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Dear Readers. 

Important Notice 
 As you all know, in the Birmingham 
Branch we elect one of the three Executive 
Officers, the Chairman, the Secretary and the 
Treasurer each year to ensure continuity of service 
on the Branch Committee.  Next year at our 
February Branch Annual General Meeting it will 
be my turn to stand for election again. 
 Next month on 16th June, the date we 
founded the Branch in 1988, I will have been your 
Branch Secretary for twenty-two years or nearly a 
quarter of a century and it is time for me to call it 
a day.  I am the only branch secretary to have 
remained in office ever since the branch and the 
first all-ranks RAF Regiment association was 
formed and I have served as your Branch 
Secretary for far longer than any other branch 
secretary. 
 As I have tried on three previous occasions 
to retire from the office each of which attempt 
failed to find a successor, I realise that my 
retirement may present the Branch with a 
problem.  However, I have thought long and hard 
about this and have reluctantly come to the 
conclusion that no one person should be 
indispensible and that this time, if you wish the 
Branch to continue, you will have to find someone 
to succeed me.  That is why I am making this 
announcement so early in the year to give you all 
plenty of time to do so. 
 I have always put my duties as your 
Branch Secretary over and above my other 
interests and I have enjoyed doing so but the time 
has come for me to now concentrate on my many 
other activities but I would like to say it has been 
a great privilege and honour to have served you 
all as your Secretary. 
 I would like to thank all of the Branch 
Officers who over the years have given me the 
most generous support and to also thank every 
one of you for your steadfast support.  I could not 
have carried out my duties as well as I hope I have 
without this tremendous support.  I would also 
like to thank my best friend who also happens to 
be my wife of fifty-two years, for without 
Valerie’s unstinting support I would not have 
been able to carry on with the job either.   

 

 I thank all of you for the times that you 
have enabled me to do well and my apologies to 
you for the times that I have not lived up to your 
expectations.  My best wishes to all of you and I 
trust and hope that the Birmingham Branch will 
continue to thrive without me serving as your 
Secretary.  

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
  It is most important that we remember the 
dangers that our young men and women serving 
on operations are all facing, so please remember 
the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  
 With your help, we can continue to 
provide these small comforts and any other items 
that members of the military staff ask us for.  We 
can never get enough goodies for the lads, so in 
the mean time, your continued support is 
appreciated for we need much more money.   
 If any of you would like to contribute 
items or cash directly for this appeal, you must 
contact Warrant Officer “Stoney” (Alan) Wanbon 
RAF, NCO I/C Patient Support Services, or post 
them to him at RCDM, Selly Oak Hospital, 
Raddlebarn Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29 
6JD.  “Stoney” can also be contacted on 07795 
801276.  If cash, please make your cheques out to 
RCDM - PSS.  And as ever, the Norfolk Branch 
has responded yet again to our appeal as the 
following letter shows and our grateful thanks yet 
again to the Norfolk Branch. 
From Colin Clarke, Norfolk Branch 
Secretary 
 Dear Malcolm.  Norfolk Branch member 
Colin Bale and his wife Jean were recently on a 
visit to an Essex Women’s Institute, where Colin 
gave a talk on the RAF Regiment, and then a film 
show of our 2008 Branch visit to Germany.  They 
kindly gave him a cheque for £30.00.  Colin then 
told them about the Birmingham Branch Appeal 
and Selly Oak Hospital and that the cheque would 
be sent to Birmingham for the benefit of our 
troops at Selly Oak.  Keep up the good work.  
Kindest regards.. Colin.  
Our Need for Your Money 
 This article will tell you how much money 
we need for the number of British servicemen 
who have lost limbs after being wounded in 
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Afghanistan is rising sharply, according to official 
statistics.  Fifty-four men lost at least one limb 
while serving in HM Armed Forces in the country 
last year – more than the total figure for the 
previous three years.  The proportion of those who 
have become multiple amputees is also increasing, 
with almost half of last year's casualties suffering 
what is described as "traumatic or surgical 
amputation" of more than one limb. 
 The statistics, compiled by the Defence 
Analytical Services And Advice centre, a division 
of the Ministry of Defence (MoD), appear to 
reflect both the Taliban's increased use of 
sophisticated roadside bombs to target Nato-led 
forces, and the developing skill of military medics 
in treating injuries that might have proved fatal in 
the past.  However, they do not include casualties 
this year, during the build-up to the launch of 
Operation Moshtarak, the drive by Afghan, US 
and 4,000 British forces against the Taliban in 
central Helmand. 
 Last February there were warnings from 
the National Audit Office (NAO) that hospitals 
treating the wounded from Afghanistan were 
close to capacity and under mounting pressure.  
The main field hospital in Afghanistan at Camp 
Bastion was said to be coping with casualty 
levels, but operating close to capacity. 
 The NAO warned that Selly Oak hospital 
in Birmingham, where the MoD has a contract to 
treat seriously wounded troops, might have to 
displace civilians to make way for extra military 
patients.  The number of servicemen being treated 
at the military rehabilitation centre at Headley 
Court in Surrey has also grown rapidly. 
 According to the NAO, in 2008 there were 
573 patients (254 with battle injuries) treated at 
either Selly Oak or Headley Court, or at both 
centres.  Last year, there were 912 patients, 490 
with battle injuries.  The NAO concluded that 
treatment for wounded troops was "highly 
effective", a fact that was underlined by the 
increase in patients medically known as 
"unexpected survivors". 
 The audit office's report was followed by 
warnings from MPs on the Commons public 
accounts committee last month that although the 
care of seriously injured servicemen is of a high 
standard, the MoD "does not have sufficiently 
detailed and robust contingency plans" should 
Selly Oak become full.  The MPs added: "Given 
the UK's long term commitment to Afghanistan, 
patients will continue to arrive at Headley Court 

and its facilities are likely to come under 
increasing pressure."  The statistics show that 103 
British servicemen suffered amputations after 
being wounded in Afghanistan between April 
2006 and the end of last year.  Of the 54 who had 
amputations last year, 26 lost two or more limbs.  
There have been complaints in the past that the 
MoD was not disclosing to the public the number 
of troops who have lost limbs in the conflict. 
 Although the ministry is now making 
more detailed casualty statistics available, there 
remains enormous sensitivity over the large 
number of troops who are suffering life-changing 
injuries.  Journalists are effectively barred from 
Selly Oak, and one army officer has been quoted 
as saying that many of the injuries suffered by 
service personnel are so severe that they are 
"politically explosive".  The MoD statistics also 
show that 327 servicemen and women were 
seriously or very seriously injured in Afghanistan 
between the beginning of 2002 and the end of last 
year.  Of these, 158 were wounded in 2009.  A 
further 12 suffered similarly serious injuries in 
January this year. 
 As of 5th April when a soldier from 3rd 
Battalion The Rifles was killed in a blast in the 
Kajaki area of Helmand province, a total of 280 
British soldiers have lost their lives in 
Afghanistan. Some 108 died in 2009. 
BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more. 
 

