UK, followed in the wake 
of the D-Day landings.  Went with the Sqn 
through Holland via Eindhoven, Hamburg, 
Schleswig-Holstein to Rensberg.  Was the batman 
to the OC, later Wg Cdr Leonard Smith OBE.  
Former member of the RAF Regt Old Comrades 
Assoc.  The funeral took place on 6 Jan 09 (no 
details) and donations, if required, may be made 
to the RAFA Wings Appeal. His wife pre-
deceased him on 10 Dec 08.  He is survived by his 
only daughter, Mrs Pamela Willmore, of 2 The 
Granary, Eaton Grange, Grantham, Lincs NG32 
1ET, to whom the Corps extends its sincere 
condolences. 
 CURLE DENNIS.  Former Regt FS (and 
RAF WO) Andrew Dennis Curle, born 5 Sep 20, 
has died aged 88.  He enlisted in 1939 at the 
outbreak of WWII and served on 2777 Sqn RAF 
Regt and at RAF Stations Rowner, Tangmere and 
Hereford.  He also served in Malaya.  Following a 
serious road traffic accident, he was medically 
downgraded and remustered.  He was, at the time 
of discharge, SWO RAF Uxbridge and maintained 
his Mess membership there for over 54 years.  He 
retired in 1965 to work for HM Customs & Excise 
and was a member of the Uxbridge Branch of the 
RAF Regt Assoc.  The funeral was held at 
Breakspear Crematorium, Breakspear Road, 
Ruislip, Middlesex at 15.00 on Wed 28 Jan 09. A 
reception was held afterwards at Uxbridge 
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Cricket/Rugby Club, off Park Road, Gatting Way, 
Uxbridge.  Family flowers only were requested 
but donations may be made to �Stroke Victims� 

via the Funeral Directors, A D Smith & Son of 
Royal Lane, Hillingdon, UB8 3QP.  He is 
survived by his son, Peter, who may be contacted 
at �Sunny�, Fyfield, Nr Pewsey, Wiltshire SN9 

5JS. The Corps extends its sincere condolences to 
the family. 
 PARRY SIDNEY.  Former RAF Regt Cpl 
Sidney (Sid) Edmund Parry, born 16 Jul 33, died 
on 17 Jan 09 aged 75.  Served from 1952 � 56 at 
RAF Cardington, Dumfries, Compton Bassett, 
Catterick, Sutton-on-Hull, Winterbourne Gunner 
and Bridgnorth.  Also served on 56 Sqn RAF Regt 
at Shallufa and Abiad.  Member of Hereford 
Branch of the RAF Regt Assoc.  The funeral was 
held at 14.30 on Wed 28 Jan 09 at St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Shrewsbury Road, Hadnall, 
Shropshire SY4 4AG.  Family flowers only were 
requested but donations may be made to the 
Alzheimer's Society, via the Funeral Director, 
Frank Painter & Son, Spring Gardens, 
Ditherington, Shrewsbury, SY1 2TF.  He is 
survived by his wife, Mrs Doreen Parry of 
'Glendower', Higher Battlefield, Shrewsbury, SY4 
4AA.  The Corps extends its sincere condolences 
to the family. 
GENERAL NOTICES: 
Annual Corps Commemoration at the NMA 
 The Annual Corps Commemoration at the 
RAF Regt Memorial, NMA, will take place on 
National Armed Forces Day, Sat 27 Jun 09.  
Details will be issued later in the Spring, but it 
will follow a similar pattern to the 2007 event.  
Note that the 1100-1115 period in the Chapel, 
which has the Daily Homage played out, can no 
longer be reserved for our exclusive use and we 
will plan our Service around it.  
Implementation of Lance Corporal Rank for 
the RAF Regt 
 The rank of Lance Corporal (LCpl) is to 
be introduced to the Gnr trade in Apr 10 to 
identify the critical leadership role undertaken by 
nominated and experienced Gunners on RAF Regt 
front-line units.  Experience on Operations 
HERRICK and TELIC has highlighted the key 
role played by RAF Regt SACs appointed as 
comdrs of small combat elements, leading up to 
three other Gnrs, such as in the role of ground 
close combat section 2IC/fire team comdr.  The 
introduction of new weapon systems, tactics and 

structures has meant that, to a greater extent than 
before, these SACs have had to operate 
independently and make command decisions in 
combat situations.  The AFBSC's recent decision 
to introduce the rank of LCpl to the RAF Regt 
will ensure that these jnr comdrs are recognized 
officially in the vital leadership roles that they 
undertake.  Gnrs selected to fill these posts will be 
trained, remunerated and given formal command 
authority through promotion to the rank of LCpl.  
Appropriate specialist training will commence in 
Aug 09 and the first LCpls should be 'badged' 
with effect from 1 Apr 10.  Further details will be 
published in Centurion No26.  
Painting of the Queen�s Colour Presentation 
 Following the unique parade and 
presentation of new Queen�s Colours to the RAF 
and RAF Regt by HM The Queen in Jul 08, the 
renowned military artist, Stuart Brown 
(www.skipperpress.com) has been commissioned 
to produce a painting of the presentation.  The 
result promises to be a truly stunning piece of 
military art.  The actual oil painting (which should 
be completed by Mar 09) will be hung in the 
College Hall Officers� Mess at RAFC Cranwell 

and will measure approximately 115 x 75 cms.  
Full-size, framed, Giclée prints, which will be 
virtually indistinguishable from the original 
painting, will be available for purchase for £600.  
Given the uniqueness of the occasion that will be 
depicted, taking place as it did in the RAF�s 90

th 
year, this presents a wonderful opportunity for 
both units and individuals to purchase one of a 
limited number of these high-quality copies.  In 
addition to the full size copy of the painting, high-
resolution lithographic prints measuring 69 x 50 
cms will also be available.  The cost of these 
prints is likely to be in the order of £10 but the 

final cost will be subject to final demand.  Those 
who wish to purchase either a full size Giclee or 
scan print, are requested to request an order form 
by mid-Feb 09 and return it to the Painting�s Proj 

Offr, Sqn Ldr Fergus Garwood (SO2 Regt 
Manpower, HQ 2 Gp, Hurricane Blk, RAF High 
Wycombe, Bucks, HP14 4UE) or via email at 
fergus.garwood394@mod.uk. 
II Sqn RAF Regt 87th Anniversary 
Celebration Day - 2009. 
 II Sqn RAF Regt intend to hold their 87th 
Anniversary celebration, at their hangar at RAF 
Honington on Thu 14 May 09.  The event will be 
open to past and present Sqn members.  

