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President’s Report

As always September to December are the
busiest months of the year for the Chapter. It
was really gratifying to have such a decent
turnout at the Annual “Dressing of the Graves”
ceremony at St. Paul’s Anglican Church,
Glanford. We were delighted to have Capt.
Mort.Lightstone, CD. join with us.

Mort has a total of 6000 hours flying time logged
in his log book, quite a few as a transport pilot
flying the wounded out of Korea. An
accomplished photographer and writer he has
submitted an outstanding report on the
ceremony at St. Paul’s and we take pleasure in
adding it as an additional story to this edition of
“Chapter Chatter” Thanks Mort.

Our next endeavour saw our group, all 18 of
us (Members and wives) taking part in this years
Remembrance Day Service at the Canadian
Warplane Heritage Museum. . More pictures and
the story are published elsewhere in this edition.

Our final ‘get together’ this year is our
Remembrance Luncheon, held once again at
the “Judge and Jester’ in Grimsby, Ontario. It
must be a sign that we are all getting just that bit
older since I was asked to bring the time of the
Lunch forward to 13.00 hours so that we could
arrive and go home safely during daylight hours

Thankfully the weather turned out to be dry
and crisp and eighteen of us sat down to enjoy a
festive repast.

.Should we have ribs or fish?

Our waitress kept us all in order, and
thankfully our checks were too! Not an easy task
when couples were ordering and talking, and
moving about to socialize!

Where is David Jeffrey?

Your President had, unwittingly, closed off the
last car park space, and David had to go and
find somewhere else to park. Sorry Dave!!!!!

After outlining a short history of the Royal Air
Force Regiment, Iain proposed the toast to the
Corps. I would like to thank Frank Mills for his
reading of a poem to, and proposing the toast to
our Fallen Comrades. Rounding off our toasts,
Roy Gourley honoured Her Majesty the Queen.

As we awaited our luncheon David Jeffrey
gave a short talk on the speaker who was giving
the address at the Military Institute Dinner. The
speaker was a lady Colonel in the Canadian
Military Police who had been on loan to the
Afghanistan Police Forces. David explained how
with mutual respect the training and progress
had been accepted by both parties!
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As Marion and I prepare to leave for sunnier
climes may we wish you all our very “Best
Wishes for this Christmas Season’, and your
very “Good Health in the coming New Year!

Iain C. Purves

Treasurer’s Report

During this coming month of December, I shall
be preparing the dues notices so that we remain
a viable organization. Although our actual
operating year is August to July, our fiscal year
is January to December. Therefore, you may
expect to receive your dues notice early in the
New Year.

Amazingly, as we go to press, I have received
dues for 2013 from two members already. Thank
you George Stephen, also Derek Rolt, (one of
Danny’s boys!) Those of you who receive the
newsletter electronically have certainly helped
our finances and enabled us to maintain the
current dues structure of $35.00 per year for full
members, and $20.00 per year for associate and
friend members. An update on our two accounts
from the latest Bank statements show that our
General account stands at $924.44 and our
contingency fund account is at $742.64

Respectfully submitted. David Jeffrey

Ceremonial and Kit

A new RAF Regiment Shop facility has
opened in RAF Honington. The Regiment has
joined forces with ISS (The catering, retail and
leisure provider at RAF Honington and many
other military bases). The new facility opened for
business on Friday, October 20

th
.

Based in the “Spar Shop” in RAF Honington it
will share the same location and opening hours
plus staff as before. If you require to order any
RAF or RAF Regiment branded items directly
from the shop please contact Squadron Leader
Tony Nelson at antony.nelson571@mod.uk, or if
you prefer, you can order through me. It should
be noted that this new facility has no connection

or responsibility with the previous shop. Our
Chapter has additional contacts with other
suppliers in the U.K. so let me know if we can be
of assistance in placing your order.