2nd May Ralph Dean Birmingham West Mids 
7th May Trevor Round Dudley West Midlands 
16th May Tom Loach Birmingham West Mids 

17th May Maurice Madeley Lower Wick Worcs 
23rd May Tom Magee Warley West Midlands 

27th May Richard Cox Royston Herts 
30th May Richard Oxford  Coventry Warwicks 

30th May Cliff Sutor Sutton Coldfield West Mids 
 

Branch Deaths 
 Due to chasing up unpaid subscriptions, I 
regret to inform you of the death of Frank Kendall 
of Openshaw, Manchester who died on 11th 
November 2009.  Frank enlisted on 29th April 
1952 and after his Basic Training and Regiment 
Training was posted to West Germany where he 
served at RAF Luneberg and RAF Oldenberg with 
199 Squadron.  Later he was posted to Malta 
where he served with 63 Field Squadron and then 
at a later stage was posted back to the UK where 
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he completed his service with 194 Squadron at 
RAF Felixstowe until he was discharged in April 
1957.  His funeral was on 19th November 2009 
and he was buried at the Southern Cemetery, 
Chorlton, Manchester.  He leaves a son Alan and 
a daughter Elaine to whom we send our sincere 
condolences. 

RAF Regiment News 
RAF Regiment Get Jackal 
 According to the following articles 
published in RAF News and edited by Squadron 
Leader Bruno, No 3 Squadron RAF Regiment 
took delivery of two Jackal 2 vehicles in early 
March, as part of a two month long assessment of 
the platform in order to determine suitability for 
Force Protection Operations in the Area of 
Operations around Bastion Joint Operating Base 
in Helmand, Afghanistan. 
 Jackal 2 is a high mobility weapons 
platform, with a unique air-bag suspension system 
allowing rapid movement across varying terrain.  
Used for reconnaissance, rapid assault, fire 
support and convoy protection, the Jackal has the 
capacity to support itself and its crew over 800km. 
 It has a maximum speed of 80mph on 
roads and weighs seven tonnes.  Jackal has a 
General Purpose Machine Gun (GPMG) as crew 
protection and can carry either Heavy Machine 
Gun (HMG) or Grenade Machine Gun (GMG) as 
the main weapon system in the fire support role.  
 Jackal Mark 2 entered frontline service 
with the Army in late 2009.  It provides enhanced 
levels of crew protection, reliability, 
manoeuvrability and capacity. 
 It is anticipated that the Jackal will replace 
the RAF Regiment’s fleet of Land Rover RWMIK 
vehicles currently employed in the defence of UK 
mission critical air assets at Bastion Joint 
Operating Base.  Therefore, to provide a baseline 
for the assessment, the 2 Jackals will be operated 
alongside the current RWMIK weapons platforms 
currently operated by 3 Squadron, RAF Regiment. 
 Already, the Jackal has demonstrated 
capability far above that of the RWMIK.  The 
greater load capacity and reliability have exceeded 
expectations, with ample storage for all necessary 
equipment and no serviceability issues to date. 
 Additionally, the Jackal is proving 
considerably more mobile, allowing patrols access 
to areas previously limited by the off-road 
capability of the RWMIK.  The Jackal is a much 
more stable platform, allowing the operation of 

the heavy weapons with greater accuracy, while 
the situational awareness experienced by the 
Jackal crews, due to the platform’s profile, is a 
vast improvement and has resulted in the crews 
feeling more confident in the vehicle. 
 Squadron Leader Rob Wilson, Chief of 
Staff for No 1 RAF FP Wing has been very 
pleased with the performance of the vehicle 
during the assessment.  He said, “Since operating 
the Jackal, the Squadron has experienced 2 
contact IED strikes on the vehicle and in both 
cases, there were no casualties and the vehicles 
received remarkably little damage.” 
 “A final point, whilst not a particularly 
scientific one, is that the Jackal platform has a 
presence, an image that is imposing, it looks the 
part of the military vehicle.  This gives a strong 
feeling of confidence to its operators and strikes a 
chord with enemy forces; it says “we mean 
business.  The positive effect of this should not be 
underestimated and only adds to the Jackal’s 
capability.  When compared to the ageing 
RWMIK, the Jackal is a step change for the 
better.” 

RAF Wittering troops praise for 
new patrol carriers 
 Troops from RAF Wittering have praised 
new patrols vehicles after they were hit by 
explosions from roadside bombs.  Squadrons from 
the airbase near Peterborough were deployed to 
the Bastion Joint Operating Base in Helmand 
Province, Afghanistan in December 2009 and are 
now providing support to Operation Moshtarak – 
the combined British, Afghan and US Forces’ 
operation to clear the areas of Nad E Ali and 
Marjah in Helmand Province from insurgent 
influence.   
 No 1 RAF Force Protection Wing, from 
RAF Wittering, is currently providing air 
protection around Camp Bastion to prevent the 
Taliban from having the chance to attack the busy 
airfield or the aircraft using it.  They have also 
been providing protection in the area bordering 
the Green Zone and Nad E Ali as well as making 
sure the helicopter infiltration routes into the areas 
covered by Operation Moshtarak remain clear of 
attackers.  Meanwhile, No 3 Squadron RAF 
Regiment, also from RAF Wittering, has been 
covering potential firing points insurgents might 
use to prevent them firing at helicopters carrying 
troops into the Nad E Ali and Marjah areas.  The 
squadron has also been braving tough, desert 
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conditions to support No. 1 Royal Welsh Battle 
Group by detecting improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs), preventing insurgents from setting up 
rocket and mortar firing points and protecting 
convoys and troops from Intelligence, 
Surveillance, Target Acquisition and 
Reconnaissance (ISTAR) using the No 3 
Squadron Sniper Section.  Wing Commander 
Mick Smeath, Officer Commanding No. 1 RAF 
Force Protection Wing, said:  
 “Operation Moshtarak has been a testing 
time for the Wing, but specifically for 3 Squadron 
RAF Regiment.  Defence of UK air assets has 
been critical to ensuring they had the freedom of 
manoeuvre required to support land forces during 
all phases of the operation.  Moreover, they have 
also provided depth force protection along the 
ground lines of communication in order to allow 
No 1 Royal Welsh Battlegroup to conduct 
sustainment operations to the Green Zone and 
Nad E Ali.  This contribution is clear evidence of 
the agility and flexibility of a RAF Force 
Protection Wing.” 
 RAF Wittering’s No 3 Squadron RAF 
Regiment has also received two new Jackal 2 
vehicles to test.  The squadron will conduct a two-
month long assessment of the vehicles which 
should provide high levels of protection against 
roadside bombs and IEDs as well as allow for 
rapid movement across varying terrain for 
reconnaissance, rapid assault, fire support and 
convoy protection.  The Jackal 2 has the capacity 
to support itself and its crew over 800km.  It has a 
maximum speed of 80mph on roads and weighs 
seven tonnes.   Chief of Staff for No 1 RAF FP 
Wing, Rob Wilson said: “Since operating the 
Jackal, the squadron has experienced two contact 
IED strikes on the vehicle and in both cases, there 
were no casualties and the vehicles received 
remarkably little damage.  The Jackal platform 
has a presence, an image that is imposing, it looks 
the part of the military vehicle.  This gives a 
strong feeling of confidence to its operators and 
strikes a chord with enemy forces; it says ‘we 
mean business.’  The positive effect of this should 
not be underestimated and adds to the Jackal’s 
capability.” 
1 FP Wing Support Op MOSHTARAK  
 No 1 RAF FP Wing at Bastion Joint 
Operating Base in Helmand Province, 
Afghanistan, have been providing support to Op 
MOSHTARAK, the combined British, Afghan 

