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DEAR MEMBER,  

SEPTEMBER MEETING                              

Another good attendance to welcome Dave 

’Boy’ Green, MBE, the former British,     

Commonwealth and European Welterweight 

Boxing Champion and his wife Kay to our 

Branch.  Dave gave a fascinating talk on his 

life and career, which he has written about 

and members had the opportunity to        

purchase his book and a DVD of 18       

Championship fights.  My thanks to Branch 

Member Alan Barkes for arranging  Dave’s 

visit. They have been firm friends for over 

30 years.  Dave was made an MBE earlier 

this year for his outstanding work for   

Charities. 

At the meeting Peter Lawrence gave an     

up-date on the NEC Meeting in July 2012.  

The Minutes are on the Associations Web-

site. For members without access the main 

points are on Page 10 of this Newsletter. 

The Christmas Social is on Thursday, 13th 

December 2012 - 12 Noon at The Feathers 

Inn, Wymondham.  The cost for buffet - 

£5.  A Booking Form is enclosed.  Please   

return with your cheque to Graham, our 

treasurer by the 1st of December 2012.  

Thank you.  

Our raffle team ‘The Gotchers’ did another       

wonderful job raising £63.  Again, thanks to 

generous members for prizes and buying 

tickets.  What would we do without you? 

AVIATION MUSEUM, FLIXTON             

Sunday, 12th August 2012.                                                      

Another great day out and thanks to       

members and their ladies for providing  the 

prizes for the tombola stall and  good      

support on the day.  

The weather was kind to us, the public  

turned out in large numbers and there was a 

great atmosphere.  We were in good       

company, the stall next to ours was the RAF 

Regiment Recruiting Team from Honington. 

To add to the day, at 4pm a  ‘Fly Past’ by a 

Spitfire and Mustang, cameras were out and 

everything stopped as all eyes were sky-

wards.  Two wonderful planes. 

Everyone helped out on the stall and we 

raised £286.  £100 will be divided between 

Flixton Museum and the RAFA (Beccles and 

Southwold).  What super members and their 

ladies we have in Norfolk.  Thank you. 

BRANCH LUNCH                                       

’Moments Restaurant’ Scratby. Wednesday, 

10th October 2012 - 12Noon for 12.45pm.  

36 members have booked and we look      

forward to an enjoyable meal and of course 

great company.   

We will be having a raffle, so prizes are  

welcome.   

CONGRATULATIONS 

To Branch Member Tony Leonard and wife 

Dorothy who were married on Saturday, 

29th September 2012.  We wish them every 

happiness.  

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY PARADE            

11th November 2012 - 2.15pm. Market 

Cross, Wymondham.   
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FROM THE RAF REGIMENT SECRETARY 

CLOSURE OF EAST KENT BRANCH  - RAF 

REGIMENT ASSOCIATION 

The East Kent Branch which was founded in 

1989 as a Branch of the RAF Regiment     

Comrades, has now closed owing to declining 

and ageing membership.  It enjoyed a close 

association with the RAF and then the MOD 

Fire School at Manston, often as guests at 

their messes. 

The Manston link goes deeper, since two of 

the first RAF Regiment Squadrons to be 

formed in 1942 were at RAF Manston and in 

all, four squadrons served at the station    

during WW11. 

In more recent years, the RAF Regiment had 

strong links with the Fire School there with 

the Commandants often being RAF Regiment 

Officers. 

Although the Branch is now officially closed, 

with all surviving members  being transferred 

onto the Associations  H.Q. Roll, it is         

intended to try and continue occasional   

gatherings at least a couple of times a year.    

Therefore, should any serving or former 

Corps members move into the area and wish 

to meet fellow comrades, pleas contact:      

Bill Epps on (BT) 01843 863419 or Cyril 

Claringbold on (BT) 01843583 802 for info 

on the next planned event. 

COMMANDER BRITISH FORCES              

ATLANTIC ISLANDS -                              

It has been announced that former CG RAF 

Regiment Air Commodore R. LaForte CBE MA 

BA RAF will assume the appointment of   

British Forces South Atlantic Islands, in 

March 2013. 

