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our times at RAF Watchet, or the effects of the
first drink of notorious “Scrumpie”! Bert is quite a
character and well known at this his local
Legion. It was no surprise that he was teased for
not being with his mates and instead
entertaining Marion and I. We found a common
ground as both Bert (15 LAA Squadron) and my
uncle were at RAF Lakenheath in the same time
period. I had to hasten to say that my uncle was
Clerk of Works there at that time.

Bert was discharged from the Regiment in
1952 having been one of those unfortunate
National Service lads whose 18 month
enlistment was increased to the 24 month period
due to the Korean War.

After a period of T.A. Service with the
Seaforth Highlanders of Canada where he
developed skills as a tenor drummer and then
Drum Major Bert somehow found himself back
being accepted into the RAF Regiment again,
and once more posted to 15 Field Squadron.
From Catterick to Seletar, to Sepelot Sabah,
Kong Kedah, Penerak, Jahore, Kota Baru the
stories went on. Somehow in all of his Far East
travels 15 (F) Squadron were sent to Repulse
Bay, Hong Kong, in 1966.

It appears as if Drum Major Toon is in the centre
of the drill unit, but he is really leading the band
behind the formation.
. Please don’t ask, for this part of the tale was

becoming a bit ‘woozy’! (Thankfully it was
Canadian Beer and not “Tiger”).

In a later E-mail Bert did clear up my
confusion. The occasion was a reception held at
the Governor’s House Hong Kong for Her
Majesty the Queen’s Birthday in 1965, and the
15 Squadron Drill team put on a performance for
the Air Vice Marshal, Far East Air Force

Bert has a magnificent collection of
Regimental Badges from his travels and
hopefully I can persuade him to copy some of
his photographs for inclusion in a later Chapter
Chatter.(I know three members on the Executive
who would be interested!)

Iain Purves (905) 690-0506
President/Editor iama387@netzero.net
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Per Ardua- We Are Bonded
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John Pulinski
Some of you may remember me introducing

John and his wife Caroline to the Chapter
members in Hamilton when they attended the
Nov. 11

th
ceremonies for a number of years with

us as associate members.

John Pulinski while a serving U.S Serviceman

John became a Canadian Citizen a couple of
years ago and this Spring, he was finally
inducted into the Canadian Armed Forces. He is
currently away on a three month intensive
training course with a very elite group of
candidates where his previous training as a
“Ranger”, and his many years spent serving in
the United States Air Force and Army Air Force
will come in very handy in his chosen field. I’m
sure all members will join with me in offering our
Congratulations and Best Wishes for the future.

DJ
Latest Squadron News

In Parish Notices received from the U.K.
comes news of yet another Squadron being
disbanded. Number 3 Squadron RAF Regiment
is to be stood- down along with 1 RAF FP Wing.
The closure will take place in the spring of 2015.
Both units are currently stationed at RAF
Wittering in Cambridgeshire.

The Station while situated in Cambridgeshire
is near the town of Stamford, Lincolnshire, which
boasts among its attributes nearly 30 pubs!
Situated on the old London to Edinburgh
highway, the station is unique in the fact the
airfield runways cross over from the County of
Cambridgeshire and into Lincolnshire.

A Fireman’s Tale
In the last edition of “Chapter Chatter’ our

member out in Vancouver, Derek Rolt made
mention of the fact that he inadvertently set fire

to a garbage shed out on the far side of the
airfield at the Depot in Catterick.

The very next week when the group of us met
at 447 Wing for our monthly get together,
doesn’t John Bamlett show up with a small
photo of himself and an un-named mate sitting
in a fire ,designated’ Land Rover

John went on to say that if you will note he is
not properly dressed. His C.O. recommended
that as firemen they didn’t require to wear the
puttees required by the Regiment Gunners. The
date on the back of the photograph notes;
RAF Regiment Fire trucks at El Adem, 1966.

Calgary Visit
Marion and I had a family occasion out in

Calgary, Alberta and at short notice arranged to
meet up with Bert Toon. We arranged to meet at
the local Legion Branch and since neither of us
had met before I wore my blazer, duly adorned
with Regimental Crest. I should have known
better, Bert had Marion and I ‘pegged’ even
before we had stopped the car. It was quite a
warm welcome and we were soon signed in and
ready for some refreshment.