http://www.skipperpress.com/
mailto:fergus.garwood394@mod.uk
mailto:fergus.garwood394@mod.uk
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Full details of the event will be publicised in due 
course and, at this stage, we ask that all former 
Sqn members keep this date clear in their diaries.  
 194 and 63 Sqns Reunion � 2 May 09 
 A reunion of former 194 Sqn and 63 Sqns 
RAF Regt personnel will take place 2 May 09 at 
the Royal Carlton Hotel, Blackpool.  The Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday bed, breakfast and evening 
meals will cost £100 pounds per person.  For 
further details please contact Howard Jones direct 
on 01244 815469. 
Oman Experiences 
 The RAF Regt Sec is keen to talk to 
SOAF/RAF Regt veterans involved, primarily, in 
the Battle of Mirbat, the RAF Regt�s defence of 

RAF Salalah, in 1972.  An author would like to 
discuss the event in preparation for a book on the 
�Secret War� in Oman during the late 1960s�early 
1970s.  Please contact the Regt Sec initially.  
Al Waki Painting Prints 
 The lithographic prints will be delivered 
very soon and then despatched to those who have 
ordered them hopefully before 23 Jan.  Those who 
have ordered Special Edition prints (signed by CG 
and Cpl Hayden MC) will be notified separately 
on delivery arrangements, since they have yet to 
be signed by both parties.  All prints are signed by 
the Artist, Stuart Brown. For further details, see 
the Notice below.  
Al Waki Painting 
 On 7 Aug 07, a Patrol of 1 Sq, RAF Regt 
was engaged in a furious firefight with 
approximately 50 Iraqi insurgents in the Al Waki 
Market in Basrah.  For some two hours, the two 
sides fought a pitched battle that left at least 16 
insurgents dead.  However, a heavy price was 
paid.  With one man already wounded in the 
initial exchange of fire, LAC Martin Beard, his 
Sectn�s LMG operator, was then shot while 

providing covering fire for his comrades.  His 
Sectn Comdr, Cpl David Hayden, evacuated him 
over 200 metres � all the while under fierce 
enemy fire - to medical aid but, unfortunately, 
Martin Beard had been wounded fatally.  
 1- 58 - 26 Sqns RAF Regt Reunion at RAF 
Laarbruch - 2009 
 The RAF Regt Museum is in the process 
of loaning a Rapier FSB1(M) missile system to 
the RAF Laarbruch Museum in Weeze, Nord 
Rhein Westfalia, Germany.  It is planned to hold a 
formal unveiling of the exhibit sometime in the 
Spring/early Summer of 2009 and it is hoped to 

use the event to stage a reunion for those who 
served at RAF Laarbruch on the Regt Sqns or 
GDT during the period 1953-1999.  The Museum 
website may be found at: <http://www.laarbruch-
museum.net>.  Details of any such reunion, 
including suggested accommodation, will be 
issued at a later date.  If anyone is interested on 
helping run, or to take on the coordination of the 
reunion attendees, please contact the RAF Regt 
Sec.   
RAF Regt Fund Subscriptions 
 The annual direct debit (DD) trawl has 
been actioned but a number of problems have 
arisen, including insufficient amounts being 
withdrawn and, in one or two cases, double 
withdrawals.  If any members have suffered such 
problems, please advise the Regt Sec who will 
pass the details on to the Membership Sec for 
action. 
 1 Sqn RAF Regt � Rock Ape Ale Project 
 1 Sqn RAF Regt is currently deployed in 
Afghanistan as the Resident Fd Sqn defending the 
NATO airbase at Kandahar.  The Sqn has been 
deployed since mid-Aug 08 and is due to return to 
the UK in Mar 09.  The Sqn will be operating in 
the extremes of both summer and winter 
conditions, with temperature ranges from 45 to -
10 deg C.  It has commissioned a unique bottle of 
beer through the Red Rat Brewery to celebrate 
their return and raise money for the Service 
charity �Help for Heroes�.  A bottle of 1 Sqn Rock 
Ape Ale will cost £2, of which 50p will go to the 

'Help for Heroes' charity.  With 150 extremely 
thirsty members of the Sqn, they are hoping to 
raise a modest £1000 to wet their particularly dry 

whistles!  If you feel that you would like to 
contribute even the cost of one bottle, the Sqn 
would be very pleased to receive your donation.  
Donations may be made on-line at: 
www.redratcraftbrewery.co.uk (and then click on 
Campaigns) or by cheque (payable to �Red Rat 

Craft Brewery') sent to: 1 Sqn RAF Regt (Rock 
Ape Ale), RAF Honington, Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk, IP31 1EE.  [CPN 77] 
 Queen�s Colour Presentation Video 
 The Regt Sec has received many requests 
for details of any video produced of the Queen�s 

Colour Presentation at RAF Fairford in July. We 
understand that there are no plans to produce such 
a video but enquiries will continue. Details will be 
broadcast when and if appropriate.  

http://www.laarbruch-museum.net/
http://www.redratcraftbrewery.co.uk/
http://www.redratcraftbrewery.co.uk
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RAF Regt Officers' Dinner Club Annual 
Reception 2009 
 The 2009 Annual Reception will take 
place at RAF Honington on Fri 29 May 09.  On 
present plans, the day will commence with a 
Trainee Gunner Graduation Parade, followed by a 
buffet lunch in the Offrs Mess.  In the afternoon, 
some training and/or capability displays will be 
staged, together with a visit to the Regt Museum.  
A Calling Note will be issued in the Spring.  Pre-
registration is not required at this stage.  
RAF Regt Officers' Dinner Club - Annual 
Dinner 2009 
 The 2009 Officers' Annual Dinner will 
take place at the Def CBRN Centre, Winterbourne 
Gunner, on Fri 30 Oct 09.  A Calling Note will be 
issued in the 3rd Qtr of 2009. 
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
(Updated - not exhaustive - contributions 
welcome). 
8 Apr 09 � Thanksgiving Service for AVM D A 
Pocock CBE (Church of St Clement Danes)  
18-20 Apr 09 � RAF Armd Car Assoc � Spring 
Reunion (Derby). 
19 Apr - 3 May 09 - RAF Regt, RAF and 
Combined Services' Skill-at-Arms Competitions.  
2 May 09 � 194 & 63 Sqns RAF Regt Reunion.  
10 May 09 � Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration � Catterick Village 
14 May 09 � II Sqn RAF Regt 87th Anniversary 
Celebration (Honington) 
29 May 09 � RAF Regt Officers� Dinner Club 

Reception � RAF Honington 
15 Jun 09 � Centurion Journal No27 contributions 
due. 
27 Jun 09 (TBC) - RAF Regt 
Memorial Commemoration - NMA Alrewas  
12 Jul 09 � RAF Regt Assoc Annual Service at 
The Chapel Royal, Tower of London (London) 
2-4 Oct 09 � RAF Regt Assoc AGM and Reunion.  
30 Oct 09 - RAF Regt Officers� Dinner Club 