RAF NEWS - JULY 2012                       

FALKLANDS POST FOR STU                    

Gunner Stu Redpath has been appointed   

Command  Warrant Officer on the Falkland 

Islands. Formerly based at High Wycombe, 

he takes over from outgoing CWO Ali       

Serrant.   

He said; ‘I’ve never served in the Falklands 

but I can’t think of a better time to do it as 

the Islands celebrate the 30th Anniversary 

of the liberation.’ 

BASTION BAKES IN AFGHAN HEAT 

WAVE                                       

RAF security teams protecting Camp Bastion 

from insurgent attack are facing an extra 

challenge as temperatures top 50C in a 

scorching Afghan heat wave.                        

Security at the ISAF complex is being      

provided by 51 Squadron RAF Regiment and 

members of 2622 (Highland) Squadron 

RAuxAF Regiment.  

Despite the  searing temperatures RAF,    

Army and Tongan teams mounting security 

patrols in the Bastion area say the tempo of 

operations is as high as ever.                       

‘All the hard work during six months of     

Mission Specific Training has paid enormous 

dividends,’ said Wing Commander Tony Brown, 

Commanding Officer of the Bastion Force 

Protection Wing.   ’All elements of the Wing 

have risen to the challenges presented in 

Helmand and the team have gelled together 

really well.  We are now firmly settled into 

this tour and look forward to developing the 

Force Protection of Camp Bastion and       

contributing to the wider campaign in         

Afghanistan.’ 

The Wing has been joined by No 2 Tactical 

Police Squadron, from RAF Henlow, and     

soldiers from the Tongan Defence Service 

and elements of 16 Regiment, Royal Artillery, 

together forming the Bastion Force          

Protection Wing.  

Since their arrival in mid-April they have 

taken responsibility for the security of the 

Camp Bastion complex, one of the busiest 

airfields in the world with more than 30,000 

people working on site.                                     



3 

They are also responsible for patrolling the 

surrounding area covering a span of over  

600km to prevent insurgent attacks  against 

the airfield and its personnel.                      

 

‘We have made sure that the tempo of       

operations has not fallen during the transi-

tion and we continue to deny the insurgents 

the ability to operate around Camp Bastion,’ 

explained Squadron Leader Kev McMurdo, 

Officer Commanding 51 Squadron RAF      

Regiment.  ’We are now looking to the future, 

planning operations to ensure we stay one 

step ahead of the insurgents,’ he added.                    

 

Lance Corporal Liam Telford, a gunner on 51 

Squadron, said : ’The Squadron has been 

working hard since we arrived, making good        

progress and the lads are happy to be here, 

despite the incredible heat.’       

 

BIRMINGHAM BRANCH NEWSLETTER 

AUGUST 2012                                          

RAF Regiment Memorial  Garden - a statue of 

a Regiment Gunner? 

In October’s 2011.  I published the following 

article about the possibility of having a   

statue of a RAF Regiment Gunner in the  RAF 

Regiment Memorial Garden at the NMA.  The 

article was stimulated by Durham Light   

Infantry veterans appeal for funds to     

commission a statue of a DLI bugler. 

 

The statue is a project I have often thought 

about but it would take much more effort to 

raise the money needed than was required 

for the  RAF Regiment Memorial and Garden 

in the first place.                                                    

 

To finance the RAF Regiment Memorial     

Garden, the Appeal Fund set up by the       

Birmingham Branch Fund, then joined by a 

RAF Regiment Fund, raised £11,273. 00      

between us - out of which the Birmingham 

Branch Fund raised £5, 426.00 or 62%  of  

the total and the RAF Regiment Fund £4,631 

or 38% of the total.  Later another £850.00 

was raised to fund various improvements.                      

 

That’s a total of £12,123 and is a very long 

way from the £75,000 cost of the DLI    

statue.  But just think about it - how        

marvellous it would be to have a statue of a 

RAF Regiment Gunner in the Garden. 

 

The Birmingham Branch started fundraising 

for the NMA plot on 28th July 1998 when 

the Birmingham Branch Memorial Garden  

Appeal was kick - started by a £100.00     

donation from Birmingham Branch member 

Chris Baxter and it took us a further three 

years to raise the total amount. 

