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     75 Years and still going strong! 
                                   
                                Congratulations! 

          
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commandant General, Air Commodore Frank Clifford, RAF Regiment sits proudly 
flanked by two original members of the Regiment after its founding on February 1st. 
1942!  
 On the right of the CG, wearing glasses is Mr. Kelvin Glendenning, whilst Mr. Len Hale 
is on the left. 
The gathering was held at the Heritage Centre in honour of the founding of our 
Regiment following the church service at St. Edmundsbury Cathedral. 
 
(I am sure that the late Norm “Ike” Hatch would have been heartened to see his beloved Bofor “Calliope 
Jane” in so prominent a position behind our esteemed guests) 
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President’s Message 

  Here we are again and I believe we are coming into our 15
th
 

year as an autonomous chapter of the Regimental 
Association. For myself, I can attest to being a member of the 
old “Comrades Association” in the U.K., one of the two 
organizations which amalgamated to form the Association we 
now have and of course, a lot of water has gone under the 
bridge since then. 
   We have watched as our former squadrons and units have 
been disbanded, New units such as that which deal, along 
with the Royal engineers, with the threat of N.B.C.W. 
(Nuclear, Biological, Chemical Warfare) This of course is 
proof that somewhere above, the “bean counters” have been 
forced to recognize and be cognisant of the changing face of 
any potential problems in that respect in the future of warfare. 
I suspect though that those same “bean counters” have been 
guilty of some serious cutbacks which have done nothing but 
undermine the strength and security of the U.K. Does that 
remind you of anything which is happening here in Canada?  
It is said that if everyone in the Canadian forces were to 
attend all together, game in the “Rogers Centre” (or 
Skydome) as it was once called, there would be nobody left to 
guard our Nation! 
 
   Well, that was just a little rant from me but if it elicits any 

response from members, it will show that some of you are reading the newsletter! Yes, I know we are not 
a political forum but sometimes one has to vent off!  I am sure Iain would be happy to print all of your 
responses, if any. 
   I started by alluding to the fact that a number of changes have affected the Association up until now, 
more importantly, your executive here in the Canadian Chapter are working hard to increase our 
membership. Executive member Jim Stewart in B.C. has started an initiative to do just that. He has come 
forward with a number of ideas to explore and is in contact with other ex-Regiment members to suggest 
how we may move forward and enlarge our membership. Without losing sight of the fact that we as an 
entity, must make ourselves more attractive as an organization to belong to, we still have to cater to the 
more active members and continue with our social functions in our local area and at the same time, try to 
induce those in faraway provinces to try and get together at least once in a year. I am hoping that Iain 
may have something to add to this in his column.  
 
    Meanwhile, as of today, 13

th
 March, the weather forecast is a possible worst snowstorm of the winter 

about to descend on us but I have to be optimistic and say, here’s looking forward to spring and the 
warmer weather to come! 
David Jeffrey                                                                                          President, Canadian Chapter 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
   In January I sent out the usual annual plea for dues, as of 13

th
 March, I have received all but dues from 

one member. I did not receive the dues letter back as undelivered and so must assume it may have 
slipped that member’s memory. If you realize it was you, please remit as soon as possible so that I may 
send our remittance to the U.K. National. With this infusion of dues, I can of course report that our both 
accounts are well in the black. 
 It is with extreme thanks that I on behalf of the executive thank those members who donated an amount 
well over their dues with a note “extra for postage” or other such comments. It is the kind actions from 
individuals such as these that make our Chapter a very viable group and I am personally humbled by their 
efforts. Bravo! 
David Jeffrey                                                                                                                             Treasurer.  
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Secretary’s Notes 
 
   You will no doubt have noticed that this edition (and this one only) has been set as a single page 
edition. I had the opportunity when our National Secretary forwarded me the photograph of our new 
Commandant General being photographed with the two gentlemen sitting with him to use it as a full page 
.I had thought that in “Word” I could do page one as a single column style and then switch to the usual 
two columns as per usual. After an hour or so of trial and error, I realized that the status quo wouldn’t 
work. So bear with me please. 
 
