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Dear Readers. 

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
 It is most important that we remember the 

dangers that our young men and women serving 

on operations are all facing, so please remember 

the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  

 Please send any donations you may wish 

to make, to the Branch Treasurer Tom Magee and 

he will pass them on to the right place.  We still 

need money for the injured lads and lassies so see 

what you can do.  We are still collecting money 

for the further support of our injured troops.   

 We must remember them after they leave 

Queen Elizabeth Hospital or Headley Court, for 

those badly injured may need support and or 

assistance for the rest of their lives.   

 The Royal British Legion is the best 

option for this and this year our new Lord 

Mayor’s “Home for the Brave Appeal” is the best 

one for us to support this year.  For those wishing 

to make donation directly to the hospital, please 

address any donations or correspondence to; 

RCDM, Level 2, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 

Mindelsohn Way, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 

B15 2WB.  And as the point of contact for all 

donations (financial and non-financial) has 

changed from Major Cheesman to Mrs D Binion, 

please address them to her and due to lack of 

storage space for goodies, could everyone please 

first contact Mrs Binion on 0121 371 5317 to 

arrange a suitable appointment. 

BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 

 A very Happy Birthday to the following 

Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 

are this month, may you all have many more. 
 

2nd June Leonard Royds Tamworth Staffordshire 

3rd June Robert McGowran B’ham West Mids 

9th June Jim Davies Middlewich Cheshire 

12th June Mick Warren Saltburn by the Sea 

Cleveland 

14th June Malcolm Overfield Dudley West Mids 

17th June Fred Smith Birmingham West Mids 

22nd June Vic Whistler Stratford on Avon 

Warwickshire 

27th June Ralph Proffitt Shrewsbury Shropshire 

27th June Jim Common Aberdare Mid 

Glamorgan 
 

 

A NEW MEMBER 

 We welcome Frank Smith of Knutsford, 

Cheshire.  Frank enlisted in 1961 and after his 

Basic Training and his Regiment Training, served 

as a SAC with QCS at RAF Uxbridge from 1961 

until 1964. 

 He was then posted to 27 Squadron at 

RAF Akrotiri where he was promoted to 

Corporal.  During his service with 27 Squadron he 

was deployed to Aden.  In 1968 he was posted to 

No. 7 School of Recruit training at RAF 

Swinderby where he served until 1970.  He was 

then posted back to RAF Akrotiri where he served 

with 27 and 34 Squadrons on 3 Wing until 1974 

where he was promoted again to Sergeant.   

 He was then posted to 37 Squadron at 

RAF Catterick.  From RAF Catterick he was 

deployed first to Belize and then to Northern 

Ireland.  He served with 37 Squadron until his 

discharge in 1975.  He was awarded the General 

Service Medal (South Arabia) and the General 

Service Medal (Northern Ireland).    

 We welcome him and hope that he has a 

long and happy association with us. 

CLOSURE OF THE RAF REGT SHOP 
 The RAF Regiment Shop, based at RAF 

Honington, ceased trading officially on 31
st
 March 

2012.  No further orders or payments should be 

made to the facility.  Those customers with 

outstanding business should write to the former 

Manageress at the RAF Regiment Shop c/o RAF 

Honington, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP31 1EE.  

A replacement facility is being developed and 

further details will be published in due course. 

RAF Regiment News 
Regiment Gunners return from Camp 

Bastion 
 Gunners from 2 Squadron RAF Regiment 

returned home last month from a six-month 

Afghanistan deployment to an emotional reunion 

with friends and family.  The Gunners were 

stationed at Camp Bastion in Helmand province, 

the UK forces' main base in Afghanistan, and 

provided it with protection from attack. 

 The returning troops entered their home 

base of RAF Honington in Suffolk by formally 

marching into the hangar where friends and 

THE BIRMINGHAM BRANCH NEWSLETTER 

NUMBER 276 JUNE 2012 

 



3 

 

family were waiting.  While the event was one of 

great happiness and celebration, the tragic loss of 

one of their comrades, Senior Aircraftman Ryan 

Tomlin, during the deployment was keenly felt. 

 Group Captain Andy Hall, Station 

Commander of RAF Honington, said: "I am 

incredibly impressed by the squadron's 

achievements during their challenging tour and 

we are all very proud of them.  Their contribution 

to the ongoing operations in Afghanistan remains 

vital to the overall mission."  Jenny O'Keefe, wife 

of Corporal Declan O'Keefe, said: "I am elated, 

excited, overwhelmed and emotional!"  Grace 

Shackleton, fiancée of Senior Aircraftman 

Benjamin Jones, said: "I am nervous, very excited 

and looking forward to a nice holiday!" 

 This was the unit's third tour of 

Afghanistan, with their last tour ending in July 

2010.  The RAF Regiment is celebrating its 70th 

anniversary this year.  It formed during the 

Second World War when the acute need for a 

dedicated and specialist force to protect critical 

airfields and air operations was realised. 

 Operations in Afghanistan and across the 

world have demonstrated that the RAF Regiment 

is a world leader in air-minded force protection 

and many foreign Air Forces are turning to the 

RAF Regiment for advice and guidance.  2 

Squadron's homecoming parade will take place 

through Bury St Edmunds on 30 June. 

Emotional homecoming for 2 Squadron 

RAF Regiment 
  It was an emotional homecoming for 2 

Squadron RAF Regiment on Wednesday as 

families greeted the 122 airmen and women with 

deafening cheer and applause.  Arriving at RAF 

Honington earlier than expected, after a tour at 

Camp Bastion, in Afghanistan, squadron members 

were spotted through the open door to Jimmy 

James Hangar as they began marching towards 

their loved ones, whom most had not seen since 

October last year. 

Sarah Millichamp, from Great Whelnetham, 

reunited her husband Sergeant Paul Millichamp 

with their seven-year-old daughter, Tia.  “It’s a 

real relief to have him home, it’s been a long 

seven months,” she said.  Jenny O’Keeffe’s 

husband, Cpl DJ O’Keeffe, had returned from his 

eighth tour in 14 years. 

 She said: “It’s hard just being home, not 

having that second opinion.  He’s my comfort 

blanket, the glue that holds us together.  I don’t 

sleep well without him, I don’t feel safe when 

he’s not there.” 

 Corporal O’Keeffe, a father of four from 

Honington, said: “I’m relieved to be back with the 

family.  It’s never easy being away although I’m 

used to it.”  Cpl Kenny Duggan was greeted by 

his wife Katie and their four young children.  She 

described his absence as ‘pure hell’.  He said: “It’s 

hard being separated from the family but 

obviously you get on with the job in hand.  I 

believe it’s a lot easier for us being out there than 

it is for the families – it’s them not knowing how 

we’re doing that makes it hard, we know we’re 

okay but they get concerned.” 

 The celebratory atmosphere was 

overshadowed by the loss of one of the squadron, 

21-year-old SAC Ryan Tomlin, who was fatally 

shot while on patrol in February.  Squadron 

Leader Jules Weekes said being home would 

allow the squadron to grieve properly and ‘to 

remember Ryan in the way he would have 

wanted’.  The squadron will now enjoy six weeks’ 

post-deployment leave, before preparing for their 

homecoming parade in Bury on June 30. 

58 Squadron Presented With New 

Standard By HRH The Duke Of Kent 
 His Royal Highness (HRH) The Duke of 

Kent has presented 58 Squadron, RAF Regiment 

with a new Standard during a parade at RAF 

Leuchars.  58 Squadron completed a highly 

successful Operational deployment to Afghanistan 

in 2011 as part of No 6 Force Protection Wing.  