 

It would take much longer to raise around 

£75,000 at the rate we raised the original 

amount, about 18-20 years but if I am to see 

it come to fruition, it will have to be much 

sooner, so the fundraising would have to be 

much more effective. 

 

Do you think we could do it?  Sadly I don’t 

think the Birmingham Branch could, for      

although we have done it once, we are all now 

much older and I believe it would take some-

one  a bit younger to take on such a big    

challenge.  We all know that nothing is       

impossible for the ’Rocks’ so maybe someone 

will take it on.           

 

ROYAL AIR FORCE IN CONCERT 

Celebrating Her Majesty The Queen’s         

Diamond Jubilee.   

Norwich Theatre Royal on Sunday, 2nd        

December 2012.                     

Featuring Royal Air Force Bands - Royal Air 

Force Squadronaires - The Salon Orchestra.  

Conductor Wing Commander Duncan Stubbs.                      

Compared by either Alan Dedicoat, Ken Bruce 

or Lynn Bowles.   

Tickets from £16 - £30.                            

Tel. 01603 630000. 
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ROOF OVER BRITAIN. The Official Story 

of Britain’s Anti Aircraft Defences 1939/42 

Continued.                                                       

Lessons were learned from this raid, which 

was the first chance of trying out the       

effect of anti-aircraft fire and fighters in 

action together.   The fighters reported 

that the bursts of anti-aircraft fire were of 

great assistance in locating the enemy.    

Gunners found that the great superiority in 

speed of the Spitfire over a German bomber 

made it difficult to know when to stop firing 

at an enemy ’plane being pursued by a     

Spitfire. 

So our Ack-Ack gun crews, not altogether 

displeased with their day’s work and well 

content with being the lucky ones to draw 

first blood, collected their empty shell    

cases and hoped the enemy would return. 

A.A. Guns in the Shetlands.                      

The Shetlands were the first part of the 

British Isles to be bombed and there was a 

song to celebrate the event.  The title of 

the song, ’Run, Rabbit, Run,’ referred to the 

only casualty sustained during the raid.  It 

was clear some A.A. defence was required - 

though not, of course, for  rabbits, which 

already had shelters.                                  

The guns landed one mild day in January 

1940.  Battery Headquarters was estab-

lished and the guns were sent immediately 

to their sites in a remote corner of the     

island some 30 miles away.  The crews      

settled down in what accommodation they 

could find, and started to dig their gun      

positions by day and think of ways of     

keeping out the cold by night.                     

Before their arrival the Germans had come 

frequently, so they had high hopes of daily 

action.  Nothing of the kind occurred.  

There was one raid soon after arrival, but no 

more for many weeks.  This is recorded 

merely as a coincidence but to the         

Shetlanders it was much more.  The gunners’ 

prestige soared.   Most of the gunners were 

Yorkshire men, with a sprinkling of young 

Scots.  They were short of men and there 

was no question of leave, not even for a few 

hours in Lerwick.                                            

The local people depended for their living on 

Shetland wool.  The women walked along   

carrying great baskets of peat on their 

backs and knitting all the time.   At night 

the gunners would go into the cottages and 

drink tea.  The Northern Lights were      

magnificent; the men could have read the 

newspapers at midnight if they had had any.                                                 

The social event of the week on each site 

was the visit of an E.N.S.A. Film Unit.  It 

was a godsend to everybody.  The apparatus 

was rigged up in a hut and the shows were 

open to Shetlanders.  They came from miles 

around, by every possible means of convey-

ance except Shetland ponies, of which there 

seemed to be very few.                               

Many of the islanders had never seen a film 

before and never seen a train.  Afterwards 

they would push back the benches, sprinkle 

French chalk on the floor, and dance to    

music from the Film Unit’s sound apparatus. 

Most of the Shetlanders only knew their 

own reels but the gunners soon introduced 

them to cultural advances of the mainland. 

Probably the temperature in Shetland was 

no lower than on the mainland.  It was the 

wind that made it so bitter.  There were 

times when it was impossible to stand up.   

