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Dear Readers. 
At this time of the year when Christmas is 

almost upon us, we look forward to the festive 
season when we will gather together with family 
and friends to celebrate Christmas.  Valerie and I 
wish everyone, members and their families � and 
all my readers who are not members � a 
wonderful, joyful and merry Christmas, and a 
happy and prosperous New Year.  May the 
coming year bring peace to the world.  May all 
your dreams come true and may good health and 
happiness be yours.  

As we do on every Christmas Eve at 9.00 
p.m., Valerie and I will raise a glass and drink a 
toast to �Absent Friends�.  This includes each and 

every one of you for you�ll all be in our thoughts, 

particularly those who have lost someone this 
year.  Christmas will be a very sad time for them 
for their loved ones will be sadly missed and will 
never be forgotten.  Words cannot heal their pain 
but we hope that time will help to heal their loss.   

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
 It is most important that we remember the 
dangers that our young men and women serving 
on operations are all facing, so please remember 
the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  
Please send any donations you may wish to make, 
to the Branch Treasurer Tom Magee and he will 
pass them on to the right place.   
 We still need money for the injured lads 
and lassies so see what you can do.  It may be that 
due to the article that I published in last month�s 

newsletter, some of you might have got the wrong 
idea that we have stopped collecting money for 
our injured troops.  Nothing could be further from 
the truth.   
 We have stopped collecting for the 
Military Ward Welfare Fund as it has plenty of 
money.  We are still collecting money for the 
further support of our injured troops.   
 However, it will be no good if we forget 
all about them after they leave Selly Oak Hospital 
or Headley Court, for those badly injured may 
need support and or assistance for the rest of their 
lives.  The Royal British Legion is the best option 
for this and this year our new Lord Mayor�s 

�Home for the Brave Appeal� is the best one for 

us to support this year.      

 

BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more. 

5th December Albert Clarke Newcastle under 
Lyme Staffordshire 

10th December Cyril Turner Walsall West 
Midlands 

11th December Colin Smith Warwick 
Warwickshire 

15th December John Bowen Totten Hampshire 
17th December Rod Hancock Burton on Trent 

Staffordshire 
25th December Peter Cole Shifnal Shropshire 

Updating National Records 
 The National Membership Secretary Linda 
Taylor has sent me a new form for updating all 
our personal details, and has asked all Branch 
Secretaries to pass these forms on to all members 
for you to fill in and return to the National 
Membership Secretary Linda Taylor � NOT TO 
ME.  You will find this form on the last page of 
this newsletter.  It�s easy to fill in and it most 
important that you do � particularly if you have 
changed your address or telephone number. 
 I hope I always pass on the address and 
telephone number changes to her but it is not 
unknown for me to fail to do so.  By completing 
this form, you will ensure that you will continue 
to receive the Association �Flash�. 

RAF Regiment News 
1 Squadron marks its 90th anniversary 

at RAF Honington 
By Rebecca Gough Friday 4th November 2011  

 Surrounded by camouflage, replica army 
vehicles, weapons and even a Second World War 
songstress, one may be forgiven for believing they 
had stumbled into a film set.  The veterans, troops 
and families at �A� Hangar at RAF Honington 
yesterday though, were not extras in an 
extravagant production but visitors to the 90th 
anniversary celebrations of 1 Squadron RAF 
Regiment.  
 The hangar was unrecognisable to visitors 
as they negotiated their way through camouflage 
hanging from the ceilings and displays depicting 
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the squadron�s conflicts from 1921-1945, the Cold 
War, Northern Ireland, Bosnia and Kosovo, Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  There were demonstrations of 
current equipment, weapons and vehicles, 
including a scaled-down replica Chinook, songs 
from the Second World War era, and even a 
climbing wall. 
 Gordon Todd, 83, served with 1 Squadron 
RAF Regiment during his national service 
between 1946 and 1948 when he drove an 
armoured car.  Mr Todd, of West Earlham in 
Norwich, first travelled from Dover to Port Said 
in Egypt and on to Jerusalem and Palestine.  He 
said: 
 �There was a lot of camaraderie in the 

regiment and we always stuck together.  Being 
here is very emotional but it�s very nice � we�re 

number one squadron, so the main one, so it�s 

important to remember the history.�  `He added: 
�There�s been a lot of change since I was in the 
RAF, with all its radar and that sort of thing, but I 
think it�s a good thing � you�ve got to keep up 

with the times.� 
 Now the oldest squadron in the Regiment, 
the Squadron can trace its roots back to the 
Number 1 Armoured Car Company formed at 
Heliopolis in Cairo in 1921.  Equipped with Rolls 
Royce Type A armoured cars, which became 
known as �tin trams�, the men were drawn from a 

collection of trades within the RAF and assigned 
to protect British interests in the Middle East.  
 Since then, 1 Squadron has seen regular 
active service and following the attacks on New 
York�s twin towers has been in almost constant 

deployment in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Squadron 
Commander, Squadron Leader Jim Rowe, said it 
was important for the airmen to recognise their 
history.  He said: 
 �Ethos is the end identity and identity 

helps with fighting power so remembering your 
history is important.  For the gunners it helps to 
understand where we�ve come from and where 

we�re going in the future. It underpins everything.  
It�s very humbling to be part of the Squadron and 
I�m very proud of all the troops I look after.  What 
you see today is the culmination of the efforts of 
the lads over the past couple of weeks with 
limited financial resources and I think it�s 

fantastic.�  Senior Aircraftman Kai Stevens, 17, 
from Bury St Emdunds, joined the RAF in 
September 2010 and is due to fly out to 
Afghanistan next year.  He said: 