Frank Mills

Membership Report

Our membership has enjoyed a welcome
boost in numbers with the return of Roberta and
George Stephen. Welcome back, we missed
you both. As a result of our advertisement in
“The British Canadian” newspaper we are
currently in touch with four possible new
applicants. They are all ex “Rocks’, and have
currently been sent, or E-mailed information.
Here is the current information we have on
them:

Basil Davenport, Owen Sound, Ontario. (UK and
Germany)

Phil Jones, London, Ontario. (awaiting info)

“George” gbraff@ rogers.com

Bert Toons, Calgary. Alberta.(15 LAA
Squadron, Watchet, RAF Lakenheath, Demo
Flight .)

Should anyone recognize the names of these
lads please let me know!

Marion Purves

Secretary’s Report

1. Your Executive decided to place an
advertisement in the “British Canadian”
newspaper asking anyone who wore
“The Flash” or were part of our RAF
support group to get in touch with us,
with the idea that some respondents
would like to join the Chapter. This was
duly done, and we received a number of
replies. Information and application
forms were sent to them, unfortunately,
as yet, none have joined!

2. At the November 1
st

Executive meeting
some previously voted on amendments
were made to our Constitution. Copies
of these changes were mailed to all
members asking them to review the
changes, and to let us know if they
agreed to them. They were advised that
if no replies were received, then it would
be assumed that all members were in
agreement. Since no replies were
received it has been declared that the
changes were “Accepted”.

Roy Gourley
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Sick and Welfare

We are fortunate that only one of our members
has reported for ‘sick parade’ this session.
Maury Lambert is still undergoing more tests, so
we hope that he has a successful outcome and
will be feeling better soon!

Brian Patten

Congratulations

Gain for Canada! John Pulinski is now a
Canadian Citizen! Our member John, who you
may remember has turned out for our Parades
many times in uniform has now retired from
service in the Armed Forces of the United States
of America and in July, received his Canadian
Citizenship papers.

His next step of course was to gain
employment, but where? Well it seems that his
skills as a “Chinook” pilot have set him on a
course to be inducted into the Canadian Forces.
John is also qualified on other types of
helicopter and until recently was also engaged in
duties with the U.S. Coast Guard.

At the moment it appears that paperwork has
that age old habit of moving slower than you
know what! So here’s wishing John “All the Best”
in his endeavours. To his wife Caroline and
Daughter Alexandra we also wish for a smooth
transition into this next phase of John’s life.

David Jeffrey

Medal Presentations

This month has been a fortunate one for a few
of our members. Both Willie Wood and Roy
Gourley have received their Pingat Jasa
Malaysia Medals and it was intended to present
them both with them at our luncheon. ”Willie”
unfortunately had a prior engagement, so we will
do the honours at our next meeting.

Four members of the Chapter have been the
recipients of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Medals. The medals were presented on various
occasions, and since the recipients were
receiving them sometimes in a formal setting or
in one case informally, the details were not
always forthcoming. Even your photographer
had quite a job recording the events we were
invited to! (The results when a group are taking
cell phone shots all at the same time have to be
seen to be believed.)

Above is John Wreglesworth whose award
was for his services to the Canadian Air Cadets
and for the many positions and volunteer efforts
he has performed in support of Toronto Wing,
Number 408-437 of the RCAF.

David Jeffrey is to be congratulated for his
endeavours coaching soccer for a number of
years. Serving as an officer for 24 years with the
Canadian Air Cadets. Took a group of 9 Cadets
to Medicine Hat, Alberta, (St. Catherines Twin
City) for the “Canada 125 celebrations. David is
currently President of the Niagara Royal Military
Institute.



Chapter Chatter Newsletter of the Canadian Chapter of the Royal
Air Force Regiment Association

4

Unfortunately, as yet we haven’t managed to
get Brian Patten to pose for a photograph. We
were honoured to hear that his medal was
presented to acknowledge his many years of
volunteer services driving for the Canadian Red
Cross. Brian currently serves the Chapter as our
“Sick and Welfare” officer. Quite an appropriate
position considering Brian’s previous
volunteering experiences.

At a much larger presentation we were with
Frank Mills being presented with his medal, and
the citation read, “Frank served in the British
Army for 14 years mostly with the TAVR, with
the RAF Regiment for 5 years. After coming to
Canada he joined the Royal Hamilton Light
Infantry, serving as its Training Officer for 6
years. In 1979 he transferred to the Argyll And
Sutherland Highlanders of Canada serving for 2
years as their Training Officer. He then went on
to serve for the next 6 years as Regimental
Cadet Corps Commanding Officer before
rejoining the parent unit for an additional 5 more
years.