Like all A.A. units, they had the problem of 

how to fill spare time in the evenings, when 

the work was finished but they were tied 

down to the site.   In some, this is an easier 

matter in really lonely places than it is when 

the men are tantalisingly near the amenities 

of a big town but might as well be in the  

Shetlands for all the chance there is  of 

getting to them. 
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On really lonely sites the gunners know they 

must provide their own entertainment and so 

settle down to doing it.  Some odd little insti-

tutions sprang up.  At one site a club was 

formed which called itself the ‘Ding Bats.’  

The members made nonsensical remarks and  

as if they generally behaved (off parade) as 

if they were fey.  It was a sort of inoculation 

against insanity.                                        

 

There was also the usual spelling bees,       

language classes and debates, and an          

occasional concert with the villagers as       

audience.  Add to this the most important of 

all occupations of service men in lonely places 

- reading letters, writing letters, and looking 

forward to receiving letters.  

 

The Searchlights settle in                         

The Shetlanders were glad to welcome the 

gunners.   Not all communities are so enthusi-

astic.  Take the case of a certain Searchlight 

Battery - neither typical nor extra-ordinary.  

A searchlight site was erected about half a 

mile from a village and the inhabitants, partly 

farmers, partly miners, were perturbed.   

 

They had never been bombed and felt that 

with the arrival of the searchlights they very 

well might be.  So they held an indignation 

meeting and sent a letter of protest to the 

War Office.  To aggravate matters, the only  

billet for the troops, until their huts were 

built, was the village hall where all the social 

events were normally held. 

 

But the men were determined, by their      

behaviour, to fight this hostility and they did 

so to such purpose that, instead of pursing 

their protest to the War Office, the          

villagers gave them a twelve guinea wireless 

set.  In no time at all, the troop clerk became 

engaged to the daughter of the local police-

man and when the huts were finished the vil-

lagers sent presents of furniture.   

Shortly after, the expected bomb did fall.  

It was not a big one, and it did not land on 

the village: it landed about 100 yards from 

the site, where it made quite a mess of the 

cookhouse.  Nobody was hurt but next    

morning the entire village turned out to see 

if any help was needed. 

 

Then the battery was moved a matter of 50 

miles.  Another protest meeting was held,  

another letter sent to the War Office, this 

time protesting against the removal.  But it 

was much in vain as the first one.   However, 

the link was not broken.   The village hired a 

coach, travelled the 50 miles, taking        

comforts, cigarettes, etc’, and a party was 

held on the new site. 

 

One Searchlight Battery, made up largely of 

townsmen, found their first war-station to 

be on one of the most isolated parts of    

Britain, on the bleak, lonely Derbyshire 

peaks.  They arrived in icy, snowy weather in 

a tiny village which consisted of one street, 

about 90 inhabitants and a handful of houses.   

 

The village was on top of a hill, so steep that 

it took only 20 minutes to walk down it to the 

nearest village but 55 minutes of hard walk-

ing to get back.  A five mile march once a 

week, was necessary in order to have a bath.  

 

The site which the troops had to build was 

four miles away from the village where the 

men were billeted.  This necessitated a 

march every morning with picks, spades and 

wheelbarrow.  Although the site was so high, 

no sign of human habitation could be seen   

except an occasional lonely farmhouse.   

 

The men were cheered up to discover that 

opposite was what seemed a flourishing farm.  

But from the start the farmer put up a ’Not 

Welcome’ front; he would not even let them 

have water with which to make tea - not, at            



6 

least, till urgent representation was made by 

the troop officer.  The farmer also thought 

that the arrival of troops  would bring bomb-

ing.  It was pointed out to him that, if he 

happened to be right, he would probably need 

the help of the very men he was antagonising, 

and, grudgingly, he saw sense.                    

During that very severe winter of Christmas 

1940, there was  along period during which it 

was impossible to get fresh rations to the 

snowed-up troops.  They had to make do on 

iron rations.  But, thanks to a good troop   

officer, they didn’t miss one mail.  Through 

blizzards, rain-storms, snow, sleet and hail 

he rode his motorcycle to and from head-

quarters, some 30 miles away.   

