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Dear Readers. 
 In last month�s newsletter, the first article 

was headed �Honours for Birmingham Branch� 

and was about two awards.  Our Branch Chairman 
Ron Sharp�s award of the Commandant General�s 

Commendation for his work in the RAF Regiment 
Memorial Garden and our Branch Vice-Chairman 
Dave Gooding�s nomination as Birmingham 

County Chairman, to be elected to that position at 
the end of this year.   
 Well. I am delighted to tell you that at last 
month�s AGM meeting at the Reunion, the 

Branch Chairman Ron Sharp, was called up to the 
front again to be given a second award, this time 
to the Birmingham Branch for our services to our 
injured boys and girls at Selly Oak Hospital.  The 
citation that is printed in full colour, is headed by 
the badge of the RAF Regiment and has the 
Crossed Rifles at the foot of the document, reads 
as follows. 
 

 
 
 As the above heading says, it is a Team 
Award and it is for all those members and friends 

who have donated to our Military Ward Appeal 
Fund. 
 

 These Awards have been set up as a need 
was identified for the Commandant General to be 
able to recognize the efforts of teams or 
individuals within the wider RAF Regiment 
�family�, that is serving and ex-service, who 
would otherwise fall outside the conventional 
Service Commander�s Commendations associated 

with the New Year�s Honours and the Queen�s 

Birthday Honours awards.  As a result, the 
Commandant General will consider awards of his 
personal commendation to suitable Regiment 
�family� nominees on an annual basis. 
 So you can see that these Awards are an 
indication of the considerable appreciation of the 
Commandant General of the successful nominee�s 

efforts on behalf of the RAF Regiment �family�.  

The following letter is from the Branch Chairman 
who also wishes to show his appreciation to all of 
you who have contributed. 

From Ron Sharp 
 Dear members and friends of the 
Birmingham Branch.  At the Reunion Gala 
Dinner, as your Branch Chairman I had the 
honour and privilege of receiving on behalf of the 
Birmingham Branch and friends, the 
Commandant General�s Team Commendation, 

awarded to the Birmingham Branch of the Royal 
Air Force Regiment Association, for its 
outstanding support of the Royal Centre of 
Defence Medicine�s facility at Selly Oak Hospital, 

Birmingham, and for the injured servicemen of 
the United Kingdom�s Armed Forces undergoing 

critical treatment and rehabilitation there. 
 This really is a team award to all that 
contributed in financial or other ways and I and 
the other Branch Officers would like to thank you 
all for your efforts.  A very big well done to all of 
you. 
Ron Sharp, Branch Chairman 

Latest Afghanistan Casualties 
 But as you will see from the following 
articles, we need still more of your money for the 
increasing number of casualties being treated at 
Selly Oak and other hospitals.  UK military 
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casualties in 2007 were 1,442 - UK military 
casualties in 2008 were 1,857 and so far this 
year there have been 1,751 military casualties. 
 The war has lasted for 8 years and to date, 
according to MoD figures, we have 8,300 troops 
in theatre and there have been 229 UK military 
fatalities.  And it must be remembered that for 
every fatality, there are four or five seriously 
injured too.  As total UK casualties are not 
released by the MoD there are limitations in the 
information provided but as you can see, casualty 
numbers are rising so we need more and more of 
your donations.  After four years of fighting in 
Helmand province the number of injured during 
combat is 940, in addition to the 229 killed.  The 
latest figures for the first two weeks of October 
show that seven soldiers were very seriously 
injured which usually suggests loss of a limb or 
eye.  The number of wounded for 2009 has almost 
exceeded the casualties of the previous two years 
put together.  The statistics show that there have 
been 136 very seriously injured troops and 154 
seriously injured since 2001.  
 The number of field hospital admissions 
for combat and also non-battle injuries, such as 
heat exhaustion or infected insect bites, has now 
topped 3,000 of whom 2,700 have been evacuated 
back to Britain.  While the MoD has said its 
facility at the Royal Centre for Defence Medicine 
at Selly Oak, Birmingham, and the rehabilitation 
centre at Headley Court, Surrey are coping with 
the influx; contingency plans are in place if they 
are overwhelmed by wounded.  

Goodies for Our Injured Boys 
  It is most important that we remember the 
dangers that our young men and women serving 
on operations are all facing, so please remember 
the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  
With your help, we can continue to provide these 
small comforts and any other items that members 
of the military staff ask us for.  We can never get 
enough goodies for the lads, so in the mean time, 
your continued support is appreciated for we need 
more money as we only have £18.40 remaining.   
 If any of you would like to contribute 
items or cash directly for this appeal, you must 
contact Warrant Officer �Stoney� (Alan) Wanbon 

RAF, NCO I/C Patient Support Services, or post 
them to him at RCDM, Selly Oak Hospital, 
Raddlebarn Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29 
6JD.  �Stoney� can also be contacted on 07795 
801276.  The Norfolk Branch, has once again, or 

should I say one of its members has, �come up 

trumps� as the following letter shows.  If only all 

our branches could do as well as the Norfolk 
Branch and its members have done and are doing 
for our Appeal.  
From Colin Clarke, Norfolk Branch Secretary 
 Dear Malcolm.  Please find enclosed a 
cheque for £30.00.  This is a donation to the 

Birmingham Branch - Military Aid Appeal from 
Norfolk Branch Member Mr. Alf Newton of 
Cromer, Norfolk.  Alf has just been awarded the 
Commandant General's Commendation for his  
Welfare Services and the Certificate was 
presented to him by our President  
Squadron Leader Paul Bruning (Retd.) at our 
October Branch Meeting.  After the meeting, Alf 
quietly handed me the money and asked for it to 
be forwarded to you.  That's him all over - always 
thinking of others.  We are so fortunate to have 
such a person in Norfolk Branch.  Kindest 
regards, Colin Clarke, Branch Secretary. 

******************** 
 Sadly, we have lost another fine young 
member of the RAF Regiment as you will see 
from the following article, so it is most important 
that we remember the dangers that our young men 
and women serving on operations are all facing, 
so please remember the Appeal Fund your Branch 
Committee have set up.   
Acting Corporal Marcin Wojtak Killed in 
Afghanistan 
 It is with deep regret that the Ministry of 
Defence must confirm the death of Senior 
Aircraftman Marcin Wojtak of the Royal Air 
Force Regiment who was killed in Afghanistan on 
Thursday 1st October 2009.  Acting Corporal 
Wojtak was killed as a result of an explosion 
whilst commanding his vehicle in the desert to the 
south of Bastion Joint Operating Base.   
 Marcin Wojtak was born on 13th 
December 1984 in Leicester. He joined the Royal 
Air Force in 2005 as a Gunner in the Royal Air 
Force Regiment.  On completion of his Basic 
Training at Royal Air Force Honington, he was 
posted to 26 Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment, 
where he served as a Rapier operator.  During his 
time on 26 Squadron RAF Regiment, he 
completed operational tours in the Falkland 
Islands and at Kandahar.  In May 2008 he was 
posted to 34 Squadron RAF Regiment where he 
served on B Flight as a Rifleman.  He deployed to 
Kabul in August 2008 for 6 weeks to perform 
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Force Protection duties.  SAC Wojtak, a Leicester 
City supporter, was a man who was blessed with a 
bubbly character and a soft side, so he was known 
by all as 'Big Ted', short for Teddy Bear.   
 It was, perhaps, for this reason that he 
volunteered to become one of the Squadron�s 