He has coached soccer in Canada for 38 years,
and at present is the Manager of Hamilton
Sparta Soccer Club’s Men’s Premier Division
Team.

In addition to his busy lifestyle, Frank has also
served as Property Manager for Central
Presbyterian Church for 20 years before serving
in the same position at McNab Street
Presbyterian Church for 3 years, where he also
does duty as a Deacon’

Frank, David and Iain were fortunate to have
their photograph taken with a representative of
the Canadian Mounted Police on the occasion of
the medal presentation to Frank Mills. To our
four recipients, each and everyone was a
deserving recipient, the Chapter extends its
congratulations to you all.

The presentation proceedings are slated to run
until the end of this current year so please, if you
are a recipient, send me your photos and the
details for publishing in our next “Chapter
Chatter”.

Grave Decoration Ceremony.

The Graves of the British Airmen.

This year we were honoured to have Capt.
Mort Lightstone join us in the Service of
Remembrance and the Decorating of the Graves
of the sixteen RAF Airmen who lost their lives
whilst undergoing training at RAF Mount Hope
as part of the Commonwealth Air Training
Scheme. Mort has kindly submitted an excellent
pictorial record of the service which we are
pleased to add as an addendum to this issue of
“Chapter Chatter”

One question has always been uppermost in
many of our minds as we viewed the dates of
the accidental deaths of these fine airmen,
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especially the five who all died on the same
day.. In a conversation with Jack Frazier of 447
Wing, RCAF it was explained that an “Anson”
was incoming having declared a fire on board.

The station fire/rescue unit was sent to the end
of the runway to follow the aircraft as it landed.
The pilot veered the aircraft onto the grass verge
and the fire truck pulled up across the runway
and as the two-man crew jumped out to start the
rescue. A second “Anson” with a crew of three
aboard had been mistakenly allowed to land on
the occupied runway. It smashed into the fire-
tender killing the two fire fighters and the three
members of that aircraft. Thankfully the crew of
the first aircraft all escaped injury.

Attack on Camp Bastion

On the night of Friday, September 14
th
, 2012,

a force of 15 “Taliban” dressed as United States
personnel cut the wire on the U.S fence
surrounding that side of Camp Bastion. In the
space of the 5 hour ensuing firefight, two United
States marine ranking officers were killed and it
was reported that five members of the RAF
Regiment were injured.

The “Taliban” intruders managed to destroy six
“Harrier” ‘Jump Jets” as well as three petrol
bowsers. In total the damage was reported as
about $200 million dollars.

Below is a copy of the wording of a letter sent
by the Chief of the Air Staff to the Commandant
General of the Royal Air Force Regiment. Air
Commodore ‘Nick’ Bray.

“Last weekend’s events at Bastion Airfield
have once again demonstrated the
considerable worth of the RAF’s Force
Protection capability and of the RAF
Regiment in particular. While there will,
undoubtedly, be lessons to learn from this
complex and well executed attack. It is clear
to me that the manner in which 5FP Wing
and 51 Squadron RAF Regiment conducted
themselves, was indicative of the highest
standards of both the Service and the Corps.
Given the determined nature of the attack
and the complexities of delivering a robust
response under testing Combined and Joint
conditions, it is considerable testimony to
the leadership, agility and robustness of the
Squadron’s Gunners that the insurgents did
not wreak more destruction and havoc at
Bastion.

I would therefore, be grateful if you would
pass on my sincere appreciation to those
involved in repelling the attack, but also
affirm to your Force the considerable respect
I have for them and the continued critical
contribution they make in the delivery of Air
Power.”

CAS

As you might well imagine we ex-members of
the Corps are extremely proud of the words and
context of the above message. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to both the families of the
United States Marines killed in this attack, and to
the families and the “Gunners” themselves
injured in this engagement. The initial report of
the engagement was published in the “Sun”
newspaper, saying only however that five RAF
Regiment personnel had been injured in the
attack.

.