Being an officer under these conditions is an 

arduous unglamorous job, but a tremendously 

valuable one.  His personality and conduct can 

make all the difference between               

philosophical endurance and discontent.      

The first winter was not easy.  Snow fell    

early in December and about Christmas time 

a frost set in which held until well into     

February.   All over the country there was 

great inconvenience.  To give a typical         

example, a dozen men at a Light A.A. site in 

the Basingstoke area were isolated for three 

days.  The ration truck could not get to them 

nor the mobile water unit, and it is extra-

ordinary how much snow you have to melt to 

get enough water for shaving.        

Over in Norfolk there were gales which 

drove the snow into drifts, sometimes 15 

feet deep.   The ration truck found them-

selves driving across fields - not that it made 

much difference where they drove, since 

there was no prospect of them reaching 

their destination.   Wooden boxes were     

collected and runners made for them, partly 

out of bits of an old pram, partly with bent 

steel.  The rations were loaded on and pulled 

three or four miles across fields.  Coal was 

carried in sandbags.         

Not even the weather could hold up neces-

sary movements of units, such as the sending 

of special protection to areas which might be 

in special danger.  Here is an idea of what 

conditions on one such move were like, taken 

from an officer’s diary. 

‘10th January 1940’                     

These damn guns were wallowing all over the 

place.  I stood up the entire day, looking 

backward at the convoy mostly, sometimes 

looking forwards, but   usually with my heart 

in my mouth wondering how long till some-

thing happened.  We got to our destination at 

18.30 hours.  I gave some of the men a rum 

ration.  Riding on top of open vehicles the 

cold was beyond belief, it would have gone 

through anything.                

On the way we passed hundreds and          

hundreds of duck, mostly teal and mallard, all 

over the road and railway line; we really had 

a difficult time to get them out of the way - 

poor brutes, I suppose it was cold and       

hunger.  Physically I like to think I am fairly 

hard - I have been cold before and hellish 

cold too, but never in my life have I met any-

thing like this.   When we stopped it was     

difficult to stand, so we were glad to push 

on, contact with the ice seemed more remote 

when we were moving.’ 

What the Guns Really Do                              

In the first two years of the war, as already 

stated, A.A. guns were responsible for        

destroying nearly 600 aircraft over this 

country.   Many more were damaged by A.A. 

fire and of these a fair proportion failed to 

reach their home bases.  This is not purely 

conjecture but inference from a number of 

factors, such as the condition of damaged 

aircraft when last seen and the examination 

of wreckage and bodies washed ashore.       

But the principal achievements of A.A. guns - 

and this is not generally realised - lie not in 

the destruction of enemy aircraft.               

To be continued……                            
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THE TRIUMPH TRW 500CC MILITARY   

MOTORBIKE By Henry Linford 

The Triumph TRW was designed in 1943, but 

by the time the bike was finished, the war 

was over and the military had a surplus of 

bikes. 

In 1948 the Triumph was released in its final 

form and were sold to the British Army as 

well as other branches of the military at 

home and abroad, this continued until 1960, 

in total Triumph turned out 15,939 motor-

bikes. 

In 1951, I was stationed at RAF Gutersloh 

with 22 LAA Squadron and riding the old   

Ariel 350.  Later that year we received the 

new Triumph TRW, which at that time was a 

very modern motorbike.  Of course at 18 

years old and having been the owner of a 

125cc BSA Bantam before I joined the    

Regiment, and now to ride a 500cc Triumph 

was just magic.  I can still remember the 

Registration No. it was 21 AX 92.  

Whilst researching the Triumph on the       

internet, I was pleased to see many of these 

1950’s machines are still around, also parts 

are still available to enthusiasts who want to 

rebuild or keep their beloved bike on the 

road. 

I remember being issued with very large 

overcoats, called ’DR Coats’ (Despatch Rider) 

and a very heavy crash helmet.  And when 

the Squadron went out on ’Exercise’ The DR 

would control the convoy.    

