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Dear Readers. 
 You will recall that in last month�s 

newsletter I reported that we have agreed as a 
Branch that as the Military Ward Fund has plenty 
of money, we should now support the Royal 
British Legion appeal for funds to enable them to 
continue looking after our injured personnel for as 
long as they need it.  If the Military Ward Patient 
Welfare Fund begins to run out of money, we will 
go back to supporting that fund instead.  So we 
still need money for the injured lads and lassies so 
see what you can do.   
 With that in mind, the following article 
about our new Lord Mayor is of interest and 
maybe we should now direct our energies to 
supporting the new Mayor�s �Home for the Brave 

Appeal� part of the military provision at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham.  What do 
you all think? 

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
 Regarding the above, it is most important 
that we remember the dangers that our young men 
and women serving on operations are all facing, 
so please remember the appeal your Branch 
Committee have set up.  Please send any 
donations you may wish to make, to the Branch 
Treasurer Tom Magee and he will pass them on to 
the right place.  We still need money for the 
injured lads and lassies so see what you can do.  
NEW LORD MAYOR'S FOCUS ON THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 On a sunny day in May, Councillor Anita 
Ward was installed as the new Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham.  In the Mayor making ceremony at 
the Annual General Meeting of the Council, 
Councillor Ward named three military charities 
she has chosen to publicly support during her year 
of office. 
 The Royal British Legion, Irish Guards 
Appeal and the Home for the Brave, part of the 
military provision at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, Birmingham, will all be the focus 
for Lord Mayor's fundraising initiatives.   Not 
only will the three charities benefit financially but 
there will be an increased awareness of the work 
and purpose of the charities in question through 
the engagements and campaigns supported by 
Councillor Anita during her year in office. 

 

 Military charities were a very personal 
choice made by the Lord Mayor as her son 
Vincent, an Irish Guardsman, is currently 
recovering after being shot in the hip while on 
patrol in Afghanistan last November.  Vincent, 
also holding the title of Lord Mayor's Consort, is 
hoping to return to active duty later this year.   
 Councillor Anita Ward said, �I have been 

to the Queen Elizabeth on a number 
of occasions while my son, Vincent, was being 
treated for his injuries.  I was privileged to meet 
some of the other lads who were also on the road 
to recovery and was so impressed by their good 
humour and positive attitudes.  The rest of us 
could learn a lot from these young men who seem 
to remain so determined, despite what they've 
been through." 
 The Royal British Legion will be 
represented on the Lord Mayor's charity 
committee by Tracey Lester Community 
Fundraiser for Birmingham County who will 
ensure The Legion's presence on fundraising 
events in the City throughout the year. 
 

******************** 
 In last April�s newsletter on page 3 I 

published an article called �Party in the Garden 
Monday 20th June� to celebrate Birmingham 
County RBL 90th Anniversary event.  This was a 
great free day out at the Botanical Gardens, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham for veterans and families 
with military bands and all the fun of an ex-
service event. 
 The following photographs were taken o 
that day and I�ve inserted these photographs here 

as Irish Guardsman Vincent referred to above, is 
featured in the photographs.   
 The first picture shows in front of the 
Birmingham Branch display organised by Tom 
Magee the Branch Treasurer, L to R Tom; centre 
Vincent (Irish Guardsman); Dave Gooding the 
Branch President and Chairman Birmingham 
County RBL.   
 The second photograph shows L to R the 
Birmingham Lord Mayor Councillor Anita Ward; 
the Branch President Dave Gooding in his regalia 
as County chairman RBL Birmingham County 
and his wife Debbie Gooding in her uniform as 
the Birmingham County RBL Standard Bearer. 
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BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more.
 

1st July Terry Moyle Tredegar Gwent
5th July Peter Collier Burton on Trent Staffs

5th July John Goodwin Nuneaton Warwickshire
10th July Trevor Gardiner Hinckley 

16th July Gordon Melville Coleshill Warwicks
16th July Jack Stapleton Cardiff South Wales

19th July Harold Whitehouse Tamworth Staffs
26th July Ken Wadey Dersingham Norfolk

27th July Terence Willetts Birmingham W Mids 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
Gustaaf Schrauwen 
 We welcome Gustaaf Schrauwen of Sutto
Coldfield, Birmingham.  Gustaaf enlisted on 11
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the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 

this month, may you all have many more. 