and US Forces Operation to secure the areas of 
Nad E Ali and Marjah from Insurgent influence. 
 As well as providing Force Protection for 
the Area of Operations around Bastion Joint 
Operating Base, denying Insurgents the 
opportunity to attack the busy airfield or the 
aircraft using it, the Wing have been providing 
depth protection for the area bordering the Green 
Zone and Nad E Ali.   They have been providing 
Force Protection to the helicopter infiltration 
routes into the area of Op MOSHTARAK and a 
Quick Reaction Force should one have been 
required.  Specifically, 3 Squadron RAF 
Regiment have been dominating potential 
Insurgent Firing Points, denying them the 
opportunity to fire on helicopters inserting troops 
into the Nad E Ali and Marjah area.  
Concurrently, 3 Squadron have provided depth 
Force Protection for No 1 Royal Welsh Battle 
Group while they have been conducting 
sustainment Operations in support of Op 
MOSHTARAK.   
 The tasks they have been conducting in 
support of convoys have been Counter-IED 
(detecting and preventing Insurgents placing 
devices), Counter-Indirect Fire (IDF) (denying 
Insurgents rocket and mortar firing points), over 
watch of convoys and Intelligence Surveillance, 
Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance (ISTAR) 
using the 3 Squadron Sniper Section.  
 Wing Commander Mick Smeath, Officer 
Commanding No 1 RAF Force Protection Wing, 
was in command during the support to Op 
MOSHTARAK.  He said, “Op MOSHTARAK 
has been a testing time for the Wing, but 
specifically for 3 Squadron RAF Regiment.  The 
defence of UK air assets has been critical to 
ensuring they had the freedom of manoeuvre 
required to support land forces during all phases 
of the Operation.  Moreover, the Squadron has 
also provided depth Force Protection along the 
ground lines of communication, in order to allow 
No 1 Royal Welsh Battle Group to conduct 
sustainment Operations to the Green Zone and 
Nad E Ali.  This contribution is clear evidence of 
the agility and flexibility of an RAF Force 
Protection Wing.” 

Correspondence 
 My first letter is from James Bayliss who 
somehow forgot to pay his subs last year.  
However as you will see some good has come out 
of it and my thanks to him for his generosity. 
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From James Bayliss of Birmingham 
 Dear Malcolm.  Many thanks for this 
year’s newsletters and my apologies about 
missing last year’s subscriptions.  However, I 
have sent the cash to the Royal Centre for 
Defence Medicine at Selly Oak where I hope it 
will do some good, stay well and my best wishes.  
James. 

******************** 
 My next letter is also from James Bayliss 
and is with regard to the article about Royal Navy 
slang in last month’s newsletter.  
Also From James Bayliss of B’ham 
 Dear Malcolm.  As I am very interested in 
the origins of of sayings, I was pleased to read 
your article about naval slang, so I sorted through 
my books and enclosed details of a book called 
“Not Enough Room to Swing a Cat” by Martin 
Robson, first published by which may be of 
interest to some of our members. 
 The expression of course does note refer to 
our feline friends but to the Cat-o-Nine Tails, the 
whip used to punish sailors.  The whipping was 
always carried out on deck as anywhere below 
deck was too confined or as the title of the book 
suggests, there was not enough room to swing a 
cat.  I hope someone finds this of interest.  Cheers 
James. 
P.S.  It was first published by Anooa Book 
Company Ltd, 10 Southcombe Street, London, 
W14 0RA. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

 My next article is mostly taken from an 
article published by Robert Hardman in The Mail 
Online on 2nd April 2010, headed “Carving With 
Pride: The craftsman who chisels fallen soldiers 
names in stone and the families paying tribute to 
loved ones” 
Carving with Pride 
 In late Spring every year, after any 
likelihood of frost cracking the stone panels, it is 
time for stonemason Nick Hindle to add the 
previous year’s death toll to the magnificent 
centrepiece of the National Memorial Arboretum 
– the Armed forces Memorial.  Every spring, over 
a period of around three weeks, the names of 
those who have been killed on duty or as a result 
of terrorism during the previous year, are 
engraved on the Memorial's Portland Stone walls. 
 Nick Hindle knows there can be no margin 
for error.  He places his tungsten-tipped chisel 

against this solemn Portland stone and starts 
carefully tapping away.  After the best part of an 
hour he stands back to check his handiwork.  
 Nick regards this as the most challenging 
and humbling work in his 25-year career as an 
engraver.  It took him five weeks of gentle 
hammering to add the sixty-five names of those 
members of HM Armed Forces who died in the 
line of duty in 2008.   
 If proof were needed of our mounting debt 
to the Services that figure almost doubled in 2009 
to one hundred and nineteen. 
 Not since the Falklands War or at the 
height of the Northern Ireland troubles has the 
annual Roll of Honour been as long.  This time, 
Nick expects to be tapping away for much longer, 
until June in fact.  He expects to have plenty of 
distractions along the way.  Schoolchildren will 
gather round and ask him what he is doing. 
 He sometimes has to stop work and stand 
back to allow former comrades to lay a wreath 
below a freshly engraved name.  Most poignantly 
of all, from time to time, there will be one or two 
spectators who will watch him in silence for hours 
on end.  
 They will have come to see a loved one’s 
name being carved alongside the more than 
16,000 names of every serviceman and 
servicewoman who has died serving this country – 
whether in conflict, in training, or at the hands of 
terrorists – since the end of World War Two.  
Nick says: 
 “I meet a lot of people with tears in their 
eyes, last year this poor woman was beside 
herself.  She explained that she had come to see 
me carve her husband’s name, but in the end, she 
couldn’t bear it”.  Their anguish is everywhere. 
 Inches from David’s feet lies a freshly laid 
rose with a note: “To our wonderful grandson 
David, we miss you and will never forget you.  
Mama and Grandpa”.   
 The first 15,297 names, covering 1945 to 
200, were etched onto stone panels by computer 
while the Memorial was being built.  Now that all 
the panels are in place, every addition must be 
carved by hand.   