 

 The Squadron has by far the most 

distinguished operational record of any RAF Regt 

Sqn.  It has a total of 7 battle honours, 6 of which 

are from World War II, which have the right to be 

emblazoned on its standard.   

 During the parade, HRH The Duke of 

Kent accepted the general salute from the 

Squadron as Typhoon aircraft from 6 Squadron 

flew overhead in recognition of the critical role 

that the Gunners of the RAF Regiment 

accomplish in providing the protection on the 

ground that enables the UK Armed Forces and 

their allies to mount effective Operations in the 

air.  The Duke said in his address: 
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 “The presentation of this Standard today 

underlines and encompasses everything that is 

important in terms of military ethos, and it 

provides due recognition of the service and 

sacrifice made by the Officers and Men of this 

fine and distinguished Squadron.  I well recall 

meeting the initial few, who comprised the newly 

formed Squadron shortly after it stood up at RAF 

Leuchars back in 2010.   

 “It was therefore, a great privilege to meet 

with the fully formed Unit while they were 

deployed on operations in Afghanistan last 

summer; the transformation was quite remarkable.  

You have every right to parade this Standard with 

honour, knowing that you have taken forward the 

legacy set by your forbears in a manner that 

would make them justly proud.” 

 During his visit to RAF Leuchars, HRH 

also made individual presentations to Sergeant 

Alan Bailey, 32, and Corporal James Hudson, 25, 

both of whom served with 58 Squadron in 

Afghanistan and were Mentioned in Despatches 

for their service in responding to casualty 

extraction emergencies while providing Force 

Protection to Medical Emergency Response Team 

(MERT) personnel.  Each received an oak leaf for 

their Afghanistan campaign medal and a 

certificate in recognition of their conspicuous 

gallantry. 

 Officer Commanding 58 Squadron, 

Squadron Leader David Stellitano said: “It is not 

everyday that we celebrate the achievements of an 

operational Royal Air Force Regiment Squadron 

in such a way.  The presentation of the Squadron 

Standard marks our return to the Order of Battle, 

recognises our proud history and reminds us of 

the actions and deeds of those before us.  Our 

recent operational tour in Afghanistan was highly 

successful, the Squadron received commendations 

for its actions and I can only hope that the next 

chapter in our history is as glorious. 

 “I am immensely proud to have 

commanded the Squadron on operations, to have 

served alongside such outstanding Officers, 

Gunners and Airmen and to be here today in the 

presence of HRH the Duke of Kent to receive 

what is the most highly decorated Squadron 

Standard in the history of our Corps.   

 “All of this is down to the hard work and 

outstanding efforts of every man of the Squadron, 

they should all be very proud of what they have 

achieved.” 

RAF Regiment steps up training for 

close quarters combat 
 A newly built RAF Regiment training 

facility for recruits at RAF Halton has been 

officially opened, tried and tested by the Past 

Commandant General and now the RAF's 

Assistant Chief of Staff (ACOS) for Training, Air 

Commodore Russell La Forte MBE MA BA. 

 Air Commodore La Forte last month 

opened four new Close Quarters Battle (CQB) 

Lanes at the RAF's Recruit Training Squadron 

(RTS) at RAF Halton.  The lanes are specially 

designed for recruits during their Initial Force 

Protection Training (IFPT) phase and are an 

improvement from the previous facility, which 

could only train a limited number of recruits at 

any one time. 

 The recruits are put through their paces as 

they have to tactically manoeuvre around 

obstacles, blank firing their weapons at a target.  

The lanes also test the recruits physically as they 

fire their weapons from a variety of different 

positions such as standing, kneeling and prone 

(lying on one's front).  Aircraftman Smith, who is 

waiting to start his trade training course to be a 

logistician, said: "the lanes are really exciting.  It 

is great to get outside to practise our skills." 

 After a quick demonstration by recruits, 

Air Commodore La Forte, tested the new facility 

for himself. He said: "I am delighted to be able to 

open the new CQB lanes at RAF Halton.  

Proficiency in small arms is axiomatic to any 

military organisation as the most fundamental of 

skills.  As the nature of modern operations in Iraq 

and Afghanistan has shown, all members of the 

RAF have to be fully prepared as war-fighters 

first and foremost, irrespective of their specific 

branch or trade, and this new facility will play an 

important role in instilling this war-fighter spirit 

in our new recruits at the very outset of their 

career." 

 Halton's nine-week Basic Recruit Course 

provides RAF recruits with a solid foundation in 

the basic attitudes, knowledge and skills in order 

to meet the rigours and demands of the modern 

RAF.  IFPT, which is run by the RAF Regiment, 

runs for approximately four weeks and teaches the 

recruits basic soldiering skills such as weapon 

handling and first aid. 

 The following report was sent to me by the 

Birmingham Branch Researcher Hughie Cooper.  

Many thanks for your report Hughie. 
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Annual Commemoration of RAF 

Regiment Chapel 
May 12

th
 2012 

 Dear Malcolm.  My wife Eileen and I 

attended the above during our stay at Nidd Hall, at 

which two coaches were available to convey all 

attending with others going by cars etc.  This 

meant that there was a full church which was, as 

always, most encouraging to witness.   

 The Service was conducted by the 

Reverend Flight Lieutenant Melanie Reed BA 

(Hons) RAF.  Fourteen Association Standards 

including the National Standard were present and 

lined the path to the church.  The service was very 

well received and was followed by the dedication 

read by Mr. Jeff Stevenson, Association Deputy 

Chairman.   

 Finally the Standards were marched from 

the church and reviewed in the Churchyard by the 

of Air Commodore Nick Bray CBE.MA.RAF 

Commandant General Royal Air Force Regiment. 

 

A/C Bray talking to Birmingham Branch 

Standard Bearer Bob MacGowran (centre) 
 

 Then as there was to be no parade, which 

was a little disappointing, particularly as it stayed 

dry and those who had been polishing their 

brasses etc!!, we went to the Catterick Village 

Social Club where we were given the usual most 

friendly welcome, for which our most grateful 

thanks go to the club organizers for their 

hospitality.  This was followed by an address by 

the Commandant General. 

 As always on these occasions there has 

been much hard work in arranging them and we 

are very appreciative of these efforts and 

particularly Jim Scott to whom we send our 

thanks, who organized the weekend at Nidd where 

the food, service and amenities were excellent.  

 On Saturday evening there had been a 

slight problem which resulted in receiving a card 

of apology from the manager on each table which 

we thought was a rather nice gesture.  Personally 

we were able to meet up with our Branch 

Standard Bearer Bob McGowran and his brother 

Peter and wives Jane & Debbie who we shared a 

table with which was particularly nice.  All in all a 

very pleasant few days and the chance to meet up 

with old friends and make new ones and our own 

personal thanks go to everyone concerned.  

Kindest regards.  Hughie Cooper. 

To All Brummies 
 If I said to you was possible to drive all 

round Birmingham without using streets, would 

you believe me?  Well, the following poem that I 

received last month from Colin Clarke, Norfolk 

Branch Secretary and a Past Chairman of the 

Birmingham Branch, claims that it is possible. 

 However, I’ve tried to follow the route in a 

very old A to Z that I have kept for my family 

research and I couldn’t make all the links.  He 

seemed to cover larger areas than the road system 

would allow.  Perhaps the road layout was 

different in coaching days.  Many thanks though 

for the poem Colin, for it brought back many 

memories. 

A Ride Round City Roads 

The Lord Mayor and the coachman. 

The coachman’s name was John. 