Tredegar Gwent 
Burton on Trent Staffs 
Nuneaton Warwickshire 

Hinckley Leics 
Coleshill Warwicks 

Cardiff South Wales 
Tamworth Staffs 

Dersingham Norfolk 
Birmingham W Mids  

Schrauwen of Sutton 
f enlisted on 11th 

July 1951 and served until his discharge on 19
September 1960.  Gustaa
training as a radar assistant but in April 1952 re
mustered into the RAF Regiment.  After 
completing his Regiment training at RAF 
Dumfries he was posted to 48 Rifle Squadron at 
RAF Chivenor.  He served with 48 Squadron at 
various RAF stations until in April 1954 he was 
posted to 58 Rifle Squadron in the Middle East.  
On 16th January 1956 he was posted to 62 Field 
Squadron.  He served with that Squadron until on 
30th October 1957 he was posted to HQ 33 Wing 
at RAF Innsworth.   
 On 16th December 1957 he was posted 
back to 63 Field Squadron MEAF at RAF 
Nicosia, Cyprus and served there until on 20
June 1960 he was posted back to the UK to be an 
Instructor at RAF Cosford, where he served until 
his discharge on 19th September 1960.
 We welcome him and hope that he has a 
long and happy association with us.
Peter MacGowran 
 We welcome Peter MacGowran of the 
Tower of London.  In a way, Peter is doubly 
welcome as last October his younger brother 
Robert joined, so we now 
our Branch.  Peter enlisted on 18
and served in the UK and Germany in 
following until he was discharged
 His postings were 1975
Wittering; 1978, 5 Wing RAF Wittering;
Sqdn RAF Bruggen; 1982, GDT RAF Halton
1983, GDT RAF Larbruch; 1985, 1 Sqdn RAF 
Larbruch; 1986, GDT, FTS Cranwell; 1988, RTS, 
DIOT Cranwell; 1989, DIOT, C Sqdn, DIOT 
Cranwell; 1991, GDT RAF Bruggen; 1994, 
SCGDS, RAF St Athen; 1996, STO Centre, RAF 
Honington, where Peter competed his service a
was discharged as a Flight Sergeant on 20
October 2000.  
  We welcome him and hope that he has a 
long and happy association with us. 
Armed Forces Health Partnership
 A new website is supporting the work of 
the Armed Forces Health Partnership programme, 
a joint venture between the Legion and Combat 
Stress focusing on the mental health needs of 
Armed Forces Service personnel and veterans.
 Policy Adviser (Health &
Louise Sharp said: �The Strategic Partnership 

website aims to support the work of the Legion 
and Combat Stress in delivering their Department 
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welcome him and hope that he has a 

long and happy association with us.  
 

We welcome Peter MacGowran of the 
Tower of London.  In a way, Peter is doubly 
welcome as last October his younger brother 

now have two brothers in 
our Branch.  Peter enlisted on 18th March 1975 
and served in the UK and Germany in the 

until he was discharged 
His postings were 1975, 15 Sqdn RAF 

, 5 Wing RAF Wittering; 1979, 37 
Sqdn RAF Bruggen; 1982, GDT RAF Halton; 
1983, GDT RAF Larbruch; 1985, 1 Sqdn RAF 
Larbruch; 1986, GDT, FTS Cranwell; 1988, RTS, 
DIOT Cranwell; 1989, DIOT, C Sqdn, DIOT 
Cranwell; 1991, GDT RAF Bruggen; 1994, 
SCGDS, RAF St Athen; 1996, STO Centre, RAF 
Honington, where Peter competed his service and 
was discharged as a Flight Sergeant on 20th 

We welcome him and hope that he has a 
long and happy association with us.  
Armed Forces Health Partnership 

is supporting the work of 
the Armed Forces Health Partnership programme, 
a joint venture between the Legion and Combat 
Stress focusing on the mental health needs of 
Armed Forces Service personnel and veterans.  