Bert & Iain share the Catterick Depot Handbook!

Within minutes it was as if we had known each
other forever. We laughed as we remembered
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From RAF Honington
The progress with the re vamping of the

Regimental Museum at RAF Honington is
proceeding well. I had an E-mail from Bill Espie
yesterday asking for a couple of bits of initial
response regarding our member Norm Hatch’s
memoirs.

Apparently the 40 mm Bofor has been re
painted and will take centre stage in the main
area of the museum. Bill wanted to know why
Norm’s gun crew had named their weapon
“Caliope Jane”?

I called Norm and found out that he had
known a nurse with the last name of Caliope,
and when they landed in Italy somehow the
name Jane was added and the gun became
known as simply that. The next query was where
was the name painted. Norm thought for a
moment and then it came out that it was painted
on the left side of the block near where the
barrel joined. From Bill’s remarks it would seem
that the story of this fabled weapon will be going
down in Regimental History for many years to
come! The point I would like to make here is
how many more stories and remembrances
have our senior “Rocks” got and are they going
to ever be told?

ICP/NH

Far East Story
When I was stationed at RAF Seletar back in

1966 to ’68, I was walking through the village
outside the camp during the Chinese New Year.
During this festival they had set up an arch over
the streets and where they would set off
thunderous fireworks. The arch was about
twenty feet high, and perched on the very top
was a member of the Royal Air Force in an
inebriated state! (Our writer denied it was a
Regiment Gunner, but what do RAF “Techies”
know?).

Out from camp came a Land Rover containing
two RAF Policemen. Getting out of the vehicle
they employed a megaphone and shouted,
“Come down we know you are up there” The
local Chinese population were greatly amused, I
am guessing they all thought it was part of the
entertainment for the evening. At any rate after
about five minutes the drunk fell off and took off
running with the policemen after him. To this day
I don’t know if they ever caught up with him!

RG.

Who is this Horseman?
Oh what stories could be told! Is this a

member of the mounted detachment of a new

branch of the RAF perhaps? Maybe he is a
member of Number 37 Squadron demo team?
Crowd control? My “Garry” was broken down
and we had to bring the L70 out of action! None
of the above! Sir?

A new role perhaps?

It was summer show time in 1961 and I was
one of the Demo team drivers, (the other was
Jimmy “Bud” Childs). We were on a dog and
pony show in Keighly, Yorks. I had taken the
L70 out into the main show area, Jimmy had
taken the Bosch Generator out and we had
taken the 3 Tonners out of the ring, leaving the
guys to astound the crowd with their jumping on
and off the gun, setting up the amplifier and
starting the Bosch.

So what do a couple of young lads do now?
Answer, search for ‘skirt’! We spied a small
gathering around a horse that would be part of
the show later.

Now, I had never been on a horse before and
in a false sense of bravado, I asked one of the
damsels that since it had been some time since I
had been in the saddle, (wink wink), could I try
this one on for size? I think in retrospect that this
was the clue to her that indeed, I was NOT a
horseman! At any rate, she was kind enough to
let me climb aboard with the proviso that “Tha
won’t tek it for a gallop will tha?” “ I’ve erd you
lads ‘ll tek anything not tied down”

I assured her that we were RAF Regt. Not
those Army blokes she must have met before.
She then duly walked horse and I around in a
circle (Just like the donkey rides at the seaside)
and even though I implored her, she would not
let go the beast and so the photo was taken! A
quick look across at the show ring to see the
lads patiently awaiting their transport to take
them out of the limelight, and thus like the
Headless Horseman, we were gone!
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Officer Commanding 58 Squadron, RAF
Regiment, Squadron Leader Anthony Hutchison
said;

58 Squadron was re-formed at RAF Leuchars
in 2010 and although our association with St.
Andrews has been a short one, it has been an
honour and we are delighted to have been able
to mark it today by marching through the city”

58 Squadron escort their Standard

Members of the Squadron have been sent
on a greatly deserved leave prior to them
reporting to their new Squadrons and postings.
Welcome home gentlemen!