Annual Dinner � Def CBRN Centre, 
Winterbourne Gunner 
15 Dec 09 - Centurion Journal No28 contributions 
due. 
5 Feb 10 - Officers' Corps Formation Dinner 
(RAF Honington) 
FROM THE BRANCH SECRETARY 
DEATH NOTICES: 
 DODD CHARLES BARTER.  I regret to 
inform you of the death of Charles Barter Dodd 
(known as Bart) of Bedford, Gloucestershire, who 

joined the Birmingham Branch on 4th June 1992.  
Charles, who was born on 26th December 1920, 
died peacefully on 28th December 2008 at 
Greville House Nursing Home, Charlton Kings, 
Cheltenham.  He had reached 88 years of age two 
days previously on 26th December 2008.  Bart is 
survived by his daughter Mrs Liz Conibere, three 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.  He 
was cremated privately at Cheltenham on 
Thursday 8th January and afterwards, a Service of 
Thanksgiving was held at Northleach Church, 
Gloucestershire.  Bart enlisted at Exeter on 8th 
May 1941, and after being kitted out at Penarth, 
carried out his Basic Training at RAF Bridgnorth.  
He was then posted onto 754 (later 2754) 
Squadron at Limavady, Northern Ireland.  He 
served with 2754 Squadron there and at various 
other postings in the UK until 1943 when he was 
posted onto 2760 LAA Squadron at Tangmere.  
He served there with the Squadron and at various 
other UK postings until in February 1945, the 
Squadron was sent to Belgium.  He continued 
serving with the Squadron as it made its way into 
Germany.  Bart completed his service with 2760 
LAA Squadron at Hamburg until he was 
discharged as a LAC on 22nd June 1946.  He was 
awarded the Defence Medal, the France and 
Germany Star and the Victory Medal.  Letters of 
condolence may be sent to Mrs Liz Conibere, 2 St 
Mary�s Close, Felmersham, Bedford, 

Gloucestershire, MK43 7JP. 

'WARZONE' 
CHANNEL 5 TV DOCUMENTARY 

 Channel 5 is televising an 8-part 
observational documentary series about life on the 
Kandahar Airbase in Afghanistan.  Granada 
Productions worked closely with the RAF to 
produce the series - their film crew spent 10 
weeks at the Airbase following the lives and work 
of soldiers, pilots and forces personnel of all 
ranks.  The Series highlights the activities of the 
Joint Force Harrier Detachment and covers the 
arrival and working up of 1 Squadron RAF 
Regiment to guard the 10-sq mile base and the 
surrounding 400-mile area.  Warzone tells the 
story of a military community in the middle of a 
desert and the complex logistics of running the 
gateway to the war in Afghanistan.  With fast 
food outlets like Pizza Hut and Burger King, three 
canteens serving 10,000 troops and 4000 civilians.  
In just a month, the troops get through 230 tons of 
meat and fish, 350 tons of cheese and 500,000 
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eggs.  "The old saying that an army marches on its 
stomach is very true," said the Base Commander 
Air Commodore Bob Judson.  There is an ice 
hockey rink, football pitches, three state of the art 
gyms, two massage parlours, and even a disco run 
by the Dutch army, the series focuses on the RAF 
as well as reflecting the huge support network 
behind the troops serving on the frontline.  
Granada Productions worked closely with the 
RAF to produce the series and episode 3 opened 
with the base commander, Group Captain Bob 
Judson, inspecting the main entry point to the 
camp.  Everyday a thousand Afghan workers 
come into the base to do jobs like cleaning and 
they�ve all got to be searched.  The job of 
guarding the base is down to the RAF Regiment.  
We join the lads on their 4 day patrol through 
Afghanistan�s rugged and beautiful landscape.  
It�s a dangerous job and the troops are constantly 

under threat of attack from suicide bombers and 
roadside bombs.  There�s a tense moment when 

they spot a mirror flash coming from a compound.  
It�s the Taliban�s way of communicating with 

each other and the lads know they�re being 

watched by the enemy.  As part of a �Hearts and 

Minds� initiative the troops visit a village with no 

water supply where they plan to install a well.  
Nathan Choules, who is 21 and had never been 
abroad before this posting, is shocked by the 
poverty he encounters there.  �Look at what these 

people live in.  It�s horrendous.  Does make you 
think.  No electricity, nothing�. 
 Back at the Kandahar airbase, RAF 
Physical Training instructor Adam Hennesey has 
come up with a novel way of taking the troops 
minds off the war � Kandahar�s Strongest Man 

Competition.  All that physical exertion takes its 
toll on one competitor, Army PTI �Stricky�.  He 
decides the only way to sooth his aching muscles 
is to pay a visit to one of the camp�s less well-
known facilities, a Thai massage parlour.  �I can�t 

believe I�m on operational tour and I�m getting a 

massage, it�s amazing.'  Finally the Regiment lads 
return to the base to find their mates from another 
patrol have encountered a roadside bomb.  It 
shocking news to the young lads.  Nathan Choules 
articulates how they are feeling.  �If the locals 

don�t appreciate what you�re doing, how can you 

appreciate what you�re doing yourself, it�s a 

mixed barrel of feelings � it�s weird�. 
1 Squadron Defending the Kandahar 
Airbase 

 So are any of you watching the series on 
that started on Monday 5th January?  If not you 
should have done because it was all about 
Kandahar Airbase in Afghanistan and particularly 
featured 1 Squadron, RAF Regiment.  This brand-
new documentary series follows the lives of 
British servicemen and women at Kandahar 
Airbase in Afghanistan.  The airbase is the 
gateway to the war in Afghanistan.  It operates 
10,000 flights each month � roughly half the 
number of Gatwick Airport.  Every type of 
military plane is housed on the base, including the 
GR9 Harrier jump jet.  Kandahar is also home to 
the Joint Force Harrier Unit, which supports 
troops fighting the Taliban in Helmand Province.  
Kandahar Airbase is a war zone like no other.  It 
comprises a bustling community in the middle of 
the Afghan desert, complete with fast-food outlets 
like Pizza Hut and Burger King.  It boasts two 
massage parlours and three canteens serving the 
10,000 troops and 4,000 civilians who live on the 
base.  The base�s personnel sleep in relative 

luxury, sharing four-man, air-conditioned rooms.  
To take their minds off the war, the troops have 
plenty of distractions, including an ice-hockey 
rink, football pitches, three state-of-the-art gyms 
and even a disco run by the Dutch army.  Part One 
followed the Squadron as it prepared to deploy at 
RAF Honington and on its journey to Afghanistan 
where they will be charged with guarding the base 
and the surrounding 400-mile area.  After a tearful 
farewell to their loved ones, the troops set their 
minds on the job ahead.  Thirty-year-old Sgt 
Benet Jones is �daddy� to the 30 men of the squad 

� 18 of whom are brand-new recruits.   