Policy Adviser (Health & Care) Marie-
Louise Sharp said: �The Strategic Partnership 

website aims to support the work of the Legion 
and Combat Stress in delivering their Department 

http://www.armedforceshealthpartnership.org.uk/
http://www.armedforceshealthpartnership.org.uk/
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of Health Strategic Partnership programme.  Its 
purpose is to be used as a resource for Service 
charities, NHS organisations, local authorities, 
and veterans themselves - specifically focusing on 
Armed Forces healthcare. 
 �We are asking all staff to advertise this 

website through their networks, as all input and 
contributions are extremely welcome. We believe 
that the best resources are made from 
contributions from many different organisations 
and we would like the use of this resource to 
reach all of our partners.� 
 The Legion and Combat Stress have been 
Department of Health Voluntary Strategic 
Partners since April 2010.  The partnership is a 
three year funded programme that focuses on the 
mental health needs of Armed Forces Service 
personnel and veterans.  The aim is to build 
capability and capacity within the Armed Forces 
and veterans charities sector, and to highlight 
areas of shared interest and good practice. 
 Marie explained: �One of the main drives 

for the website is to bring together information, 
research, policy statements into one place.  So 
many healthcare organisations and veterans alike 
were crying out for information on veterans� 

healthcare needs and healthcare services.  
 Although there is a lot of work is going on 
for Armed Forces healthcare, it seems there is a 
lack of knowledge as to who is doing what and in 
what areas, leading to duplication.  Another aim is 
to also embark on some myth busting exercises 
associated with veterans� health. 
 �The Partnership has already enabled us to 

fund work with the Royal College of GPs to 
create a GP practitioners guide to veterans' health; 
to provide a joint conference with Combat Stress 
last year in November on Veterans mental health 
pathways, 'From Conflict to Community'; and this 
year will help to fund the continuation and 
extension of the Timebanks/Combat Stress 
Shoulder to Shoulder mentoring scheme in 
London and Birmingham, supporting veterans 
post mental health treatment to get on with their 
lives.�  If there is any news, information or 
research that you think could be appropriate to 
display on the website, please contact Marie-
Louise Sharp on 020 7863 3089. 
http://www.armedforceshealthpartnership.org.uk/ 
Palestine Pals and our Motto �Per Ardua 
 In last month�s newsletter on page 7 I 

published a letter from one of our members 

Spencer Wilcox of Tipton, West Midlands that 
referred to the Palestine Veterans Association 
1945-48, unofficially known as �The Palestine 

Pals�, amongst who are many ex-members of the 
RAF Regiment.  In his letter to me enclosing a 
newspaper article about the �Palestine Pals� 

Spencer said; 
�As the article says, the trouble in Palestine in 

the 1940�s is a largely forgotten campaign one 

that is very hard, if not impossible to find any 
books written about it.  In fact on attending a 
number of similar occasions at the Arboretum, 
I have also found the absence of �Palestine 

1945-48� on our splendid Memorial stone 

humiliating�.   
 I�m sure that this omission can be put right 

when the Memorial stone in up-dated but I do not 
have any information as to when that will be so 
maybe we can raise the subject at this month�s 

Association Executive Meeting. 
 The RAF Regiment was heavily 
represented in Palestine between 1945 and 1948 
when the Mandate ended and the following 
squadrons served there.  2717 � later 52 Rifle 
Sqdn then 21 Sqdn - 2788 later 58 Rifle Sqdn � 59 
Sqdn - 2898 later 65 Sqdn � 2924/2899 later 66 
Rifle Sqdn � 2702 � 2717 � 2742 � 2923 � 1 
Armoured Car Company � 2 Armoured Car 
Company later 2702 then 2 Squadron. 
 If the unrest in India during the dying days 
of the Raj is discounted, then the Palestinian 
conflict between the Jews and Arabs between 
1945 and 1948 when the British Mandate ended 
was the first major conflict after World War Two 
and those who served there were awarded the 
General Service Medal with a Bar Palestine 1945-
48.  Additionally, is there any history of how the 
RAF Regiment came to adopt our motto �Per 

Ardua�.  Can anyone enlighten me as to how it 

came about? 