Trauma Risk Managers; anyone could feel 
comfortable talking to him. In short, he cared 
about his colleagues and his friends and was 
always prepared to help them.  During the 
Squadron's demanding pre-deployment training, 
he rose to all the challenges placed before him.  
He was a highly skilled soldier who understood 
his role and executed it with diligence.  He earned 
himself a reputation as a dependable and safe pair 
of hands.  His career as a leader was just 
beginning.  During training, he had shown his 
ability to inspire his friends and so was a natural 
choice to appoint as a Fire Team Commander and 
to Acting Corporal rank.  He was proud of his 
appointment and it was in this role that he 
deployed to Camp Bastion in Afghanistan with 
the Squadron in September this year.   
 On his return home, he was due to attend a 
training course to make this appointment formal.  
The thoughts and prayers of all ranks on 34 
Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment are with 
'Ted's' family and particularly with his girlfriend 
Sam, with whom he was looking forward to 
setting up a home.  His family said: "Marcin 
adored life and was loved by everyone around 
him.  He was a gentle giant who was admired for 
his caring nature and endless kindness.  He placed 
his happiness in the happiness of others.  His love 
of the military led him to a career in the Royal Air 
Force where he remained loyal and courageous to 
the end.  We are so proud of him.  Marcin is a 
beloved son, grandson, brother, uncle and 
boyfriend.  His life was short but well lived and 
he was loved by all.  Always and forever." 
The Repatriation 
 On Friday 9th October 2009, his body was 
flown back from Afghanistan and a repatriation 
ceremony was held at RAF Lyneham, in 
Wiltshire.  At about 11 a.m. his coffin, draped in a 
Union flag, was carried down the ramp of the C-
17 Globemaster by six RAF Regiment pallbearers.  
A short, private ceremony then took place for 
Corporal Wojtak's family.  His coffin was then 
placed in a hearse which passed along the high 
street of nearby Wootton Bassett. 

 A crowd of supporters braved the wintry 
weather to pay tribute to the fallen member of the 
RAF Regiment, as has become the custom in the 
market town since the bodies of British service 
personnel began being brought home via RAF 
Lyneham in 2007.  Lining the route, interspersed 
with the public, were all sixty-five members of 34 
Squadron RAF Regiment Rear Party in No 1 
Dress.  Also attending to pay their respects were 
the Association Standard Bearer John Smart and 
the Association Vice-Chairman Tom Renshaw, 
together with other Association members.  
The Military Funeral 
 The Military Funeral of Corporal Marcin 
Wojtak took place at 11.00 on Friday 30th October 
at the Church of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
(Polish Roman Catholic), Sandy Lane, Melton 
Mowbray, Leicestershire, where hundreds of 
people lined the streets for the funeral.  The town 
came to a standstill as shops were emptied and 
businesses closed down as the cortege passed 
through the town centre after the church service. 
 The RAF Regiment Association�s 

National Standard was paraded with 34 Squadron 
RAF Regt Standard in the church that was flying 
both the Union Flag and the Polish Flag (with 
black ribbons).  The church was packed which 
meant there were quite a number of people outside 
with the service being relayed by speakers.  
 Several high ranking RAF officers were 
outside the church although the Commandant 
General and the Mayor etc., had reserved seats.  
There was a large contingent of members of the 
RAF Regiment including those from the relevant 
squadrons and RAF VRs. 
 Three priests officiated at the service, 
assisted by the RAF Padre and the service was 
both in English and Polish.  All the hymns were 
sung in Polish except one that was sung in 
English.  Standards from organisations across the 
county were presented and dipped outside the 
church before the funeral which spilled over into 
the Polski Klub and onto the streets.  The town 
centre was cordoned off and the cortege (hearse 
and family only) was walked through the centre of 
the town which took approximately 35 minutes 
from the church to the cemetery gate.   
 Crowds packed the pavements from 
Burton Street to Thorpe Road as the cortege made 
its way to the cemetery with the town in complete 
silence and many people in tears.  As the coffin 
passed, draped in a union flag and with a poppy 
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wreath and a bouquet of lilies, people broke into 
spontaneous applause before bowing their heads 
with respect.  The cortege paused outside the 
Royal British Legion Club in Thorpe End, where 
Standards were dipped.  At the cemetery gates all 
the Standards lined the entrance as the funeral cars 
arrived and then repositioned themselves once the 
coffin had been carried to the graveside. The 
escort party were in position, at �Rest on Your 

Arms Reversed�.  The Bearer Party were 
accompanied by a RAF bugler and an additional 
two members of the RAF Regiment who were 
responsible for the coffin tape retrieval.  After the 
graveside service the CG presented his mother 
with the Union Flag that had covered the coffin, 
his peaked cap and his parade belt.   
 Each officer in attendance in turn stood to 
attention at the foot of the open grave saluting 
the interred coffin, then marched to his mother to 
salute her and offer a few words of support.  Then 
the Escort Party fired three volleys in salute and 
then fixed bayonets.   
 All the drill was superb and well timed 
even on the grass and at the appointed time, two 
Harrier Jump Jets flew over low and slow in 
salute.  Once the official side of the funeral was 
over, the friends and family flocked around the 
grave for a Polish send off.  The Commandant 
General walked around chatting to as many 
people as he could. 
 Following the internment there was a 
wake at the Polski Klub, next door to the Polish 
church.  The club was packed and quite a bit of 
mingling went on.  There was a buffet that was 
prepared by the ladies that was much appreciated 
by all after such a long day.  The brother of the 
deceased put on a film of memories which on 
ending got a standing ovation and applause and of 
course cheers.  As you would expect, the whole 
event was run with military precision.  The 
funeral was attended by several Birmingham 
Branch members including the Branch Vice-
President and Standard Bearer Dave Gooding who 
paraded our Standard, the Branch Chairman Ron 
Sharp and one of our Selly Oak Liaison Officers 
Roy Thomas together with his wife Mary. 
 I am indebted to them all for information 
about the funeral.  Roy was especially pleased for 
the Commandant General even had time to be 
introduced to Mary and with true good manners, 
even removed his glove to shake her hand, which 
went down a storm with her.  Roy reminded Mary 

that it was the CGs father�s funeral that he had 
attended as our Standard Bearer, to which the CG 
once again said how much the involvement of the 
Association on that day had meant to him. 
DEATH NOTICES: 
JOHN DOCKER 
 Sadly, in last month�s newsletter I had to 

inform you of the death of our Standard Bearer 
John Docker who passed away on Thursday 1st 
October 2009, but at the time that the newsletter 
had to be posted off for photocopying, so no 
funeral details were available.  The cremation 
Service was held at Sutton Coldfield Crematorium 
at 11.30 a.m. on Tuesday 13th October 2009.  
Several Branch members attended including the 
Branch President Peter Swash, the Branch Vice-
President Dave Gooding who was our Standard 
Bearer, and Mrs. Debbie Gooding, the Branch 
chairman Ron Sharp, Ken Bridgwood the Branch 
Minute Secretary and his wife Hazel, Roy 
Thomas one of our Selly Oak Liaison Officers, 
Cliff Sutor and myself.  Chris Yelverton attended 
representing the Catterick Branch.   
 We all paraded at the side of the Chapel 
entrance as the mourners entered, led by our 
Standard Bearer.  In the Chapel, we were asked to 
seat ourselves to one side of the Chapel so that at 
the end of the Service, we could come to attention 
for the Committal whilst Dave lowered the 
Branch Standard.  Then I recited the Homage 
�They shall not grow old ---.         
 The Chapel was packed and included in 
the mourners were members of the Icknield Male 
Voice Choir who sang two hymns during the 
Service.  John sang for many years with this choir 
that is based at St Chad�s Roman Catholic 

Cathedral in the centre of Birmingham.  One other 
hymn �Morning Has Broken� was included for 

everyone to sing and led by the members of the 
choir the singing was excellent. 
 After the Service, we all came to attention 
again until all the mourners had filed out of the 
Chapel, again led by our Standard Bearer.  
Afterwards everyone was invited back to 
Walmley Social Club for refreshments. 
BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more.  
 

