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President’s Message 

   Less than half a year and we’re at the AGM 
already! First I should state that I was honoured 
to be entrusted with the position of President 
though only for a short duration. Never the less, 
the rest of the interim Executive and myself have 
managed to keep the Chapter afloat. Thank you 
to all of you which of course does include Jim 
Stewart, far away in B.C. 
   I would hazard a guess that the highlight of our 
short tenure was the reception for one of our 
own, ex S.A.C. Sean Allerton when he and a 
family member travelled from Britain and while 
here in Canada, visited Hamilton Warplane 
Heritage Museum. Sean is the body behind the 
500 mile wheelchair challenge and was able to 
add another mile under his belt by pushing his 
Wheelchair from the Museum entrance to almost 
the Airport building entrance and back again. 
    Yours truly felt honoured to walk alongside 
him for the mile carrying our Chapter Standard. 
I’m sure I was more winded than he after that 
effort! Following the “Push”, Sean was driven to 
the 447 wing H.Q. building were we all met up 
again, Secretary Iain Purves along with Marion 
and “Kit Wallah” Willie Wood and myself.  
   Collectively, the Chapter was then able to 
present Sean with a cheque for $300.00 
Canadian which was instantly converted by 
electronic means to British pounds and 
deposited into the Trust Fund supporting the 
various Charities named by Sean such as RAF 
Benevolent fund and others. 

 
  David presenting Sean with the signed copy! 

 
 
 As Sean had had a number of photographs 
taken with the “Lanc” we also presented him 
with a book about the only two“Lancaster” 
bombers still flying, and which we all signed on 
behalf of the Chapter. 
   I would urge you to go to www.push500.com  
and see what Sean has accomplished so far.  I 
am sure you will find more in the Chapter 
Chatter concerning this event. 
   Due to some health problems and work 
commitments, I was unable this past spring to 
organize the Annual “Jim Denison Car Rally” but 
hopefully we should be back on track for that, 
next spring.  
   We were able to parade our Standard at the 
Annual Warriors Day parade in August at the 
C.N.E. Although small in number, our group 
elicited appreciative applause from those in the 
stands as well as along the parade route. My 
thanks to those who joined me in the march, 
Murdoch Ferguson, Willie Wood, my friends Jim 
DeForge (U.N. Peacekeeper) and BSM Jim 
MacDonald, late of the R.C.A.  Thanks also to 
Secretary Iain Purves who stepped smartly from 
the stands and presented a snappy salute as 
our Standard passed his position. 
   We also recently paraded at St .Paul’s Church 
for the Annual “Dressing of the Graves” 
ceremony which you may read more about in 
the Chapter Chatter. My thanks to Tom Drinkeld, 
Iain Purves, Marion Purves and Willie wood who 
attended and acknowledged our Standard 
proudly flying on that fine Sunday Morning! 
  As I am writing this in the early morning 
preceding the AGM, I am reminded that our 
interim Secretary and others on the executive 
have put in countless hours on your behalf over 
the last 14 years to give members the 
experience of staying connected, or, of sharing 
in the comradeship only to be found in ex 
service organizations such as ours. Let us all 
take a moment to remember, that those who 
have gone before us, put in their time too and 
strived to live by the Regiment motto, “Per 
Ardua”. Those two words have meant a great 
deal to me during most of my adult life. I hope 
they mean a lot to all of you too!  
 David Jeffrey                        Interim President 
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AGM 
   It was with extreme pleasure that we were 
able to meet Lorna and Nicholas Hatch who had 
travelled up from St. Thomas to join us. 
Unfortunately such was not to be the case since 
Lorna gracefully declined our invitation to stay 
citing her first outing since suffering a severe 
case of the dreaded ‘Shingles”. 
 
   Their journey had a fuller purpose however 
because Nickolas had brought with him the last 
pages of father Norm ‘Ike’ Hatch’s papers of his  
journeying to be donated to the Regimental 
Museum at RAF Honington. 
 

      
     John and Claire Bamlett count the ballots 
 
   Our AGM was held on Saturday 24

th
 

September at 447 Wing, Mount Hope. Interim 
President David Jeffrey welcomed the members, 
who although only the usual ‘safe faces’ showed 
up, they were never the less willing to stand for 
office. Thank you, David Jeffrey, Marion and Iain 
Purves, Willie Wood and Claire and John 
Bamlett! Apologies were received from Brian 
Patten and Jim Stewart. 
 