“Well Done 51 Squadron”

A report was aired here in Canada on BBC
World, and within minutes I had a phone call
from Frank Mills. He outlined the report and then
added his own news. Apparently on his return to
the U.K. and after his demarcation leave, he
reported to a new Squadron being formed at
RAF Catterick.

He was the ninth member to report, and the
Adjutant. upon reading Frank’s RAF Form 543R
noted that he was a qualified mortar man. “You
are Mortar Flight” was the order! “Oh and by the
way, how did you get your boots so ‘bulled’ up
as that?” We can only guess that Frank’s prior
service with Number 63 Field Squadron stood
him in better stead than he thought.

FM / ICP
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Official Report

Part of the official report as published on the
RAF Regiment Association web page noted,“
The RAF Force Protection Wing based at Camp
Bastion was quick to react, deploying forces
throughout the camp, with 51 Squadron RAF
Regiment pushing out onto the airfield and the
RAF Police from the Bastion Security Squadron
maintaining security around key installations
throughout the camp.

The RAF Regiment gunner’s aim was to
reclaim control of the airfield. Supported by a
number of different direct fire weapons, and co-
ordinating the assault with members of 2/10
Battalion U.S. Marine Corps, they moved
methodically across the airfield engaging in
various fire- fights as they dealt with pockets of
resistance over a period of some four hours’

Stories of Interest!

RAF Pilot Awarded the DFC.

Flight Lieutenant Gerald Wyatt, a Chinook
Helicopter Pilot has been awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for “Outstanding
bravery and airmanship”, in evacuating
battlefield casualties during an engagement in
Helman Province in southern Afghanistan.

Captaining a high readiness Chinook
helicopter he was scrambled to recover a
wounded serviceman with a serious neck
wound. On arriving at the recovery area it was
immediately obvious that the site was under
enemy fire. Putting the needs of his own safety
aside, Flight Lieutenant Wyatt held the aircraft
on the ground so that the Medical Response
Team could attend to and rescue the wounded
man, despite the fact that there was continuous
incoming small arms fire.

The RAF Regiment Force Protection team were
deployed from the craft and assisted the troops
on the ground whilst the recovery was made. On
re-entry to the Chinook it became apparent that
one of the RAF Regiment gunners had been
shot in the shoulder and required urgent
treatment.

Wyatt kept his nerve under a hail of incoming
gunfire and only lifted off after ensuring that the
wounded personnel and recovery teams were
back on board. During the return flight it became
apparent that the aircraft had sustained
significant damage, losing both radio and

electrical services. To compound matters further
an oil leak in the rear transmission caused the
craft to shake and vibrate making safe handling
virtually impossible.

Transmitting a Mayday signal he safely
piloted the aircraft down to a landing in the
desert where he managed the transfer of the
rescue team and the casualties to a support
helicopter. Electing to remain with the downed
aircraft he calmly began to erase critical mission
information and sensitive equipment whilst
awaiting his own recovery some ten minutes
later.

“Flying the Incident Response Team Chinook
has been an honour” Flight Lieutenant Wyatt
said, “ but it is also very much a team effort,
from those who maintain the aircraft, the
aircrew, the medics and the RAF Regiment
gunners who provide the security”

Our congratulations to all who fly and support
our troops in Afghanistan!

Willie’s Tale
Towards the end of my service as an

Instrument Fitter in the Royal Air Force, I was
posted to RAF MB Seletar in Singapore. After
working my butt off at RAF Leeming as only one
of two instrument fitters for the night-fighter
squadron there. It was wonderful to find out I
was one of eighteen at the maintenance base.
Some kind of mix-up with the staffing requisition
sent out many times the required number of
fitters, thus the large number of us. As such, we
could arrange so that a batch of us could have
every second day off, unless of course you had
an aircraft problem needing your attention.

My buddy Dave Conway and I decided to
invest in a couple of kayaks offered for sale by
two lads leaving for the U.K. We used the
kayaks on our days off to have fun hunting for
snakes in the mangrove swamps. Because of
the calm seas, we always waited for the
Sunderland Flying Boats to take off or land,
causing a wake, so that we could hit the waves
with our kayaks. Just as well they weren’t huge
waves, because, as I found out later Dave
couldn’t swim. If his craft had capsized, I would
barely have saved myself never mind my pal! I
considered those to be the best years of my life,
with the option to choose like-minded friends
who had a good sense of humour and also
enjoyed a good time.