5th Nov Ronald Casley Plymouth Devon 
5th Nov Alan Addis Cannock Staffs 

8th Nov Jeffrey Johnstone Cannock Staffs 
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9th Nov Harry Ravensdale Newcastle under 
Lyme Staffs 

22nd Nov Peter Swash Rowney Green Worcs 
24th November Doug Tapsell Solihull West Mids 

24th November Paul Acres Swadlincote South 
Derbyshire 

25th November Norman Prince Wem Shropshire 
26th Nov Brian Stanier Stourbridge West Mids 

Election of the new Association 
Secretary Frank Xavier 

 You should all be aware that due to the 
retirement of Bill Espie as our Association 
Secretary, an election was held with the result 
announced at the Reunion AGM.  Our thanks are 
due to Bill Espie who was the first Secretary of 
the new RAF Regiment Association and through 
his hard work had so much to do with its 
successful birth.  We wish him well for the future 
and thank him for his past efforts on our behalf. 
 I am delighted to be able to tell you that 
Frank Xavier was elected with a considerable 
majority.  I say delighted as I have been involved 
with Frank since he was elected as the 
Association Membership Secretary and I can tell 
you that his considerable administration skills 
have earned my admiration and I am sure that his 
election is excellent news for the Association. 
 Many of you will have met Frank at 
various Association functions but for those of you 
that do not know him, the following may be of 
some use to you in understanding why I feel that 
he will be a great Secretary. 

Ex-SAC Frank Xavier  
Frank was educated at St Benedict�s 

College, Ceylon, where he won a bursary in 1968 
to attend the missionary boarding school, St 
John�s College, Portsmouth.  Following his 
secondary education, he completed a Course in 
Environmental Studies, at Putney College, 
London.  An excellent hockey, cricket and 
badminton player, he captained St John�s First XI 

hockey team and went on represent the college in 
both cricket and badminton.  In 1969 he won the 
Southern Counties Schools Badminton Singles 
Championship title.  
 In 1971 he joined the Royal Air Force 
Regiment and after his Basic Training at RAF 
Swinderby, he was posted to RAF Catterick for 
his Regiment Training.  Following his Basic 
Gunners' Course, he was posted to 3 Wing, 37 
Squadron at Catterick.  His detachment duties 

included, Bruggen, Dan Helder, Belize, Northern 
Ireland and Low Level Air Defence & Ground 
Based Air Defence training exercises in many of 
the NATO countries.   In 1976, he was awarded 
the AoC Strike Command�s Commendation for 

Meritorious Service to the RAF Regiment.  Whilst 
stationed at RAF Catterick, he was a member of 
the station hockey team, and was selected to play 
for Strike Command.  At the end of his regular 
service he was discharged as a SAC and 
transferred to reserve listing of the RAF Regiment 
serving for a further 5 years.  Frank was 
commissioned into the Royal Air Force Volunteer 
Reserve (Training) in 1996, eventually 
commanding No 338 (West Ham) Squadron and 
No 4F (Ilford) Squadron.  He project managed 
many community related initiatives including 
Founders Day Parades, Journey 2000 (a project to 
raise the profile of the Air Cadets in East 
London), local mayoral charity events and 
fundraising with the RAF Regiment�s 60

th 
Anniversary Charity project team in support of 
Hope and Homes for Children.  He held various 
functional posts at Air Cadet Regional HQ, RAF 
Northolt, including Head of Media 
Communications and Project Officer for LaSER�s 

Regional Activity Centres.   
 In 2008, he was presented with the ACO�s 

Media Fellowship Award for his work with 
LaSER and the National Media Group.  He is also 
the Vice-Chair of the Greater London Reserve and 
Cadet Forces Association�s Public Relations 
Committee.  He serves on the National Executive 
Committee of the RAF Regiment Association.      
Wing Commander Frank Xavier MBA 

MCMI RAFVR (T) 
Officer Commanding Surrey Wing ATC 
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 In civilian life he started with Exxon Oil 
Company on a trainee manager programme, after 
which he set up his own Petroleum Retailing 
Limited Company operating for over 17 years.  In 
1998 his consultancy experience offered new 
opportunities in training.  He joined TBG 
Learning Ltd as a Senior Operations Manager 
specialising in government funded youth training 
programmes.  To keep currency with his tutorial 
skills, he is an Institute of Leadership and 
Management on-line tutor for Learndirect courses 
in Business Administration and Management.  He 
continues to research and write papers on 
Transformational Leadership.  Now a Wing 
Commander, he is married to Gladys, a Deputy-
Director of Public Health with a primary care 
trust, and has two sons (both ex-Air Cadets), 
Anthony, 25, an officer in  the RAF and 
Alexander, 23, a recruitment consultant in the 
city.  He enjoys hill walking when time allows 
and watching his favourite sport, cricket.  
 

******************** 
 You can see from the above why I am so 
sure that Frank will prove to be an excellent 
Secretary and we wish him well in his new 
position.  In last month�s newsletter in �News of 

the RAF Regiment�, the RAF Regiment Secretary 

reported the death of former RAF Regiment 
Sergeant Cyril Nicholas Henty-Dodd who was 
known professionally as the TV personality, 
Simon Dee.  One of our members served with 
Sergeant Henty-Dodd and as a result, wrote the 
following letter to me. 
Brian Thornally of Loughborough, 
Leicestershire 

 Dear Malcolm.  I read with regret the 
death notice of former RAF Regiment Sergeant 
Cyril Nicholas Henty-Dodd in newsletter Number 
244.  After a year with Demo flight at RAF 
Catterick, I completed Number 98 JGI Course and 
in April 1954 was posted to RAF Swanton 
Morley.  There, with Sergeants D Mullineaux and 
C N Henty-Dodd, we were under the command of 
Flying Officer E Robertson in a busy, 
understaffed Regiment Section, putting the 
Station personnel through the gas chamber and on 
the firing range � not necessarily in that order.  
 I have a photo of the four of us, in 
uniform, taken in August 1954, shortly before my 
demob the following September.  I write to say I 
was amazed to learn now, in 2009, that Henty-
Dodd was one and the same person as the 1960�s 

TV and radio personality �Simon Dee�.  If you 

look on the Wikipedia web pages, you too may be 
amazed, not only at Dee�s fairly short and very 

stormy ride in the media world, but also at his 
apparent record in the RAF.  From humble 
Gunner Instructor, it seems he in 1956 served in 
the photo-recce unit over Suez during the 
�Crisis�, was with RAF Intelligence in Baghdad; 

and was wounded by a sniper in Cyprus.  My 
knowing him at Swanton Morley in the period 
leading up to August 1954, does not quite tie-in 
with the RAF Regiment Secretary�s outline of his 

service in various LAA units and the date of his 
promotion to Sergeant.  Yours sincerely, Brian T 
Thornally (2570908). 

******************** 
 How very interesting Brian.  You�re quite 

right, the Wikipedia website gives the following 
information. 

�Born in Manchester (although a Radio Caroline 
biography incorrectly gave his birthplace as 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, he was the only child of 
Cyril Edwin P. Dodd, and his second wife Gwen, 
formerly Pilling.  He served his compulsory 
military service in the Royal Air Force photo-
reconnaissance unit, taking aerial photographs of 
the combat zone during the 1956 Suez Crisis, and 
being wounded in the face by a sniper in Cyprus.  
 While stationed in Baghdad with RAF 
Intelligence he auditioned for British Forces 
Radio.  Demobilised in 1958, his first civilian jobs 
reportedly included being a bouncer in a coffee 
bar, an actor, a builders' labourer, a leaf-sweeper 
in Hyde Park and a vacuum cleaner salesman.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_Caroline
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottawa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suez_Crisis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baghdad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Forces_Broadcasting_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyde_Park,_London


8 
 

 

During the 1960s, he changed his surname to 
Henty-Dodd�. 

 No mention of the RAF Regiment but I 
daresay a career in showbiz required a rather more 
interesting previous life.  He wouldn�t have been 

the first in showbiz to rewrite his background 
though.  Does anyone else have any memories of 
him? 