    Each of the Interim members presented their 
reports in a clear and concise manner and many 
items were discussed in the appropriate manner. 
Of immediate interest was the notification from 
our National Association of a document 
regarding our Data Protection Protocol. Although 
simplistic in its content it was felt that it is an 
important enough document for every member 
to have a copy, and as such it will be circulated 
along with a copy of the current AGM reporting.. 
 
    Our ballots were ably counted by John and 
Claire Bamlett who, after tabulating their 
findings, submitted them as a true 
representation of the membership’s choice for 
your next Executive. Duly elected were 
President, David Jeffrey, Secretary, Iain C. 
Purves, Treasurer David Jeffrey, Directors, 

Marion Purves, Jim Stewart, Willie Wood and 
Brian Patten. 
 

 
  President David cutting the Ceremonial Cake 
  
  With all of the current business completed, it 
was, as per our tradition, time for our  new 
President to cut this year’s President’s cake.  
Our AGM this year was held on the same date 
as the 447 Wing “Meat Draw”, which saw us all 
dipping into our pockets in support of their 
raffling off of frozen meats. 
      

 
                Guess who the winner was! 
 
Secretary’s Notes  
 
   This has been one of my busiest months on 
record, catching up on events, arranging visits, 
searching for ‘lost’ members, mailing out 
nomination ballots etc. I was most impressed 
that of the 28 ballots posted, 16 were returned,  
plus one that was marked  ‘not known at this 
address’. Thanks guys! 
 
   In between all this of course I am entrusted 
with taking the photos, or Marion does, and then 
putting pen to paper to get out “Chapter Chatter” 
 
   President Dave will have made mention of our 
efforts again on Warrior’s Day. Unfortunately 
age and illness saw us with only 3 Chapter 
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members actually parade. However we did the 
Corps proud showing our Standard and that is 
what matters most of all.. 
   

  
  A fine body of men leaving the saluting base 
   The heat was a telling factor, 85 degrees in 
the old F scale, but the humidity was higher than 
any experienced out in Singapore. Escaping into 
an air conditioned building after the parade was 
a welcome escape, and also saw us experience 
a reunion with an older founder member Howard 
Hall. I nearly missed him, but spotted a shoulder 
flash on a freshly pressed white shirt, and called 
him back to meet us. 
 

 
   Dave, Howard Hall, Murdoch Ferguson and 
Willie Wood together again after a long absence! 
 
   With a promise to keep in touch we bade 
Howard safe home! 
 
    Our AGM will be noted elsewhere in this 
edition, but might I remind members that we 
shall again be attending the Armistice Day 
Ceremonies at the Canadian Warplane Heritage 
Museum, Mount Hope on Friday, November 
11

th
. Please try to be there about 09.30 hours or 

earlier as we are again to be honoured and 
recognised by the MC. 
   Finally our Remembrance Luncheon is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 26

th
. The 

venue will be the “Royal Coachmen” in 

Waterdown. “Meet and Greet” at 13.00 hours, 
luncheon at 13.30. Marion and I are looking 
forward to both events. 
Iain C. Purves.                               Secretary   
   
Treasurer’s Report 
    I am once again in a position to be able to 
report the following statements regarding our 
finances at the end of another successful year. 
   On July 24

th
 of 2015 we had a recorded 

balance of $895.31. Membership dues and 
incidental donations totalling $920.00 brought 
our operating ‘General’ account to a total of 
$1815.31. Our outgoing expenses were listed at 
$1071.00 thus leaving us with a current balance 
of $744.31. 
    The balance in our “Standard” (replacement) 
Fund stood at $777.83 on the 24

th
 of July 2015.  

It now stands at $$919.24 as of the 24
th
 of 

August 2016. Of note with this account is that it 
has a mandated monthly replenishment rate 
from the ‘General” fund of $10.00 per month. 
(This was set up to negate additional Bank 
charges which could have accrued if the account 
had been shown to be dormant over a period of 
time) On the debit side we are charged a 
monthly administration charge by the Bank of 
$2.50.  (They get you coming and going it 
seems!).  
David Jeffrey                                     Treasurer 
     
Membership Report 
    Good news on the membership front! We 
were quite concerned when we received the   
return notice from the Post Office that Cyril 
Hayde was ‘not known at this address’. After 
trying the e-mail I had it too was a ‘not known’. 
We thought that Cyril had vanished from our 
rolls, and in case his copy of “The Flash” was to 
be returned to the U.K. we advised our National 
Membership Secretary to delete him off the 
mailing list. 
   Two days later we received an e-mail from 
Cyril complete with new address, new phone 
number and his e-mail account listing. Luckily 
Tom Drinkeld passed me his copy, so we were 
able to keep Cyril up to date on that score, and 
re-instate him to his proper status.  
   Might I ask that everyone review their current 
addresses, phone and e-mail listings so that I 
can save the Chapter from such embarrassment 
again? 
Marion Purves                               Membership         
 
Kit and Accessories 
   Good news in the latest edition of “The Flash” I 
noted that in an article about our “Heritage 
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Museum” the author noted that in addition to an 
old fashioned “NAAFI’ wagon being added to the 
displays and that  they are also looking forward 
to having a fully stocked ‘Rockape Shop’ going 
on line within the next couple of months. 
     