Future Events at the NMA 
Sunday 23rd May 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. in the 
Millennium Avenue, Leicestershire & Rutland 
County Royal British Legion Pipe Band will give 
performances and hold a display. 
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Tuesday 25th May 2010 
 At 12.30 p.m. the Burma Star Association 
will hold a brief service of commemoration and a 
wreath laying ceremony at the Burma Star 
Association Grove.  For further information 
contact  Phil Crawley (Administrator) on 020 
7823 4273 or email <pecbsa@btconnect.com>. 
Saturday 29th May 2010 
 At the Home Service Force Grove, the 
Inns of Court and City Yeomanry will hold a 
parade and field service. For further information 
contact John Sabini on 020 8527 6871. 
Sunday 30th May 2010 
 The Royal Marines Association will hold 
its annual service and parade at 12.00 noon at the 
RMA Memorial.  For further information contact 
Ralph Eales on 01332 671753 or 07771 765021 or 
at <ralphneales@btinternet.com>. 
Saturday 5th June 2010 
 At 11.15 a.m. the Royal Military Police 
will hold their annual memorial service in the 
Millennium Chapel and at the RMP Memorial.  
For further information contact Colonel J H Baber 
(Regimental Secretary) on 02392 284206 or 
email <rhqrmp@btconnet.com>. 
Sunday 6th June 2010 
 At 11.00 a.m. the RAF Boy Entrants 
Association will hold their annual memorial 
service in the  Millennium Chapel, then onsite.  
For further information contact Brian Wood on 
01803 770378 or by e-mail at 
<bwood4@btinternet.com>. 
Wednesday 9th June 2010 
 At the Royal Tank Regiment Memorial at 
12.00 noon, the Nottingham Branch of the Royal 
Tank Regiment will hold their annual Service of 
Remembrance.  For further information contact 
Brian Rogers on 07740 631426 or by email 
to <brian@sherwoodpkg.com>. 
Saturday 19th June 2010 
 At 12.00 noon the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary will hold a Dedication in the 
Millennium Chapel and later on-site at the Ulster 
Ash Grove, of the Royal Ulster Constabulary G.C. 
Memorial.  For further information contact Mr F 
Hall by telephone on 02890 700116 or at 
<rucgcfoundation@nics.gov.uk>. 
Sunday 20th June 2010 
 At 11.45 a.m. the Aircrew Association will 
hold a service of dedication on-site for a 
commemorative stone. For further information 
contact Ray Flack (Editor, Intercom Magazine) on 

01476 570738 or by email at 
<editor@aircrew.org.uk>. 
Wednesday 23rd June 2010 
 At 12.00 noon the RAF Police and RAF 
Police Association will hold their annual 
Memorial Anniversary Parade onsite at RAFP and 
RAFPA Memorial.  For further information 
contact Alan F. Millership on 01405 818159 or 
07849 468366 or by email to 
<a.millership8176@btinternet.com>. 
Wednesday 23rd June 2010 
 At 11.00 a.m. and 12.15 p.m. the 
Association of Jewish ex-Servicemen (AJEX) will 
hold their annual service of commemoration at the 
AJAX Memorial then at the Shot at Dawn 
Memorial.  For further information contact 
Jacques Weisser or Rosalind Kaye on 020 8282 
2323 or email <headoffice@ajex.org.uk>. 
Saturday 26th June 2010 
 Everyone is invited to join in celebrating 
Armed Forces Day at the National Memorial 
Arboretum.  The Service of Tribute will be held at 
10.45am at the  Armed Forces Memorial.  Please 
note,  no seating will be provided. 
Saturday 26th June 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. in the Millennium Chapel 
the RAF Regiment will hold its annual RAF 
Regiment Memorial Service of Commemoration 
in the Millennium Chapel.  The event will be 
followed immediately afterwards with a Service 
of Commemoration and Wreath Laying in the 
RAF Regiment Memorial Garden. For further 
information contact   Wing Commander Martin 
Hooker on 01359 237824 or by email to 
<rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk>. 
Sunday 27th June 2010  
 National Service Day.  A day of 
commemoration and reunion for all who 
performed National Service.  A Service will be 
held at 2:00 p.m. at the National Service 
Memorial and will be followed by a parade.  For 
further information contact Kevin Paton 
(Coordinator) on 01952 510053 or 
<kevinpaton@crown-lane.co.uk>. 
Sunday 27th June 2010  
At 10.30 a.m. at the CVA Memorial, the 
Commando Veterans Association will hold a 
summer service of Remembrance as part of 
Armed Forces Week.  For further information 
contact Geoff on 01869 243140 or by email at 
<murraygeoff@hotmail.com>. 
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Friday 2nd July 2010 
 The Northern Rhodesia Police Association 
will dedicate the Colonial Police Memorial on-
site.  For further information  contact John Coates 
on 0116 2872869 or by e-mail at 
<johncoates42@hotmail.com>. 
Saturday 3rd July 2010 
 At 12.00 noon the Royal Artillery 
Association will hold its annual Service of 
Remembrance in the Pavilion marquee and onsite 
at the Royal Artillery Garden.  For further 
information contact Allan Solly (Membership 
Secretary) by tel. on 01980 845362 or by e-mail 
<ArtyCen-RHQRA-RAA-MemSec@mod.uk>. 
Wednesday 7th July 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. in the Millennium Chapel  
the Army Benevolent Fund The Soldier's Charity 
will hold its annual service for family and friends 
of ABFSC Tribute Rose Funds.  For further 
information contact Mrs F D Ponikowski (Donor 
Development Manager) on 0845 241 4828 or by 
email to< fponikowski@soldierscharity.org>. 
Friday 9th July 2010 
 At 12.00 noon the Neptune Association 
will hold a rededication service on-site at the 
memorials for the Neptune and Hood memorials.  
For further information contact Diana Clayton on 
01457 861606 or email at 
<dianaw5hx@talktalk.net>; or John McGregor on 
01227 282219 or by email at 
<hmsneptune41@aol.com>. 
Saturday 10th July 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. in the Millennium Chapel 
the Civil Defence Association will hold its annual 
service followed by a wreath laying at the CDA 
memorial.  For further information contact Tim 
Essex-Lopresti (Secretary) on 01629 55738 or 
email <aedissel@btinternet.com>. 
Saturday 24th July 2010 
 At 11.a.m. at the Ulster Special 
Constabulary obelisk, the Ulster Special 
Constabulary Association will hold their annual 
Service of Remembrance.  This will be the 4th 
anniversary of the dedication of their obelisk.  For 
further information contact Richard Scott by 
telephone on 028 9044 9937 or by email at 
<usc_1920@yahoo.co.uk>. 
Sunday 25th July 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. the British South Africa 
Police will unveil and dedicate their memorial.  
The service will include laying up their roll of 
honour.  For further information contact Peter 