Correspondence 
 In last month�s newsletter on page four I 

published an article about Squadron Leader 
Michael (�Cass�) Casano MC RAF and in that 
article on page six there is a paragraph as follows; 

�Casano was inseparable from his dog, 

Butch, who accompanied his master 
everywhere.  On one occasion Casano 
entered Shepherd's Hotel in Cairo with Butch 
to be told that dogs were not allowed.  
Casano responded: "Well, you had better put 
him out then", and the two marched off to the 

mailto:marie-louse%20sharp
http://www.armedforceshealthpartnership.org.uk/
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bar.  Butch was later killed by enemy fire - his 
demise made news in the Egyptian Gazette�. 

 I have now received the following letter 
from one of our members Squadron Leader 
Richard Cox RAF (Rtd) who served in the 
Western Desert with �Cass�.   
Richard Cox of Royston, Hertfordshire 
 My dear Malcolm.  I read with much 
interest the articles in the current newsletter No 
264 June 2011 about �Cass� and the Armoured 

Car Legion.  You may remember that I wrote to 
you in 2006 when �Cass� died.  It may perhaps be 

worthwhile (for the benefit of those who have not 
seen it) publishing at least part of my letter of 6th 
August 2006 about an operation that he and his 
boys took part in, with 2931 Squadron in 
November 1942 immediately after the 
breakthrough following the second ( and main) 
battle of El Alamein, and of our finding Butch�s 

grave.  Yours sincerely Richard Cox. 
 

******************** 
 The following is Richard�s letter to me of 
6th August 2006 and after the article in last 
month�s newsletter is well worth repeating.  

Thank you for reminding me of it Richard. 
 Dear Malcolm.  I was grieved to learn of 
the death of Squadron Leader Mike Casano MC.  
I last saw him in the 1950s in of all places, the 
Pall Mall Bank which then handled all RAF and 
ex-RAF accounts.  He was full of life as usual, 
still with his piratical beard and dashing off to 
some appointment. 
 I was on the point of departure for a 
diplomatic post overseas, so our meeting, 
although cordial, was perforce a brief one.  He 
was one of the colourful characters in the desert 
and his passing means the loss of yet another link 
with some of the minor and little recorded parts of 
the war in the Western Desert. 
 His knowledge of the area was extensive 
and his No 2 Armoured Car Company�s 

navigational skills were phenomenal.  After the 
breakthrough at El Alamein in November 1942, a 
skeleton force from 243 Wing (fighters under the 
command of Wing Commander Jackie Darwin) 
flew into a remote and very makeshift landing 
ground well west of and south of known enemy 
positions. 
 The aircraft operated from there for 
several days, playing havoc with the retreating 
Afrika Corps transport and supplies moving along 
the coast road.  �Cass� and his armoured cars and 

with what became the nucleus of B Squadron 
(WD) later renumbered 2931 Squadron, RAF 
Regiment had the task of escorting a minimal 
mobile AMES Radar unit, plus aviation fuel, 
ammo., some rations and other supplies to the 
landing ground and providing air defence there. 
 All went smoothly at first and we had no 
contact with any enemy units � not even a recce 
�plane to fire at.  To illustrate Casano�s skill and 

knowledge, on our return north to the coastal area, 
he told me on the morning of the second day of 
our withdrawal that by late afternoon we should 
come up with a line of ten 40 gallon drums, where 
the previous year he had cached some fuel, spare 
rations and ammo., and where, under the left-hand 
drum, he had buried Butch his dog. 
 The left-hand drum came in sight as 
forecast � and this was after the greatest part of 
two days largely trackless and difficult going, all 
on one compass bearing.  �Cass� was an 