We were also issued with a pistol and         

holster, (no I never got to use it), but I do 

remember blocking off a road in the centre 

of Hamburg and an irate German in a car  

didn’t want to stop and wait for the convoy 

to go through.  So I pulled out my pistol and 

pointed it in his direction, which made him 

change his mind.  Little did he know we were 

never issued with ammunition. 

Whilst researching the Triumph TRW, I 

came across an old mate from 22 LAA   

Squadron.  A picture of him riding a Triumph 

TRW on Luneburg Heath, Germany, 1952.   

Also another picture of Ray Wayman and ‘Big 

Mac’ McRob.  

Derek lives in Christchurch, New Zealand.  I 

am still in touch with him and Ray, I met him 

at the Arboretum a few years ago. 

Editor: Thanks Henry, what an interesting  
story and you never know who is out there.  

iKNOW NOW                                             

My thanks to Colin (the brave) Bale for the 

following. 

It all began with an iPhone.  March was when 

our son celebrated his 17th birthday, and we 

got him an iPhone.  He just loved it.  Who 

wouldn’t? 

I celebrated my birthday in July, and my 

wife made me very happy when she bought 

me an iPod. 

Our daughter’s birthday was in August, so we 

just got her an ipod TOUCH. 

My wife celebrated her birthday in         

September, so I got her an iron.               

Girls can also have their computers! 

It was around that time that the fight    

started . What my wife failed to recognise is 

that the iron can be integrated into the 

home network with the iWash, iCook and                 

iClean.  This inevitably activates the iNag   

reminder service. 

I should be out of hospital next week.   

iHurt. 

BLOOPERS                                  

This is a  compilation of supposedly genuine 

student bloopers collected by teachers.                       

Ancient Egypt was inhabited by mummies.  

They lived in the Sarah Dessert and        

travelled by Camelot.  

The climate of the Sarah is such that the  

inhabitants have to live elsewhere.                                                



8 

 CAMP BASTION ACTION                                    

Letter to CG RAF Regiment from CAS.                                                                       

The events at Camp Bastion in Helmand 

Province, Afghanistan, on the night of      

Friday, 14th September 2012, have been 

well documented in the media.  Analysis of 

the action, is still to be undertaken.       

However, CAS sent the following note to CG 

RAF Regiment. 

‘Last weekend’s events at Bastion Airfield 

have once again demonstrated the consider-

able worth of the RAF’s Force Protection 

capability and of the RAF Regiment in      

particular.   

While there will, undoubtedly, be lessons to 

learn from this complex and well executed 

attack, it is clear to me that the manner in 

which 5FP Wing and 51 Squadron RAF      

Regiment conducted themselves was          

indicative of the highest standards of both 

the Service and the Corps. 

Given the determined nature of the attack 

and the complexities of delivering a robust 

response under testing Combined and Joint 

conditions, it is considerable testimony to 

the leadership, agility and robustness of the 

Squadrons Gunners that the insurgents did 

not wreak more destruction and havoc at 

Bastion. 

I would therefore be grateful if you would 

pass on my sincere appreciation to those   

involved in repelling the attack but also to 

affirm to your Force, the considerable     

respect I have for them and the continued 

contribution they make to the delivery of 

Air Power.’   

Chief of Air Staff   

11 SQUADRON RAF REGIMENT - 90TH 

ANNIVERSARY.   14th September 2012. 

Report from Gordon Coe. We assembled in 11 

Squadron hanger at 14.30hrs for tea and 

coffee.  At 15.00hrs we went outside for 

the afternoons entertainment.  The gunners 

had put on a fine display of weapons and 

equipment, including memorabilia from the 

40’s and 50’s. 

It was nice to handle the piat again without 

having to fire it and risk a broken shoulder. 

I also had the pleasure of being talked 

through the 40mm and 50mm heavy machine 

gun.  We were allowed to play with these and 

even pull the trigger but they refused to put 

a live round in for me.  The fire power of the 

Squadron is formidable. 

It was a privilege and pleasure to meet the 

young gunners, they were very knowledgea-

ble, dedicated and professional.  One young 

expert on the 50mm heavy machine gun told 

me he loved it so much he wanted to marry 

it!  The gunners had recently served in     

Afghanistan, with American Marines.   