Phillips (Chairman, BSAP Association) on 01442 
244919 or 07733 358692 or email 
<peterbp@lineone.net>. 
Sunday 25th July 2010 
 At 10.00 a.m. in the Pavilion Marquee and 
at The Beat the Care of Police Survivors (COPS) 
will hold their annual service of Remembrance.  
For further information Abbie Clark (Office & 
Events Coordinator) on 0844 893 2055 or 
email <admin@ukcops.org>. 
Monday 26th July 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. the HMS Belfast Association 
will hold a Korean War Remembrance Service in 
the Millennium Chapel followed by wreath laying 
at the Armed Forces Memorial.  For further 
information contact Cliff Le Quelenec 
(Membership Secretary) on 01923 776330 or by 
email at <caleq2@tiscali.co.uk>. 
Tuesday 27th July 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. in the Pavilion Marquee 
and BKVA Garden (admission to ticket holders 
only)  for the concert, or at 12.00 p.m. for the 
service of thanksgiving, commemoration and 
Remembrance, the British Korean Veterans 
Association will hold a Commemoration Day for 
the 57th anniversary of the Armistice at the 
conclusion of hostilities in Korea.   
 For further information Frank Ellison 
(Event Organiser) on 01457 763699 or 
email <frank.ellison@btinternet.com>. 
Sunday 15th August 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. in the  Millennium 
Chapel and onsite at the Malayan Volunteers 
Group Garden, the Malayan Volunteers Group 
will hold a service of commemoration for VJ Day.  
Mrs Rosemary Fell (MVG Secretary) on 01297 
33045 or email <dinraf-millbrook@tiscali.co.uk>. 
Saturday 11th September 2010 
 At 12.00 noon the 1st Anniversary of the 
annual service of commemoration at the Polish 
Armed Forces Memorial will be celebrated at the 
Polish Armed Forces Memorial.  For further 
information contact Chez Maryszczak on 020 
8741 1911 or by email. At <spkwb@virgin.net>. 
Saturday 11th September 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. at the Greek Plot if weather 
fine, or if wet at 12.30pm in the Chapel, the 
Brotherhood of Veterans of the Greek Campaign 
will hold their annual Service of Commemoration.  
For further information contact Mrs Janet Buttery 
(Secretary) on 01279 657166 or email 
<graham.buttery@btinternet.com>. 
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Saturday 11th September 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. in the  Millennium Chapel 
and at the Ulster Ash Grove the Northern Ireland 
Veterans' Association will hold their annual 
service of Remembrance.  For further information 
contact David Langston on 07980 343759 or 
email <davidlangston@theshed595.orangehome.c
o.uk>. 
Thursday 16th September 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. in the Millennium Chapel 
and later onsite the Ambulance Service 
Benevolent Fund will hold its bi-annual service to 
honour all ambulance personnel and especially 
those who have died in Service.  For further 
information contact Simon Fermor, National 
Secretary, by telephone on 01323 721150, or by 
e-mail at <asbf.enquiries@hotmail.co.uk>. 
Thursday 30th September 2010 
 At 2.30 p.m. the Royal Anglian Regiment 
will hold a dedication of the memorial to the 
Royal Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire 
Regiments.  For further information contact 
Lieutenant Colonel Tony Slater on 01603 400290 
or by email at <ahqbse@rhqroyalanglian.org.uk>. 
Saturday 2nd October 2010 
 Ride to the Wall for 2010 organised by the 
Harley-Davidson Riders Club Great Britain 
(HDRCGB) will take place on Saturday 2nd 
October 2010 and is open to riders of all makes 
and models of motorcycles.  Participants are 
asked to pay a registration fee and all money 
raised after necessary expenses have been covered 
will be donated to the National Memorial 
Arboretum.  Everyone who registers will receive a 
commemorative 2010 year bar.  Drayton Manor 
Theme Park, near Tamworth will once again be 
the assembly point for the 11 o'clock start of the 
official ride to the Armed Forces Memorial at the 
National Memorial Arboretum in Alrewas 
Staffordshire.   Registration will open on 1st March 
2010 and can be done by post with a cheque / 
postal order to HDRCGB, PO Box 62, Newton 
Abbot, Devon, TQ12 2QE, or by telephone to 
their 24 hour answerphone 01179 600779. 
Sunday 24th October 2010 
 The Vulcan Crew Chiefs Register has 
received a Big Lottery Fund grant and are 
installing a bench in the RAF section.  At 11.00 
a.m. MRAF Lord Craig of Radley, their President 
and Patron will unveil the memorial bench at a 
dedication service.  There will also be a wreath 
laying ceremony.   For further information Tony 

Regan on 01297 20280 or email 
<Turbo542@aol.com>. 
Thursday 11th November 2010 
 At 10.30 a.m. the annual Armistice Day 
Service of Remembrance will be held on the 
Armed Forces Memorial.   There will be a limited 
number of tickets available for this service and 
application details will be publicised from 1 
September. 

RAF Regiment Books 
 I am often asked for information about 
books about the RAF Regiment.  The following 
list is of the books that I know of that I am 
regularly adding to.  If anyone knows of any other 
books about the RAF Regiment, please let me 
know.   All the books are listed by their date of 
publication.   
 Birmingham Branch member James 
Bayliss of Coleshill, Birmingham, has sent me 
information about another book that mentions the 
RAF Regiment called “With British Snipers to the 
Reich” by Captain Clifford Shore, first published 
in 1997 by Greenhill Books, London and 
Stackpole Books, Pennsylvania, USA.  ISBN 1-
85367-292-0.  Although it is now out of print and 
not available at my local libraries, the book is 
freely available on the internet on Amazon.com. 
 As James said to me, do not be confused 
by his Army rank as Clifford Shore served 
throughout France and Germany as a Flying 
Officer in the RAF Regiment.  The publisher’s 
Note at the front of the book gives the following 
information. 