exceptional leader and he and No 2 Armoured Car 
Company were much admired.  Yours Richard.  
Ex-243 Wing, 3931 and 2933 Squadrons. 
EDITOR�S NOTE: 
 How about this for a suggestion?  What 
about a Regiment expedition to locate the left-
hand drum, exhume Butch�s bones, and have them 

reburied with his former master? 
James Bayliss of Coleshill, Birmingham 
 Dear Malcolm.  Re your book list about 
or with a mention of the RAF Regiment�s 

involvement.  For several weeks I have intended 
to mention the enclosed information and I have 
been looking through the wrong book.   
 However, I discovered my error today so 
therefore I am sending these photocopies for your 
future reference.  I am hoping I don�t have any 

more �senior moments�.  Hope you are keeping 

well.  Best wishes, James. 
 

******************** 
 Many thanks James and with another of 
our member�s Brian Thornally�s suggestion (see 
my May newsletter on page 15) I have included 
an updated version of my list of books containing 
references to the RAF Regiment later in this 
newsletter.  James included in with his letter, 
photocopies of pages 201-201 of the book 
�Spitfire into Battle� by Duncan Smith.  These 
pages refer to an RAF Regiment detachment 
being tasked to seize Theze airfield (now Theze 
Airport) near the France-Switzerland border 
during the battle for France.  The Regiment 
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detachment commander was also tasked with co-
operating with the French Maquis in the area.  
 Does anyone have any information about 
this detachment and their operations?  
Jim Davies of Middlewich, Cheshire 
 Two months ago I received an article 
from Jim and Sheila Davies of Middlewich, 
Cheshire, about the very severe New Zealand 
earthquake that happened on 22nd February this 
year. Jim and Sheila knew all about it for an ex-
Rock friend of theirs who lives there, Derek 
Upton who was a Don-R in 22 Squadron with Jim 
in 1951 and Derek now lives in New Zealand.  
Derek�s wife Hazel sent the article to Jim and 
Sheila and they in turn, passed it onto me. 
 The 2011 Christchurch earthquake was a 
6.3 magnitude earthquake that struck the 
Canterbury region in New Zealand's South Island 
at 12:51 p.m. on 22nd February 2011, causing 
widespread damage and multiple fatalities.  You 
all know that ex-Rocks get everywhere and the 
following story is a great example of that saying 
for as is ever the case, one of our ex-Rock Apes 
Derek Upton lives there.  The earthquake was 
centred 1.2 miles west of the town of Lyttelton 
and 6 miles south-east of the centre of 
Christchurch, New Zealand's second-most 
populous city.   
 It�s a very long and interesting article all 

about the earthquake and its after effects.  I�ve 

tried to fit it into last month�s newsletter and also 

into this month�s but haven�t had room.  Many 

thanks for the article Jim and Sheila and here it is 
at last. 
The Earthquake of 22nd February 2011 
 Where were you on Tuesday, 2nd February 
2011?  This will be the question on everyone�s 

lips from now on.  On a sombre note some will 
not be here to answer that question and the final 
death toll and of those injured will clearly take 
some time.   
 The official death toll in this morning�s 

paper stands at 75 dead (these are people officially 
identified); there are 7 completely demolished 
buildings (CBDs) wherein more people are 
trapped, 22 are missing and possibly more in the 
flattened Canterbury Television (CTV) building.  
Police expect the final death toll to be about 182.   
 There have been 6 arrested for burglary or 
looting; 80% of city has no running water; 40% 
without power and we�ve had at least 50 after 

shocks and over 200 people are unaccounted for. 