Willie Wood
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Frank’s Story

During the Malaysian Confrontation, which
occurred from 1962 to 1966 I was posted to 63
Field Squadron, RAF Regiment at RAF Tengah,
Singapore. The Squadron was called out on
many “Alerts”, sometimes it would be a ‘Red
Alert’ which was a ’Trouble-Call”. At other times
a ‘Green’ this was an Internal Security Exercise
so they would have to send out four- ton trucks
each with a driver and escort to pick up the
married personnel who lived ‘off-base’. There
were two main pick-up points, Sembawang
Estate, where I lived, or Hong Kong Park Estate.

The driver, or perhaps his escort would run up
to your door and shout out one of two
commands, “Dragnet”, (this was an exercise), or
“Backlash”, a (trouble impending call)! We
would get these calls at any time, and quite
often, in the early hours of the morning. About
03.30 hours one night we got a call, and the
driver was a little Cockney lad, SAC Dougie
Thacker, a funny little guy.

On his way back to RAF Tengah, it was
pouring rain, and, as usual he was driving a bit
too fast. Losing control of the vehicle on the wet
roads he went into a skid, hitting the edge of a
monsoon drain, before hurling the truck into a
native kampong. The huts in the kampong were
knocked about, spilling the locals out of their
beds and throwing the 23 ‘Rocks’ into a heap in
the back of the truck.

As the truck came to a screeching halt, Dougie
pushed down his window and started shouting at
the ‘locals’, “OK Lets go Johnnie, Backlash,
Backlash”! The 23 “Rocks” who were in the back
of the truck were all lying in a heap, some of
them were bruised, all burst out laughing.
Luckily none of the ‘locals’ were injured, but their
kampong was a total wreck. One of the artistic
lads created a cartoon of the incident and sent it
in to the “RAF News” where it was published.

When I left Singapore almost a year later, the
Kampong was still lying in heaps. I sure hope
Dougie didn’t go back to driving buses in London
when he left the Regiment for ‘Civvie Street’.

In the following photograph, taken during an
Internal Security exercise where the lads are
dressed as “Rioters”. SAC “Dougie” Thacker is
seen leaning on the car next to “Cowboy” Frank
Mills. Keen observers will note the truck with
Army number plates in the background!

Frank Mills.

Olympic Update

In an earlier edition of “Chapter Chatter”
mention was made that RAF Regiment snipers
might be deployed on security duties during the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations and the
up coming Olympic Games.

Above is the cutting from the “Sun” news
paper outlining the role that RAF Regiment
Snipers were to play should there be an incident
with a “rogue” aircraft entering restricted air
space over the Games. Luckily we were not
needed! In a previous “Chapter Chatter’ mention
was made of the Regiment’s role in the safety
preparations for the Olympic Games. As the
saying goes, “Now the real story can be told!”
And now it has been.
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Far East in the News

In 1945 RAF Regiment history was made in
the battle for Meiktila Airfield. Units of the
Regiment fought off a surprise attack by two
companies of Japanese infantry.

Now all these years later the airfield is again in
the news with a report that six crates of almost
perfectly preserved Spitfires have reportedly
been found at or near the airfield. It seems that a
shipment of about 140 Spitfires were delivered
to then the country known as Burma. Since the
Japanese gave up the fight in 1945, the RAF
had no need for them at this point in the war it
was decided that they be buried in the shipping
crates by a force of United States Army
personnel. Agreements have seemingly been
signed with the Myanmar Government to try to
find and exhume the crated aircraft!

So once again it seems history will be
repeated but this time for a more peaceful
purpose.