 
        From an article in the current edition of 
“The Flash” regarding these improvements I 
noted that available are these fine 75

th
. 

Anniversary ties (Yes next year will be the 
Regiments 75

th
 year since its inception in 

February 1942) 
   The ties are available from the National 
Treasurer at rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk for the 
cost of twenty pounds. (At the current rate of 
pounds to Canadian dollars this would be a 
good time to purchase one). 
Willie Wood                      Kit and Accessories 
 
Special Visit 
 
  Thursday, 15

th
 of September was yet another 

red letter day in our Chapter’s history. Previously 
we had welcomed from the U.K. in 2006 the 
then serving Commandant General, the 
Regimental Secretary, nine Standards of our 
Association with their accompanying Standard 
Bearers and numerous Association members 
and their wives. This visit was to welcome a 
disabled Gunner who was in Canada to join his 
family and at the same time further his ambition 
to increase the mileage and Charity work he has 
embarked on in support of the Royal Air Force 
Benevolent Fund, the RAF Association and 
Flying Scholarships for Disabled People 
 
   It was fitting therefore that members of our 
Chapter arranged to meet with Ex Gunner SAC 
Sean Allerton to find out and further his efforts 
on behalf of these charities. The terminology for 
his efforts takes place under the title of “Push 
500”, and deems that Sean completes a 
measured distance, hopefully obtaining some 
charitable donation credited to the effort. In 
Sean’s case for this push it was to complete a 

mile pushing himself in his wheelchair with 
members of the Canadian Chapter. 
  

              
Sean and your Secretary being advised of the 
pitfalls of using a wheelchair !  
 Sean had brought along a second wheel chair 
and as the saying goes “Try to walk a mile in my 
shoes” which obviously from the photograph I 
tried!    The venue chosen for the event was at 
the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum, 
Mount Hope near Hamilton, Ontario, and we 
were on hand to welcome his cousin Anna, 
Mete, and ‘helper’ Debbie as our guests.  
 

 
      Part of our group seen posing in front of 
“VeRA’, the Museum’s famous “Lancaster” 
bomber. 
    Sean was delighted at our chosen venue and 

mailto:rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk
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the area in which he could safely complete the 
required mile! We in support were pleased to 
offer our donation in the form of a cheque for 
$300 Canadian, or about one hundred and 
eighty pounds sterling 
 

      
     Sean graciously accepting our donation   
 
  Completing the charitable part of our effort, we 
were able to provide our guests with a tour of 
the Museum proper. The ladies took time, 
availing themselves of the chance to pick up 
some souvenir gifts to take home to the U.K. All 
of us were privileged to have the services of an 
ex RCAF Pilot as our tour guide, but getting 
Sean away from the limelight was no easy task 
. 

  
Some Canadian visitors finding out Sean’s story 
 
 Our final stop on this memorable visit was at 
447 Wing RCAFA just a mile away. We had 

proposed a light luncheon, but due to time 
constraints we had to cut short our time 
together. However there was still time to catch 
up on the who’s who of the Association we knew 
in common, what station’s we have served on 
etc. Just before leaving however we had one 
more gift for Sean in an autographed copy 
signed by your Executive and presented on 
behalf of the Chapter by our President, David 
Jeffrey. Sean in expressing his thanks was 
gracious in his appreciation and only wished he 
could have spent more time with us! As we 
Scot’s say “Haste Ye Back” 
 
    After forwarding a short note and some 
photographs to the editor of “The Flash, Francis 
Xavier, I received this reply.  
“Iain, Thank you so much!. I have uploaded the 
photographs on to the Nat. Sec’s Facebook 
page. You guys are amazing always punching 
above your weight (!)....true Rocks” 
                                                                  ICP 
Communications 
   Jim Stewart our Western Director notes that 
although he has been in touch with the 
Qualicom Beach Branch of the Royal Canadian 
Legion  who has kindly offered to circulated his 
request to try to find RAF Regiment members 
amongst ten Branches of the Royal Canadian 
Legion in the British Columbia areas covered by 
that Command, the search at present has been 
unsuccessful. 