Said his Lordship to the coachman, 

“take your wages and be gone.  
 

I want a better coachman, 

for I’m going to take a drive”. 

Said John; “I’m the finest coachman 

That you’ll ever find alive. 
 

And if I drive you all round Birmingham 

And don’t go through a street. 

I’ll show you if you let me drive, 

That I cannot be beat”. 
 

Said his Lordship; “John you must be mad 

But still I’ll humour you. 

But remember that you lose your place, 

The first street that you go through”. 
 

The Mayor jumped in his carriage,  

the coachman on hi seat, 

then they drove down Victoria Road 

which we know is not a street. 
 

Lozells Road then Villa road –  

Said his Lordship; “what’s the game?” 
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But John drove into Soho Road 

And turned down Queen’s Head Lane. 
 

Foundry Lane, Slough Lane  

And Foundry Road he drives. 

And thus by careful wanderings 

To keep off streets he contrives. 
 

Winson Green and Icknield Port,  

Said his Lordship; “this is good”. 

And John turns road the corner 

And into Ladywood. 
 

Islington Row he next drove through, 

His Lordship said “he’s beat,  

for if you travel all this way 

you must go through Sun Street”. 
 

But John said; “no that will not do –  

I have another mode”. 

He then turned round from Lee Bank 

and into Ryland Road. 
 

Charlotte road and Wellington road 

The coachman next drives through. 

Bristol road and Belgrave Road 

Away he quickly flew. 

“Now we’re into Moseley Road” 

Said his Lordship in a pet. 

“Dash my wig and monocle, 

I think he’ll do it yet”. 
 

Highgate Place and Kyrwicks Lane 

And Aukland road he drives. 

Stratford Road, Sandy Lane 

And Coventry Road the horses then did strive. 
 

Park Road and Mill Lane and through 

The yard where they make gas. 

By the recreation  

through Nechells Park they pass. 
 

Then Holborn Road and Lichfield Road 

Said his Lordship; “this is great”. 

Said John; “it’s now Victoria Road. 

I think his Lordship’s had a treat. 
 

For I’ve driven all round the city 

And I’ve not been through a street”. 
 

 Now as I said above, trying to follow the 

route of the poem brought back a lot of memories 

for of course, as a Brummie born and bred, I 

know all those roads and the areas they run 

through.  And trying to follow the route in my old 

A to Z that dates back to 1968, reminded me of a 

lot for, in that book years ago, I marked up with a 

red highlight, all the locations in my life.  I am 

also trying to write up my personal history and 

this brings me to something that I have been 

struggling with.  Like most of us, I have a great 

deal of old personal photographs but again, like 

most of us, I am missing a few that I would really 

like to have and if any you could help, I would be 

very grateful.   

 I have been searching the internet for the 

following photographs without success although it 

has been of great help in finding other relevant 

photographs.  The area that the two pubs next 

used to stand in has been totally redeveloped and 

they no longer exist.   

 So does anyone have a photograph of “The 

Eagle” public house that used to stand on the 

corner of Upper Sutton Street and Park Road, 

Aston, just up the road from Aston Cross?   This 

is the one that I would like most of all as it is 

where Valerie and I started our married life.  We 

lived there for four and a half years before we 

bought our house. 

 Similarly, does anyone have a photograph 

of “The Pump” public house that stood on the 

corner of Sutherland Street and Montague Street, 

just off the Lichfield Road by Aston Railway 

Station?  And the last one.  Does anyone have a 

photograph of “The Coach and Horses” public 

house that used to stand on the corner of 

Bordesley Green and Charles Road? 

 Before anyone thinks that I must have 

been a terrible boozer in my youth, I should 

explain that my parents kept pubs and these are 

some of the ones that I have lived at.  Strangely 

enough, in those days with booze readily on tap, I 

drank very little alcohol until I joined the 

Regiment. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 

ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

New tribute to bravery of UDR  
 A new memorial was unveiled on 

Saturday 28
th

 April in honour of those who gave 

their lives in the service of the Ulster Defence 

Regiment.  A poignant dedication service was 

held attended by former and serving members of 

the Armed Forces, relatives of the deceased and 

senior political representatives. 

 The six-foot Mourne granite monument 

recognises the bravery of the 260 personnel who 

paid the ultimate sacrifice throughout the 

Troubles.  The erection of a permanent tribute in 

England comes less than a year after an 
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impressive bronze memorial was dedicated in 

Lisburn to the 50,000 men and women who 

served in the UDR.  Both initiatives were 

facilitated by the Regimental Association of the 

Ulster Defence Regiment. 

 Association spokesman Charlie Bennett 

said the latest tribute was funded through public 

donations and support from various organisations 

across the UK.  He confirmed as well as the 

formal dedication service, individual trees were 

also planted at the arboretum in memory of the 67 

ex-soldiers murdered by terrorists after they had 

resigned from the regiment.  Already 197 have 

been planted in recognition of the soldiers who 

lost their lives while serving with the UDR. 

 The new memorial was unveiled by the 

patron of the regimental association, Sir Dennis 

Faulkner.  The event was attended by around 100 

UDR families, who were joined by the Northern 

Ireland Minister of State, Hugo Swire, DUP 

Junior Minister Jonathan Bell and UUP deputy 

leader John McCallister.  A parade to the 

monument was led by the band of the 1st 

Battalion of the Royal Irish Regiment. 

 Paying tribute to the legacy of the UDR, 

Mr Bell said: “The service and sacrifice of the 

Ulster Defence Regiment played a vital role in 

ensuring that terrorism could be defeated in 

Northern Ireland.  That service has ensured that 

people now can look forward to a more peaceful 

future.”  The regiment was formed in Lisburn in 

1970.  A sculpture of a UDR soldier and a 

Greenfinch was unveiled at the city’s Market 

Square last June. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

 The name Greenfinch applied to the 

women's UDR comes from the system of radio 

"appointment titles" used by the army to identify 

certain people or branches of the service.  For 

example; bomb disposal officers were referred to 

as "Felix", infantry as "Foxhound".  New titles 

were introduced when the UDR was established 

and soldiers in the Regiment were identified as 

"Greentop".  When women were introduced the 

appointment title "Greenfinch" was assigned to 

them and became their working nickname.  It is 

still applied today to women in the Royal Irish 

Regiment. 

90
th

 Anniversary RAF Apprentice 

Engineering Training 
 Ninety years after the start of Apprentice 

engineering training at RAF Halton in 

Buckinghamshire, The RAF Halton Apprentice 

Grove was re-opened at a special commemorative 

event at the National Memorial Arboretum in 

Staffordshire, on Saturday 12th May.   

 One of the first memorial gardens to be 

created at Arboretum, The Grove has recently 

undergone a major upgrade and enhancement 

thanks to the efforts of its members and support 

from the Lottery Heritage Fund and local 

company, LSC Ltd.  The official re-opening of 

The Grove was undertaken by Viscount 

Trenchard, an Air Commodore in the the Royal 

Auxiliary Air Force.  Viscount Trenchard is 

grandson of the ‘Father’ of the Royal Air Force, 

Lord Trenchard, who was also founder of the 

Apprentice scheme.  

 The Grove features a wheeled propeller, 

the emblem of the Apprentices, encircled by 

pavers commemorating Apprentice alumni.   

There is also a plaque to remind visitors of the 

significant sacrifices made by ex-apprentices 

during WWII.   The 2000 deaths represent around 

15% of Apprentices who graduated during the 

years leading up to the war and in the early war 

years.   