 For our part we have to be grateful for 
winning the best lottery in the world by having 
power, telephone, water and limited sewer 
facilities.   
 Our respective families have survived as 
well.  Having a well on the property that has clear 
flowing water although we boil it just in case also 
immeasurably helps us.  We have enough food, 
cat food and milk to get us through another day or 
two.  The supermarkets and petrol stations are 
now opening but enormous queues sometimes 
make if difficult to decide just how urgent is the 
need. 
 We are back to subsistent mode, for which 
sojourns on the West Coast have given us a bit of 
training.  I�m back to hand washing in a bucket 

using the well water and have dug a latrine in the 
garden for disposing of some human waste; right 
now I�ll need to check to see how the bread dough 
is rising and cats have been on curtailed milk 
drinking (some feline annoyance there, let me tell 
you!).   
 Our families and most of our friends seem 
to be ok although it is now, after the immediacy of 
the event, that we realise just how fortunate we 
have been.  Derek was right in the middle of the 
central city when the earthquake struck and a 
close by building the historic stone church called 
Aldersgate crumbled practically beside him.   
 In response to an urgent text from me he 
charged the wrong way down one-way streets, 
drove on footpaths and walked a brisk half mile to 
where I was with my friend Lorraine.  I might add 
for those who don�t know that as Derek is due to 

have a hip replacement on Monday, he did 
astonishingly well. 
 I was getting a bit desperate for help as the 
emergency numbers were totally out of 
order/overloaded and my friend Lorraine who I 
had gone to see as she�d had a fall the previous 

day, had badly sprained her leg.  In her panic and 
terror to run to the door, she was thrown by the 
force of the earthquake and broke her other leg.  I 
did my best to make her comfortable and put a 
bag of ice on the leg and elevated is as much as 
possible.  Derek had encountered a nurse during 
his speedy hobble and brought her here.  Between 
the two of them we made a temporary splint out 
of stiff cardboard and sticky tape.  
 I left to rescue the van and get it home an 
event which was sometimes a bit nerve wracking 
as I couldn�t move the seat forward and had some 
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difficultly changing gear with a column change.  
When Lorraine�s bloke arrived Derek then left 

there and returned in the Toyota Spacio.   
 One of the scary events was that with her 
property being reasonable close to the river, the 
liquefaction �boil-ups� and silt moved with 

terrifying speed towards the house and with the 
water and silt bubbling up all along the driveway 
one was hard put to know where to place your feet 
and scary because you didn�t really know if there 

was a huge hole or not where you were walking. 
 The day prior to the earthquake we had 
had a new overlay floor put down and my first 
question to Derek was how it had fared.  I did not 
feel too confident when he told me that he was 
unable to see the floor for all the debris.  In fact, 
the floor is ok but all the books from both 
bookcases had spewed out across the floor, and 
photos, of which we had many, had crashed down 
and a couple of pictures as well.   
 More china was smashed including some 
quite valuable antique stuff.  Dinah our cat had 
escaped injury and was sensibly hiding 
underneath a bed but Joss was highly distressed 
and it was the first and only time I have ever seen 
a cat drooling with fear.  We think he may have 
been dozing on the spare bed in the office where 
two bookcases threw their contents out and more 
photos etc. descended to the floor.  The noise 
must have been tremendous and this earthquake 
was a lot more violent than the September one.  I 
could hardly keep on my feet.    
 Odd things have happened such as a full 
milk jug sailed out of the fridge and landed 
upright on the tiled floor without shattering 
although some milk was harmed in the event.  
Several very large and heavy terracotta pots were 
thrown over and smashed but all the ornamental 
tins etc which live on the top row of the kitchen 
cupboards hardly moved.  A selection of 
precariously balanced Anzac biscuit tins didn�t 

fall and the TV, although shuffled and screwed 
sideways appears to be in perfect working 
condition � dammit.  Many plasma and LCD TVs 
recently replaced after the earlier quakes have 
died but the old fashioned massively heavy ones 
seemed to have not been bothered.  It�s all been 

one long round of housework and tidying up. 
 The power was returned at 10 p.m. the 
night of the �quake and water was back on 

although very low in pressure the following day.  
My friend Lorraine ended up in hospital and is 