Also marching in the Freedom of St.
Andrews Parade and exercising their right to
march through the city with fixed bayonets were
members of Number 1 Squadron (F) RAF along
with members of Number 6(F RAF Squadron.

Number 1 Squadron Leading the Parade

From all accounts all members on parade put
on a very smart appearance, perhaps the
weather could have been a bit kinder, but then
when has weather ever deterred anyone who
has ever been stationed at RAF Leuchars?

Overhead a single Typhoon made a pass over
the assembled crowd, adding a fitting tribute to
the marchers.

(Once again I am indebted to both Jack Baird
and Hugh Taylor of Scottish Branch and my
family in Scotland for the photos and
information.

The Legion 40mm Bofor
Some time ago I attended a service at our

local Royal Canadian Legion of which I am also
a member. I had a photograph taken alongside
the 40mm Bofor displayed as a reminder of the
Second World War. I also found that it had been
manufactured in the City of Hamilton at what
was then a local industry (Studebaker Car Plant)
which was later converted to the Otis Elevator
Company

Later I was to mention that it was a shame to
see such a fine Memorial starting to rust quite
badly. I believe I also mentioned that if I could
get the right colour of RAF Regiment paint it
might be a project that the Canadian Chapter
might undertake. Imagine my surprise when on
returning from a few months away from home, I
found not only that the Bofor had a sparkling
new paint job, but it was painted a pretty close
colour to the one I was trained on. Not only had
the rust been attended to, it had also been
moved away from the shadow of the building
and was now re-installed beside the actual
Legion War Memorial.

Neat as a new pin! What a Bofor should look
like!
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made for some cold, blustery and at times
miserable watches. Sometimes we were using
number 31 radio sets carried on aluminium style
carriers on our backs, and if we were lucky, a bit
better off, in the back of a 15cwt working the
more powerful 19 sets!

On another occasion we were called out on an
“Escape and Evasion” exercise where pilots
from various Squadrons were supposed to have
crashed in the neighbourhood of RAF Leuchars
and were expected to try to escape through
enemy controlled (Read RAF Regiment
Gunners) territory.

I reminisced about lugging a 31 set and two
spare batteries up a fairly high hill outside the
area, where equipped with a decent pair of
binoculars I was supposed to maintain a watch
on the roads and fields in my line of sight. If
memory serves it was one of those long summer
nights but with pouring rain and blustery winds.

An old 31 set and the carrier.
The rain was dripping down inside my

battledress, in a few minutes my feet would
meet the same fate. The battery on the radio
needed changing. It took minutes to unclip the
battery case from the radio, open the plastic
covering on the large battery and reassemble it
all. Saved by the waterproofed covering, I
stripped off my boot and managed to get one
sock covered by the plastic cover, warm and
dry! Needless to say the second battery was
uncovered in the quickest manner. I never did
spot any of the pilots, but I did remember that
night on the hillside above the Fife coast.

John replied when he read my E-mail. And
countered with his memory of a different
exercise and occasion!

“I well remember sitting as the Number 3 on
the 40mm Bofor on the edge of the runway with
2603 Squadron.

An “Auster” Observation Aircraft
Sadly on that occasion our young; RAF

Regiment Adjutant was killed along with 4 Army
officers when their Auster “spotter” aircraft
crashed in the marshes as it came into land. Not
a pleasant memory.

JG/ICP

Number 58 Squadron
As a follow up to the stories above about RAF

Leuchars and a couple of young Gunners’
remembrances, it was with dismay that we
learned that not only was the station being
closed but that Number 58 Squadron RAF
Regiment were being disbanded and that their
Standard was being “Laid Up” at RAF Cranwell.

As one of the most distinguished RAF
Regiment Squadrons with a total of seven battle
honours emblazoned on the Squadron’s
Standard (six of them from WWII) it is fitting that
the last parade will be as part of its homecoming
from Afghanistan and on the occasion, with the
Royal Air Force, of being honoured with the
Freedom of St. Andrews.

In its long history the Squadron has served as
a Rifle Squadron, a Light Ack Ack unit and also
in a light armoured role. Its role in Afghanistan
saw the gunners employed as air power
specialists, providing airfield defence skills and
support activities to the Medical Emergency
Response Teams. Based at Camp Bastion for
the preceding seven months the Squadron
played a key role both inside and outside the
defence perimeter.