Waziristan � Where is it? 
 Waziristan is very much in the news these 
days, more recently as a result of the problems 
that this area is giving not only to Coalition forces 
but also more seriously to the Pakistan 
Government.  But what do we know of this area 
and where is Waziristan?   
EDITOR�S NOTE: 
 Those of you who have seen the film �The 
Man Who Would Be King�, a 1975 film adapted 
from the Rudyard Kipling short story of the same 
title, adapted and directed by John Huston and 
starring Sean Connery as ex-Sergeant Danny 
Dravot, Michael Caine as ex-Sergeant Peachy 
Carnehan, Saeed Jaffrey as a Gurkha soldier who 
goes by the name Billy Fish, and Christopher 
Plummer as Kipling, will have some idea of the 
weather and terrain.  Although the film was shot 
on location in Morocco, the scenery is much the 
same.   The film follows the two rogue ex-non-
commissioned officers of the British Raj who set 
off from 19th century British India in search of 
adventure and end up as kings of Kafiristan, 
another region of Pakistan in the same area.  The 
narrator of the story is a British journalist in India 
- Kipling himself.  While on a tour of some Indian 
native states, Kipling meets two scruffy 
adventurers, Daniel Dravot and Peachey 
Carnehan.  He rather likes them, but then stops 
them from blackmailing a minor Rajah.   
 A few months later, they appear at his 
office in Lahore where Kipling is working as a 
correspondent at the offices of the Northern Star 
newspaper, and they tell him of their plan.  They 
have been "soldier, sailor, compositor, 
photographer, railroad engine-drivers, petty 
contractors," and more, and have decided India is 
not enough for them.  After signing a contract 
pledging mutual loyalty and forswearing drink 
and women until they achieved their grandiose 
aims, they ask Kipling for the use of any books or 
maps of the area.  They set off the next day to 
Kafiristan, to set themselves up as kings.  Dravot 

can pass as a native, and they have twenty 
Martini-Henry rifles (then perhaps the best in the 
world).  
 They plan to find a king or chief, help him 
defeat his enemies, and then take over for 
themselves.  Peachy and Danny set off on an epic 
overland journey north beyond the Khyber Pass, 
"travelling by night and avoiding villages", 
fighting off bandits, blizzards and avalanches, into 
the unknown land of Kafiristan (literally "Land of 
the Infidels"). 
 They chance upon a Gurkha soldier who 
goes by the name Billy Fish (Saeed Jaffrey), the 
sole survivor of a mapping expedition several 
years before. Billy speaks English as well as the 
local tongue, and it is he, acting as translator and 
interpreter of the customs and manners, who 
smooths the path of Peachy and Danny as they 
begin their rise, first offering their services as 
military advisors, trainers, and war leaders to the 
chief of a much-raided village.  Billy Fish is 
accurately depicted as a Gurkha rifleman of the 
British Indian Army, from the uniform to the 
Kukri knife.   
 His battle cry when he charges the mob at 
the end, "Ayo Gurkhali!" ("The Gurkhas are 
here!"), is in fact the ancient war-cry that is still in 
use.  However, Saeed Jaffrey was an ethnic Indian 
and not a Gurkha.  Peachy and Danny muster a 
force to attack the villagers' most-hated enemy.  In 
their first battle, the natives decide that Danny 
must be a god when he is unharmed after being 
struck in the chest by an arrow.  In fact, the arrow 
was stopped by a bandolier hidden beneath his 
clothing. As victory follows victory, the defeated 
are recruited to join the swelling army.  Finally, 
there is no one left to stand in their way, and they 
are summoned to the holy city of Sikandergul.  
There, the head holy man sets up a re-enactment 
of the arrow incident, but when Danny flinches, 
the elder tears his shirt off to stab him to death.  
However, this reveals Danny's Masonic medal 
(given to him for luck by fellow Mason Kipling).  
By coincidence, the symbol on the medal matches 
that of "Sikander" (Alexander the Great), who had 
passed through many centuries ago and promised 
to return.  The holy men who rule the city are 
convinced Danny is the reincarnation of Sikander.  
They hail him as king and lead the two men down 
to storerooms heaped with treasure that belonged 
to Sikander, which now belong to Danny. 
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 Danny develops delusions of grandeur and 
begins making plans to turn the land into a 
modern country, to the extent that he envisages 
eventually meeting Queen Victoria "as an equal".  
As the months pass, Peachy is anxious to leave 
with the treasure before winter closes the passes 
(and before the natives learn the truth).  Danny is 
against it. He goes so far as to suggest that Peachy 
bow to him like the others.   Disgusted, Peachy 
decides to take as much booty as he can carry on a 
small mule train, with his old friend's blessing.  
Meanwhile, Danny decides to take a wife after 
seeing the beautiful Roxanne (played by Caine's 
wife Shakira), despite Peachy's strong warning.  
Roxanne, having a superstitious fear that she will 
be struck dead if she consorts with a god, tries 
frantically to escape, biting Danny during the 
wedding ceremony.  The bite draws blood, and 
when everyone sees it, they realise Daniel is 
human after all. 
 The angry natives pursue him and Peachy.  
Billy tries to buy time by courageously charging 
the mob singlehandedly, but the pair are soon 
captured.  Danny, wearing his crown, is forced to 
walk to the middle of a rope bridge over a deep 
gorge; he apologises to Peachy before the ropes 
are cut and he falls to his death.  Peachy is 
crucified between two pine trees, but is cut down 
the next day when he miraculously survives the 
ordeal.  Eventually, he escapes, though his mind 
has become unhinged by his sufferings and begs 
his way back to India.  Two years later, on a 
scorching hot summer night, Kipling�s is 

approached in his office by a ragged, seemingly 
crazed derelict, who reveals himself to be his old 
acquaintance Peachy Carnehan (Michael Caine).  
Peachy tells Kipling the story of how he and his 
comrade-in-arms Danny Dravot (Sean Connery) 
travelled to remote Kafiristan (in modern-day 
Afghanistan), became gods, and ultimately lost 
everything.  As Peachy finishes his story, he 
presents Kipling with Danny's head, still wearing 
its crown, thereby proving the tale is true. 

******************** 
 It�s a marvellous film and Caine himself 

maintains that if any film of his is remembered 
after his death, it would be The Man Who Would 
Be King because it is the sort of film that 
everyone says, "no-one makes pictures like this 
any more."  The New York Times called it 
"Gloriously old-fashioned in its approach � right 
down to the characters' politically incorrect 

attitudes toward anyone who isn't one hundred per 
cent British � The Man Who Would Be King is 
pure entertainment in the grand tradition of 
Gunga Din." 

About Waziristan 

  