Then a Fly Past by the latest Euro Fighter, 

making two low level sweeps over us.   

Music was provided all afternoon and we 

were entertained by the Squadrons very own 

Elvis Presley.  Then the Flights staged a 

physical training competition, flipping a giant 

tyre, dragging a dead man, retrieving items 

from a tub of water while being sprayed by a 

full force fire hose and other strenuous    

exercises, including a tug-of-war. 

Ice cream and popcorn were served all      

afternoon and from 1600hrs until 1830hrs 

the field kitchen provided giant baps with 

beef, or pork and jacket potatoes and curry 

- all free.  Then there was break in proceed-

ings until 1900hrs to give the gunners 

chance to put all the equipment away.   

The party was then to continue in the     

hanger with the cutting of the cake, a glass 

of port, and then entertainment and bar    

until 0200hrs Saturday morning.    

Not being at the level of fitness of the 

young gunners, we took our leave at 18.30hrs 

having enjoyed a great visit in the delightful 

company of 11 Squadron RAF Regiment.   
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ASSOCIATION REUNION AND AGM  

Wyboston Hotel, 28 Sept/1st October.    

Report by Gordon Coe.   

On arrival it was nice to be greeted by the 

National Secretary Frank Xavier and his 

team.   The hotel accommodation, food 

(including the bar) and staff were excellent.        

For the energetic there was a golf course 

and for the less so inclined, large gardens 

and a lake to enjoy a gentle stroll around.  

On Saturday the AGM, a good attendance 

and lively debates. The CG gave an update on 

the Regiment, including the recent incident 

at Camp Bastion. The ladies enjoyed a coach 

trip to Wimpole Hall and Estate. 

The Dining Room for the Gala Dinner was 

decorated in the Regiment colours of blue 

and red-very impressive. Standards were  

paraded.  After an excellent meal the CG 

spoke and then presented Peter Drissell with 

a painting of a Regiment Armoured Car - In 

Action. 

HM The Queen sent the Association a letter 

of congratulation on its Seventieth            

Anniversary.  

Then we adjourned to the bar, where some 

of the dedicated members remained for 

some time but surfaced bright and breezy 

for breakfast.   

On Sunday by coach to RAF Honington.  

There we visited the museum, had lunch and 

then to the Memorial Garden, where the 

parents of a gunner killed in action in Iraq 

2007, laid a wreath.  

Time now to travel to St Edmundsbury      

Cathedral, for Evensong and Dedication and 

Blessing of the Royal Air Force Regiment 

Memorial Tablet.    

There was a full congregation at the          

Cathedral with a good attendance from the 

Association including Norfolk Branch. 

The choir was excellent and the hymns were 

sung with gusto. After the Anthem the 

choir, clergy and representatives of the RAF 

Regiment moved to the Edmund Chapel for 

the prayers and words of Dedication for the 

newly-placed Memorial Tablet.                                      

The Preacher was the Reverend (Wing   

Commander) Jonny Wylie BSc BD MTh RAF, 

who gave a really meaningful Sermon.  Then 

time to go back to the hotel. 

A most enjoyable three days. Meeting up 

with old colleagues and of course making new 

friends.  There is definitely something    

special about the RAF Regiment. 

EXTRA-ORDINARY BEQUESTS            

In 1975, Edward Horley, a former Mayor of 

Altrincham, instructed his solicitors to buy a 

lemon, cut it in two and send one half to the 

income tax inspectorate and the other half 

to the tax collector with the message, ’Now 

squeeze this.’     

Charles Millar, a straight laced Canadian  

lawyer who died in 1928 at the age of 73, 

had a   bizarre sense of humour.  He       

wondered how much people would do in the     

pursuit of money.  To a preacher and a  

judge, who were both against gambling, he 

left shares in a racetrack that would make 

both men automatic members of a horse  

racing club.  Both accepted.   

To a group of ministers who were              

anti-alcoholic, Millar left $50,000 worth of 

shares in a brewery - they all accepted bar 

one.  To three acquaintances who loathed 

each other a holiday home in Jamaica which 

they were obliged to share - which they did.  