   As you read in our President’s piece we are trying to recruit new blood into the Chapter. Out in our 
Western provinces, Executive member Jim Stewart is trying very hard to come up with new ideas along 
with asking for ideas from his list of known ex Rocks. He has submitted a piece for your information on his 
efforts and his attempted contacting of various Associations and web pages. Life would be so much 
simpler if we as a group were all of the same ages, service periods and on the same pages electronically, 
however that would make our lives too boring and simplistic. 
 
   David Jeffrey suggested that perhaps I might have some thoughts on the matter in these notes. I have 
tried hard over these past 15 years of our Chapter existence to encourage more dialogue between our 
members. Column after column on subjects of what hopefully were thought provoking, or brought 
remembrances of units served with, places that you were stationed on, mates you served with, scrapes 
you got into! Nothing!  We had two or three pieces from the same names, but these too have dried up. I 
realize that what was good for us 50 or 60 years ago doesn’t do anything to encourage the new breed of  
Gunner to want to throw his hat in to join us. 
 
    I doubt if a modern entrant would care if we argued the merit of say a “Piat” (Personnel Infantry Anti-
Tank} weapon against a 40mm Bofor in an anti-tank firing role, but then again would we be interested in 
the modern gear today’s Gunners use with such aplomb, I doubt it? Therein I think is perhaps the 
nutshell. Neither of us has a common thread other than of belonging, as we all were (are), to the finest 
Regiment in modern history!  
 
   Iain C. Purves                                                                                                                           Secretary 
 
Sick and Welfare 
   Having just returned from our winter sojourn down in the balmy south, I must confess to be trying to 
catch up somewhat on who is sick or hopefully feeling better. Sadly I tried calling our Sick and Welfare 
executive member, Brian Patten, only to find that he has again been hospitalized for a bladder infection. I 
will try my best to make contact before the week is out and report on his progress.  
    Bert Toon out in Calgary sent in word that after his last check-up he has been pronounced free and 
clear of the cancer that had plagued him, and was now looking forward to warmer days so that he can 
‘swannie off’ down to the crystal clear waters of Okanagan Lake in beautiful British Columbia. 
   I will be looking after Sick and Welfare for the time being, so come on guys, if you are sick or in need of 
comfort, I‘m your man! 
                                                                                                                                                          ICP 
Update 

                                                                                             
   As yet there is no word on the hunt for missing RAF Regiment SAC, 
Corrie McKeaugue. The Gunner from Number 2 Squadron RAF Regiment 
stationed at RAF Honington went missing on an evening outing to Bury St. 
Edmunds last September. 
 Despite massive searches, a posted financial reward and extensive 
surveillance of many, many security cameras no trace of the missing 
airman has been found. Suffolk and Norfolk police are reportedly going to 
attempt a massive search of a local refuse site in hopes of finding clues to 
his mysterious disappearance. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with his family and loved ones at this time. 
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Membership 
   
   After the long, cold days of winter it is encouraging to see the signs of spring at last! 
 

                       
                         (No apologies for this shot of spring down in South Carolina) 
 
The membership, with a couple of exceptions, has responded quickly to our Treasurer’s request for your 
dues payment and I am sure the others will be forthcoming shortly! 
It is good to know that you are all still connected to, and interested in the welfare of your Chapter. 
   I applaud Jim Stewart’s initiative out West to explore the possibilities to add new members, and wish 
him well in his endeavours! 
Marion Purves                                                                                                                          Membership 
 
Kit and Supplies 
   Unfortunately our Kit man is off on a trip to Northern India for the next month or so. He tells me that 
after a three day stop in Dubai he will be heading home to his boyhood haunts in the mountains in 
Northern India.  We all wish him a safe and pleasant trip, and in the meantime yours truly will offer any 
help or order you require!                                                                                                                     ICP    
 
“Rocks” Annual Blackpool Gathering   
                         
                                   

                    

Joe Davidson from Highland Branch wishes to invite 
everyone to the “Rocks Annual Gathering” in Blackpool 
during the weekend of June 23

rd
, 24

th
 and 25

th
. 