 Waziristan has been described by US 
officials as the most dangerous place on earth and 
many analysts believe the area could harbour 
some of the world's most wanted men - including 
Osama Bin Laden.  Both the US and Afghan 
governments have long believed that the entire al-
Qaeda and Taliban leadership is hiding in one of 
the militant sanctuaries to be found Pakistan's 
tribal areas.  So what do we know about 
Waziristan and where is it?  Waziristan, the 
Pashto speaking "land of the Wazir" is a 
mountainous region of northwest Pakistan, 
bordering Afghanistan and covering some 
4,473 square miles.  It is part of the Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas, considered to be 
outside Pakistan's four provinces.  Waziristan 
comprises the area west and southwest of 
Peshawar between the Tochi River to the north 
and the Gomal River to the south.   
 The North-West Frontier Province lies 
immediately to the east.  The region was an 
independent tribal territory until 1893, remaining 
outside the British Empire.  Tribal raiding into 
British-ruled territory was a constant problem for 
the British, causing frequent punitive expeditions 
between 1860 and 1945.  The region became part 
of Pakistan in 1947.   Waziristan comprises the 
area west and southwest of Peshawar between the 
Tochi River to the north and the Gomal River to 
the south.  The North-West Frontier Province lies 
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immediately to the east.  The region was an 
independent tribal territory until 1893, remaining 
outside the British Empire.  Tribal raiding into 
British-ruled territory was a constant problem for 
the British, causing frequent punitive expeditions 
between 1860 and 1945.  The region became part 
of Pakistan in 1947.  For administrative purposes, 
Waziristan is divided into two "agencies", North 
Waziristan and South Waziristan, with estimated 
populations (as of 1998) of 361,246 and 429,841 
respectively.   
 The two parts have quite distinct 
characteristics, though both tribes are subgroups 
of the Wazir Tribe and speak a common 
Wazirwola language. They have a formidable 
reputation as warriors and are known for their 
frequent blood feuds.  The Wazir tribes are 
divided into sub-tribes governed by male village 
elders who meet in a tribal jirga.  Socially and 
religiously, Waziristan is an extremely 
conservative area.  Women are carefully guarded, 
and every household must be headed by a male 
figure.  Tribal cohesiveness is also kept strong by 
means of the so-called Collective Responsibility 
Acts in the Frontier Crimes Regulation.  Taliban 
presence in the area has been an issue of 
international concern in the War on Terrorism 
particularly since the 2001 invasion of 
Afghanistan.  It was the home of former Taliban 
chief Baitullah Mehsud, who was killed in a 
suspected US drone strike in August 2009.  It is 
also home to his successor, the current Pakistani 
Taliban leader, Hakimullah Mehsud.  North and 
South Waziristan form a lethal militant belt from 
where insurgents have launched attacks across 
north-west Pakistan as well as into parts of eastern 
Afghanistan.  South Waziristan is considered to 
be the first significant sanctuary for Islamic 
militants outside Afghanistan since 9/11.  It also 
has numerous training camps for suicide bombers.  
 Pakistan's government is under 
considerable pressure from the US to tackle 
militancy there and analysts also say dislodging 
al-Qaeda-linked Uzbek and Arab militants in the 
area is an important goal.  People have been 
fleeing the Waziristan area for some months in 
anticipation of fighting there.  Militants in 
Waziristan have also been under fire from the air. 
Suspected US drone strikes have killed a number 
of senior Taliban militants in the region in recent 
months.   

 It was one such missile attack which killed 
Taliban chief Baitullah Mehsud at a family 
compound in South Waziristan.  The Pakistani 
army, working with local paramilitary forces such 
as the Frontier Corps, has also launched artillery 
and rocket strikes against Taliban militants there.  
 The harsh mountainous terrain is often 
cited as a major challenge for the army.  The 
gullies, ravines and high mountain trails make 
arduous going and provide many hiding places for 
militants.  Knowledge of the terrain is vital - and 
in this respect the militants have the advantage.  
Weather will play a role.  
 Snow is likely to blanket parts of the 
region from early December - particularly the 
Makeen area which is a Mehsud stronghold.  This 
is likely to pose a problem for militants and troops 
alike.  However, the cold has not prevented the 
army from launching operations in South 
Waziristan in the past.  What might be a deciding 
factor is the militarised psyche of society in 
Waziristan.  The Wazir and Mehsud tribes are 
often described by analysts as "born soldiers" 
willing to fight to the death.  The number of 
militants is difficult to estimate. A Pakistan army 
spokesman recently estimated their strength at 
between 10,000 and 20,000 fighters.  In South 
Waziristan Hakimullah Mehsud heads what is 
thought to be the largest militant force with an 
estimated strength of more than 15,000 armed 
men - although the "hard core" of his fighters is 
much smaller.  Thousands of Pakistani soldiers 
have launched an offensive that could change the 
course of their country's bloody struggle against 
the Taliban.  The operation is an attempt to end 
Pakistan's escalating terrorist violence, which 
alone saw 50 people killed in a car bomb that 
ripped through a marketplace.  A brazen attack on 
the army's headquarters also left six soldiers dead.  
 The army's target is South Waziristan, a 
lawless tribal region.  It is the headquarters of the 
jihad against Islamabad's rulers and a key training 
ground for fighters in the war against British and 
American troops across the frontier.  Waiting to 
do battle with government soldiers is an army of 
10,000 local fighters, along with thousands of 
foreign jihadists allied to al-Qaeda, for which the 
area has long been a refuge - possibly even for 
Osama bin Laden himself.   
 All summer American officials have urged 
the Pakistan to launch a knockout blow.  US 
officials believe the Taliban has been on the ropes 
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since they were driven out of the valley of Swat, 
further north, last May, and now is the time to 
strike.   The government offensive is not 
guaranteed success, however.  The Pakistani 
troops - many of them teenage boys recruited 
from the villages like the Taliban fighters - have 
high morale after a series of successes against the 
Taliban elsewhere in Pakistan this summer.  But 
they know they have been given the toughest job 
possible; crush the Taliban in their most 
impregnable stronghold.  The Taliban fiefdom of 
Waziristan has become a state within a state.   
 It is where suicide bombers are prepared.  
Its young men volunteer in droves to fight the 
Americans and British across the border, or for 
suicide missions.  Al-Qaeda uses the region to 
train fighters.  Foreign fighters allied to al-Qaeda - 
the men who Pakistani soldiers fear most, and 
sworn enemies of the West - have deep roots in 
Waziristan, marrying local women and training 
tribesmen in bomb-making skills.  
 The army has previously launched three 
bloody and chaotic invasions of the tribal areas - 
each time pulling out after encountering fierce 
resistance.  For centuries the tribal areas have 
been beyond the reach and administration of 
central government - whether under British 
colonial or independent Pakistani rule.  With no 
government control, the region has become 
Pakistan's jihad headquarters, awash with 
foreigners.  About 1,000 Islamist fighters from 
nearby Uzbekistan are thought to be based there, 
together with hundreds more Arabs and Chechens. 
 

******************** 
 The next article is a plea for help from Ray 
Denham in finding a former service pal Terry 
(known as Mick) Ford.  If anyone has any 
information please let me know. 
RAY DENHAM OF DORKING, SURREY 
 Hi Malcolm.  This is from Ray Denham, 
we talked on the telephone regarding Mick Ford 
whose first name is Terry but during our service 
we always knew him as Mick.  His Service 
Number was 2728777 and mine was 2728786.  
Our service was from July 1954 to July 1956.  
Mick did his Basic Training at RAF West Kirby, 
his RAF Regiment Training at RAF Dumfries, his 
gunnery training at RAF Watchet before being 
posted to RAF Wahn in Western Germany where 
we were both in B Flight, 100 Squadron, 38 
Wing.  I know that after his service he worked at 
the Alexander Theatre in Birmingham and if he is 

still alive, he will be seventy-three years old.  I 
also know that he was a member of the Royal 
British Legion Club in Bromsgrove Road, off the 
Bristol Road.  Thank you for all your help.  Best 
wishes, Ray. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

 Now here�s a wonderful idea, for anyone 

who has taken a walk through a bluebell wood in 
spring, will know just what a wonderful sight it is 
and so English and with a picnic, it makes a great 
day out. 
BLUEBELLS FOR REMEMBRANCE  
 Macmillan Cancer Support in 
Staffordshire are working together with the 
National Memorial Arboretum in Alrewas to plant 
a carpet of English Bluebells in the Merchant 
Navy wood.   This was originally the idea of a 
lady called Pat Harper, who was a loyal volunteer 
to Macmillan Cancer Support and who 
unfortunately passed away in September this year.  
Macmillan Fundraising Office for Staffordshire 
are keen to see that Pat's idea comes to fruition in 
her memory.  The idea is simple - people have the 
opportunity to purchase an English Bluebell bulb 
in memory of someone they have lost and would 
like to remember.  The bulb will then be planted 
to become part of the carpet.   
 In return for their suggested donation of 
£5, they will receive a certificate from Macmillan 

certifying that they have purchased the bulb and 
in whose name.  This would make a most unusual 
gift.  Once the bulbs have been purchased all the 
remaining proceeds will be used by Macmillan 
Cancer Support to help people who are affected 
by cancer.  One in three of us will get cancer we 
are all affected by it and we can all do something 
to help.  Macmillan Cancer Support provides 
practical, medical, emotional and financial 
support.  We are a force for change: listening to 
people affected by cancer and working together 
for better cancer care.  All Macmillan services are 
free of charge.  All are provided by the generosity 
of people who have supported Macmillan in many 
different ways.  With your help Macmillan is 
making a real difference to the lives of people 
living with cancer.  If anyone would like to 
purchase a bulb, please contact the Staffordshire 
Macmillan Fundraising office on 01785 816892 
or email <smith@macmillan.org.uk> for further 
information.   Then, in the spring of 2010, people 
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will be able to visit the Merchant Navy Wood and 
be greeted by a wonderful blue sea of Bluebells. 