 �Seeing what the squadron does is good.  
The vast array of where we�ve been is amazing.  
Some squadrons don�t have as many battle 

honours and it�s nice to know we have.  I turn 18 
just before I go next year and I�m excited already.  
I get asked by my friends how I�m feeling but I 

just think that it�s my job.� 
1 Squadron celebrates its 90th 
anniversary, Published in the Bury Free 
Press on Friday 4 November 2011 
 A squadron at RAF Honington has 
celebrated its 90th anniversary with a vast 
exhibition showcasing its history.  Serving and 
former personnel of 1 Squadron RAF Regiment 
flocked to the base to marvel at an array of 
equipment, weapons and vehicles from significant 
eras. 
 Events represented from the squadron�s 

lifespan included 1921-1945, the Cold War, 
Northern Ireland, Bosnia/Kosovo, Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  Squadron Leader Jim Rowe said: 
�This is the oldest squadron in the RAF Regiment.  
We trace our roots back to the No 1 Armoured 
Car Company which was formed in 1921.  They 
operated in Rolls Royce armoured cars in the 
Middle East.  This event is fantastic.  I�m very 

proud of the troops.  They�ve done an outstanding 

job.� 
 Senior Aircraftman Kai Stevens, 18, of 
Bury St Edmunds, who will serve in Afghanistan 
next year, said: �I�ve only been in the squadron a 

couple of months and it�s really good to see what 

they�ve done.� Gordon Todd, 83, of Norwich, 
who served in the squadron from 1946 to 48, 
added:  �I�m very pleased with the exhibition. 

There�s a lot of history to take in.� 
RAF Leuchars personnel return from 
Afghanistan 
 On Monday 31st October more than 150 
RAF Leuchars-based personnel returned safely 
from Afghanistan.  Number 6 Force Protection 
Wing including 58 Squadron, RAF Regiment, 
were reunited with family and friends following a 
successful seven month operational deployment as 
part of the RAF�s contribution to improved 

security in Afghanistan. 
 On Tuesday 8th November, the sky 
overhead may have been dark and foreboding but 
the mood on the ground was anything but sombre 
as heroes from RAF Leuchars were welcomed 
home to Fife following a gruelling deployment to 
war-torn Afghanistan. 



 

 

 

 There were joyful scenes on the streets of 
St Andrews as thousands gathered to show their 
appreciation for the brave Gunners.
appalling weather may have stymied plans for a 
dramatic fly-past by Typhoons from the nearby 
base, but it did absolutely nothing to spoil the 
unique atmosphere among the friends, families 
and well-wishers who turned out to pay tribute.
 Almost 200 servicemen from the Fife base 
have spent the last seven months in battle
Helmand Province, frequently risking their l
to defend the allied stronghold of Camp Bastion 
from insurgents. 
 6 FP Wing deployed to Camp Bastion in 
April in support of Op Herrick.
alongside the US Marine Corps and Afghan 
National Army, they have been providing a 
specialist, air-minded force protection capability 
in support of air operations in Afghanistan.
 Commanding officer of 6 FP W
Commander Dave Tait, said: �This has been an 

incredibly demanding seven months for the wing, 
operating in tough conditions and I could not be 
more proud of the way in which everyone 
involved has gone about their task.� 
 Squadron Leader David Stellitano, 
commanding officer of 58 Squadro
�Every single man has delivered an outstanding 

personal performance and played his part in 
ensuring the success of the squadron on 
operations.  It has been a complete team effort in 
providing the security and defence of Camp 
Bastion in order to allow freedom of air 
operations�.   
 �The threat of attack from rockets and 
improvised explosive devices was ever 
and we played our part in deterring such attacks, 
winning the consent of the Afghan people living 
in the area of operations.  The gunners deployed 
into the desert for days on end, enduring extremes 
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There were joyful scenes on the streets of 
St Andrews as thousands gathered to show their 

unners.  Tuesday's 
appalling weather may have stymied plans for a 

past by Typhoons from the nearby 
ely nothing to spoil the 

unique atmosphere among the friends, families 
wishers who turned out to pay tribute. 

Almost 200 servicemen from the Fife base 
have spent the last seven months in battle-scarred 
Helmand Province, frequently risking their lives 
to defend the allied stronghold of Camp Bastion 

6 FP Wing deployed to Camp Bastion in 
April in support of Op Herrick.  Working 
alongside the US Marine Corps and Afghan 
National Army, they have been providing a 

force protection capability 
in support of air operations in Afghanistan. 