The venue will be as previous at the Park House Hotel, 
telephone 01253 620081. 
Joe notes that the price although slightly higher is still a 
great deal, Dinner, bed and breakfast at 36 pounds 50. 
Of note also is that you will have the opportunity to attend 

Blackpool’s Armed Forces Week events 
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Corps 75
th

 Anniversary  
 

                                    
 
   In honour of the 75

th
 Anniversary of the Foundation of the Royal Air Force Regiment on February 1

st
. 

1942 the following events are being arranged. 
 
May 12

th
 2017 RAF Regiment ‘Freedom of Richmond’ Parade, North Yorkshire 

 
May 13

th
 2017 Annual RAF Regiment Chapel Commemoration, St. Anne’s Church, Catterick 

(followed by a reception at Catterick Golf and Country Club, (reservations are required, contact Iain) 
 
June 24

th
 2017 Annual RAF Regiment Memorial Commemoration-NMA Alrewas, (where new pathway 

tablets and new granite benches will be unveiled) 
 
July 16

th
 RAF Regiment Association Annual Tower of London Chapel Service, London 

 
July 18

th
 2017 RAF Regiment AGM will be held at Hallmark Hotel, Cambridge at 1430 hours. 

 
July 18

th
 to 21

st
 July Annual RAF Regiment Association Reunion at the Hallmark Hotel in Cambridge 

(A Reservation form was included in the Winter 2016 edition of “The Flash”; however I can forward one to 
you if required!) 
During this weekend there will be a family day held at RAF Honington. Shuttle buses will run from the 
hotel to this event 
 
Sept 17

th
 2017 Annual Battle of Britain Service, Westminster Abbey, London 

 
Nov. 9

th
 2017, Royal British Legion Field of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey, London 

 
Nov 12

th
 2017 RAF Regiment Association Wreath Laying Ceremony, St. Clement Danes, Strand, London 

 
Nov 12

th
 2017 Royal British Legion National Service of Remembrance and  Veterans Parade will be held 

at 0930 hours.* 
* The hope expressed is that in this our 75 year more than 200 members will participate on behalf of the 
Regiment. 
 
   As you can see from the above there is a very busy year ahead for the Regiment and the RAF 
Regiment Association, should anyone be prepared to go either David or myself will offer any assistance 
or advice to help in your intentions to attend any of these functions. We have had the pleasure,(and 
honour) of attending the Chapel Commemoration, an AGM, a visit to both the old Depot at Catterick and 
the Heritage Center at RAF Honington, and a brief but cold ,wet visit to Alrewas. Iain was also present at 
a reunion held at Nidd Hall where he was pleased to carry our Standard both at the reception and also 
was honoured to have our Standard placed on the altar in the Chapel alongside that of our National 
Standard. .As you can see we can be of some assistance if required, (except cost wise!) 
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From Our Western Correspondent 
 
The other day a friend said, “You know, you just can’t work on modern cars the way we could work on the 
first cars we bought.”  
    He’s right of course, and that’s something else I can add to the list of things that make this a very 
different world to the one I remember when I was 18 years old. There’s been a lot of change in the 65 
years I’ve been around and I suppose that’s what anyone who has reached our age must expect.  
   Some of the things that are different are not better - e.g. the price of a pint. But the list of things that 
have improved is much longer e.g. wages are much higher now so I can still afford to drink - and I can 
watch a football match on a huge flat screen colour TV and even record it if I’m doing something else 
when it’s on! 
 