 
 

1 Squadron at Kandahar 
 

 It then featured 1 Squadron on arrival and 
as the lads became aclimatised to the conditions 
there and then followed them as they were taken 
on a base familiarisation tour.  I enjoyed episodes 
one, two and three of the eight-part series and was 
looking forward to the remainder of the series but 
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� Channel 5 have rescheduled the remaining 
episodes to later in the year.  Channel 5 has 
announced that it will re-schedule Warzone from 
its 21.00 hours Monday slot to an alternative later 
in the year.  I have been informed that the reason 
for the rescheduling is connected with maximising 
viewing figures by using an alternative slot for the 
powerful series on life on the frontline at 
Kandahar.  The three episodes shown so far have 
had a very positive effect for the RAF by 
increasingly positive and receptive comments 
from the service audience, by very positive 
feedback from the civilian audience, and by the 
RAF and Careers websites experiencing 
significant increases in activity on the days 
Warzone was screened.  Total RAF Internet page 
views increased by 67% (peak) and 33% 
(average).  Additionally Warzone resulted in a 
doubling of page views on the RAF Internet front 
page and a quadrupling of page views on the front 
page of the RAF Careers web site.  By 
rescheduling the series later this year it will 
provide another opportunity to increase the RAF�s 

profile.  I will keep you informed of the new dates 
that the series will be transmitted as soon as they 
are known � I can�t wait. 

RAF Regiment Bring Christmas 
Classroom to Kids in Basra 
 The village of Al Mithar, near Basra, 
southern Iraq, took delivery of a new school 
classroom from the back of a truck on Christmas 
Eve 2008, thanks to the 51 Squadron RAF 
Regiment.  The portacabin was relocated by the 
Squadron who are normally based at RAF 
Lossiemouth, Scotland but are currently serving 
as the Resident Field Squadron in Basra, Iraq.  It 
was moved from the Contingency Operating Base 
(COB) supplies to be used as an extra classroom 
in the village 'Al-Assil' school.  The cabin was 
transported in a large convoy which consisted of 
nine vehicles including the load carrier and passed 
through the 'Basra Gates' monument en route to 
the village.  The convoy also passed freely 
through the Al-Waki market, the scene of an RAF 
Regiment/Insurgent battle in 2007.  The school's 
head teacher, Mrs Khasmah said: "This is very 
good. Yes, very good and we are all very happy, 
thank you!"  The village is regularly visited by 51 
Squadron o n their daily patrols of the area outside 
the COB. These patrols aim to deter would be 
attackers of the COB and aircraft movements in 
and out of the base as well as allowing the local 

community to interact with members of the 
coalition forces.  Flight Lieutenant John Rees, 51 
Sqn RAF Regt Deputy Squadron Commander 
said: "The event was the culmination of a minor 
renovation project that the squadron had 
facilitated in the village and to deliver a 
portacabin on Christmas Eve was the icing on the 
cake.  The day has been a great success largely 
due to the squadron's close ties with the Iraqi 
Army, Police and local community and is a true 
reflection of the improving relations within our 
area of operations."  Senior Aircraftsman (SAC) 
Leverton, 'C' Flight Bulldog (an armoured vehicle 
variant) commander said: "It's always nice to help 
people out where we can.  It's great to work with 
the ISF and they proved their capabilities here.  I 
was last here in 2006 and things have progressed 
beyond recognition."   SAC Ansell, 'A' Flight 
gunner said: "The ability to carry out operations 
like this shows how 'on-side' the locals are.  
Although we carry out a patrol pattern 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, the fact we did something 
like this on Christmas Eve adds a nice touch." 

Royal International Air Tattoo 
2008 (RIAT) 

The Show that never was 
 If you missed RIAT this year, you also 
missed the downpour that followed the 
presentation of the new Queen�s Colours to the 

Royal air force and to the RAF Regiment.  Such 
was the flood that the rest of the air show was 
cancelled but a DVD has now been produced that 
features the parade and footage of previous RIAT 
displays.  RIAT 2008: The Show That Never Was 
is the title of the official DVD of this summer's 
Air Tattoo, offering a taste of what could have 
been after the airs how was cancelled in July due 
to severe flooding.  It is hoped that for the many 
thousands of people who had planned to attend 
the air show, the DVD will reflect some of the 
thrills and excitement that would have been in 
store for them at the world's largest military air 
show.  Among the highlights on the DVD is the 
spectacular full rehearsal display of the star of the 
air show, the USAF F-22A Raptor along with 
pilot interviews, cockpit footage and dramatic air-
to-air filming.  Also featured are a range of 
international display teams including the 
Patrouille Suisse, Turkish Stars, Patrouille de 
France and RIAT debutants the Indian Sarang 
Helicopter Formation Display Team and the 
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Brazilian Esquadrilha da Fumaca team.  There is 
also footage of the Canadian CF-18 Hornet, the 
Dutch F-16, the Czech Gripen and the Czech Mil 
Mi-24 Hind as they put the finishing touches to 
their displays during rehearsals.  Extras on the 
DVD include extensive coverage of Her Majesty 
The Queen's historic presentation of new Colours 
to the RAF and the RAF Regiment, held at RAF 
Fairford in July, followed by a breath-taking 90-
ship fly past.  There is also 'never before seen' 
footage of the 1976 Air Tattoo at Greenham 
Common featuring legendary aircraft such as the 
F-104 Starfighter, the Lightning, the F-111, the 
Buccaneer, the US Navy F-14 'Tomcat' and the 
French Navy Super Etendard.  Air Tattoo Director 
Tim Prince said: "This summer's airs how had all 
the ingredients to make it a vintage year and we 
were desperately disappointed for all involved 
when we had to call it off at the last minute on 
safety grounds.  However, we later realized we 
had captured some excellent footage of many of 
the aircraft that had already arrived to take part in 
the airs how.  We thought producing a DVD of 
'what could have been' would not only appeal to 
those who were planning to join us but it would 
also help us raise funds for the Royal Air Force 
Charitable Trust."  Although the cancellation of 
RIAT 2008 was a huge disappointment, special 
footage in the days leading up to the show 
weekend was captured.  Footage includes the F-22 
Raptor, as well as the historic 90-ship flypast of 
RAF aircraft.  Additional rehearsal footage and 
interviews include the Indian A F Sarangs 
helicopter and the Turkish Stars displays teams.  
A tour of the static aircraft line, clips of the 
historic presentation of Colours ceremony, as well 
as previously unseen archive footage from IAT's 
of yesteryear.  The product code for the DVD is 
TRD 701108 and it can be obtained online from 
the RAF Charitable Trust at <www.airtattoo.com 
> or by calling 0870 758 1940 at £14.95. 