Most controversially, Millar bequeathed 

more than $500,000 to the Toronto mother 

who ’has given birth to the greatest number 

of children at the expiration  of ten years 

from my death’.  Millar’s relatives tried - but 

failed to overturn the Will and ten years  

later, four women who each had nine children 

in the ten years shared the money. 
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NEC REPORT (Main points)  July 2012.                                         

The Association has been nominated for a 

legacy from the Estate of the late George 

Sturgess  (Gloucester Branch). 

Lodgements of Standards:                        

The Chapel at RAF Honington is available to 

lodge any Branch Standards that are not   

affiliated to a local church.                     

Chairman’s Report/Address.                     

Apologies received from the Chairman - who 

was unable to attend due to a recent minor   

operation. He also states he is no longer able 

to carry on as Association Chairman because 

of work and family commitments.  Vice Chair-

man to stand in and cover for Chairman until 

AGM elections. 

National Secretary and Treasurer:              

No nominations received for these posts.  

Secretary willing to serve another year.  

Treasurer willing to serve for 3 years. 

Flash Magazine:  Concerns raised about the 

high cost of production and distribution. 

Branch Matters:  The West Yorks and Tyne 

and Wear Branches have been closed because 

they have not returned the correct paper-

work after several requests.  Where mem-

bers have paid their subscription they have 

been attached to the HQ Roll. 

Cenotaph - 167 applications received.  Ballot 

for tickets soon.  Details will follow to      

successful applicants. 

Corps Update:                                            

Regimental Secretary: Made the point that 

the Corps is at its highest point of recogni-

tion by people in all of its 70 years history - 

mentioned in the House of Lords and known in 

other high places.  We don’t want any animos-

ity or schisms in the Association to reflect 

adversely on the Corps as it takes a long time 

to build a reputation and an instant to lose it.  

Under the SDSR Review the Corp will be    

losing up to 2 Wings and affiliated units     

between 2014-15 and post operations.  The 

RAF will be reduced to some 32,000 with the 

Corps meeting approx. 2,500 of that number; 

the RAF have said that they need the      

Regiment to protect any units that are       

deployed abroad. 

NMA - A vote of thanks was recorded to Ron 

Sharpe for his tireless work at the NMA RAF 

Regiment Memorial Garden.  

Accounts - to 31st March 2012                  

Income £12,410.  Expenses £12,567.06   

  Step Saver Account  £44,246.05                       

Every Day Saver            4.761. 51                       

Current Account               458.36                          

Total                         £49,465.92                                   

Overall Assets           £51,400.57 

The Strawman (Way ahead for the             

Association).  Further details available from 

Branch Secretary.  Reminder - full details of 

these Minutes on the Association Website. 

That’s all for now folks!  I look forward to 

the pleasure of your company at the Branch 

Lunch on 10th October 2012.  The Branch 

Meeting on Tuesday, 16th October - 

12.45pm Feathers Inn, Wymondham, when 

our speaker is John Read on ’The History of 

Soap and Washing Powder’.  

I hope you can join us for the Remembrance 

Sunday Parade on 11th November 2012 - 

2.15pm Market Cross, Wymondham.  Service 

at Wymondham Abbey 3pm. And the Branch 

Meeting 15th November 2012, when our 

speaker is David Bailey on ’English Pewter’.    

The next Newsletter will be in December. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Colin Clarke.                                                     

(01502) 585079 
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                             RAF REGIMENT ASSOCIATION - NORFOLK BRANCH 

              Christmas Social with Buffet - Thursday, 13th December 2012 - 12 Noon                                              

                                                 The Feathers Inn, Wymondham. 

Members Name: …………………………………….. 

Cost - £5 per person. 

Please reserve me ………… places at £5.   I enclose a cheque for £ ………….. made payable to 

the RAF Regiment Association - Norfolk Branch. 

Please return this Booking Form with your cheque to Mr. G. Clarkson, 20 Coopers Drive, 

Kessingland, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 7RU, by the 1st December 2012.  Thank you.    
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