Look at the Regiment, 75 years old this year. It’s probably stating the obvious to say that they don’t do 
things the same way today as we did them in the past. It’s just as well though because the old olive green 
combats I wore in the early 70’s would have been a bit warm in Afghanistan! We can also be sure that 
things will change again in the future 
   So what about the Association and, most importantly, our Chapter? As you know we almost lost it last 
year - and that would have been a tragedy. However, if we are to avoid getting to that point again, at 
some time in the future, something has to change.  
   We are all getting older. If the Chapter is to continue we need new - younger – members. Those are 
facts. 
 
Here’s another fact – younger ex-Rocks look at things differently from us. They should, they’ve grown up 
in a world that is very different to the one we grew up in. That means, however, that they may not 
perceive what the Chapter currently offers to be of value to them. If that’s the case, they won’t join.  
   By the way that doesn’t make them ‘right’ and us ‘wrong’ – it’s just that they may have different 
perceptions of what’s a benefit. 
   We can handle that in one of two ways. We can try to figure out what these younger ex-Rocks would 
consider to be reasons to join and then go out and offer our ideas to them. Or we can track down some 
who haven’t joined the Chapter and ask them what they would look for if they were to join. 
 
Taking the first route is easier because we keep control of the future. It may take us a while but we’ll 
come up with some ideas, which won't be too uncomfortable for us to deal with. But here’s the thing - if 
we get it wrong, we’ll have wasted a lot of time and we’ll turn off the very group of people we need. 
   That’s why David, Iain and I decided to take the second route and find people who can take the 
guesswork out of the situation by actually telling us what they think. Over the past couple of months, 
we’ve tracked down 4 former Rocks who have settled in Canada and who have not joined the Chapter. 
They have all offered to help us figure out how to move forward.  
   That said, our existing members must have a voice too and we don’t believe that adapting to the future 
means that we have to change, or stop, any of our current activities.  
 
Currently our Chapter has a total of 25 full, associate and life members. The 4 individuals we’ve made 
contact with know at least 3 other ex-Rocks in the same position as them. You can figure out for 
yourselves what adding 7 new members could do for us. (We’ve also identified another 7 ex-Rocks who 
live in the U.S.A. but plan to hold off contacting them until we have more clarity about how to move 
forwards.)  
 
This exercise has also made us realize something else. Although we currently have members scattered 
across Canada, a large group of them lives in southwest Ontario and around Toronto. That has made it 
easy to organize attendance at parades and other functions and to hold social events. 
   The individuals we’ve contacted live on the east coast, in Ontario and in Alberta. I live in B.C. As we 
consider the future, we have to think about how the Chapter can be of value to members who are by 
themselves or who form small groups - as well as those in larger groups. 
   So, we’ve made a start and we wanted to share that with you. We still have a long way to go. 
 
In the coming weeks, we’ll be looking at how the RAF Regiment Association in the UK and other 
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organizations for younger veterans in Canada are dealing with the future; starting a dialogue with the 4 
individuals we’ve contacted and anyone else you or they know who is willing to participate; using 
Facebook and other social media, e.g. LinkedIn, to look at groups for ex-Rocks and other ex-service 
personnel to get ideas; continuing to reach out via the Legion (R.C.L.) and similar Canadian organizations 
to track down ex-Rocks.  
 
   We would also really appreciate hearing any ideas, thoughts or other input that you have.   I suggested 
earlier that change is something that’s a constant in life. You can’t prevent or control it but you can control 
how you react to it. Figuring out the future won’t be easy – but it will be interesting. 
   We’ll keep you up to date via future editions of Chapter Chatter. 
 
Jim Stewart                                                                                                    Western Executive Member 
 
Editor’s Note 
 
   Jim sent us in an excellent story on his time in the Regiment, and especially with Numbers 15 and 37 
Squadrons in various locations throughout the World. I am sure Jim will not mind my holding back 
publishing his second piece until our next Chapter Chatter. Already he has written to another 15 
Squadron member Bert Toon, so Jim is now quite an active and valued Chapter Executive! .     
 