An Update on Afghanistan 
 It is not always easy to understand why 
our troops are fighting and dying in Afghanistan 
but the next two articles should help to shed some 
light on the matter.  The first article was published 
on 2nd November in the Sunday Herald by Trevor 
Royle, their Diplomatic Editor.  
Afghanistan needs more of everything  
 These are worrying times for the 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), 
which offers Afghanistan's best hope of restoring 

the country to a semblance of normality.  Despite 
all the encouraging noises made by Afghanistan's 
president, Hamid Karzai, when he visited Gordon 
Brown in Downing Street last October, the harsh 
reality is that the NATO led operation is running 
into big-time problems, especially in the unquiet 
part of the world that is Helmand province.  Put 
simply and starkly, there are not enough fighting 
troops on the ground; there is a chronic shortage 
of helicopters; the Afghan national army is 
nowhere near fully operational; and, most 
worrying of all, there is some confusion within 
Nato ranks about who should be digging deeper, 
how they should be doing it and what exactly is 
the purpose of the mission.  At present, ISAF is 
made up of a little over 41,000 soldiers from 38 
countries but within its polyglot battalions some 
are more equal than others.  The lion's share - 
15,108 troops - is provided by the big shoulders 
and deep pockets of the US.  Equally predictably, 
Britain comes next with 7,740, followed by 
Germany with 3,155 and Italy with 2,395. A few 
countries have provided troop levels in the 
hundreds.  Four have the distinction, if that is the 
word, of producing the grand total of 21 between 
them: step forward Luxembourg (nine), Ireland 
(seven), Austria (three) and Switzerland (two).  
 Last week, in the bracing Dutch seaside 
resort of Noordwijk, NATO defence ministers 
spent two days discussing how best to increase the 
size of the ISAF and how to encourage the 
slackers to try a little harder.  At present, the bulk 
of the fighting against the Taliban is undertaken 
by US, British, Canadian and Dutch forces.   They 
have provided the firepower and they are taking 
the most casualties - with the result that the 
Canadian and Dutch governments have started 
talking about pulling out their combat units when 
their tours of duty come to an end next year.  If 
that were to happen it would be disastrous for 
ISAF, as the British and the Americans have come 
to rely heavily on the professionalism and sheer 
doggedness of the Canadian and Dutch infantry.  
Eventually, after a good deal of horse-trading, 
NATO's secretary-general, Jaap de Hoop 
Scheffer, emerged to announce that a new 
rotational system would be introduced to spread 
the burden among the fighting units, but that is a 
long-term proposition and would only be 
implemented once national governments had 
given their agreement.  In the short term, France 
and Germany agreed to provide more training 

http://www.airtattoo.com/
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teams to bring the Afghan national army up to 
speed, but again that will only produce results 
over a period of time.  And that's where 
everything begins and ends.  Owing to national 
defence policies, Italy, Germany, France and 
Spain are debarred from taking part in offensive 
operations or refuse to be based in the dangerous 
southern areas of the country.  There are also 
limits on what their forces can and cannot do - for 
instance, the Luftwaffe has strict rules about 
weather conditions for its Tornado reconnaissance 
aircraft - and there is a distinct reluctance to get 
involved in any punch-up.  Besides, not every 
country has armed forces capable of operating in 
such a hostile environment, as Helmand and 
British commanders have always argued that there 
is no point in having NATO colleagues as 
"passengers" who require additional force 
protection on any mission.  It's not just boots on 
the ground either.  In Afghanistan helicopters are 
rare as hens' teeth.  Not only is there a desperate 
need for Chinook transporters - the increased use 
by the Taliban of improvised explosive devices 
has turned the roads, literally, into minefields - 
but helicopters are also in short supply for 
casualty evacuation and for close-air support.  
Traditionally, every battlefield commander wants 
more of everything at the double, but down in 
Helmand helicopters are not just essential, they 
are usually a matter of life or death.  As a stop-gap 
there has been talk of hiring civilian helicopters 
manned by specialist crews, but that has a nasty 
ring of compromise about it.  No doubt civilian 
crews will be up to the mark as far as their flying 
skills are concerned, but will they be able to 
match the RAF and other NATO air forces when 
the chips are down? I doubt it.  The real trouble is 
that the entire deployment costs shed loads of 
money - to maintain the garrison, to run the war 
and to tackle the problem of the poppy harvest 
whose proceeds fund the Taliban.  Not so long 
ago the British ambassador in Kabul offered the 
thought that it would take 30 years to turn around 
the problem. Given the immensity of the task, 
some of us think he's erring on the side of caution. 
 