 A number of famous Apprentices are 

commemorated in The Grove, including Thomas 

Gray VC and inventor of the jet engine, Sir Frank 

Whittle.  In this Olympic year, ex Apprentices 

remember their own triple Olympian, Don Finlay, 

who has a special commemorative paver at the 

Grove.  He competed in the Olympics of 1932, 

1936 and 1948, winning medals while still 

serving.  He is also remembered as a brave Battle 

of Britain Pilot who won the Distinguished Flying 

Cross. 

  These and other highlights of the RAF 

Apprentice Story are now depicted on an 

Interactive Information Board that was unveiled 

by Viscount Trenchard.   It is the first of its type 

at the Arboretum and will allow the RAF 

Apprentice story to be more easily told to visitors, 

and particularly to younger people. 

 The event on 12th May commenced with a 

fly past by an aircraft from the famous Battle of 

Britain Flight and concluded with a March Past of 

over 400 Apprentices and guests behind their own 

Pipe Band.  The Queen’s Colour was paraded by 

engineering trainees from RAF Cosford and local 

Air Training Corps cadets were present to help 

complete the theme of the day – RAF Apprentices 

Past, Present and Future.  
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 Former RAF Halton Apprentice and event 

organiser, Duncan Grant, said: “This is a hugely 

significant anniversary for the Apprentices and 

there is much to commemorate.  We are also 

thrilled to announce that our Vice Patron, Air 

Marshal Sir Dusty Miller, will conclude the event 

with the reading of a special message from The 

Honorary Air Commodore of RAF Halton - Her 

Royal Highness the Duchess of Cornwall - in 

recognition of the Apprentices’ achievements”. 

Memorial at NMA to battle heroes 

thanks to war veteran 
 A Swansea war veteran's fundraising 

efforts have been pivotal in creating a lasting 

memorial to his fallen comrades.  Harry Launder, 

who fought in the bloodiest battle of the Second 

World War at Monte Casino, has helped to raise 

hundreds of pounds towards a permanent 

memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum, 

Staffordshire. 

 The symbolic mountain shape stone cairn 

was unveiled in a dedication ceremony at the site 

on Saturday, 26
th

 May, which was attended by 

more than 100 people, including veterans and 

their families.  The Allied soldiers, made up of 

Americans, Poles, Canadians, Indians, North 

African French, Kiwis and Ghurkhas, as well as 

Brits, were fighting their way north towards Rome 

- and the German mountaintop stronghold stood in 

their way.   

 The fighting lasted four months, with one 

estimate putting casualties as high as 250,000.  

Judith Coote, secretary of the Monte Cassino 

Society, said the memorial would go ahead even 

though the organisation was £4,000 short of the 

£17,000 needed for its development”.  She said:  

 "Harry has been amazing — he's done 

more than most.  We have raised £13,200 and 

Harry has collected between £800 and £900 of 

that total.  Harry has helped raise the money 

through talking to the Evening Post about the 

appeal.  A lady sent me a cheque for £500 after 

one article and his great granddaughter Emma 

Kavanagh took part in the Admiral 5K in Swansea 

raising £350." 

 She added: "There's a few sons and 

daughters who will underwrite the shortfall - as 

we need £17,000 for the memorial.  The reason 

why we are going ahead is because of the age of 

the veterans - what they did was incredible.  

Anyone who wants to donate towards the 

memorial can do so." 

 Mrs Coote said most of the cash towards 

the memorial had come from members of the 

organisation, which was dedicated to furthering an 

interest in the experiences of those from all 

nations who took part in the Italian campaign of 

the Second World War.  Veterans of the society 

were involved in desperate fighting to capture the 

Italian hilltop monastery in 1944.  The battle has 

been described by military historians as similar to 

the horrific scenes of trench warfare seen in the 

First World War. 

 Mrs Coote said she was hoping that the 

stone memorial would act as a tribute to the 

sacrifices made.  "Everybody knows about D-Day 

but not so much about these men fighting in Italy 

- it was horrendous," she said. "There were 

between 50 and 60 regiments involved — it was a 

massive campaign." 

 Mr Launder, from St Helen's in Swansea, 

paid tribute to all who had given to the appeal.  

He added: "A lot of people have done their bit to 

help in their own way. I will do my utmost to be 

at the ceremony."  Donations can be made through 

www.montecassinosociety.org or sent to Judith 

Coote, White Horses, Meadway, Looe, Cornwall, 

PL13 1JT. 

Unveiling of Falklands memorial at 

Arboretum 
 On Sunday 20

th
 June a Memorial 

honouring the lives of servicemen who died 

during the Falklands conflict was unveiled at the 

NMA.  A Vulcan bomber and three military 

helicopters marked with a fly past the end of an 

emotional service attended by more than 600 

veterans and family members at the National 

Memorial Arboretum.  

 

 The Vulcan, flown by Flight Lieutenant 

Martin Withers DFC RAF, was the pilot who led 

a strategically crucial raid codenamed Black Buck 

1 on the runway in the Falklands' capital, Port 

Stanley.  It was the first public flight of 2012 for 

the Vulcan, called “The Spirit of Great Britain” 

and it is the last airworthy Vulcan in Britain. 
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 The Vulcan, a giant bomber which played 

a key role in the war, twice passed over the 

memorial to commemorate those who fell during 

the South Atlantic campaign.  Until now, only a 

bench and a flag pole honoured the British service 

personnel and merchant seamen who died in the 

war.  The Memorial is a partial replica of one in 

San Carlos Bay in the Falklands, where British 

troops began their assault on May 21, 1982.  The 

Falklands War, which began with an invasion of 

the islands by Argentine forces, ended in their 

defeat and the deaths of 649 Argentine and 255 

British servicemen. 

 The event, held on Sunday 20
th

 June 

commemorated the 30th Anniversary of the Task 

Force Landings on the Falkland Islands.  The 

service included a pipe lament by former 

members of the Scots Guards and a solo from 

Kathyrn Nutbeem, the daughter of Major Roger 

Nutbeem, who was among the 48 members of the 

armed forces killed when troop ship the Sir 

Galahad was bombed at Fitzroy cove by 

Argentine jets.   

 Sara Jones, widow of Colonel H Jones, 

commanding officer of 2 Para, who died during 

the Battle of Goose Green and was later awarded 

the Victoria Cross, read the lesson.  The band of 

Her Majesty’s Royal Marines also took part. 

 The Memorial, commissioned by the 

South Atlantic Medal Association (SAMA 82), 

which raised more than £60,000 to fund it, will be 

a permanent reminder of the 255 UK servicemen 

and merchant seamen who gave their lives in the 

Falklands Conflict. 

 

 It has also been built to help educate and 

inform visitors about the events surrounding the 

conflict.  The distinctive Memorial, located on the 

corner of Millennium and Yeomanry Avenues, 

reflects the Falklands’ landscape and echoes a 

commemorative wall at the islands’ San Carlos 

Cemetery.  The idea behind the memorial was to 

create a ‘restful space for contemplation’ for 

visitors and features a 7ft high curved wall of 

rugged Cotswold stone facing a rock from the 

Falklands.  It also includes two granite benches 

and a number of granite plaques, one of which 

contains the names of three Falkland Islanders 

who lost their lives.  and the names of the three 

British civilians who died in the war, Doreen 

Bonner, Mary Goodwin and Susan Whitley. 