 
Our Readers Reply 
 
   It is most heartening when a simple query ends in a response from one of our readers. In the last issue 
of Chapter Chatter, Bert Toon had sent in a story of his time spent with his mate and best man Fred Rolfe 
in a defensive position in Sapalut, Borneo. In the article I mused over the antenna seen poking up out of 
the trench. Fred replied from his home in Ripon, Yorkshire that he was sure that the radio in use was an 
Australian issued ‘crystal set’ A810 (Bert’s writing is a bit shaky here) and was used in the jungle since 
the antenna was disguised as a bamboo stalk!   Bert thinks that this radio was also used by Number 62 
Squadron in the desert at El Adem. 
   He goes on to suggest that this would most likely be the correct radio since the other set he mentions is 
the TCS 13, a much heavier and bulkier set usually mounted in Land Rovers. This set was the follow up 
to the TCS 5 model issued to our signal section at RAF Watchet  about 1954. I well remember using it  on 
an exercise among the sand dunes near RAF Woodvale,  below Southport, and being concerned that the 
noise of the dynamotors running to get the required voltage would have been a ‘dead’ give away to the 
enemy. Thanks Bert and Fred! 
 
Another friend of the Chapter and wartime Mosquito navigator, John Hill sent me a nice note and a cutting 
from his local, Leigh-on-Sea newspaper  informing me that he had been interviewed by The De Havilland 
Aircraft Company.  
John, who did his training over here in Canada with #33 Commonwealth Air Training School returned to 
England and proceeded to fly a total of 46 operational flights over enemy territory. John now 94 was not 
the oldest of the aircrew being interviewed by the company who built the “Mosquito”, far from it, they 
found another gentleman aged 99! 
    He recalls his first operation was with 107 Squadron, RAF and the target was the German installations 
at Arnhem. They were diverted on the way home and had to land at RAF Dunsfold, near Guildford in 
Surrey.  John is still as sharp as a tack, and typical of the “Brycream Boy” era. He flirts outrageously with 
my wife Marion every time he calls to thank us for a card or copy of Chapter Chatter. Sadly we heard from 
John of the passing of his best friend and fellow “Mosquito” pilot, Derek Rowe just before the interviews 
were to be conducted, otherwise I would have had another story from Derek to pass on too! 
   Thank you for your service and friendship to the Chapter John, and too for your remembrance each 
Battle of Britain Sunday for the floral decorations you have sent to the church in Mount Hope where 16 of 
your fellow trainees are buried who didn’t make it home to England. 
 
Hopefully as our faithful readers you will accept this differently laid out version of Chapter Chatter, double 
spaced columns will appear in our next issue! 
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David Jeffrey        (905) 938-2316                   
President/Treasurer captjay@sympatico.ca          1 Richelieu Drive, St Catharines, ON.  L2M 2B5    
                                                                                     

      
                 
Iain Purves 
Secretary                (905) 690-0506          
 Chapter Chatter      iama387@netzero.net                                         Box 1451, Waterdown, On. L0R 2H0 
                                  
                             
 
 
Brian Patten         (905)-388-8288                                                      Unit  21, 145, Rice Avenue,    

Director                                                                                                Hamilton, On. L9C 6R3 
 
                                                 
                               

 

 Marion Purves       (905) 690-0506 

Membership             iama387@netzero.net                                        Box 1451, Waterdown. ON L0R 2H0    
                                  
                                  
 
 William Wood       (905)-538-3199                                                    405 1165 Fennel Ave. East                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 Director                  williewood2424@msn.com                                  Hamilton, On. L8T 1S3 
 
                                                                                                      
                                                                                       
                                 
                                                                 
James Stewart       (250)-240-8610                                                    348 Poplar Avenue 
Director                    jstewart308@gmail.com                                      Qualicom Beach, B.C.                                         
                                                                                        
                                                                                               
  You are encouraged to address issues and suggestions to any member of the Executive at any time. 
Our purpose is to serve your interests. 
       
 
                                                               Per Ardua- We Are Bonded        
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