******************** 
 The next article was published in the 
Telegraph by Thomas Harding on 5th January 
2009. 

Britain should be prepared for a 
15-year struggle in Afghanistan  

 After Britain's toughest year in 
Afghanistan, our defence correspondent argues 
that the public needs to be convinced that the 
campaign in Helmand is worth fighting.  The 
death on New Year's Eve of Corporal Liam Elms, 
a 26-year-old Royal Marine from Wigan, took the 
total number of British fatalities in Afghanistan 
last year to 51, making it the bloodiest year of the 
campaign by a wide margin.  The following day 
saw the first British death of 2009, as an 
explosion in the province's Garmser district 
accounted for another soldier's life: Sergeant 
Christopher John Reed, a Territorial Army soldier 
with the 6th Battalion The Rifles.  
 In the context of our deployment in 
Afghanistan, every year is a vital one.  But there 
is a growing sense that 2009 will be more decisive 
than most.  So much hangs in the balance: will the 
local population reject the presence of foreign 
forces?  Will the Nato alliance hold together, 
despite the in-fighting that is weakening its 
command structure?  What difference will be 
made by President Obama, and by the presence of 
20,000 more American troops, in a "surge" of the 
kind that worked so successfully in Iraq?  And, 
most importantly for those of us in Britain, will 
we be able to sustain another year of high 
casualties without seeing any tangible gains on the 
ground?  The numbers of dead are harrowing � 
but they do not tell the whole story.  This is a 
counter-insurgency campaign, in which the 
measure of success is more likely to be 
determined by the miles of new roads built than 
the numbers of Taliban � or Britons � killed.  And 
even though we have been in Helmand for four 
years now, almost as long as the First World War, 
military planners are preparing for a prolonged 
campaign.  "If we take more casualties this year, 
the world will not end," says one of the officers 
involved in plotting our strategy.  "Britain will not 
leave with its tail between its legs.  The thing 
that's keeping us going is that we understand this 
is a long-term thing, not something that's a quick 
fix.  We have the mindset that this is a 15-year 
endeavour."  In fact, the main problem might not 
be in the fields of Helmand, but in the living 
rooms of Britain and America.  The public must 
be convinced that the war in Afghanistan is worth 
fighting.  The current Defence Secretary, John 
Hutton, has appreciated more than most the need 
for Western countries to be in Afghanistan, and 
for NATO to remain unified.  If we do not fight 
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militant Islam in the mud-brick compounds of 
Helmand, we will be battling it on the streets of 
London.  We should also frequently remind 
ourselves of where the September 11 attacks came 
from.  Unfortunately, all too often the only news 
that reaches the public from Afghanistan is of the 
deaths of more British troops.  It is a complaint 
that irks those on the front line and undermines 
morale, because much has been achieved in 
Helmand despite the bloodshed.  The problem is 
compounded by the officials who fail to grasp the 
need for the media to report the story from the 
front line, or for honest and open debate about our 
presence and tactics.  
 The Government now seems to be using 
the system of embedding reporters to reward those 
who broadcast good news and punish those who 
reveal difficult truths.  But the tone was set from 
the start of our deployment in Helmand, when we 
slipped in a force of 3,300 paratroopers, clinging 
to the forlorn hope, as expressed by the then 
Defence Secretary, John Reid, that not one bullet 
would need to be fired. Several million rounds 
later, that force could soon have increased 
fivefold: 12,000 British soldiers, reinforced by an 
extra 5,000 Americans from this spring.  Such 
measures are long overdue. Following a visit to 
Helmand in 2006, an officer told me that, rather 
than the light brigade that was then battling the 
Taliban, we would need a division of up to 20,000 
troops to bring the province to heel.  He, like 
many others, knew that to fight a counter-
insurgency you need boots on the ground, to take 
and hold territory.  The current British force of 
8,000 can probably secure five major districts, but 
this means that in the rural areas there is little to 
protect the population from Taliban warlords.  I 
spent much of June accompanying the Parachute 
Regiment as they patrolled on foot through the 
province's villages.  The locals kept their distance, 
because they knew in a few days the British 
would be gone and the Taliban would be back, 
asking questions.  We need the numbers in 
Helmand to reassure the population that if they 
take the West's side, they need not fear 
retribution.  It is going to be tough to summon the 
extra 4,000 British troops for the campaign � and 
the request will not be warmly received by 
military chiefs, who know that the Army is 
exhausted after six years of fighting in Iraq.  But 
our leaders will probably answer the call from the 
White House, not least because Gordon Brown 

will want to cement his relationship with the new 
president.  One positive point is that the 
equipment failures that hampered the mission are 
being addressed, albeit in many cases thanks to 
reports in the media.  British commanders should 
finally get the helicopters needed to fight a 
campaign that has been ridiculously handicapped 
by the presence of just eight Chinooks to serve 
8,000 troops.  Counter-insurgency is about agility 
and surprise.  The Russians learnt that air assaults 
against the Mujahideen were mightily effective (at 
least until the Americans supplied the insurgents 
with Stinger surface-to-air missiles).  By the 
middle of this year, the first of up to eight Merlin 
helicopters will arrive in Helmand, followed by a 
dozen refurbished light Lynxes and another eight 
heavy Chinooks.  Finally, commanders will be 
able to mount operations that can respond quickly 
to intelligence on "high-value targets".  It will also 
mean fewer movements by roads that are 
becoming more of a target for the Taliban's 
increasingly effective roadside bombs.  Many will 
also welcome the news that the flimsy Snatch 
Land Rover will be withdrawn from operations 
outside our camps' perimeters by the end of this 
year, and the presence of two US brigade combat 
teams, which could, along with their substantial 
air mobility, be crucial in preventing the flow of 
fighters and guns to the Taliban from over the 
Pakistan border.  The result should be the creation 
of a breathing space for coalition forces in the 
centre of Helmand.  Some of our troops' most 
important accomplishments, however, have little 
to do with set-piece battles.  This summer saw 16 
Air Assault Brigade achieve a remarkable feat: 
getting a third turbine up to Kajaki dam, which 
will by 2010 be able to bring electricity to much 
of southern Afghanistan.  It was an operation that 
has enormous potential to win hearts and minds, 
not to mention an improvement in the Afghans' 
lives, even though it went largely unnoticed.  
Then there is the vexed issue of opium.  For four 
years, we have had to live with British soldiers 
patrolling through fields of poppies that produce 
the heroin that sends up to $500 million into 
Taliban coffers.  In 2006, John Reid made great 
play of tackling Helmand's drug problem, one 
responsible for 90 per cent of the heroin on 
Britain's streets.  But in order to avoid taking food 
out of the mouths of impoverished Afghan 
farmers, we have, in practice, ignored the issue.  
With American reinforcements arriving in 



13 
 

 

Helmand, however, the stage is set for us to take 
on the drug barons at last.  That, of course, will 
stir up an even more vigorous reaction.  But if our 
road-building operations go as planned, farmers' 
fruit will not rot on the way to market as it does 
now, making it a more viable crop than non-
perishable opium.  Similarly, the illegal 
checkpoints that fleece drivers will go, and 
Afghan security forces will be able to manoeuvre 
between towns more easily, despite the risk of 
roadside bombs.  That last is especially important, 
because one of the lessons learned from the 
American success in Iraq was that local security 
forces are key to fighting an insurgency.  The 
Afghan National Army is to be doubled to 
134,000 troops over the next five years, and will, 
it is hoped, gradually replace the 51,000 Nato 
troops.  For that to happen, however, the soldiers 
will have to be paid more than the current 
pittance, which is outstripped by the rewards for 
service in the Taliban.  "It is going to be an 
enduring, almighty scrap," says a former British 
commander in Afghanistan. It is hard to disagree 
� but withdrawal from the country is unthinkable.  
We have got to accept the setbacks that will 
inevitably come.  But we also have to convince 
the public that the death of a British soldier is not 
a defeat, but an unfortunate necessity in making 
Afghanistan, and the rest of the world, a safer 
place.  

So Who is Paying For It All? 
 I can accept all of the above even that we 
may be in for a fifteen-year struggle but what I 
don�t understand is who is paying for it all?  
Under its International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF) command, NATO has around 55,000 
forces in Afghanistan.  Added to these under US 
command are a further 20,000 troops, set to be 
increased by 30,000 in the coming months.  In 
comparison with Iraq, the US had over 150,000 
troops at the height of last year's "surge". 
Afghanistan has a population 16 percent larger 
than Iraq's and almost 50 percent more territory, 
presenting a much more challenging military 
environment due to its rugged terrain and lack of 
suitable roads.  In a speech to an international 
conference on January 15, Britain's defence 
secretary John Hutton delivered the UK 
government's sharpest public criticism of its 
European NATO allies as regards the US-led 
occupation of Afghanistan.  Urging an increase in 
NATO troop deployment to the most dangerous 

parts of Afghanistan, Hutton accused his 
European counter-parts of expecting the US to do 
all the "heavy lifting" and said it was time for 
them to "step up to the plate."  So, as was said in 
the above article headed �Afghanistan Needs 

More of Everything� on page 9:  
�The lion's share - 15,108 troops - is 
provided by the big shoulders and deep 
pockets of the US.  Equally predictably, 
Britain comes next with 7,740, followed by 
Germany with 3,155 and Italy with 2,395. A 
few countries have provided troop levels in 
the hundreds.  Four have the distinction, if 
that is the word, of producing the grand total 
of 21 between them: step forward 
Luxembourg (nine), Ireland (seven), Austria 
(three) and Switzerland (two)�.  