Future Events at the NMA 
Derbyshire�s High Sheriff skydives in  
aid of National Memorial Arboretum 
 This month Sir Henry Every Bt, High 
Sheriff of Derbyshire, will jump from 14,000 feet 
in aid of the National Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire.  Sir Henry (aged 62) will undertake 
the intrepid tandem skydive from the giddying 
height of 2.5 miles.  He will spend around twenty-
five minutes in an aircraft, as it climbs to the 
correct height, before free falling at 120 mph for 
up to 40 seconds.  The main chute will open at 
5,000 feet, with the descent taking a total of three 
to four minutes.  The National Memorial 
Arboretum is a cause that is very close to Sir 
Henry�s heart.  He played a key role in the 
original team that has seen a former gravel quarry 
near Alrewas in Staffordshire transformed into a 
stunning Arboretum, which is rapidly becoming 
the National Centre for Remembrance.  It is now 
home to the Armed Forces Memorial, the nation�s 

tribute to the 16,000 servicemen and women who 
have died on duty, or as a result of terrorism, 
since 1 January 1948.   
 Since Sir Henry was installed as the High 
Sheriff of Derbyshire in April this year, and 
despite his fear of heights, he has already 
completed a daring 212ft abseil down the tower of 
Derby Cathedral.  Sir Henry, six of whose 
ancestors have held the title of High Sheriff from 
1612, will make his jump at the British Parachute 
School, Langar, South Nottinghamshire.  The 
likely date is mid November (exact date to be 
determined by the weather).  Those wishing to 
support Sir Henry and help more visitors, of every 
age, remember those who�ve fallen in the service 

of their country, can donate online at 
www.justgiving.com/SirHenry.  
  Alternatively, donations should be made 
payable to the �National Memorial Arboretum and 

sent to Sir Henry�s Sky Dive, The National 

Memorial Arboretum, Croxall Road, Alrewas, 
Staffordshire DE13 7AR.  The National Memorial 
Arboretum relies on the generous support of 
individuals and organisations and is grateful for 
all gifts, large or small, that make it possible to 
continue its vital work. 

RAF Regiment Books 

 I am often asked for information about 
books about the RAF Regiment.  The following 
list is of the books that I know of that I am 
regularly adding to.  If anyone knows of any other 
books about the RAF Regiment, please let me 
know.   All the books are listed by their date of 
publication. 

Books about the RAF Regiment 
"Khaki and Blue" the early ground defence of 
the RAF in WW2 by Colonel Ronald Sherbrooke-
Walker TD DL.  Published in 1952 by The Saint 
Catherine Press Ltd.  Now out of print.  No ISBN. 
�A Short History of the RAF Regiment� from 
1942 to 1970 with a brief account of the approach 
to the problems of airfield defence in the RAF 
from 1918 to 1942 by Kingsley M Oliver.  Printed 
by Thanet Printing Works in 1969.  No ISBN 
Number and now out of print. 
�The Royal Air Force Regiment � A Short 
History�.  A 40th Anniversary edition.  An 
updated short history of the RAF Regiment from 
1942 to 1982 with a brief account of the approach 
to the problems of airfield defence in the Royal air 
Force from 1918 until the formation of its own 
defence Corps in 1942.  By Group Captain 
Kingsley Oliver and Wing Commander Keith 
Batt.  Published in 1982 by Adlard and Son Ltd, 
Bartholomew Press, Dorking, Surrey.  No ISBN 
Number and now out of print. 
�No Tigers in our Jungle� about life in the RAF 
Regiment in South-East Asia Command 1943/45.  
By ex-Flight Lieutenant Harry Homer. Service 
number 127613.  Published in 1982 ISBN 84 398 
8656 X. 
�The Edges of War� An RAF Regiment Story by 
Tim Hillyar.  About 2804 Armoured Car 
Squadron, from landing in France at the end of 
June 1944, through the fighting in Europe to the 
British Victory Parade in Berlin on 21st July 1945.  
Privately published in 1992 by Tim Hillyar.  I 
have no contact details.  
�The Blue and Khaki Hunters� Privately 
published in a Limited Edition of 500 copies in 
1993 by D F Sampson through Newton 
Publishers.  ISBN 1-872308-34-1.  Can be 
obtained directly from Mr D F Sampson, 17 
Shelley Close, Highcliffe on Sea, Christchurch, 
Dorset, BH23 4HW.  Telephone number 01425 
279206. 
"Below the Bottom Rung" the RAF Regiment in 
Palestine by Edward Grocott.  Published in 1996 
by J and K H Publishing.  ISBN 1 900511 57 6. 
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"Through Adversity" the History of the RAF 
Regiment 1942 - 1992 by Kingsley M Oliver.  
Published in 1997 by Forces and Corporate 
Publishing Ltd.  ISBN 0 9529597 0 4. 
"In Adversity" Exploits of Gallantry and Awards 
to the RAF Regiment and its Associated Forces 
1921 - 12995  by Nicholas G Tucker.  Published 
in 1997 by Jade Publishing Limited.  ISBN 1-
900734-08-7. 
"The RAF Regiment" History, Colours, 
uniforms and Equipment of the RAF Regiment.  
Edited by Stuart Asquith.  Published in 2000 by 
Nexus Special Interests Ltd.  Book Number 
001772.  Foreword by Air Commodore R C 
Moore, MBE, RAF, Commandant General, RAF 
Regiment.  But now out of print. 
"The RAF Regiment at War" 1942 - 1946 by 
Kingsley M Oliver.  Published in 2002 by Pen and 
Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 0-85052-852-6. 
"On the Road to Mandalay" featuring the life of 
the author Randle Manwaring focussing 
particularly on his time with the RAF Regiment in 
the Burma Campaign.  Published in 2006 by Pen 
and Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 1844154971.  
"Constant Vigilance" the RAF Regiment in the 
Burma Campaign by Nigel W M Warwick.  
Published in 2007 by Pen and Sword Books 
Limited.  ISBN: 9781844155002. 
Books containing references to the RAF 
Regiment 
�The Lost Lady� all about the American Bomber 
"Lady Be Good".  No publication date available.  
By Mario Martinez.  Published by Leo Cooper at 
£19.95.  Mentions 2926 Squadron RAF Regiment. 
�Flugplatz Gutersloh�.  A Short History 1937/87 
with references to the RAF Regiment.  Published 
in 1987.  By Gerry Lewis.  Published 1987. 
�The Battle of the Airfields 1st January 1945� 
by Norman L Franks.  About �Operation 

Bodenplatte�  when the Germans attempted to 
destroy the advanced Allied Airfields.  First 
published in 1982.  ISBN 1 898697 15 9.  
Republished by Grub Street in 1994 in an updated 
version. 
�Britain's Modern Royal Air Force� which 
contains a complete chapter on the RAF 
Regiment.  Published in 1994.  By Peter F Guiver.  
ISBN 1 85260 4328. 
�The Autobiography� by Brian Clough.  
Mentions his service at RAF Watchet.  Published 
in 1995.  ISBN 1 85225 198 0. 