   Speaking after the ceremony, Lieutenant-

Colonel Jones' widow, Sara, described the 

memorial as a fitting tribute to the members of the 

Task Force who gave their lives.  Mrs Jones, 

chairman of the Falkland Families Association, 

said:  

 "I think it's just very important for our 

families to have somewhere that they can go 

which is special for them.  Obviously there are 

other places but this has been dedicated not only 

for all of the task force, but for our families.  I just 

think for them it's special to come to this 

wonderful place - it is a beautiful setting and they 

can be quiet and contemplate and remember.   

 I know it's 30 years on but it's been worth 

waiting for. It was a lovely short service and that 

Vulcan coming over was a wonderful ending."  

Ms Nutbeem, who sang a solo during the service, 

was aged five when her father, Major Roger 

Nutbeem, was killed while serving with the Royal 

Army Medical Corps on board the RFA Sir 

Galahad.   

 Now aged 35, Ms Nutbeem, from 

Clapham, London, sang “Somewhere Along the 

Road” in memory of her father.  Prior to the 

dedication, she said: "I just think so many people 

lost their sons and their husbands and they don't 

have a grave to go to.  The surroundings here are 

beautiful and you can come here and get a real 

sense of peace.  My father sang and I sing and 

that's very important to me." 

 The area for the Memorial was gifted to 

SAMA in 2006 by the NMA.  The names of those 

who gave their lives are recorded on the nearby 

Armed Forces Memorial.  Funds to build the 

memorial have been raised by several charities, 

SAMA members, their families, and the general 

public. 

 The 30th anniversary of the war has 

coincided with a rise in diplomatic tensions 

between Britain and Argentina, which continues 

to maintain that the islands are Argentinean 

territory.  The Memorial is the latest of many 

memorials and monuments to those who died in 

the conflict, including a plaque in St Paul’s 

Cathedral, London, and a memorial chapel in the 
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grounds of Pangbourne College in Southern 

England, which has naval links.  There are several 

memorials in the Falkland Islands, the main one in 

Stanley, and others marking specific battles, 

including Goose Green and Mount Longdon, and 

sunken ships.  There is a cemetery and memorial 

at San Carlos where the Task Force landed.  

 And a forest of remembrance in Stanley is 

looked after by the children of the Falklands.  A 

unique example of Islanders’ gratitude is a small 

uninhabited island donated by a farmer to the 

family of the last British soldier killed in the 

conflict.  It contains a memorial stone and plaque 

in memory of all the British dead. 

 Many of the memorials, carved in stone or 

featuring crosses, are traditional.  But SAMA has 

employed modern technology to create a “Garden 

of Remembrance” on the World Wide Web, 

inspired by the surgeon whose teams saved so 

many wounded, Rick Jolly, founder and custodian 

of the website.  On images of gravestones, the roll 

of honour lists the names, backgrounds and 

individual experiences.  The main Argentine 

monuments to their dead are in Buenos Aires in 

the Plaza San Martin and in the Argentine 

Military Cemetery at Darwin near Goose Green 

where many of the graves contain an unidentified 

“soldier known only to God”.  

Memorial for Resistance heroes who 

helped escaping troops 
 On Saturday 26

th
 May a monument to 

civilians who ran escape networks for Allied 

service personnel during World War II was 

unveiled at the NMA.  The memorial is to the 

military personnel and other agents who escaped 

from occupied Europe in WW2 and the civilian 

and partisan helpers who made it all possible. 

 

The WW2 Escape Lines Memorial 
 

 The wording on the plaque mounted on the 

front of the Memorial includes the words “Home 

Run” this term was used to indicate a successful 

escape from enemy held Europe back to Blighty 

(the UK).  The whole wording reads as follows: 

HOME RUN 
THIS MEMORIAL IS DEDICATED TO THE ALLIED 

ESCAPERS AND EVADERS OF WW2 AND TO 

THEIR HELPERS OF ALL NATIONALITIES AND 

FAITHS WHO ASSISTED THEM IN RETURNING 

TO GREAT BRITAIN TO CONTINUE THE 

COMMON FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 
 

 The Memorial has been set up by ELMS 

the Escape Lines Memorial Society whose motto 

is “We remember”.  The memorial remembers the 

“helpers” whilst some were SOE and other 

professionals working behind the lines most were 

civilian with no training or help.  Some estimates 

say for every Home Run where one person 

escaped ten helpers perished directly at the time or 

indirectly later in a camp. 

 Often it was not just the helper who risked 

everything but his or her family.  Unlike the 

escapers whose families were in another country.  

If a helper was discovered by the enemy they 

could expect their whole family to be shot, which 

was possibly a better option than being tortured 

for information or being sent to a concentration 

camp.  The granite for the memorial comes from 

the Pyrenees, which escapees had to cross to get 

to neutral Spain.  Money for the Memorial has 

been raised by the Escape Lines Memorial 

Society.  The society, which has members in 26 

countries, offers financial help to the surviving 

members of the Resistance movement who ran 

escape networks across Europe.  The granite was 

donated by a French quarry owner who acted as a 

guide to escaping soldiers and airmen. 

 Saturday's event was attended by Andree 

Dumon, who was part of a network in Belgium 

until she was caught.   As a teenager Ms Dumon, 

who used the codename Nadine, was a courier 

who took escapees from Belgium to Paris.  She 

was caught in 1942 and spent three years in a 

concentration camp.   Another member of the 

Belgian resistance, who married a British solider 

after the war, has lived in Nuneaton in 

Warwickshire for the past 60 years, has also 

spoken about her experiences.   

 Lucie Wilkinson was 15 when she joined 

the resistance in Brussels, and had to smuggle 

both secret papers and airmen.  Ms Wilkinson 

said: "If there's a war on, you would do the same 

in a bid to save your country.   I had one [a person 

she was helping to escape] one day and he 
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couldn't stop shaking all the while I had him - I 

thought he was going to give me away." 

Future Events at the NMA 
Saturday 16

th
 June 2012 

 On Saturday 16
th

 June at 11.30 a. m. in the 

Millennium Chapel and onsite at RMP memorial, 

the Royal Military Police (RMP) will hold their 

annual service of remembrance, followed by the 

laying of wreaths.  For further information 

contact:  Colonel J H Baber on 02392.  

Saturday 23
rd

 June 2012 

 On Saturday 23
rd

 June, the RAF Police 

Association will hold their annual parade and 

service.  Time:  Programme to be confirmed.  

Venue:  Millennium Avenue and onsite.  For 

further information contact Ted Hellewell 

(National Chairman) on 01323 449833.   

Wednesday 27
th

 June 2012 

 On Wednesday 27
th

 June at 11. A. m. 

onsite at the AJEX Memorial, the Association of 

Jewish Ex-Servicemen and Women (AJEX) will 

hold their annual service of remembrance.  For 

further information contact:  Jacques Weisser, 

Executive Director, on 020 8202 2323 or 

<headoffice@ajex.org.uk> or the website:  

<www.ajex.org.uk>. 

Thursday 28
th

 June 2012 

 On Thursday 28
th

 June at 2.00 p. m. onsite 

The Queen's Royal Hussars will hold a regimental 

drumhead service as their memorial is dedicated, 

followed by a private reception.  For further 

information contact:  Major David Innes-

Lumsden, Regimental Secretary, on 0207 756 

2273 or regsec@qrhussars.co.uk   

Saturday 30
th

 June 2012 

 On Saturday 30
th

 June, the Arboretum will 

run a full programme of events to commemorate 

and celebrate Armed Forces Day, including the 

arrival of the Olympic Torch Relay.  Time and 

programme to be confirmed.  Admission is free 

but donations will be appreciated.  Please note 

that special parking arrangements will apply. 