 So with Germany � who is providing the 
third largest contingent � but is only providing 
40% of Britain�s contribution and Italy, who is 

providing the fourth largest contingent � but is 
only providing 31% of Britain�s contribution and 
the rest of our NATO Allies only providing 
derisory numbers of troops.  Not only that, I�ll bet 

that not many of our NATO Allies are providing 
front-line troops either.  So I say again � who is 
paying for it all?  If we are providing the largest 
contingent of troops in Afghanistan � it follows 
unless of course the cost is shared out between our 
NATO Allies � that the war in Afghanistan is 
costing us the second largest bill for the conflict.  
So who is paying for it all?  Are we paying the 
second largest bill or is it being shared out?  I 
think that we all have a right to know.  So does 
anyone know? 

RAF Regiment Books 
 I am often asked for information about 
books about the RAF Regiment.  The following 
list is of the books that I know of that I am 
regularly adding to.  If anyone knows of any other 
books about the RAF Regiment, please let me 
know.   The details I need are the following; title, 
author, brief account of subject matter, year of 
first publication, who published it and the ISBN 
number.  The International Standard Book 
Number (ISBN) is a unique, numerical 
commercial book identifier.  A similar numeric 
identifier, the International Standard Serial 
Number (ISSN) identifies periodical publications 
such as magazines.  This month, you will see in 
the list below, that I have added more information 
about one in the list �The RAF Regiment�, a 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commerce
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Identifier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Serial_Number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magazine
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monthly magazine published by Nexus Special 
Interests in their series �Regiment� that features 

all the regiments of the British Army � AND � the 
RAF Regiment.  These magazines are published 
as an invaluable reference source for military 
historians, hobbyists and model makers.  As a 
magazine as well as an International Standard 
Book Number (ISBN) it has an International 
Standard Serial Number (ISSN) too ISSN 00819-
8277.  The RAF Regiment was featured in Issue 
Number 46 and was published in April 200.  Back 
numbers � if available - can be obtained from 
Nexus Subscription Services, Tower House, 
Sovereign Park, Larkhill Street, Market 
Harborough, Leicestershire or by telephoning 
01858 435344.  I have a copy and if no back 
numbers are available then if you have a copy too, 
it will surely become a collector�s item.   
"Khaki and Blue" the early ground defence of 
the RAF in WW2 by Colonel Ronald Sherbrooke-
Walker TD DL.  Published in 1952 by The Saint 
Catherine Press Ltd.  Now out of print.  No ISBN 
number. 
�A Short History of the RAF Regiment� from 
1942 to 1970 with a brief account of the approach 
to the problems of airfield defence in the RAF 
from 1918 to 1942 by Kingsley M Oliver.  Printed 
by Thanet Printing Works in 1969.  No ISBN 
Number. 
�The Battle of the Airfields 1st January 1945� 
by Norman L Franks.  About �Operation 
Bodenplatte�  when the Germans attempted to 
destroy the advanced Allied Airfields.  It goes into 
great detail about the involvement of the RAF 
Regiment and lists all the squadrons together with 
their �kills�, and the airfields the squadrons were 

on.  First published in 1982.  ISBN 1 898697 15 
9.  Republished by Grub Street in 1994 in an 
updated version. 
�The Blue and Khaki Hunters� Privately 
published in a Limited Edition of 500 copies in 
1993 by D F Sampson through Newton 
Publishers.  ISBN 1-872308-34-1.  Can be 
obtained directly from Mr D F Sampson, 17 
Shelley Close, Highcliffe on Sea, Chrsitchurch, 
Dorset, BH23 4HW.  Telephone number 01425 
279206. 
"Below the Bottom Rung" the RAF Regiment in 
Palestine by Edward Grocott.  Published in 1996 
by J and K H Publishing.  ISBN 1 900511 57 6. 
"Through Adversity" the History of the RAF 
Regiment 1942 - 1992 by Kingsley M Oliver.  

Published in 1997 by Forces and Corporate 
Publishing Ltd.  ISBN 0 9529597 0 4. 
"In Adversity" Exploits of Gallantry and Awards 
to the RAF Regiment and its Associated Forces 
1921 - 12995  by Nicholas G Tucker.  Published 
in 1997 by Jade Publishing Limited.  ISBN 1-
900734-08-7. 
"The RAF Regiment" History, Colours, 
uniforms and Equipment of the RAF Regiment.  
Edited by Stuart Asquith.  Published in 2000 by 
Nexus Special Interests Ltd.  Book Number 
001772.  Foreword by Air Commodore R C 
Moore, MBE, RAF, Commandant General, RAF 
Regiment. The RAF Regiment Today. The Early 
Years. The Formation of the Royal Air Force 
Regiment. The RAF Regiment at War. The Return 
to North West Europe. The War in South East 
Asia. The Post War Years. The RAF Regiment 
Since 1980. The RAF Museum. The RAF 
Regiment Chapel. The RAF Regiment 
Association.  Packed with superb full colour and 
black and white reproductions of paintings, 
sketches, and photographs, both contemporary 
and modern and including portraits of officers and 
men, groups, battles and engagements, uniforms, 
badges & insignia, equipment, colours, regimental 
devices, bands, and much more. 
"The RAF Regiment at War" 1942 - 1946 by 
Kingsley M Oliver.  Published in 2002 by Pen and 
Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 0-85052-852-6. 
"On the Road to Mandalay" featuring the life of 
the author Randle Manwaring focussing 
particularly on his time with the RAF Regiment in 
the Burma Campaign.  Published in 2006 by Pen 
and Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 1844154971.  
"Constant Vigilance" the RAF Regiment in the 
Burma Campaign by Nigel W M Warwick.  
Published in 2007 by Pen and Sword Books 
Limited. 
 In addition, other books have been 
privately published by their authors telling of their 
experiences in the RAF Regiment.  If anyone 
knows of any other books, please let me know.  
Electric Locomotive Number 91 005 
�The RAF Regiment 
 On Thursday 27th February 1992, to 
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the RAF 
Regiment, at the invitation of the then 
Commandant General Air Vice Marshal David 
Hawkins, General Sir Peter De La Billiere, carried 
out a naming ceremony at London�s Kings Cross 

Railway Station, by the naming of InterCity�s 
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Electric Locomotive Number 91 005 �The RAF 

Regiment�.    
  