 
 
   Talk about a Segway! We had just completed 
the journey with Sean and our adventure with 
his wheelchair, when I received a rather thick 
envelope from John Bamlett with the heading as 
shown above. It has to be noted that John and 
his wife Claire are regular attendees at our 
gathering on the first Thursday of the month at 
447 Wing. 
   While “Guinness” might be the drink of 
champions, it is John who is the champion of our 
group. You see John collects every possible 
‘tab’ that he can from our beer or pop cans. At 
first we thought it was a slight idiosyncrasy of 
his, constantly pulling off the ‘tabs’ and secreting 
them away. 
   Not so, it appears that the collected ‘tabs’ are 
part of a collection effort which was started by 
the Elora and Cooksville, Ontario Branches of 
the Royal Canadian Legion. It takes two million, 
five hundred thousand of the collected ‘tabs’ to 
purchase just one average styled wheelchair. 
According to John’s notice to date it appears 
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that the collective efforts of all who collect and 
transfer these throw away pieces of aluminium 
have allowed the purchase, as of August 20

th
 of 

this year the staggering total of 2,245 wheel 
chairs. Well done everyone,  
 
Bert Toon’s Tale 
 

  
 
Purloined the “C-in-C’ Pacific Fleet’s Cap badge! 
 
   Bert is an avid collector of cap badges of any 
kind, and has a huge collection from all over the 
world, but this story beats anything I could write, 
so here in his own words is Bert’s story. 
   “In 1976 while serving with Number 15 
Squadron we were sent on detachment to Hong 
Kong for the Queen’s Birthday Parade. (It should 
be noted that Bert was also a member of a pipe 
band taking part in the celebrations).  
In the evening the band was asked to do a 
performance at the Governor General’s 
residence. We had had a few(?) ‘dust settlers, 
mostly ‘Tiger’ or ‘San Miguel libations. My mate 
at this time was an Australian who liked his 
tipple, and, after the performance we were all 
invited to the foyer to partake of the hospitality 
being offered. (Big mistake) .Set up on the table 
in the vestibule was the hats of all of the invited 
guests from all of the foreign embassies in the 
Far East! 
    I was admiring all of the different cap badges 
on display, and, since it was almost time to 
catch the ferry back from Ki Tac to Kowloon.As 
we prepared to leave my “Aussie” mate said, 
”Here Bluey, put this in your collection” and he 
handed me a cap badge he had cut from the 
USA bosses cap. It never dawned on me in my 
‘Tiger’ haze, until, the next morning when I 
emptied my pocket. I kept looking over my 
shoulder in case the American Shore Patrol had 
caught up with me, “The Phantom Badge 
Nicker” 

   As you can imagine I wasn’t too pleased with 
my mate, but all he said was that I was not to 
worry because The ‘Yanks’ will blame it on the 
Cameron Highlanders who were also playing at 
the same party. On our way back to Singapore, 
the ‘Hastings” we were flying in had engine 
trouble and we had to land on an airstrip in Viet 
Nam. Not the best place to be in 1976, a bit 
noisy! In the reception area was a table of 
Vietnamese Officers Caps and my mate looked 
at me, “Don’t even think about it” I said!  
   So there you are Iain, the story behind the 
badge.”    
 
Bill Billington wrote; 
 

 
 
   “Loved the magnet idea, but where is anyone 
listed from Eastern Canada”  
    I must say that Bill is the oldest of our 
Associate members, but sharp as a tack. I can’t 
get away with anything written, e-mailed or 
communicated in any other form. Sure as fate 
there will be a response even before the ink on 
the communication is drive. Long may you and 
Rita enjoy life on our Eastern shores! 
 
Regiment Hero! 

 
      RAF Marham Gunner makes the News!  
   My thanks to all of you who kindly forwarded 
the newspaper e-mail sites of the action of the 
RAF Regiment Gunner who was attacked whilst 
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out on his morning training run at RAF Marham. 
From the clippings of the story it is told that our 
Gunner was attacked by two men, one of whom 
was wielding a knife. He used his specialised 
training to knock the knife away and knocked 
him to the ground, the other assailant fled.  
                                                                      ICP 
Sick and Welfare 
    We ask for your prayers for Nan and Ben 
Loughlin who are both still unwell, and also for 
our friend Tom Edwards. I had a call from Tom 
and it was difficult for both of us, thus my 
request. 
    On a happier note I had an e-mail from Bert 
Toon out in Alberta, and he reported that after 
his latest checkup he said that although missing 
some bits what is left has healed nicely leaving 
only the surgery scars as a memento. 
   Brian Patten had been hospitalized for a few 
days again, but it was good to see him at the 
Wing and enjoying some fine company with the 
usual crew. I have just heard that Brian is due to 
have another hospital visit later this month, 
hopefully this time they will find the cause of his 
health problems.   
Mrs. Wreglesworth is currently undergoing tests 
for an unknown ailment, will keep you all 
updated once more is heard from John.  Does 
anyone have a cure for sleepless nights and no 
energy? John Bamlett is looking for answers! 
                                                         BP/ICP 
Obituary 
 