Commanding officer of 6 FP Wing, Wing 
Commander Dave Tait, said: �This has been an 

incredibly demanding seven months for the wing, 
operating in tough conditions and I could not be 

re proud of the way in which everyone 

Squadron Leader David Stellitano, 
uadron, added: 

�Every single man has delivered an outstanding 

personal performance and played his part in 
success of the squadron on 

It has been a complete team effort in 
providing the security and defence of Camp 
Bastion in order to allow freedom of air 

The threat of attack from rockets and 
improvised explosive devices was ever present, 
and we played our part in deterring such attacks, 
winning the consent of the Afghan people living 

The gunners deployed 
into the desert for days on end, enduring extremes 

of temperature in challenging conditions and, 
despite this being the first operational tour for the 
majority of the squadron, they have excelled.
contribution to the medical emergency recovery 
team mission has earned 58 Squadron praise in 
theatre and seen us help save many lives and 
make a real difference in our time there.�
 Air Officer for Scotland and Station 
Commander RAF Leuchars, Air Commodore 
Gavin Parker, said: �I am delighted to welcome 

the officers and men of 6 FP Wing and 58 
Squadron safely back to Fife.
exemplary job in enabling air operations from 
Camp Bastion supporting NATO�s aim of a more 

stable Afghanistan.� 
 6 FP Wing and 58 Sq
opportunity to celebrate their achievements in 
Afghanistan with a homecoming parade through 
the streets of St Andrews on Tues
November.  The homecoming ceremony 
included a flypast and music from the Band of the 
RAF Regiment � was organised in conjunction 
with Fife Council and Fife Constabulary.

Gun memorial to air heroes 
Published in the Hartlepool Mail on Satur
5th November 
 A historic aircraft gun has taken pride of 
place at a military museum after a touching 
service.  A 1950s Bofors 
unveiled at the Heugh Gun Battery, on 
Hartlepool�s Headland.

dedicated to all ranks o
Regiment members and was officially accepted 
during a poignant service.
 Morgan Williams, S
Squadron RAF Regiment, gave a moving speech 
in front of squadron members, who have recently 
served in Afghanistan, and air 
minute�s silence was also held during the 

ceremony.  The service was a special milestone 
for veteran Wally Stewart, who helped to bring 
the gun to the museum from RAF Spadeadam, in 
Cumbria. 
 The 69-year-old former 
and dad-of-two from Seaton Carew, who is a 
volunteer at the battery, officially accepted the 
gun.  Mr Stewart was joined by his two 
grandsons, James Johnson, 16, and Sam Johnson, 
14, who plan to follow in their grandfather�s 

footsteps and sign up to the RAF.
 �I was in the Royal Air Force Regiment 

and worked on one of these in the 

of temperature in challenging conditions and, 
pite this being the first operational tour for the 

majority of the squadron, they have excelled.  Our 
contribution to the medical emergency recovery 
team mission has earned 58 Squadron praise in 
theatre and seen us help save many lives and 

erence in our time there.� 
Air Officer for Scotland and Station 

Commander RAF Leuchars, Air Commodore 
Gavin Parker, said: �I am delighted to welcome 

the officers and men of 6 FP Wing and 58 
Squadron safely back to Fife.  They have done an 

enabling air operations from 
Camp Bastion supporting NATO�s aim of a more 

g and 58 Squadron had the 
opportunity to celebrate their achievements in 
Afghanistan with a homecoming parade through 
the streets of St Andrews on Tuesday, 8th 

The homecoming ceremony � which 
a flypast and music from the Band of the 

as organised in conjunction 
with Fife Council and Fife Constabulary. 

Gun memorial to air heroes  
Published in the Hartlepool Mail on Saturday 

aircraft gun has taken pride of 
place at a military museum after a touching 

A 1950s Bofors L40-70 Gun has been 
unveiled at the Heugh Gun Battery, on 
Hartlepool�s Headland.  The weapon has been 
dedicated to all ranks of Royal Air Force 
Regiment members and was officially accepted 
during a poignant service. 

Morgan Williams, Squadron Leader of 34 
Squadron RAF Regiment, gave a moving speech 
in front of squadron members, who have recently 
served in Afghanistan, and air veterans.  A 
minute�s silence was also held during the 

The service was a special milestone 
for veteran Wally Stewart, who helped to bring 
the gun to the museum from RAF Spadeadam, in 

old former Flight Sergeant 
o from Seaton Carew, who is a 

volunteer at the battery, officially accepted the 
Mr Stewart was joined by his two 

grandsons, James Johnson, 16, and Sam Johnson, 
14, who plan to follow in their grandfather�s 

footsteps and sign up to the RAF.  He said: 
�I was in the Royal Air Force Regiment 

and worked on one of these in the Regiment.  It 

http://bfbs.com/news/sites/ssvc.com.bfbs.news/files/images/internal_articles/homecoming_0.jpg


 