Saturday 30
th

 June 2011 

            On Saturday 30
th

 June 2011 the RAF 

Regiment Annual Memorial Commemoration 

Service will be held.  For further information 

contact the RAF Regiment Secretary Wg Cdr 

Martin Hooker RAF (Rtd) on 01359 23 7824 or at 

<rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk>. 

Wednesday 4
th

 July 2012 

 On Wednesday 4
th

 July at 11.30 a.m. in the 

Millennium Chapel and at the AGC Memorial, the 

Adjutant General's Corps will be holding a 

commemoration service.  For further information 

contact the Assistant Regimental Secretary at 

<rhqagc@btconnect.com> or the website 

<www.rhqagc.com>. 

Saturday 7
th

 July 2012 

 On Saturday 7
th

 July at 12.00 noon in the 

Pavilion Marquee and at the Royal Artillery 

Garden, the Royal Artillery Association (RAA) 

will hold its annual Service of Remembrance and 

wreath laying.  For further information contact: 

Allan Solly (RAA Membership Secretary) on 

01980 845 362 or by email to <ArtyCen-RHQRA-

RAA-MemSec@mod.uk>.   

Friday 27
th

 July 2012 

 On Friday 27 July at 11.30 a.m. in the 

Pavilion Marquee (admission to ticket holders 

only) and BKVA Garden, for a concert by the 

King's Division Band, and 12.00 p.m. for the 

drumhead service of thanksgiving, 

commemoration and Remembrance, the British 

Korean Veterans Association (BKVA) will hold a 

Commemoration Day for the 59th anniversary of 

the Armistice at the conclusion of hostilities in 

Korea.  For further information contact Frank 

Down (Trustee and Event Organiser) on 0116 233 

2136 or at <frank.down@orange.net.>. 

Sunday 19
th

 August 2012 

 On Sunday 19
th

 August at 12.00 noon at 

the Allied Special Forces Grove, two trees will be 

dedicated to commemorate the 70th anniversary 

of the Dieppe Raid of 18/19 August 1942.  For 

further information contact Mike Colton, ASF 

Secretary, on 07929 118598 or 

<mikecolton@hotmail.com> or the website:  

<www.memorialgrove.org.uk>. 

Saturday 8
th

 September 2012 

 On Saturday 8
th

 September at 11.30 a. m. 

at the Greek Grove, the Brotherhood of Veterans 

of the Greek Campaign 1941 will hold their 

annual service, this year being the 71st 

anniversary.  For further information contact:  

Mrs Janet Buttery (Secretary) on 01279 657 166 

or graham.buttery@btinternet.com    

Sunday 9
th

 September 2012 

 On Sunday 9
th

 September at 11.a.m. onsite 

at the Army Apprentice National Memorial, there 

will be a short blessing and interment of the Army 

Apprentice rolls of honour.  For further 

information contact:   John McGahan (Liaison 

Officer) on 01283 703182.  

 

 

mailto:rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk
mailto:mikecolton@hotmail.com
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Saturday 15
th

 September 2012 

 On Saturday 15
th

 September at 11.00 a.m. 

onsite at the South Atlantic Medal Association 

(SAMA) Memorial, the HMS Invincible WO's 

and CPO's 82 Association will hold a service of 

remembrance.  For further information contact 

Peter Westbrook on 02392 580158.  

Saturday 22
nd

 September 2012 

 On Saturday 22
nd

 September at 11.30 a. m. 

in the  Millennium Chapel and at the Ulster Ash 

Grove, the Northern Ireland Veterans Association 

(NIVA) will hold their annual service of 

remembrance in honour and to commemorate all 

who died on active service during the troubles.   

 For further information contact: Dave 

Parkinson, NIVA Administrator, on 07773 

515709 or <tootles.thetaxi@yahoo.co.uk> or at 

the website:  <www.nivets.org.uk>. 

Monday 1
st
 October 2012 

 On Monday 1
st
 October at 12.00 noon 

onsite at the REME Memorial, REME will hold 

their annual Founders Day service.  For further 

information contact:  Capt C Brinkman, Corps 

Adjutant, on 01189 763 480 or DEME-Plans-

SO3@mod.uk   

Wednesday 3
rd

 October 2012 

 On Wednesday 3
rd

 October on site at 

11.oo a. m. the British Nuclear Test Veterans 

Association (BNTVA) will hold a service of 

dedication for their new memorial.  For further 

information contact: Jeff Liddiatt (Vice-

Chairman) on 01275 848965 or <vice-

chairman@BNTVA.com>  

Sunday 7
th

 October 2012  

On Sunday 7 October at 12.00 noon onsite at 

RASC/RCT memorial the Tyneside Branch of the 

Royal Army Service Corps & Royal Corps of 

Transport Association will hold an informal 

service followed by wreath laying ceremony.  For 

further information contact:  Phil Thompson, 

Chairman, on 07974 153547 or 

<philip.h.thompson@btinternet.com>. 

Friday 12
th

 October 2012 

`On Friday 12
th

 October at 2.00 p. m. in the 

Millennium Chapel and onsite, the RAF Air 

Loadmaster Association will hold a service of 

remembrance, followed by a tribute to the fallen 

at their memorial.  For further information 

contact:  Derek Smith on 01538 306243.  

Sunday 11 November 2012 

 On Sunday 11
th

 November at 12.00 noon 

onsite at the Allied Special Forces Grove, 

members of the Allied Special Forces will hold a 

short service of remembrance.  For further 

information contact:  Mike Colton, ASF 

Secretary, on 07929 118598 or 

<mikecolton@hotmail.com>.  

An Abandoned War Grave 
Sergeant Arthur Henry Radbourne RAFVR 

1385949 Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

 This is the story of how a brave young 

man came to be buried in Moëlan-sur Mer 

Cemetery in Brittany, France.  Birmingham 

Branch Member Trevor Round and his wife Joan 

have a holiday home in Moëlan-sur Mer, and 

some time ago, when they were wandering round 

the local cemetery, they came across a neglected 

World War Two grave of a member of the Royal 

Air Force, Sergeant Arthur Henry Radbourne 

RAFVR. 

  

Sergeant Arthur Henry Radbourne RAFVR  
 

 Shocked by the neglect, Trevor and Joan 

began trying to see what they could find out about 

him and enlisted the help of two friends of theirs 

who permanently live in France as neighbours of 

Trevor and Joan in Moëlan-sur Mer, David and 

Maureen Bowen. 

 On Remembrance Day 2011, David and 

Maureen met a Frenchwoman in the cemetery and 

showed her the neglected grave, she was 

Dominique Juray.  David said that he would see 
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what he could do to renovate the grave.  

Dominique then decided to see what she could do 

to help in the search for Sergeant Radboune’s 

details and has had quite remarkable success as 

this story reveals. 

 Dominique, who has retired from her job 

as Air France Cabin Crew, is an Associated 

Member of a local Military Medals Association 

and as such is familiar with research work of this 

nature.  She notified the President of this 

Association who was appalled by the state of the 

grave and said that he would take action to see 

that the grave was rehabilitated.  At this stage, 

Dominique had to trace David and Maureen 

Bowen through a local estate agent, as in the 

meantime they had left France.   

 She obtained their e-mail address so that 

she could tell them all about her research and 

what she told them is as follows.  After five 

months of research on the internet, Dominique 

finally had a breakthrough and managed to 

contact a member of Sergeant Radbourne’s family 

– a great-nephew of his, Christopher Jones, who 

lives in Australia as the family had emigrated to 

Australia many years ago.  Christopher himself 

served for twenty-one years in the Royal 

Australian Air Force and Dominique has regular 

e-mail exchanges with him.    