                     

       
                 Derek Harold Rowe 
   It is with deepest regret that I must inform the 
membership of the passing of our friend and 
fellow airman Derek Rowe on August first of this 
year.  
   We first met Derek along with his good friend 
John Hill at the very first “Dressing of the 
Graves” Ceremony at St. Paul’s Church in 
Mount Hope. Both Derek and John had served 
on Number 33 Commonwealth Air Training Wing 

at Mount Hope and both subsequently went on 
to flying on a “Mosquito” Squadron during the 
rest of their wartime service.  
    Every year, the flowers placed on the altar on 
Battle of Britain Sunday when we perform the 
Remembrance ceremony for the sixteen airmen 
who died during their training with #33 
Squadron. Both Derek and John’s names are on 
the card as they remember their friends who 
didn’t make it home to Britain. 
   This Sunday we will stand in silence and 
remember with pride our acquaintance with this 
fine gentleman. 

       
.   “At the going down of the sun, and in the 
morning we will remember him.”    
                                                                     ICP 
Decoration Sunday 
    In previous years we were accustomed to the 
date closest to “Battle of Britain Sunday” as 
being the day that we attended St. Paul’s 
Church for the ‘Dressing of the Graves’ 
ceremony. This year the Church programme had 
changed the heading to the one you see above 
this article. The service followed the same 
respectful manner it has always been conducted 
in. The Air Cadets from 799 Black Knight 
Squadron of the Royal Canadian Air Cadets are 
a bit younger looking, and the veterans of #447 
Wing RCAFA and our own Chapter members 
seem to be a bit older and definitely fewer in 
number. 
 

                                 
Preparing to Dress the Graves of the 16 Airmen 
   This year was our 13th year of participation in 
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the ceremony and each year is as poignant as 
the first. Our thoughts and prayers are always 
with these RAF Airmen, mostly Leading 
Aircraftsman, with one Sergeant Pilot, and only 
two Officers, a Pilot Officer with an Air Force 
Cross and a Flight Lieutenant. Each year I 
wonder whether they rest peacefully in a 
Canadian churchyard far from their homeland, or 
would they have suffered the further agonies of 
being shot down over enemy territory 
 

 
      The flowers and tribute to Derek Rowe 
 
 A fitting tribute was offered on the lectern in that 
alongside the floral tribute from John Hill was the 
Service of Thanksgiving and order of service for 
Derek Harold Rowe, whose obituary has been 
reported elsewhere in this issue.   
                                                                     ICP 
Additional Photo 
 
    A friend of David Jeffrey took some additional 
photographs of our guest’s visit and the best one 
which we selected is printed below. 
 

                                                                       
     David addressing the group at 447 Wing 
 

                          
 
David Jeffrey        (905) 938-2316              
President/Treasurer captjay@sympatico.ca                
                             1 Richelieu Drive, 

     St Catharines, ON.  L2M 2B5 
                 
Iain Purves 
Secretary                (905) 690-0506          
 Chapter Chatter      iama387@netzero.net 
                                 Box 1451, 
                                 Waterdown, On. L0R 2H0     
                             
 
Brian Patten         (905)-388-8288 

Director                  Unit 21, 
                              145, Rice Avenue, 
                               Hamilton, On. L9C 6R3 

 

 Marion Purves       (905) 690-0506 
Membership             iama387@netzero.net                              
                                 Box 1451, 
                                 Waterdown. ON L0R 2H0 
 
 William Wood       (905)-538-3199 

 Director                  williewood2424@msn.com                                                                                            
                                405 1165 Fennel Ave. East                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                Hamilton, On. L8T 1S3 
                                                                 
James Stewart       (250)-240-8610 
Director                    jstewart308@gmail.com  
                                 348 Poplar Avenue, 
                                 Qualicom Beach, B.C. 
 
                                                               
 You are encouraged to address issues and 
suggestions to any member of the Executive at 
any time. Our purpose is to serve your interests. 
       

 
 
              Per Ardua- We Are Bonded        
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