A family obviously glad to have their son home!
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Mr and Mrs Tom Edwards

David Jeffrey welcomes Victoria and Murdoch
Ferguson who also drove in from Whitby!
Neither age nor distance seems to daunt our
members nor does it deter our Associate
members who grace us with their presence. Well
done everyone! See you all at our next event!

Car Rally.

This year’s Rally will be held on July 12
th
, 2014.

The time has been changed to allow for a
shorter rally with a better chance for more
members to take part. We will meet at the “GO
Parking Lot” on the south side of the QEW on
Regional Road 24 (Victoria Avenue South). Start
time will be 13.30 hours

David Jeffrey Looking For a Rally Location

No special skills are required because David
will provide a sheet of clues that even a novice
can follow. (Don’t ask your editor about that
because he got lost on a previous trip!). A light
tea will be supplied at the end of our afternoon
at Ideal Donuts on Grantham Avenue, (or
Vasso’s Café if you prefer to give it another
name) A small charge of $5.00 is being asked to
defray expenses.

DJ/ICP

RAF Leuchars Remembered

It is almost sixty years ago that as members of
Number 2603 Squadron Royal Auxilliary Air
Force Regiment my friend John Grant and I
were to spend the occasional weekend on or
about the RAF Station Leuchars (as was the
wording then).

As young Gunners back in those ‘heady’ days
when if you weren’t called up for National
Service the next best thing was to join up in the
Reserves, or “Terries” as was the colloquial
term.

I had hoped to have John forward a report to
me on the final days of the Station before it is
handed over to the British Army. Unfortunately
family matters prevented John from attending.
We have a few reminiscences of our own of
these far off days. Mine were those of setting up
the forward radio positions so that we could
report back to the gun crews the sections where
the attacking aircraft were heading in from in
order to attack the runways. The situation on the
Firth of Tay and its proximity to the North Sea
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the parade is very short so there is not a lot of
marching involved. It would be very encouraging
to our marching members to see some of us
who aren’t able to march, but can be there to
cheer the lads on from the seating areas.

David Jeffrey will be coordinating the tickets
for your families who wish to attend, and
remember all can travel for free on the GO
Trains and buses as well as on the TTC.

Dressing of the Graves.

We shall also be parading for the Annual
Dressing of the Graves service at St. Pauls
Anglican Church, Mount Hope, on Sunday 21st

September, 2014. This service is normally held
on the closest Sunday to the Battle of Britain
Day, but unfortunately both the Church and 447
Wing have previous engagements scheduled.
We will meet at the Church at 09.30 hour for the
service which starts at 10.00 hours .We
encourage all of our members who can to attend
this event since after the service we Dress the
Graves of the 16 airmen who died in training at
the Commonwealth Air Training Centre, RAF
Mount Hope during World War ll. Dress for both
parades will be Blazer, Beret and Medals. Our
Standard will be paraded on both occasions

Kit Shop

Any members requiring regimental kit (RAF
Cap Badges, RAF Regiment Blazer Badges,
Regimental Ties, or RAF Blazer Buttons) these
items may be obtained at the RAF Regiment
Depot Shop at RAF Honington. The shop times
are as follows;

Monday,Wednesday,Friday,10.00a.m.to14.00.

Tuesday and Thursday 16.00 to 20.00 hours.

(Above are U.K. times)

Items can be purchased by telephone on BT
01359 268797, or you can go on line to RAF
Honington, The Depot Shop to order items on
line. Items can be viewed on the site and you
can view both the required item and its price.

Per Ardua Frank Mills

Sick and Welfare

It is with pleasure that I note that all members
seem to be in good health, as I have received no
notifications at this time.

Brian Patten, Sick and Welfare

Membership

I am pleased to report that we are managing to
maintain our membership numbers at an even
level. We lost one Regiment member and an
Associate, but we managed to recruit a new full
member. We are hopefully going to add another
two full members once we find out if Canadian
immigration will allow them citizenship.

Updated membership listings and E-mail
addresses will be sent out by snail mail shortly.
Might I ask that you review these carefully and
advise me of any errors in order that we can
keep all information correct and current?