Remembrance Day Service

For once the sun shone as we gathered at the
Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum for the
Annual Service of Remembrance. In earlier talks
with the CWHM staff we were advised that the
attendance this year was expected to surpass
last year’s attendance of 2000. To facilitate the
expected extra crowd, the usual centrepiece
“Dakota” was being moved onto the apron, and,
in her place were to be the Museum’s
“Hurricane”, the “Harvard” and the “Spitfire”

Consternation was caused prior to the start of
the service as the roar of four engines was
heard outside the huge hanger. Looking out
towards the runways a huge Canadian “CF-5”
was being guided carefully, (very carefully) past
the Museum’s “Lancaster” . We were rapidly
asked to vacate our usual places to
accommodate 25 airmen from CFRB Trenton!

Wives and members who attended the Service.

The service followed the usual format with
choral singing by the choir from a local college,
music by the Salvation Army Silver Band, and a
most moving sermon from the Museum Padre.

Exactly on the stroke of the first note of the
“Last Post” came the spine tingling roar of the
Lancaster’s four Rolls Royce Merlin engines!
The address by renowned broadcaster and
author Ted Barris on the real meaning of a
Soldier’s Silence and why so many don’t like to
speak about their experiences was a real eye
opener!

To conclude the service the Master of
Ceremonies “Bill” McBride asked the various
collective groups to stand and be recognised.
The most applause however was for the airmen
from CFRB Trenton who had all at some time
seen service in Afghanistan!

Chapter Members who attended the Service

We were all invited over to 447 Wing RCAF for
an informal luncheon and a social hour
honouring our Fallen Comrades.

A sincere “Thank You” to all for your ongoing
support!
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A tale of Two Advertisements

Earlier in this edition I had made mention of
the advert that we as a Chapter had placed in a
Canadian newspaper. The wording was as
follows.
“Have you ever worn “The Flash”? Can you

contact someone who did? Perhaps you were
one of the RAF Groups who supported us?

This is our 10
th
. Year as a U.K. sanctioned

Chapter in Canada!
We are actively looking for ex service

members from all branches of the military to join
us in the Canadian Chapter of the Royal Air
Force Regiment Association.

Our aims are simple.
Comradeship, Communication and Contacts.

We have members from coast to coast across
Canada. We have social gatherings & dinners &
attend memorial parades where there are
enough of us to band together. We also publish
an eight-page newsletter four times a year and
we would love to have you on our nominal role.

For more information, please contact…..”

Imagine our surprise when Tom Drinkeld, a
local member called me, and then sent over this
advert from Joe Davidson and the group at
Highland Branch.

“Rockapes Reunited-
Were you a ‘Rockape’ or an RAF Tradesman

who served with an RAF Regiment Unit?
The Highland Branch of the RAF Regiment

Association is on a recruiting drive for serving
and ex-members with the hope of organising a
large reunion to celebrate their 10th Anniversary
in 2007.

Membership is open to all ranks and branch
members including WW2 veterans and serving
members of the Regiment. Any RAF tradesmen
who served in a Squadron are also eligible to
join.

The Branch meets every two months and
moves about between Aberdeen, Inverness and
RAF Lossiemouth and Kinloss. Various social
events and a dinner dance are held during the
year.

The National Association includes members
from all over the U.K. and abroad, so here is
your chance to pull up a sandbag, swing the old
Tilley lamp, and catch up with old friends.

For more information….”

Great minds think alike it would seem! I
wonder how many responses Joe got, if any?

Iain Purves (905) 690-0506
President / Editor iama387@netzero.net

Box 1451,
Waterdown, ON. L0R 2H0.

Roy Gourley (289)-426-1536
Secretary gourleyroy@gmail.com

88,Sandollar Drive,
Mount Hope, ON. L0R 1W0

Dave Jeffrey (905) 938-2316
Treasurer captjay@sympatico.ca

1 Richelieu Drive,
St Catharines,ON. L2M 2B5

Marion Purves (905)-690-0506
Membership iama387@netzero.net

Box 1451,
Waterdown, ON. L0R 2H0

Frank Mills (905)-679-1952
Ceremonial ranger750@sourcecable.net
& Kit 98, Greentrail Drive.

Mount Hope. ON L0R 1W0

Brian Patten (905)-388-8288
Sick /Welfare Unit 21,

145, Rice Avenue,
Hamilton, ON L9C 6R3

You are encouraged to address issues and
suggestions to any member of the Executive at
any time. Our purpose is to serve your interests.

Per Ardua – WI are bonded!