“Clifford Shore, the author of this book, was 
an unusual man.  He was born in Stockport 
on October 5th 1907 and came to the most 
difficult and exacting task of sniper training 
not from the British Army as one would 
expect, but from the RAF Regiment ground 
installations and forward airstrips. 
He served as a Flying Officer in the 
appointment of Weapon Training Officer 
with 2834 Anti-Aircraft Squadron, RAF 
Regiment, landing on Jig Green Beach in 
the early hours of 7th June 1944 during 
Operation Overlord.  His unit was the first 
such RAF Regiment Squadron to land in 
Normandy.  Post-war he was commissioned 
into the British Army and managed to get 
himself either attached, or later posted, as an 
instructor to the field Sniper School in 
Holland, which had originally been set up in 
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Normandy under its famous instructor 
Captain Owen Underhill, OBE of the King’s 
Scottish Light Infantry, who had also been 
the Chief Instructor of the 1st Army Sniping 
School in World War One. 
In recognition of his prowess, Clifford 
Shore’s fellow instructors from the elite 
Lovett Scouts presented him with one of 
their own distinctive bonnets; for this reason 
the title page of this book bears the badge of 
a regiment whose contribution to British 
sniper training is unique”. 

 The word Sniper comes from a play on 
words by British soldiers in India as early as 
1773. Here troops hunted the Snipe, a small, quick 
bird that was difficult to shoot. Successful 
shooters were dubbed Snipers. 

Books about the RAF Regiment 
"Khaki and Blue"  the early ground defence of 
the RAF in WW2 by Colonel Ronald Sherbrooke-
Walker TD DL.  Published in 1952 by The Saint 
Catherine Press Ltd.  Now out of print.  No ISBN. 
“A Brief History of the RAF Regiment 1942-
1960” by Air Vice Marshall J. H. Harris, C.B., 
CBE.  Published in 1960.  Now out of print.  No 
ISBN. 
“A Short History of the RAF Regiment”  from 
1942 to 1970 with a brief account of the approach 
to the problems of airfield defence in the RAF 
from 1918 to 1942 by Kingsley M Oliver.  Printed 
by Thanet Printing Works in 1969.  No ISBN 
Number and now out of print. 
“The Royal Air Force Regiment – A Short 
History” .  A 40th Anniversary edition.  An 
updated short history of the RAF Regiment from 
1942 to 1982 with a brief account of the approach 
to the problems of airfield defence in the Royal air 
Force from 1918 until the formation of its own 
defence Corps in 1942.  By Group Captain 
Kingsley Oliver and Wing Commander Keith 
Batt.  Published in 1982 by Adlard and Son Ltd, 
Bartholomew Press, Dorking, Surrey.  No ISBN 
Number and now out of print. 
“No Tigers in our Jungle” about life in the RAF 
Regiment in South-East Asia Command 1943/45.  
By ex-Flight Lieutenant Harry Homer. Service 
number 127613.  Published in 1982 ISBN 84 398 
8656 X. 
“The Edges of War” An RAF Regiment Story by 
Tim Hillyar.  About 2804 Armoured Car 
Squadron, from landing in France at the end of 
June 1944, through the fighting in Europe to the 
British Victory Parade in Berlin on 21st July 1945.  

Privately published in 1992 by Tim Hillyar.  In 
1996, he lived at 36, Trefor Jones Court, 
Brookfield Avenue, Dover, Kent, CT16 2QP.  
“The Blue and Khaki Hunters”  Privately 
published in a Limited Edition of 500 copies in 
1993 by D F Sampson through Newton 
Publishers.  ISBN 1-872308-34-1.  Can be 
obtained directly from Mr D F Sampson, 17 
Shelley Close, Highcliffe on Sea, Christchurch, 
Dorset, BH23 4HW.  Telephone number 01425 
279206. 
"Below the Bottom Rung"  the RAF Regiment in 
Palestine by Edward Grocott.  Published in 1996 
by J and K H Publishing.  ISBN 1 900511 57 6. 
"Through Adversity"  the History of the RAF 
Regiment 1942 - 1992 by Kingsley M Oliver.  
Published in 1997 by Forces and Corporate 
Publishing Ltd.  ISBN 0 9529597 0 4. 
"In Adversity"  Exploits of Gallantry and Awards 
to the RAF Regiment and its Associated Forces 
1921 - 12995  by Nicholas G Tucker.  Published 
in 1997 by Jade Publishing Limited.  ISBN 1-
900734-08-7. 
With British Snipers to the Reich” by Captain 
Clifford Shore, first published in 1997 by 
Greenhill Books, London and Stackpole Books, 
Pennsylvania, USA.  ISBN 1-85367-292-0.  As a 
Flying Officer with 2834 AA Squadron, RAF 
Regiment, after landing in Normandy on 7th June, 
Clifford Shore served through France and 
Germany during World War Two.  
"The RAF Regiment"  History, Colours, 
uniforms and Equipment of the RAF Regiment.  
Edited by Stuart Asquith.  Published in 2000 by 
Nexus Special Interests Ltd.  Book Number 
001772.  Foreword by Air Commodore R C 
Moore, MBE, RAF, Commandant General, RAF 
Regiment.  But now out of print. 
"The RAF Regiment at War"  1942 - 1946 by 
Kingsley M Oliver.  Published in 2002 by Pen and 
Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 0-85052-852-6. 
"On the Road to Mandalay"  featuring the life of 
the author Randle Manwaring focussing 
particularly on his time with the RAF Regiment in 
the Burma Campaign.  Published in 2006 by Pen 
and Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 1844154971.  
"Constant Vigilance"  the RAF Regiment in the 
Burma Campaign by Nigel W M Warwick.  
Published in 2007 by Pen and Sword Books 
Limited.  ISBN: 9781844155002. 
“Gunner’s Tales, Warts and All”  by Ron 
Taylor.  This is a collection of stories, myths and 
legends from the RAF Regiment.  A cartoon book 
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similar to the Giles cartoon books only all 
Regiment cartoons.  A Limited Edition book 
privately published in 2009 at £10.00.  Copies can 
be obtained from Mr. R Taylor, 710A Hern Road, 
Pondersbridge, Ramsay St Mary’s, PE26 2TL.  
Ron can also be contacted on 01733 844817. 
Books containing references to the RAF 
Regiment 
“The Lost Lady” all a bout the American Bomber 
"Lady Be Good".  No publication date available.  
By Mario Martinez.  Published by Leo Cooper at 
£19.95.  Mentions 2926 Squadron RAF Regiment. 
“Flugplatz Gutersloh”.  A Short History 1937/87 
with references to the RAF Regiment.  Published 
in 1987.  By Gerry Lewis.  Published 1987. 
“The Battle of the Airfields 1st January 1945” 
by Norman L Franks.  About “Operation 
Bodenplatte”  when the Germans attempted to 
destroy the advanced Allied Airfields.  First 
published in 1982.  ISBN 1 898697 15 9.  
Republished by Grub Street in 1994 in an updated 
version. 
“Britain's Modern Royal Air Force”  which 
contains a complete chapter on the RAF 
Regiment.  Published in 1994.  By Peter F Guiver.  
ISBN 1 85260 4328. 
“The Autobiography”  by Brian Clough.  
Mentions his service at RAF Watchet.  Published 
in 1995.  ISBN 1 85225 198 0. 
  “The Royal Air Force”  an Illustrated History 
by Michael Armitage.  Published by 
Brockhampton Press in 1995.  ISBN 1 86019 
8511.  Contains several references to the RAF 
Regiment. 
“Esprit de Corps”  by Walter Archibald Elliott.  
A Scots Guards Officer on Active Service 1943 - 
1945.  Published in 1997.  In Chapter 7 it’s about 
the Transfer of RAF Regiment Personnel to the 
Scots Guards.  ISBN 085955 220 9. 
“Sunset in the East” by John Hudson published 
by Leo Cooper in 2002.  ISBN 0 85052 846 1.  It 
briefly mentions The RAF Regiment on page 43.  
Its main interest is the fact that to maintain order 
and to control the nationalist in Java, the author 
employed captured Japanese army personnel.  It 
also gives a lot of detail about the war in Burma. 
“Joint Force Harrier”  by Commander Adrian 
Orchard, with James Barrington.  The true story 
of a Royal Navy Fighter squadron at war.  
Published in 2008 by Penguin Books and Micael 
Joseph.  ISBN 9780718153991. 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT 
SECRETARY 