It has been gratifying to meet and talk with so
many of you during this past year, and I am
hopeful that I will have the opportunity to meet
even more during the coming weeks.

May I wish you all a very pleasant and safe
summer.

Marion Purves, Membership

Spring “Get Together”

On a perfect, warm spring day, with the
temperature more like summer we gathered at
the “Judge and Jester” in Grimsby for our spring
luncheon. I am always a bit apprehensive when
setting up this our first full occasion of the
Chapter year. However this year I was thrilled
with the turnout! A total of twenty (20) members
and their wives advised me of their plans to turn
up, and that they did.

Some of the group enjoy a short discussion

What was perhaps the most heartening to us
all was the effort put forth by June and Tom
Edwards. Tom, who is 88 years young drove in
from Whitby, Ontario, about 150 kilometres one
way to spend the afternoon with us!
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President’s Message
Another spring luncheon and once again the

support from our members in the Toronto area
has to be commended. On a beautiful afternoon
we had a total of twenty join us at our “Spring
Get Together”. A full report will be entered on a
later page.

What has caused me to stop and reflect on
what we all mean to each other as a Chapter
was brought home quite forceably during the
luncheon. I had asked Willie Wood to propose
the toast to Her Majesty, Frank Mills did a
masterful job of remembering our Fallen
Comrades, but it was our oldest member
present, Tom Edwards, who un-asked, in a fine
baritone voice proceeded to sing “We shall not
grow old” and followed it up by encouraging the
group to join him in a second stanza. Well done
Tom and thank you!

I had asked David Jeffrey to propose the toast
to the RAF Regiment, and in his remarks he
asked that we all consider the words printed at
the end of every edition of “Chapter Chatter”
“We are Bonded”.

Quite honestly I for one hadn’t really
considered why we “Old Rocks” bond so readily
with one another and the more it dawned on me,
the more obvious it became. We were all
created in a specialized way of life that once
indoctrinated we can never forget. Mention to a
90 year old, or the youngest 60 year old member
a Squadron Number, or place or even the name
of revered “Danny Gourd”, and immediately you
are transported to the fellowship and trust we
put in each other.

How else can I as a Canadian, long removed
from the U.K. walk into a gathering of my peers
at say Nidd Hall, for a Corps weekend, and
immediately be treated as an equal. To be
greeted and treated as really all human beings
should be, with respect and immediate
acknowledgement.
David in his comments hinted at our pride in our
Regiment! Might I suggest that each of us
consider the thought that we are bonded in so
many ways and that we treat this responsibility
with great respect.
Per Ardua Iain C. Purves, President

Treasurer’s Report
At a recent executive meeting I was able to

show our bank statements to be in “the black”. A
full statement will be presented at the AGM and
possibly a synopsis will be included in the next
Chapter Chatter”

Our balances are $1345.99 in our Current
Account with a total of$742.82 in our Standard
fund. Your Executive has requested that we set
up a monthly transfer from the Current Account
to the Standard Fund of $10.00 per month. This
is being done to save additional bank charges
being charged against the Standard Fund for
non-activity within that account

David Jeffrey, Treasurer

Secretary’s Report

At our Executive Meeting it was decided that
since no ballots were returned to the Secretary
for voting on the proposed ballot for your
Executive for the past fiscal year, this year we
would ask the membership to either acclaim the
standing Executive. If no replies are received
and no members put forward their names to
stand for any of the positions, then your current
Executive will all be acclaimed for yet another
year.

Our Annual General Meeting will be held at
447 Wing, RCAFA, at the clubhouse on
Homestead Drive, Mount Hope. The date will be
September 6th at 1400 hours. Lunch and
refreshments will be available.

Roy Gourley Secretary

Ceremonial.

We are again participating in the Warrior’s
Day Parade at the CNE in Toronto on August
14th, 2014. There will only be a few of our
members from Hamilton and District on parade
that day due to other commitments, or are just
unable to march the full parade route. We are
urging as many members in the Toronto area
who are available to march with us. The timing
is, we form up at Gage Park in front of the
Princes Gate at 09.30 hours. The parade will
move off at 10.00 hours. As most of you know
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