 Christopher’s uncle and aunt Trevor and 

Patricia Jones who are in their sixties, will be 

visiting England and France early next September 

and will visit Moëlan-sur Mer especially to see 

Sergeant Radbourne’s grave for the first time in 

their lives.   

 Dominique says that she dare not imagine 

what they would have felt if they saw the grave in 

its original condition.  She has mentioned the 

grave to several of her friends and without 

prompting, they set about restoring it.  One of her 

friends a retired civil servant named Christine 

Madic, changed the old grayish looking gravel for 

expensive white Carrera Marble gravel. 

 There is a small mystery association with 

the grave for on it was a brown pot containing a 

box-tree.  Unfortunately the pot was broken 

during a storm.  There were also two small 

wooden crosses left on the grave and Dominique 

would like to know who left these items.  

Apparently the grave has only once been visited 

by a family member and that was one of Sergeant 

Radbourne’s sisters who visited it in 1976.  

 Arthur Radbourne was born in 

Paddington, London in 1922 (the exact date is 

unknown).  He was a member of 166 Squadron 

based at RAF Kirmington a Bomber Command 

station in north Lincolnshire.  It took its name 

from the nearby village of Kirmington and in the 

parish church of St Helen’s, there is a stained 

glass war memorial window and a memorial 

plaque in memory of 166 Squadron.  RAF 

Kirmington is now Humberside Airport, a small 

international airport. 

 On the night of 3
rd 

- 4
th

 April 1943 when 

his aircraft was shot down, Sergeant Radbourne 

was the pilot of a Wellington bomber X HE631 

Code ASV on a night mine-laying flight over the 

Bay of Biscay.  There were five crew members 

including Sergeant Radbourne.   

 He survived the crash but his body was 

recovered by local fishermen as he had died of 

hypothermia.  The other four members of the crew 

did not survive the crash and their bodies were 

never found.  They were; Sergeant Eric William 

Aldridge; Sergeant Thomas Luscombe; Sergeant 

Wallace Carter and Sergeant Jack Stock. 
 

******************** 

 There is more to come as Dominique has 

traced eye-witnesses to the events and also a book 

with further details regarding Sergeant 

Radbourne.  I will publish another episode in next 

month’s newsletter. 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT SECRETARY 

DEATHS: 

 DAVIES GWILYM.  Former RAF Regt 

member Gwilym (Bill) DAVIES died on 20 Apr 

12.  He was a member of the Sussex Branch of the 

RAF Regt Assoc but no other Service or personal 

details are known.  The funeral has taken place.  

He is survived by his wife, Mrs K Davies, of 17 

The Vineries, Nizells Hill, Hove, East Sussex 

BN3 1PY, to whom the Corps extends its sincere 

condolences. 

 OWEN WARREN.  Serving Gunner.  

Serving SAC Warren OWEN, born 1 Aug 93, 

died in a tragic road traffic on 26 Mar 12, aged 18.  

He was a member of 27 Sqn RAF Regt, based at 

RAF Honington.  The full Military Funeral will be 

held, provisionally, in St Nicholas’s Church, 

Dereham, Norfolk, on Thu 14 Jun at 1100.   

Family flowers only but donations may be made 
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in his name to Help for Heroes.  Confirmation of 

the funeral and further details will be issued 

shortly. 

NEW NOTICES: 

DIAMOND JUBILEE ARMED FORCES’ 

MUSTER PARADE  

 The Queen’s Colour Sqn (63 Sqn RAF 

Regt) provided the Royal Guard of Honour for the 

Diamond Jubilee Armed Forces’ Muster at 

Windsor on Sat 19 May 12.  The event was 

televised on BBC and is available to view on 

iPlayer.  In a message to the Chief of the Defence 

Staff following the Parade, HM The Queen said: 

“I send my thanks, admiration and pleasure 

for the parade and Muster for my Diamond 

Jubilee and my congratulations to all who 

took part including the bands for their 

music, and those in the very impressive fly 

past. It was a very moving tribute from all 

three Services and the large watching 

crowds from far and wide reflect the interest 

and importance attached to the Armed 

Services of today.”  

ELIZABETH R 22
nd

 May, 2012 

HOMECOMING PARADE FOR 3 SQN RAF 

REGT – 3 JUL 12 

 3 Sqn RAF Regt returned recently from a 

highly successful deployment to Afghanistan. In 

recognition of their achievements, the Sqn will 

hold a Homecoming Parade and Sqn 25
th

 

Anniversary Families’ Day at RAF Wittering on 

Tue 3 Jul 12.  

 During the Homecoming Parade members 

of the Sqn will be presented with their OP 

HERRICK campaign medals.  As a part of this 

auspicious occasion, the Sqn would like to 

cordially invite 3 Sqn RAF Regt family members 

and RAF Regt Assoc members to attend the 

Parade and celebrate the official return of 3 Sqn 

RAF Regt to the UK.  The Parade will commence 

at 11.00; guests should to be seated by no later 

than 10.45. Following the parade, attendees will 

be invited to join the Sqn for refreshments on the 

RAF Wittering Officers’ Mess lawn from 12.30-

13.30. 

 Those RAF Regt Assoc members wishing 

to attend are asked to apply in writing to the Dep 

Sqn Cdr, 3 Sqn RAF Regt, RAF Wittering, 

Peterborough, Cambs, PE8 6HB (or by Email to: 

<3FPSQN-DSC@mod.uk> no later than 15 Jun 

12.  Information should include the names of all 

those seeking to attend, together with appropriate 

vehicle details (Make, Model, Colour and Vehicle 

Registration Number).  Travel and 

accommodation arrangements remain the 

responsibility of those travelling.  

COMMANDANT GENERAL’S 

COMMENDATIONS 2012 

 The need was identified in 2007 for the 

CG RAF Regt to be able to recognize the efforts 

of Corps individuals or teams within the RAF 

Regt family, for example those of the RAF Regt 

Assoc, who may fall outside of the conventional 

Service Comdrs’ Commendations associated with 

the New Year’s and The Queen’s Birthday 

Honours Lists; as such, serving personnel are not 

eligible for consideration.  The CG will, therefore, 

consider the award of his personal commendation 

to suitable Corps nominees on an annual basis.  

The period covered by the Awards will be from 1 

Aug to 31 Jul annually and the completed 

nomination must be received by no later than the 

1 Sep 12 for this Award Year.  All nominations 

must be initiated by a suitable Sponsor and 

supported by one other individual.  Sponsors or 

supporting signatories may not be related to the 

nominated individual.  In the case of a RAF Regt 

Assoc nomination, one of the signatories must be 

a National or Branch executive.  Further details 

and nomination forms may be obtained from the 

Regtl Sec after 10 Jun 12.  

ROCK HARD TRAITHLON 

 Personnel from RAF Honington will take 

part in Exercise ROCK HARD TRIATHLON, a 

unique, challenging and physically demanding 

exercise devised to test and develop leadership, 

team-working skills and enhance Service ethos 

and unit identity.  The event is scheduled to take 

place over the period 15 Jun – 02 Jul 12 and 

consists of 15 exercise members and 6 support 

personnel, including military and MOD civilians. 

 During the exercise the team will 

endeavour to cycle the length of Great Britain 

from Land’s End in Cornwall to John O’Groats in 

Scotland.  In addition to the cycling discipline the 

team will, swim the width of the three largest 

lakes in the home nations including Lake Bala, 

Lake Windermere and Loch Ness and, climb to 

the summit of the three highest peaks including 

Mount Snowden, Scafell Pike and Ben Nevis.  