 

would have been a low-level air defence gun and 
it fired four rounds a second.  It put up so much 
metal in the air that any aircraft flying through 
that would just run into metal.� 
 Mr Stewart said he used a similar gun in 
1974 in Cyprus when the Turks invaded the 
Mediterranean country.  He added that the gun 
became outdated in the 1970s with the 
introduction of more super-sonic weapons and 
was replaced by the Rapier mis
grandfather-of-four added:  
 �When John Southcott from the battery 

said he was going to get one, I said I would help 
him get one on the premise that I could dedicate it 
as a memorial to the Royal Air Force Regiment.
spent 22 years in the Regiment and for me to get 
one of these and to get the officer to come and 
unveil it for me, I�m over the moon.� 
 Squadron leader Williams, whose 
squadron is based at RAF Leeming in North 
Yorkshire, told the Mail: �This reflects our history 

and where we came from.  This is the sort of gun 
the squadron used to use in Cyprus.
an honour to have something with your 
squadron�s plaque on it.� 
 Gun battery manager Vanessa Sanderson 
said: �When the gun first arrived, it was covered 
in rust and had grass growing out of it.
volunteers have worked really hard to bring it 
back to this status and it�s a great addition to the 

museum�. 
Ground-to-air missiles could be 
deployed at London Olympics
 Ground-to-air missiles manned by the 
RAF Regiment will be deployed to protect the 
London Olympics next year, under a plan being 
drawn up by the Ministry of Defence.
RAF and Royal Navy have such weapons in their 
arsenals, but it would be the first time they are 
deployed to protect civilians, defence offi
said 
 The defence secretary, Philip Hammond, 
confirmed the plan after the Guardian reported 
that the US has raised repeated concerns about 
security at the London Olympics and is preparing 
to send up to 1,000 of its agents, including 500 
from the FBI, to cover the Games. 
 Hammond's predecessor, Liam Fox, raised 
the issue of security in the Commons on Monday,
saying that surface-to-air missiles had been 
deployed at the Olympic Games at Atlanta in 
1996. 
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Squadron leader Williams, whose 

squadron is based at RAF Leeming in North 
Yorkshire, told the Mail: �This reflects our history 

This is the sort of gun 
the squadron used to use in Cyprus.  It�s always 

an honour to have something with your 

Gun battery manager Vanessa Sanderson 
it was covered 

rowing out of it.  The 
volunteers have worked really hard to bring it 

it�s a great addition to the 

air missiles could be 
deployed at London Olympics 

manned by the 
deployed to protect the 

London Olympics next year, under a plan being 
drawn up by the Ministry of Defence.  Both the 
RAF and Royal Navy have such weapons in their 
arsenals, but it would be the first time they are 
deployed to protect civilians, defence officials 

The defence secretary, Philip Hammond, 
confirmed the plan after the Guardian reported 
that the US has raised repeated concerns about 
security at the London Olympics and is preparing 
to send up to 1,000 of its agents, including 500 

Hammond's predecessor, Liam Fox, raised 
the issue of security in the Commons on Monday, 

air missiles had been 
deployed at the Olympic Games at Atlanta in 

 He asked Hammond to confirm "there will 
be a full level of multilayered defence and 
deterrence for the London Games, including 
ground-to-air based missiles in London".
 The defence secretary replied: "I can 
assure you that all necessary measures to ensure 
the security and safety of the London Olympic 
Games will be taken, including, if the advice of 
the military is that it is required, appropriate 
ground-to-air defences."
 Surface-to-air missiles are deployed in 
Britain and operated by the RAF Regiment to 
protect air bases.  Navy ships, which are also 
likely to be deployed alongside London's 
docklands, also carry them. 
Tornado or Typhoon jets are on perm
standby in the event of 
aircraft over Britain. 
Lübeck Blankensee Airport
 In the August 2011 edition of �Britai

War magazine, on pages 36 and 37, I found a very 
interesting article about a RAF Regiment Flight in 
World War Two that was involved in capturing 
Blankensee airfield (now known as 
Blankensee Airport) near 
Germany. 

 
 Lübeck Blankensee Airport
some airlines as Hamburg Lübeck Airport, is an 

airport in Germany located 8 km (5.0 mi) south of 
Lübeck city centre.  It is also thirty
km) northeast of Hamburg.
Hamburg Metropolitan Area and
after Hamburg Airport.  
 The construction of 
1916 and was completed in 1917. 
of Lübeck airfield started after 
With the end of First World War 
airfield was shut down 
and the airfield was set up again 

He asked Hammond to confirm "there will 
level of multilayered defence and 

deterrence for the London Games, including 
air based missiles in London". 