  �The Royal Air Force� an Illustrated History 
by Michael Armitage.  Published by 
Brockhampton Press in 1995.  ISBN 1 86019 
8511.  Contains several references to the RAF 
Regiment. 
�Esprit de Corps� by Walter Archibald Elliott.  
A Scots Guards Officer on Active Service 1943 - 
1945.  Published in 1997.  In Chapter 7 it�s about 
the Transfer of RAF Regiment Personnel to the 
Scots Guards.  ISBN 085955 220 9. 
�Sunset in the East� by John Hudson published 
by Leo Cooper in 2002.  ISBN 0 85052 846 1.  It 
briefly mentions The RAF Regiment on page 43.  
Its main interest is the fact that to maintain order 
and to control the nationalist in Java, the author 
employed captured Japanese army personnel.  It 
also gives a lot of detail about the war in Burma. 
�Joint Force Harrier� by Commander Adrian 
Orchard, with James Barrington.  The true story 
of a Royal Navy Fighter squadron at war.  
Published in 2008 by Penguin Books and Micael 
Joseph.  ISBN 9780718153991. 
 

NEWS OF THE RAF REGIMENT 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT SECRETARY 
DEATH NOTICES: 
WOJTAK MARCIN - KILLED IN ACTION 
 SAC (A/Cpl) Marcin Pawel Wojtak of 34 
Sqn RAF Regt, was Killed In Action near the 
Joint Operating Base BASTION in Helmand 
province, Southern Afghanistan, around midday 
(local time) Thu 1 Oct 09.  The repatriation of 
SAC Wojtak took place on Fri 9 Oct at RAF 
Lynham.  The National Standard of the RAF Regt 
Assoc, together with representatives of 34 Sqn 
RAF Regt and Assoc members paid their respects 
as the cortege passes through Wooton Bassett in 
the early afternoon.  Letters of condolence may be 
sent to his mother, as Next-of-Kin, Mrs Teresa 
Woods, c/o Rear Party 34 Sqn RAF Regt, RAF 
Leeming, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 
9NJ.  Please mark the envelope with the word, 
�Condolences� to speed its path.  The Corps 
extends its sincere condolences to the family. 
 DOCKER JOHN.  Former RAF Regt 
SAC John Docker born 30 Oct 33, died on 1 Oct 
09 aged 75, after a long illness.  He enlisted as a 

http://www.alibris.co.uk/search/books/author/Elliott%2C Walter Archibald
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National Servicemen on 10 Jan 52 and, following 
his Regt training at RAF Dumfries and driver 
training at RAF Weeton, he was posted to 533 
Rifle sqn at RAF Credenhill and served there and 
at RAF Thornaby until he was posted to 58 Fd 
Sqn RAF Regt at RAF Khormaksar at Aden and 
later at RAF Eastleigh, Kenya, from where he was 
detached to 1340 Flt at Marrian�s Farm on anti-
terrorist patrols.  He was discharged on 31 Dec 
54.  A member of the Birmingham Branch of the 
RAF Regt Assoc, he was their Branch Standard 
Bearer for many years.  The funeral was held at 
11.30 on Tue 13 Oct at Sutton Coldfield 
Crematorium.  Family flowers only were 
requested but donations may be made to Cancer 
Research (UK).  He is survived by his wife, 
Eileen, of 151 Calder Drive, Walmley, Sutton 
Coldfield, Birmingham B76 1GG, to whom the 
Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
 MORTE VIC.  (Supplement to CPeN 109 
dated 28 Aug 09).  Former RAF ACC airman, Vic 
Morte, died on 19 Aug 09.  He served under the 
legendary Sqn Ldr �Cas� Casano on No 2 
Armoured Car Company during WWII.  The 
funeral was held recently in France but the 
scattering of his ashes was carried out at 11.30 on 
14 Oct 09 at Dronfield Cemetery, south of 
Sheffield.  He is survived by his wife, Mrs 
Patricia Morte, of Les Chêne Liéges, 83580 

Gassin, France, to whom the Corps extends its 
sincere condolences.   
 BURGESS NORMAN.  Former RAF 
Regt WO Norman George BURGESS, born 10 
Apr 22, died on 20 Feb 08 aged 85.  He enlisted in 
the RAF as a Ground Gunner in Jun 41 and 
transferred to the RAF Regt on its formation.  
Serving on a wide variety of Regt units and 
stations, mainly in the LAAD role, he took part in 
Operation Torch, the Allied invasion of N Africa, 
in Nov 42, returning to the UK in Jun 44 where he 
served on several Bofors L40/60 air defence sqns 
along �Doodle-Bug Alley� in the South East of 

England.  He left the Service in Jan 49 but 
rejoined in Jun that year to serve, over the next 25 
years, on Basic Gunner Training, with the RAF 
Delegation to the Royal Helenic Air Force, 62, 21, 
27, 48, 15, and 1 Sqns RAF Regt, the latter in 
Amman, Jordan. He was promoted to FS in Sep 
51, and transferred to the LAA Demonstration Flt 
at Catterick in 1953 when the AAGS at RAF 
Watchett closed.  He went on to become an 
instructor on Initial Officer Training.  He retired 

in Jul 74 and was predeceased by his wife, 
Kathleen in 2004; she was a teacher who taught in 
a number of schools serving RAF children in the 
UK and overseas.  He is survived by his 
daughters, Ms Naomi Harrison and Mrs Deborah 
Terry, who may be contacted at 16 Brownhill 
Road. Chandler's Ford, nr Eastleigh, Hampshire, 
SO53 2EA.  The Corps extends its belated 
condolences to the family. 
 FREEMAN DENNIS.  Former RAF Regt 
LAC Dennis Freeman, born 10 Nov 22, died on 
28 Aug 09 aged 87.  He enlisted in Jul 42 and saw 
service  with 2821 Sqn RAF Regt (1942-44), 2740 
Sqn (1944-46)  and 2788 Sqn (1946).  He was 
discharged in Jul 46 and was a member of the 
Bristol & Bath Branch of the RAF Regt Assoc.  
The funeral has taken place. He is survived by his 
daughter, Mrs Jane Pagan, of 11B Merestone 
Drive, Cheltenham, Gloucester GL50 2SV, to 
whom the Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
 MORLEY FRANK.  Former RAF Regt 
Gnr Frank Eric Morley died on 12 Oct 09.  The 
funeral was held on 22 Oct 09 at the Methodist 
Chapel in Portland.  No further details are known.  
He is survived by his wife, Mrs Morley (first 
name not known), of 30 Easton Square, Easton, 
Portland, Dorset DT5 1BU, to whom the Corps 
extends its sincere condolences. 
 PARSONS PAUL.  Former RAF Regt 
LAC Paul Parsons, born 20 Jan 31, died on 7 Oct 
09 aged 78.  He enlisted as a National Serviceman 
on 9 May 49, carrying out his initial RAF 
Training at RAF Padgate before progressing to 
RAF Bridgenorth and then Catterick for his 
specialist Regt training.  He then served variously 
at RAF Netheravon, Watchett and Lakenheath 
before his discharge on 8 May 51.  He was a 
member of the Scottish Branch of the RAF Regt 
Assoc and the funeral took place in Glasgow on 
14 Oct 09.  He is survived by his wife, Mrs Mary 
Parson, of 8 Westerkirk Drive, Sommerston, 
Glasgow G23 5LG, to whom the Corps extends its 
sincere condolences.  
GRIFFITHS DAVID.  Retired RAF Regt Sqn 
Ldr David Griffiths, born 5 Mar 41, died 
unexpectedly on 28 Oct 09 aged 68.  Service 
details not complete at this time, but the funeral 
was held at All Saints Church, Porthcawl, South 
Wales, at 12.00 on Fri 6 Nov 09.  Family flowers 
only.  He is survived by his wife, Mrs Bronwyn 
Griffiths, of 56 South Road, Porthcawl, CF36 
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3DA, to whom the Corps extends its sincere 
condolences.  
GENERAL NOTICES: 
HONOURS & AWARDS - AWARD OF US 
NAVY AND USMC COMMENDATION 
MEDAL 
 Wg Cdr Shaun Ryles, OC 2 RAF FP Wg, 
currently based at Camp Bastion in Helmand 
Province, Afghanistan, has been awarded the US 
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal by 
Brig Gen Nicholson, USMC. Further details will 
be published in due course. 
PRESENTATION OF PER ARDUA BOWL 
 On 13 Oct 09, the CG RAF Regt presented 
a silver bowl - named 'Per Ardua' - to the 
Worshipful Company of Security Professionals 
(WCoSP), the 108th and youngest Livery 
Company of the City of London, at their annual 
dinner in Glaziers' Hall.  The Corps became 
affiliated to the WCoSP in 2004 and was the first 
Service affiliate.  The presentation of this most 
impressive bowl to the Master of the Company, 
Stephen Parson, will help to cement the Corps' 
association with the WCoSP, and it was clear that 
the gift was most appreciated by all.  The bowl 
was funded by Corps members of the Company, 
together with a contribution by the RAF Regt 
Fund.  The WCoSP sponsors the annual RAF 
Regt NCO Leadership Awards, which was this 
year won by Cpl Wallis-Eade. 
RAF REGT ASSOC ANNUAL REUNION 
AND AGM 
 The 2009 Annual Reunion and AGM of 
the RAF Regt Assoc, accompanied by the Assoc 
of RAF Regt WOs & SNCOs, took place in 
Coventry over the weekend 3-4 Oct.  Photographs 
taken by the professional photographers at the 
occasion may be reviewed at 
www.weddingbellsphotography.co.uk (click on 
'Galleries' and 'gala Night').  
CG TEAM COMMENDATION 
 In addition to the CG�s Commendations 