 Further details and sponsorship (in aid of 

the RAF benevolent Fund) will be issued shortly.  

RAFR REGT FORCES’ MARCH FOR 

CHARITY TEAM CREATES NEW RECORD 

 The RAF Regt’s Forces’ March for 

Charity team completed the 132-mile Forces 

mailto:3FPSQN-DSC@mod.uk
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March route over the period 23 – 27 May 12, the 

equivalent of carrying out 5 marathons in 5 days, 

wearing Personal Combat System clothing (PCS) 

and carrying 20kg patrol packs in a peak 

temperature of some of 29 deg C.  

 The record distance for carrying weight on 

the Forces’ March was set by a team from 7 Rifles 

Regt in 2011 at 2 days (52 miles). The RAF Regt 

now holds the record by some distance.  The 

Team comprised: Ft Lt Matt Bowerman, FS 

‘Cashy’ Cashmore, Cpl Alex Bush, Cpl Kyle 

Roachford and Cpl Adam Sutton.  The Team 

managed to raise nearly £1,000 for the Veterans’ 

Charity and are now planning further fundraising 

events using their experience and photos from the 

March in order to reach their goal of £3,000.  

Further information and the means to donate to 

the fundraising effort may be found at: 

www.justgiving.com/marchingrocks // 

www.forcesmarch.org.uk // 

www.veteranscharity.org.uk .  Please support the 

Team in its fund-raising efforts.  

HOUSE OF LORDS RECEPTION 

 The Baroness Harris of Richmond, 

Companion of the RAF Regt, entertained the 

Corps officers, past and present, and their guests 

to a Reception in the House of Lords yesterday to 

celebrate the 70
th

 Anniversary of the RAF Regt’s 

formation.  Principal guests included: Lord 

Beaverbrook, Lord Robertson of Port Ellen, Air 

Chf Mshl Sir Richard Johns - HAC RAF 

Regiment, Gen Sir David Richards – CDS, and 

Air Mshl Sir David Walker - Master of the 

Queen’s Household.  Other guests included Air 

Mshls Stephen Hillier, Dick Garwood and Andy 

Pulford, AVMs Baz North, Phil Osborn and Matt 

Wiles, Mr Harry Collins – The Queen’s Jeweller, 

and Mr Leo Quinn - CEO QinetiQ.  Air Cdre Nick 

Bray, CG RAF Regt and Gp Capt Andy Hall, Stn 

Cdr RAF Honington, addressed the Reception. 

 To commemorate the 70
th

 Anniversary of 

the Corps and in memory of a generous Corps 

Benefactor, Flt Lt Al Hart (who died in 2010), a 

new piece of Regtl silver was unveiled, a 1944-45 

vintage Humber MkIIIA Light Reconnaissance 

Car.  

STRACHAN MEMORIAL DEDICATION 
 A Memorial Stone to remember the life of 

Squadron Leader Mike Strachan, late RAF Regt, 

will be dedicated in the RAF Regt Memorial 

Garden at the National Memorial Arboretum 

(NMA), Alrewas, at 13.45 on Fri 10 Aug 12.  

 Sqn Ldr Strachan was serving with the 

United Nations in Cambodia in 1992 when he 

contracted cerebral malaria and died in Theatre.  

His name is listed on the National Armed Forces’ 

Memorial wall.   

 All who would wish to remember him are 

invited to gather at the NMA Visitors’ Centre 

Reception, from which there will be a short walk 

to the RAF Regt Memorial Garden where a short 

selection of anecdotes and an appropriate toast 

will be enacted.  

 For more information and to register an 

interest in attending, please contact Carl Harding 

on carl@hardings.uk.net or Peter Strachan on 

Peter.strachan7@ntlworld.com.  

CORPS DIARY DATES:  

* Provisional Dates 

15 Jun - 63 Sqn RAF Regt Assoc Reunion (Union 

Jack Club, London). 

30 Jun - UK Veterans’ Day + RAF Regt Annual 

Memorial Commemoration (NMA Alrewas) 

30 Jun - II Sqn RAF Regt Homecoming Parade 

(Bury St Edmunds). 

3 Jul - 3 Sqn RAF Regt Homecoming Parade and 

25
th

 Anniversary Families Day (RAF Wittering) 

8 Jul - Annual RAF Regt Service of 

Commemoration (HM Tower of London). 

19 Jul - II Sqn RAF Regt 90
th

 Anniversary 

Families’ Day (RAF Honington). 

21 Jul - RAF Regt Assoc NEC Mtg 2-11 

Tamworth, Staffordshire 

1 Sep - Centurion Journal 2012 - Article Deadline. 

1 Sep** - Naming Ceremony (for those killed in 

2011) at the National Armed Forces' Memorial 

(NMA Alrewas). 

28 Sep – 1 Oct - RAF Regt Assoc AGM and 

Reunion (Wyboston Lakes) 

30 Sep - Dedication of Corps Commemorative 

Stone in St Edmundsbury Cathedral (Bury St 

Edmunds) 

18-19 Oct - RAF AC Assoc Autumn Reunion – 

Morley Hayes (Dinner on 19 Apr)  

26 Oct - RAF Regt Offrs’ Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner 2012 (RAF Club, London). 

1-2 Nov - RAF AC Assoc Autumn Reunion – 

Morley Hayes (Dinner on 2 Nov).  

11 Nov - Remembrance Day (Nationwide). 

 

Well that’s all for now, keep smiling if you can 

and stay happy. 

   Malcolm   

http://www.justgiving.com/marchingrocks
http://www.forcesmarch.org.uk/
http://www.veteranscharity.org.uk/
mailto:carl@hardings.uk.net
mailto:Peter.strachan7@ntlworld.com
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Saturday 16
th

 June     2012 24
th

 Ann Branch 

Sunday 17
th

 June     2012 Cosford Air Show 

Sunday 24
th

 June     2012 National Service Day 

Sunday 24
th

 June     2012 Mem Service Plymouth 

Ho Sunday 24
th

 June     2012 Allied Air Forces Mem 

Saturday 30
th

 June    2012 Regt Ann Comm NMA 

Saturday 30
th

 June    2012 Armed Forces Day 

Saturday 21
st
 July     2012 Assoc NEC Meeting 

Saturday 15
th

 Sept    2012 Battle of Britain Day 

 

 

Sunday 6
th

 October     2012 Merchant Navy Day 

Sunday 21
st
 October     2012 Battle of Trafalgar 

Sunday 4
th

 November     2012 Midlands Fest of Rem 

Saturday 10
th

 Nov     2012 B’ham Poppy Ball 

Sunday 11
th

 Nov     2012 Remembrance Sunday 

Sat 24
th

-Sun 25
th

 Nov     2012 B’ham Int Tattoo 

Friday 30
th

 November    2012 St Andrew’s Day 

Friday 1
st
 February    2013 71

st
 Ann RAF Regt 

Friday 1
st
 February     2013 Branch Subs Due 

Thursday 14
th

 February  2013 Branch AGM 

Friday 1
st
 March      2013 St David’s Day  

Sunday 17
th

 March      2013 St Patrick’s Day  

Fri 15
th

-Sat 30
th

 March   2013 Battle for Meiktila 

Friday 5
th

 April      2013 Ded RAF Regt Mem 

Tuesday 23
rd

 April `       2013 St George’s Day 

Thursday 25
th

 April      2013 ANZAC Day 

Sunday 28
th

 April      2013 ANZAC Day Parade 
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MAKE

A

DATE
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