The defence secretary replied: "I can 
assure you that all necessary measures to ensure 
the security and safety of the London Olympic 

s will be taken, including, if the advice of 
the military is that it is required, appropriate 

air defences." 
air missiles are deployed in 

Britain and operated by the RAF Regiment to 
Navy ships, which are also 

y to be deployed alongside London's 
docklands, also carry them.  A group of RAF 
Tornado or Typhoon jets are on permanent 
standby in the event of terrorists hijacking an 

Lübeck Blankensee Airport 
In the August 2011 edition of �Britain at 

War magazine, on pages 36 and 37, I found a very 
interesting article about a RAF Regiment Flight in 
World War Two that was involved in capturing 
Blankensee airfield (now known as Lübeck 

) near Lübeck in northern 

nkensee Airport, known by 
some airlines as Hamburg Lübeck Airport, is an 

airport in Germany located 8 km (5.0 mi) south of 
.  It is also thirty-four miles (54 

northeast of Hamburg.  The airport serves the 
Hamburg Metropolitan Area and is second in size 

   
he construction of the airport began in 

and was completed in 1917.  The operations 
started after it was completed.  

With the end of First World War however, the 
 but in 1933, it re-opened 

was set up again and greatly 
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extended.  By May 1942 however and with defeat 
inevitable, the Germans still fought on and their 
airfields still posed a threat to the Allies.  So in 
the midst of all the fighting, a small British party 
set off to try and seize the Luftwaffe�s Lübeck 

airfield intact before the German ground crews 
could destroy the aircraft and airfield facilities. 
 On the afternoon of 1st May 1945, a party 
of two officers and a sergeant from the RAF�s 

5022 (Airfield construction) Squadron, escorted 
by a Troop of 2806 (Armoured) Squadron under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Russell MC, 
set out for the airfield on what was officially 
termed an �inspection�.   
 `Earlier that morning, an intelligence 
report had identified seventy to eight aircraft at 
the airfield dispersed around the airfield in an 
orderly fashion.  A later report was then received 
which indicated that the Germans had begun to set 
fire to the aircraft and to destroy the runway. 
How to capture an airfield 
 

 The Allied forces were continuing to push 
forward but the Germans were still defending the 
town of Lübeck but Lieutenant Colonel Russell 
was told that it was expected that the road through 
to the airfield would be clear of enemy troops by 
20.00 hours that evening.   
 At 17.00 hours 11th Armoured Division 
finally occupied Lübeck itself although this still 
left a pocket of German resistance around the 
airfield and Lieutenant Colonel Russell�s party 

was warned to act carefully.  They soon reached 
the village of Grob Gronau, twelve miles east-
south-east of the airfield.   
 But Grob Gronau was heavily defended by 
the enemy armed with machine guns, 88 mm guns 
and light automatics and over towards the airfield, 
anti-aircraft guns could be seen in action against 
Allied aircraft, and as darkness was approaching, 
Russell decided to wait until the following 
morning.  During the night, a RAF Regiment 
Flight joined up with Russell�s party. 
 At 07.00 hours, they set off again but no 
information could be obtained about the airfield.  
Two armoured cars and two jeeps went on ahead 
along a dusty track leading from the village to the 
airport.  When they came into view of the airfield 
they were seen by the defenders who ran to their 
anti-aircraft guns.  The airfield itself was alive 
with ground crew busily engaged with burning the 
aircraft. 

 The armoured cars aimed their Bren Guns 
at the nearest anti-aircraft gun crew who were 
ordered to stand away from their weapons.  A 
short time later, a white flag was waved from the 
gun positions and Blankensee airfield had 
surrendered.   
 Within a short time about seven hundred 
prisoners had been seized including seventeen 
German female Luftwaffe personnel who had 
been flown in from Rostock the previous day to 
escape the advancing Russians.  The final tally 
amounted to some two thousand men and women. 
 The airfield had been considerably 
damaged by the Germans but the power and 
pumping stations were captured intact, thus 
ensuring that there would be no interruption in the 
supply of water and electricity.   
 In a railway siding next to the airfield, two 
trains were found, one consisting of fifty-six 
trucks, had the engine still steaming.  The trains 
contained considerable quantities of new technical 
equipment, maps, meteorological apparatus and 
twelve brand-new 3.7 inch guns.   
 This was a significant achievement by 
Russell�s small party and Lübeck Blankensee 
became the first airfield to be captured by the 
RAF Regiment in the European theatre of 
operations whilst hostilities were ongoing. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM 
(NMA) UPDATE 

National Memorial Arboretum 
campaign for Land Girls monument 

 A fundraising campaign has started for a 
memorial to the women who served in the Land 

http://farm5.static.flickr.com/4116/4758833931_163d4b0397.jpg
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Army during World War II.  The Women's Food 
and Farming Union (WFU) said it hoped to raise 
£100,000 for a bronze sculpture at the National 

Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire.   
 Julie Scott, from the WFU, said: "They fed 
Britain throughout the war and they deserve the 
tribute of a permanent memorial to acknowledge 
this." 
 The sculpture would be based on a 
wartime recruitment poster.  It will also 
commemorate the work of the Women's Timber 
Corp, known as "Lumber Jills". 
 The WFU said that by 1943, 80,000 
women were serving in the Land Army, 
producing 70% of Britain's food.  The Women's 
Land Army was first formed in 1917.  Women 
were trained in agricultural skills and posted to 
work on farms across the UK. 
 The fundraising campaign is being co-
ordinated by the local Staffordshire branch of the 
WFU. 
 The Land Army and Timber Corps played 
vital roles in wartime replacing the men who were 
away fighting.  The women were called up to 
work on farms to produce the food needed to keep 
the country going.  Despite their importance their 
role is still often overlooked. 
 The women who joined the Land Army 
faced a tough task as farming differed greatly 
from today.  There was no mechanised digging 
and no heated cabs to offer protection from the 
weather. 
 The Timber Corps had an equally tough 
job learning how to fell trees.  Not only was the 
work arduous, but many women called up had no 
previous experience of the jobs they would be 
carrying out.  
 "We worked so hard and at the end of the 
war we didn't have the recognition that other 
groups did," said Freida Feetham, a veteran Land 
Girl.  "It is a real pleasure that our efforts are now 
being recognised�. 