announced on 17 Sep 09, the CG RAF Regt has 
awarded a special Team Commendation to the 
Birmingham Branch of the RAF Regt Assoc in 
recognition of their outstanding support towards 
the Royal Centre for Defence Medicine at Selly 
Oak, Birmingham.  The Branch has raised 
thousands of pounds towards morale and welfare 
equipment for the Servicemen there, including 
laptop computers.  The Commendation certificate 
was duly presented to the Branch Chairman, Mr 

Ron Sharp, at the Annual Gala Dinner of the RAF 
Regt Assoc at Coventry on 3 Oct 09.  
RETIREMENT OF AIR CDRE ABBOTT  
 As announced previously, Air Cdre Abbott 
will hand over the appointment of CG RAF Regt 
to Air Cdre La Forte on 5 Feb 10.  Air Cdre 
Abbott is not scheduled to retire until early 2011 
and his next appointment has yet to be announced.  
RAF REGT ASSOC SPRING REUNION 2010 
 The Spring Reunion of the RAF Regt 
Assoc will be held at Alvaston Hall, Cheshire, 
over the weekend 16-19 Apr 10.  Those interested 
in attending should contact either Christine 
(Warners Groups) on 0800 072 0772 Quoting 
RAF02 or Jim Scott (Assoc Organizer) on 01935 
476321. Please include a SAE if writing to Jim 
Scott. 
No 10 PETITION - USE OF THE VACANT 
PLINTH IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE FOR 
THE UK ARMED FORCES  
 The United Kingdom National Defence 
Association (UKNDA), has called upon the Prime 
Minister - through the No10 petition process - to 
agree that the vacant plinth in Trafalgar Square 
should be allocated permanently and dedicated to 
a statue or other appropriate work of art to honour 
and commemorate the services given and 
sacrifices made by our brave Armed Forces in 
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.  They call 
upon all members of the public, media and 
political organisations to support this initiative. If 
you feel able to support this worthy initiative, 
please register on the website at 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/TributeToForces  
Please also forward this to your friends and 
colleagues for their support. 
POSTAL CHAOS  
 In view of the on-going postal chaos in the 
UK, correspondents are urged to use electronic 
mail wherever possible when trying to contact the 
Regtl Sec or staffs at RAF Honington.  Even 
without industrial action, this is still the preferred 
means of communication for the staffs, since it 
allows a more immediate response and saves 
mailing costs. 
CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR DEPLOYED 
UNITS  
 As we approach the Christmas period, 
thoughts are naturally being given as to how best 
to send some Christmas cheer to the deployed 
units in Afghanistan.  Since the sending of parcels 
to deployed locations over-burdens the BFPO and 

http://www.weddingbellsphotography.co.uk/
http://www.weddingbellsphotography.co.uk
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/TributeToForces
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in-Theatre transportation (at the expense of family 
mail), it is suggested that any individuals - or 
RAF Regt Assoc branches - who wish to 
contribute should send cheques to the Regtl Sec - 
payable to the RAF Regt Fund - and he will 
forward the money to the respective units for 
them to use as appropriate.   Given the current UK 
postal disruption, all such cheques should be sent 
by end-Nov to ensure that the money can be 
distributed in good time.  RAF Regt Assoc 
branches are asked to coordinate their 
contributions where possible to ease the 
administrative task.  For other means of donation, 
please visit the MOD Website at www.mod-uk 
<http://www.mod-uk>. 
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
2009  
26 Nov 09 - Presentation of new Standard to 63 
Sqn RAF Regt.  
15 Dec 09 - Centurion Journal No28 contributions 
deadline.  
2010  
5 Feb 10 - Handover-Takeover of CG RAF Regt 
appointment.  
5 Feb 10 - Officers' Corps Formation Dinner 
(RAF Honington).  
16 -19 Apr - RAF Regt Assoc Spring Reunion 
Weekend (Alvaston Hall, Cheshire)  
8 May 10 - Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration - Catterick  
18-21 May 10 - Regt-USAF Exchange Offrs 
�British Invasion III (Washington DC)  
11 Jun 10 - RAF Regt Officers� Dinner Club 

Reception (House of Lords) - incl Palace of 
Westminster Tour. 
26 Jun 10 - RAF Regt Annual Memorial 
Commemoration (NMA Alrewas).  
27 Jun 10 - National Armed Forces Day (NMA 
Alrewas and nationwide).  
29 Oct 10 - RAF Regt Officers� Dinner Club 

Annual Dinner (RAF Club, London)  
 

******************** 
 Well that�s all for now, keep smiling and 
stay happy.   

Malcolm   

http://www.mod-uk
http://www.mod-uk/
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Sat 28th-Sun 29th Nov   2009 B�ham Int Tattoo NIA 
Monday 30th November    09 St Andrew�s Day 
Thursday 10th December   09 Branch Night 
Thursday 14th January   2010 Branch Night 
Monday 1st February     2010 68th Ann RAF Regt. 
Monday 1st February     2010 Branch Service NMA 
Friday 5th February     2010 CG Changeover 
Thursday 11th February 2010 68th Ann RAF Regt. 
Thursday 11th February 2010 Branch AGM 
 

Thursday 11th February 2010 Branch Subs Due 
Monday 1st March    2010 St David�s Day 
Thursday 11th March     2010 Branch Night 
Wednesday 17th March 2010 St Patrick�s Day 
15th  - 30th March    2010 65th Ann Battle of Meiktila 
Monday 5th April    2010 9th Ann Ded of Mem.l 
Thursday 8th April     2010 Branch Night 
Fri 16th-Mon 19th Apr     2010 Ass.n Spring Reunion 
Friday 23rd April           2010 St George�s Day 
Sunday 25th April   2010 ANZAC Day 
Sunday 9th May    2010 Runneymede Mem Service 
Saturday 8th May    2010 Regt Chapel Comm Service 
Thursday 13th May    2010 Branch Night 
Thursday 10th June    2010 Branch Night 
Sunday 13th June    2010 Cosford Air Show 
Wednesday 16th June   2010 22nd Ann of Branch 
Saturday 26th June   2010 Reg.t Comm NMA 

DATES FOR 
YOUR 
DIARIES

MAKE
A

DATE
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