 
 

Similar Electric Locomotive 91011 
 

 Since then, as far as I am aware, it has 
been busy hauling InterCity�s Type 225 trains up 

and down the East Coast Main Line but as far as I 
am aware, I have never heard it mentioned since.  
Do we have any railway enthusiasts that can tell 
us if it is still doing so? 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

Stainless steel eagle coming to the National 
Memorial Arboretum 
 A magnificent stainless steel eagle is set to 
be erected at the Midland-based National 
Memorial Arboretum in memory of fallen RAF 
servicemen and women.  The enormous bird, 
which will be made of around 1,000 specially 
hand-forged feathers, will be the centre piece of 
the RAF Association memorial garden at the 
arboretum in Alrewas, Staffordshire.  A small 
band of metal workers at Anwick, near Sleaford, 
Lincolnshire, forged the bird which will be 
surrounded by a segmented RAF roundel 
separated into four quarters to depict RAFA at the 
heart of RAF welfare.  The ground cutting 
ceremony, which marked the start of building 
work on the remembrance garden, took place at 
the arboretum on Wednesday 21st January and the 
garden is now set to be officially unveiled in 
September.  Project manager Neil Everall said: 
�The inspiration for the remembrance garden 
comes from the RAFA dedication, the end line of 
which is �we will remember them.  It is an 
opportunity for our members and all other people 
who have an interest in the RAF to celebrate and 
remember departed loved ones.  It will also serve 
to be the focus of our legacy and In Memorial 
giving.  There will be an opportunity for people to 
donate to the association and for a remembrance 
cross to be planted in the garden in memory of 

someone they love.�  The first piece of earth was 
dug by the President of the RAF Association, Air 
Marshal Philip Sturley, witnessed by three RAF 
veterans � two from RAFA Cannock Chase and 
one from the RAFA Tamworth branch.  The RAF 
Association provides welfare, help and support for 
any members of the RAF past and present and 
their families.  It is also the largest single service 
membership organisation in the United Kingdom, 
with around 74,000 members and almost 500 
branches. 
BRANCH APPEAL REMINDER 
 Remember that the only casualties the 
public tends to hear about are the fatalities but 
there are also the men and women who have had 
their lives ruined by multiple wounds.  So please 
remember the appeal your Branch Committee has 
set up for we are now regularly sending �goodies� 

to the lads in the Military Ward at Selly Oak 
Hospital and we need all the money that we can 
get.  So keep on sending your donation to Tom 
Magee for the lads need them.  This month we 
have had £70.00 from a Josie Smith Private 

Raffle.  Josie is a member of one of Valerie�s 
flower clubs, Peterbrook Flower Club and Josie 
set about buying raffle prizes at her own expense 
and then held the raffle at Peterbrook Flower 
Club, sold the tickets herself and raised the sum of 
£70.00.  Our grateful thanks to Josie and to all the 

members of the Club that took part in the raffle.  
Then there are the members of the Newton 
Women�s Institute, Great Barr, Birmingham.  

They meet at St Bernard�s Church, Broome Road, 

Great Barr and one of their members Hazel 
Bridgwood - who is the wife of our Minute 
Secretary Ken Bridgwood � told the members all 
about our Appeal and good for them, the ladies  
have donated the superb sum of £270.00 to our 
Appeal.  Our grateful thanks ladies.  On Friday 
morning 30th January, I was invited to visit them 
to give them a short talk about the Military Ward 
and to receive from the ladies of Newton 
Women�s Institute, a cheque for a magnificent 
£270.00.  This month too we have had another 
magnificent donation from the Norfolk Branch as 
the following letter from their Branch Secretary 
will tell you.  �Dear Malcolm.  I am pleased to tell 

you that I have sent cheques for £235.15 from the 

Norfolk Branch to Tom Magee for the 
Birmingham Branch Military Ward Appeal.  At 
our Branch Christmas Party, we had a �whip 

round� for the lads and raised £145.15.  Then we 
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received another cheque from Bob and Jacque 
Blackmore for £50.00, followed by three more 

fivers from our members, making £210.15.  But 
there is more � Graham, our Treasurer and his 
wife Jose, help to run a social club at Oulton 
Community Centre, mainly for seniors.  When the 
members heard about the Appeal, they kindly 
donated £25.00 � making a total of £235.15.  So 

how about that?  Best wishes for 2009.  Colin 
Clarke, Branch Secretary. 

******************** 
 Well how about that indeed Colin, 
absolutely magnificent.  Your latest donation 
brings the Norfolk Branch contribution to the 
Appeal Fund to a superb £570.15.  At this rate the 

Birmingham Branch will have to make a great 
effort to stay in front of the Norfolk Branch so 
come on lads, keep the donations coming in.  Well 
that�s all for now, look after yourselves and keep 

smiling. 

Malcolm    
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Sunday 1st March    2009 St David�s Day 
Thursday 12th March    2009 Branch Night 
Tuesday 17th March   2009 St Patrick�s Day 
Sun 15th � Mon 30th Mar  09 Battle For Meiktila 
Sunday 5th April    2009 Branch Reded Mem.l 
Thursday 9th April    2009 Branch Night 
Wednesday 23rd April   2009 St George�s Day 
Sunday 26th April    2009 ANZAC Day Parade 
Sunday 10th May    2009 Reded of Regt Chapel 
 

Thursday 14th May    2009 Branch Night 
Thursday 11th June    2009 Branch Night 
Sunday 14th June    2009 RAF Cosford Air Show 
Tuesday 16th June    2009 Branch 21st Anniversary 
Sunday 28th June    2009 RAF Reg.t Service at NMA 
Thursday 9th July   2009 Branch Night 
Thursday 13th August    2009 Branch Night 
Thursday 10th September  09 Branch Night 
Sunday 4th October    2009 Merchant Navy Day 
Thursday 8th October    2009 Branch Night 
Wednesday 21st Oct   2009 Battle of Trafalgar Day 
Sunday 1st November    2009 Midlands Fest of Rem. 
Sunday 8th Nov    2009 Remembrance Sunday 
Wednesday 11th Nov    2009 Remembrance Day 
Thursday 12th Nov   2009 Branch Night 
Saturday 14th Nov   2009 B�ham Poppy Ball 
Sat 28th-Sun 29th Nov   2009 B�ham Int Tattoo NIA 

DATES FOR 
YOUR 
DIARIES

MAKE
A

DATE
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