Future Events at the NMA 
Saturday 10th December 2011   
 On Saturday 10th December at 11.30 a. m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and later onsite, a 
memorial service and dedication of memorial 
stone will be held for HMS Prince of Wales and 
HMS Repulse.  The service commemorates the 
70th anniversary of the loss of the ships.  
Standards are welcome to attend.   

 For further information contact Mrs Helen 
Rickard (Secretary) on 0208 657 3915 or <
hrickard1000@aol.com> or see the website 
<www.forcez-survivors.org.uk. 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT SECRETARY 
DEATHS: 
 JENNINGS ALFRED.  Former RAF 
Regt LAC Alfred JENNINGS, born 25 Jul 24, 
died on 24 Oct 11 aged 87.  He joined the RAF on 
26 Aug 42 and served in India (Dec 45 - Mar 46), 
Malaya (Mar 46 � May 46) and in Burma (May 
46 � Oct 46).  No further Service details are 
known.   
 The funeral took place at the Forest of 
Dean Crematorium, Gloucestershire, at 11.30 on 
Tue 8 Nov 11.  Family flowers only were 
requested but donations may be made to the 
Macmillan Nurses charity.  He is survived by his 
wife, Christine, of 18 Third Avenue, Greytree, 
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7HS, to whom 
the Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
 WELCH REGINALD.  Former RAF 
Regt SAC Reginald WELCH, born 30 Apr 42, 
died on 3 Aug 11 aged 69.  He joined the RAF in 
Jun 62, serving on 27 Sqn SRAF Regt at RAF 
Akrotiri and on 51 Sqn RAF Regt in 1965 in 
Zambia.  No further Service details are known.  
 He was a member of the Scottish Branch 
of the RAF Regt Assoc.  The funeral was held on 
11 Aug 1.  He is survived by his wife, Margaret, 
of 10 Minto Cres, Glenrothes, Fife KY6 1LP, to 
whom the Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
NEW NOTICES: 
RAF ARMOURED CARS ASSOCIATION 
 The RAF AC Assoc will hold the 
following events in 2012: 
- Spring Reunion : 12-13 Apr 12 (Dinner on 13 
Apr). 
- Autumn Reunion : 18-19 Oct 12 (Diiner on 19 
Oct). 
 It has also been announced that Air Cdre R 
La Forte has become the first Hon President of the 
RAF AC Assoc.  
AUTHORITY TO WEAR THE PINGAT 
JASA MALAYSIA (PJM) MEDAL 
 British veterans awarded the Pingat Jasa 
Malaysia (PJM) Medal have been given 

mailto:hrickard1000@aol.com


8 
 

 

permission by HM The Queen to wear it for the 
first time.  The Government of Malaysia 
introduced the medal in 2005 and awarded it to 
British and Commonwealth veterans who served 
in the conflict in Malaya in the late 1950s and 
1960s.  
 Approval is not normally given for foreign 
medals to be accepted if British recognition for a 
campaign has already been presented.  Previously, 
veterans had been able to accept but not wear the 
medal.  It has now been agreed they can both 
accept and wear the PJM Medal.  This was done 
to recognise the generous gesture by the King and 
Government of Malaysia, and their wish to award 
the PJM Medal in recognition of service given by 
many veterans in the difficult years leading up to 
and following Malaysian independence.  
CENOTAPH REMEMBRANCE PARADE 
2012 
 Many would have seen the good TV 
coverage of the RAF Regt Assoc contingent and 
the wider Corps in Whitehall on Sun 13 Nov.  It is 
intended that a major effort will be made in 2012 
to parade in strength at the annual Remembrance 
Parade at the Cenotaph in London to celebrate the 
Corps� 70

th anniversary.  
 Details will be issued in mid-2012 but 
those interested should earmark the date � Sun 11 
Nov 12 � in their diaries.  Marchers will be part of 
the RAF Regt Assoc contingent and it is expected 
that they would be members of the Assoc.  
Number will be limited and individuals should 
register their interest as soon as the calling note is 
issued.  
EXERCISE NORTHERN EXPOSURE 3 
 Planning has commenced for a Corp 
sailing expedition to Greenland in May 13.  
Volunteers are now sought from across the FP 
Force to join what will be an extremely 
demanding expedition.  Interested individuals 
should email Wg Cdr M J STOWERS, OC 4 FP 
Wg, at 4PWGHQ-OC@mod.uk for further 
details.  
CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR THE 
DEPLOYED TROOPS 2011 (UPDATED) 
 As achieved in 2009-10, we will be 
inviting donations towards a Christmas Cheer 
fund for the operationally deployed RAF Regt 
personnel this year.  The main objective is � apart 
from enhancing our personnel�s well-being - to 
reduce the loading on the critical logistics chain at 
that time of year and to encourage people to 

support this venture, rather than try to send 
parcels to the deployed personnel at a time when 
families are also trying to send gifts to them.  
 It also means that precious money is not 
wasted in postal charges.  Any donations may be 
sent to the Regtl Sec at RAF Honington.  Cheques 
should be made payable to the �RAF REGT 