DEATH NOTICES: 
 EDEN JOHN.  Former WWII veteran, Flt 
Lt John Eden RAF (Retd), born 8 Mar 08, died on 
10 Apr 10 aged 102.  He applied for a commission 
in the RAF in 1942, and was trained at RAF 
Cosford, near Wolverhampton, then in the Isle of 
Man.  Joining the RAF Regt, he sailed to war on 
board the SS Scythia, a requisitioned Cunard 
liner, which sailed from Liverpool to North 
Africa.   
 The ship was torpedoed off Algiers in Nov 
42 while at anchor, as the harbour was full; 
luckily the damage was contained in spite of 
shrapnel raining down from Italian aircraft.  
 He went on to serve with 2868 Sqn RAF 
Regt in North Africa, Sicily, Italy, Germany and 
Denmark, before being demobilised in Aug 46.  
His 100th birthday was celebrated in the Centurion 
journal in 2008.  The funeral was held in Hoylake, 
in the Wirral, on 21 Apr 10.  He is survived by his 
son, Christopher Eden of 8a Woodlands Road, 
Irby, Wirral CH61 2XD, to whom the Corps 
extends its sincere condolences.  
 McNEIL IAN.  Air Cdre Ian W P 
McNeil, RAF (Retd), CG RAF Regt 1995-99, 
born 30 Sep 45, died on 6 Apr 10 aged 64, 
following a long period of illness.  He was CG 
RAF Regt from 1995-99, and was the last Comdt 
at the Regt Depot Catterick and the first Regt Stn 
Cdr at RAF Honington in 1994.  The Funeral was 
held in Durweston, Dorset, on 14 Apr 10.   
 The CG RAF Regt and RAF FP Force 
Comdr, together with a number of former CGs 
and Regtl friends and colleagues, were in 
attendance.  A Thanksgiving Service is planned to 
be held at a later date and details will be 
announced in due course.  He is survived by his 
wife, Paula, who may be contacted at 6 St 
Nicholas Gardens, Durweston, Blandford Forum, 
Dorset DT11 0QH.  The Corps extends its sincere 
condolences to the family. 
 WALSH FRANCIS.  Former RAF Regt 
SAC Francis Walsh died on 22 Mar 10.  He 
enlisted on 11 Nov 59 and served in Cyprus 
before being discharged on 10 Nov 62.  No 
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further Service details are known.  The funeral 
was held in Hindley, near Wigan, on 30 Mar 10.  
He is survived by his wife, Mrs Winnie Walsh, of 
31 Hollins Road, Hindley, Wigan WN2 4JZ, to 
whom the Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
 KENDALL FRANK.  Former RAF Regt 
SAC Frank Kendall, born 2 Feb 32, died on 3 Nov 
09 aged 77.  He enlisted on 29 Apr 52 and served 
from 1952-54 on 199 and 194 Sqns RAF Regt at 
RAF Luneberg and Oldenberg, and on 63 Sqn 
RAF Regt at RAF Felixstowe.  He was discharged 
in Apr 57.  No further Service details are 
available.  The funeral was held in Manchester on 
19 Nov 09.  He is survived by his daughter, 
Elaine, and son, Alan, who may be contacted at 
30 Connie Street, Openshaw, Manchester M11 
2JT.  The Corps extends its sincere condolences to 
the family. 
KIRK HENRY.  Former WWII RAF Regt 
SNCO Henry Kirk MBE, died on 13 Apr 10.  
Further details are being compiled but he was a 
member of the RAF Regt in SEAC and, although 
not involved directly in the Meiktila action in 
Burma in Mar 45, was closely associated with the 
event and the aftermath.  He was the creator and 
President of the RAF Regt SEAC Assoc and, 
latterly, President of the Burma Star Assoc for the 
NE England Region.  
 He was inspirational in the development 
and publication of the recent Corps history 
'Constant Vigilance'.  For his long term and 
outstanding service to the Corps, and most 
generous donations to Corps projects over a 
number of years, he was one of the first recipients 
of the CG RAF Regt's Commendations in 2009, 
with the Commendation being presented at RAFC 
Cranwell on 16 Feb 10.  The funeral was held at 
12.30 on Mon 26 Apr 10 at the Crematorium in 
Chanterlands Avenue, Kingston Upon Hull.  He is 
survived by his wife, Margaret, of 34 Tilworth 
Road, Kingston upon Hull, HU8 9BN, to whom 
the Corps extends its sincere condolences.  
TAYLOR PETER.  Former RAF Regt WO Peter 
Taylor MBE, born 24 Apr 31, died on 29 Mar 10 
aged 78.  He enlisted at RAF Cardington, on 49-D 
Intake, in Oct 48 and served at RAF El Hamra in 
Egypt from Feb 50 before moving to 58 Sqn RAF 
Regt at RAF Khormaksar in Aden.  In 1953, he 
moved to 63 (R) Sqn RAF Regt at RAF Ouston in 
1953 and then went to 17 (LAA) Sqn RAF Regt at 
Celle from 1954-57.   
 He then served at a variety of locations 
including RAF Wymeswold (1958), RAF Kuala 

Lumpur Ground Defence Training Flt (1958), 
RAF Changi (1960-61), RAF Felixstowe (1962), 
RAF Upward (1963), RAF Middleton St George 
(1964).  1964-66 saw him at RAF El Adam as a 
NCO with the GDT Flt and its Special Safety 
team.  A posting to the RAF Regt Depot at RAF 
Catterick with 51 (Fd) Sqn RAF Regt followed 
from 1967-76, then RAF Aldershot  in 1971 
before returning to RAF Catterick and 37 (LAA) 
Sqn RAF Regt  that same year.  He was awarded 
the MBE in 1973 before moving to RAF 
Uxbridge from 1974-76,  
 On retirement in 1976, he joined 
Cleveland County Council as an Assistant 
Emergency Planner; he later to became the Chief 
Emergency Planner until retirement.  In campaign 
terms, he undertook five tours in Aden and two in 
N Ireland.  The funeral took place in Kettering on 
14 Apr 10.  He is survived by his wife, Mrs 
Margaret Taylor of 40 Lapwing Close, Oakley 
Vale, Corby, Northamptonshire NN18 8DJ, to 
whom the Corps extends its sincere condolences.  
GENERAL NOTICES: 
CG COMMENDATIONS 2010 
 Following its very successful 
implementation in 2009, the CG's 
Commendations for the year 2009-10 will be 
awarded in Sep 10.  The Award of a CG's 
Commendation is intended to recognize those 
who serve or support the Corps in an outstanding 
fashion and who would not normally be covered 
by the State Awards or RAF Commanders' 
Commendation systems; therefore, serving 
members are not eligible for nomination.   
 The 2010 Awards year covers the period 
from 1 Aug 09 to 31 Jul 10. Nominations will 
only be accepted on the official nomination form 
(both electronic and hard-copy versions are 
available), obtainable from the Regtl Sec.  All 
nominations must be initiated by a suitable 
Sponsor and supported by one other individual.  
Sponsors or supporting signatories may not be 
related to the nominated individual.  In the case of 
a RAF Regiment Association nomination, one of 
the signatories should be a National or Branch 
executive.  Nominations may be submitted to the 
Regtl Sec by no later than 1 Sep 10.  Late 
submissions will not be accepted.  It is vital that 
all nominations remain in confidence and 
nominees are not to made aware of their 
nomination.  Full details and conditions are 
contained in the nomination form pack.  
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WORLD WAR II THEMED EVENT AT 
BELTON PARK- UPDATED 
 The National Trust (NT) will be 
sponsoring a 'RAF Living History Group & 
Demonstrations - WWII Theme at Belton House, 
the original Corps Depot from 1942-46, over the 
weekend 14-15 Aug 10.  The event, initiated by 
the RAF Living History Group, has recognized 
the significance of the venue to the RAF Regt and 
has asked for its assistance.   
 The days will include equipment displays, 
re-enactments etc. The NT estimates that some 2-
3000 people will visit on each day, more if the 
weather is fine.  Further details will be published 
in due course, but it may be worth a diary entry, 
particularly if you have never visited the first 
Home of the Corps before.  Formal RAF Regt 
Assoc participation will be coordinated by the 
Lincolnshire Branch and members are asked not 
to contact Belton Park events' staff direct.  
RAF REGT FUND CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
 Please advise any RAF Regt 
Fund/Centurion journal changes of address to the 
Fund Membership Secretary Flt Lt Paul Norry at 
RTS(C) Trg Wg, RAF Honington, or by Email at 
ocsigsschool@honington.raf.mod.uk, or by BT tel 
01359 237957. 
JOIN THE RAF REGT ASSOC - UPDATED 
 The Constitutional objective of the 
Association is to maintain and promote esprit de 
corps and comradeship amongst all RAF 
Regiment personnel, both past and present, in 
order to promote the good name, reputation and 
traditions of the Corps.  All who wore the 'Flash' 
are entitled to join as Full Members, and none 
Regiment personnel who served with Regt Units 
can also join as Associate Members.   
 The Assoc is particularly looking to 
recruit members who are currently serving.  Cost 
of annual membership is £10.  For more 
information and an application form, contact the 
Assoc Membership Sec, Mrs Linda Taylor at 49 
Laura Street, Barry, South  Glamorgan, CF63 
2NU.  Tel No  01446 730894 or via e-mail at: 
<membsec@rafregt.org.uk>. 
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
5 Jun Annual Naming Ceremony at the National 
Armed Forces' Memorial (NMA Alrewas) 
11 Jul Assoc Service at the Tower of London  
11 Jun RAF Regt Officers' Dinner Club Reception 
15 Jun Centurion 29 Article copy deadline 
26 Jun RAF Regt Annual Memorial Comm NMA  
27 Jun National Armed Forces Day  

11 Jul Suffolk Branch - RAF Memorial Day 
 11 Jul Annual Service at the Tower of London 
18 Jul RAuxAF Colour & Standard Parade (RAF  
Marham) 
24 Jul Assoc NEC meeting  ( RAF Scampton) 
14-15 Aug RAF Living History Event - RAF Regt 
at Belton Park (Grantham) 
1-4 Oct Assoc AGM and Annual Reunion  
29 Oct RAF Regt Officers' Dinner Club Annual 
Dinner (RAF Club, London) 
11 Nov Garden of Remembrance - Westminster 
Abbey 
14 Nov Remembrance Sunday - Cenotaph, 
London, and nationwide 
15 Dec Centurion 30 Article copy deadline 
2011 
4 Feb RAF Regt Op Review and Corps Formation 
Dinner (RAF Honington) 
10 Jun* Officers' Dinner Club Reception (Belton 
Park) * Provisional venue and date, tbc. 
25 Jun RAF Regt Annual Memorial 
Commemoration (NMA Alrewas) 
RAF Regt Golf Society 2010 Calendar  
16 Jun RAF Regt GS v RA Mentmore GC. 
6 and 7 Jul Regt GS Championships Mentmore 
GC. 
29 Jul RAF Regt GS v Royal Marines - China 
Fleet GC. 
8 Sep RAF Regt GS v Royal Signals - Thetford 
GC. 

Contact Needed 
 At the Spring Reunion, Jim Reed, 
Secretary of the Kent Branch, and his wife, met 
Reg and Margaret Bracken and wish to remain in 
touch.  Jim has lost their contact details and has 
asked me to contact them if possible and ask them 
to telephone Jim on 01303 273 884.  I don’t know 
Reg and Margaret but it is always possible that 
one of my readers does, so if you do know them, 
could you pass on this message please. 
 

******************** 
 Well that’s all for now, keep smiling if 
you can and stay happy.  And please remember, 
this is Newsletter Number 251.  My last 
newsletter Number 260 will be published in 
February 2011 after the 2011 Branch AGM at 
which I will stand down.  That will mean that I 
have only missed publishing a monthly branch 
newsletter 13 times in twenty-two and a half 
years.  Not a bad record if I do say so myself. 

  Malcolm   
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