FUND�.  Donations should reach the Regtl Sec no 
later than 6 Dec 11 to ensure that the money gets 
to Theatre in good time.  
CENTURION JOURNAL 2012 
 Recent problems with IT and the increased 
work demanded by the larger content of the now 
annual Centurion Journal means that it will not be 
published until sometime in Dec 11, which means 
that its distribution may well be into the New 
Year.  Subscribers will be notified when it is with 
the distributors.  
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
* Provisional Dates 
19 Dec - 90th Birthday of 1 ACC/1 Sqn RAF Regt.  
 2012 
28 Jan - RAF Regt Assoc NEC Mtg 1-11 (RAF 
Scampton) 
2 Feb - Corps Operational Review (RAF 
Honington). 
3 Feb - Corps 70th Anniversary Commemoration 
Service (Bury St Edmunds).  
3 Feb - Corps Officers� Briefing and Corps 

Formation Dinner 2012 (RAF Honington). 
6 Feb - 70th Anniversary of the Formation of the 
RAF Regt. 
7 Apr - 90th Birthday of 2 ACC / II Sqn RAF 
Regt. 
12-13 Apr - RAF AC Assoc Spring Reunion � 
Morley Hayes (Dinner on 13 Apr)  
11-14 May - RAF Regt Assoc Spring Social 
(Nidd Hall, Nr Harrogate). 
12 May - Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration (Catterick). 
30 May - RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Reception 2012 (House of Lords) � * Date 
Change 
4 Jun * - Naming Ceremony (for those killed in 
2011) at the National Armed Forces' Memorial 
(NMA Alrewas). 
15 Jun - 63 Sqn RAF Regt Assoc Reunion (Union 
Jack Club, London). 
30 Jun - UK Veterans� Day + RAF Regt Annual 

Memorial Commemoration (NMA Alrewas) 
19 Jul - II Sqn RAF Regt 90th Anniversary 
Families� Day (RAF Honington). 
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21 Jul - RAF Regt Assoc NEC Mtg 2
TBC) 
1 Aug - Centurion Journal 2012 - Article 
Deadline. 
28 Sep � 1 Oct - RAF Regt Assoc AGM and 
Reunion (Wyboston Lakes) 
18-19 Oct - RAF AC Assoc Autumn Reunion 
Morley Hayes (Dinner on 19 Apr)  
26 Oct - RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner 2012 (RAF Club, London). 
11 Nov - Remembrance Day (Nationwide).
2013 
31 Jan - Corps Operational Review (RAF 
Honington). 
1 Feb - 71st Anniversary of the Formation of the 
RAF Regt. 
1 Feb* - Corps 71st Anniversary Commemoration 
Service (Bury St Edmunds). 
1 Feb - Corps Officers� Briefing and Corps 
Formation Dinner 2012 (RAF Honington).
11 May - Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration (provisional date, Catterick).
28 Jun - RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Ladies 

Dinner Night (Morley Hayes, nr Derby).
29 Jun - UK Veterans� Day + RAF Regt Annual 

Memorial Commemoration (NMA Alrewas)
8 Nov - RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner 2013 (RAF Club, London). 

Joke Time 

 
The computer swallowed grandpa

The computer swallowed grandpa,
yes, honestly it�s true! 

He  pressed 'control and 'enter'
And disappeared from view.

 
It  devoured him completely,

The thought just makes  me squirm.
he  must have caught a virus
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RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 
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Corps Operational Review (RAF 

Anniversary of the Formation of the 

Anniversary Commemoration 
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Formation Dinner 2012 (RAF Honington). 

Commemoration (provisional date, Catterick). 
RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Ladies 

Dinner Night (Morley Hayes, nr Derby). 
UK Veterans� Day + RAF Regt Annual 
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RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

he computer swallowed grandpa 
The computer swallowed grandpa, 

 
He  pressed 'control and 'enter' 

disappeared from view. 

It  devoured him completely, 
The thought just makes  me squirm. 

he  must have caught a virus 

Or been eaten by a worm.

I've searched through  the recycle bin
And files of every kind;

I've even used the  Internet,
But nothing did I f

In  desperation, I asked Jeeves
My  searches to refine.

The reply from him was negative,
Not a thing was found  'online.'

So, if inside your  'Inbox,'
My  Grandpa you should see,

Please 'Copy, Scan' and  'Paste' him
And send him back to me.

Have a history teacher explain this 
he can

 Abraham Lincoln was elected to congress 
in 1846 John F Kennedy was elected to congress 
in 1946.  Abraham Lincoln was elected president 
in 1860 John F Kennedy was elected president in 
1960.  The names Lincoln & Kenne
contain 7 letters.  Both were particularly 
concerned with civil rights.
child while living in the White House.  Both 
presidents were shot on Friday.  
Both presidents were shot in the head.
 Lincoln's secretary was named Kennedy.
Kennedy's secretary was named Lincoln.
were assassinated by southerners.  Both were 
succeeded by Southerners
Andrew Johnson who succeeded Lincoln was 
born in 1808.  Lyndon Johnson who succeeded 
Kennedy was born in 1908.
 John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated 
Lincoln was born in 1839.  Lee Harvey Oswald 
who assassinated Kennedy was born in 1939.
Both assassins were known by their three names.  
Both names are composed of 15 letters.
 Lincoln was shot in a theatre named 
Kennedy.  Kennedy was shot in a car called 
Lincoln.  Booth ran from the theatre and was 
caught in a warehouse.  Oswald ran from the 
warehouse and was caught in a theatre.
and Oswald were assassinated before their trials.
And here's the kicker.  A week before Li
was shot he was in Monroe, Maryland.  A week 
before Kennedy was shot, he was in Marilyn 
Monroe.  Creepy huh ??
 Well that�s all for now, keep smiling if 

you can, stay happy and have a great Christmas.

Or been eaten by a worm. 
 

I've searched through  the recycle bin 
And files of every kind; 

I've even used the  Internet, 
But nothing did I find. 

 
In  desperation, I asked Jeeves 

My  searches to refine. 
The reply from him was negative, 

Not a thing was found  'online.' 
 

So, if inside your  'Inbox,' 
My  Grandpa you should see, 

Please 'Copy, Scan' and  'Paste' him 
And send him back to me. 

acher explain this - if 
he can 

Abraham Lincoln was elected to congress 
in 1846 John F Kennedy was elected to congress 

Abraham Lincoln was elected president 
in 1860 John F Kennedy was elected president in 

The names Lincoln & Kennedy each 
contain 7 letters.  Both were particularly 
concerned with civil rights.  Both wives lost a 
child while living in the White House.  Both 
presidents were shot on Friday.   
Both presidents were shot in the head. 

Lincoln's secretary was named Kennedy.  
Kennedy's secretary was named Lincoln.  Both 
were assassinated by southerners.  Both were 
succeeded by Southerners - named Johnson.  

ndrew Johnson who succeeded Lincoln was 
born in 1808.  Lyndon Johnson who succeeded 
Kennedy was born in 1908. 

es Booth, who assassinated 
Lincoln was born in 1839.  Lee Harvey Oswald 
who assassinated Kennedy was born in 1939.  
Both assassins were known by their three names.  
Both names are composed of 15 letters.   

Lincoln was shot in a theatre named 
nedy was shot in a car called 

Booth ran from the theatre and was 
caught in a warehouse.  Oswald ran from the 
warehouse and was caught in a theatre.  Booth 
and Oswald were assassinated before their trials.  

nd here's the kicker.  A week before Lincoln 
was shot he was in Monroe, Maryland.  A week 
before Kennedy was shot, he was in Marilyn 

Creepy huh ?? 
Well that�s all for now, keep smiling if 

and have a great Christmas.   
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Thursday 12th January   2012 Branch Night 
Saturday 21st January    2012 NEC Mtg Venue TBA 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 70th Ann RAF Regt 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 Branch Subs Due 
Thursday 9th Feb    2012 Branch AGM 
Thurs 8th March     2012 Branch Night 
Thurs 12th April     2012 Branch Night 
Thursday 10th May     2012 Branch Night 
Fri 11th-Mon 14th May   2012 Spr Reunion Nidd Hall 
 

Saturday 12th May    2012 Annual Chapel Comm. 
Thursday 14th June     2012 Branch Night 
Saturday 16th June     2012 24th Ann B�ham Branch 
Sunday 24th June     2012 National Service Day 
Sunday 24th June     2012 Mem Service Plymouth Ho 
Sunday 24th June     2012 Allied Air Forces Mem 
Saturday 30th June    2012 Regt Ann Comm NMA 
Thursday 14th July     2012 Branch Night 
Thursday 9th August    2012 Branch Night 
Thursday 13th Sept    2012 Branch Night 
Sunday 6th October     2012 Merchant Navy Day 
Thursday 11th Oct    2012 Branch Night 
Sunday 21st October     2012 Battle of Trafalgar 
Sunday 4th November     2012 Midlands Fest of Rem 
Saturday 10th Nov     2012 B�ham Poppy Ball 
Sunday 11th Nov     2012 Remembrance Sunday 
Sat 24th-Sun 25th Nov     2012 B�ham Int Tattoo 

DATES FOR 
YOUR 
DIARIES

MAKE
A

DATE
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