being transferred to Timaru where she will need 
an operation.  A state of national emergency has 
been declared and the inner city is effectively 
under martial law with police and soldiers 
carrying guns.   
 There is a 12-hour curfew from 6:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 a.m.  Rescue work continues and I have 
seen some amazing recoveries taking place thanks 
to the news media.  The CTV building, which 
pan-caked, has bodies in there (there was a 
Japanese language school with a new intake of 
pupils) but I was really pleased to find that an 
acquaintance with her little baby managed to 
escape.   
 There have been a number of on-site 
amputations to get people free.  Tracey was 
distressed to learn that the mother of a little boy 
who goes to the pre-school was killed when 
waiting in a fish and chip shop.  The suburbs have 
not been checked although I understand that they 
have rescued people trapped in their homes who 
are unable to get out.   
 I do not know what has happened to my 
friends Dianne and Ross Manson so far.  My own 
uneducated opinion is that the final death toll will 
be between 300 and 400 people and there will be 
many with horrific injuries.  There will be many 
with unseen injuries of the mind as well.  There is 
one thing, which is very clear to me and that is the 
huge cooperative spirit which human beings are 
capable of when a dire emergency strikes.   
 Most will rise to the occasion and do their 
best to help another being.  For example next door 
to us is a carpenter/builder with 4 hulking great 
sons and they have begged borrowed and stolen 
(probably) every wheelbarrow and spade they can 
find and have simply gone out to give help where 
its needed.  Everywhere people are digging out 
driveways, repairing roads, directing traffic and 
all asking how another one is.  We are so very 
fortunate to have escaped damage ourselves, but 
when I say the terrible remains of our iconic 
Christchurch cathedral in rubble I wept then. 
 I currently have no internet connection so 
will be sending this from Tracey�s computer.  

Would you please forward to others.  Thank you, 
Hazel & Derek Upton. 
Books containing references to the RAF 

Regiment - Update 
Dated 1st July 2011 

 This month I have added another book 
containing references to the RAF Regiment.  It is 
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by Group Captain W G G D (known as Duncan) 
Smith DSO and Bar, DFC and 2 Bars RAF (Rtd).  
The details of this book were sent to me as 
follows by one of our members James Bayliss of 
Coleshill, Birmingham.  "Spitfire Into Battle" is a 
good mix of personal adventure, high strategy, 
entertaining asides, and even a touch of "techno-
thriller" from the days before such a term existed 
(Duncan Smith clearly considered his various 
Spitfires as "co-stars" with him in this book).   
 With the caveat that there's not a lot in 
these pages about the Battle of Britain - though 
quite a bit about later campaigns - people 
interested in personal reminiscences of "The Few" 
and their brothers in arms in the air will probably 
find it worthwhile spending some time with this 
useful book.  
�The Lost Lady� all about the American Bomber 
"Lady Be Good".  No publication date available.  
By Mario Martinez.  Published by Leo Cooper at 
£19.95.  Mentions 2926 Squadron RAF Regiment. 
�Spitfire into Battle� by Duncan Smith, 
published in 1981.  ISBN 0-7195-54845.   Duncan 
Smith's writing illustrates all the (stereotypical?) 
reserve and nonchalance of the World War II RAF 
fighter pilot. There are references to an RAF 
Regiment detachment on pages 201-292. 
   �Flugplatz Gutersloh�.  A Short History 
1937/87 with references to the RAF Regiment.  
Published in 1987.  By Gerry Lewis.  Published 
1987.   
�The Battle of the Airfields 1st January 1945� 
by Norman L Franks.  About �Operation 
Bodenplatte�  when the Germans attempted to 
destroy the advanced Allied Airfields.  First 
published in 1982.  ISBN 1 898697 15 9.  
Republished by Grub Street in 1994 in an updated 
version. 
�Britain's Modern Royal Air Force� which 
contains a complete chapter on the RAF 
Regiment.  Published in 1994.  By Peter F Guiver.  
ISBN 1 85260 4328. 
�The Autobiography� by Brian Clough.  
Mentions his service at RAF Watchet.  Published 
in 1995.  ISBN 1 85225 198 0. 
  �The Royal Air Force� an Illustrated History 
by Michael Armitage.  Published by 
Brockhampton Press in 1995.  ISBN 1 86019 
8511.  Contains several references to the RAF 
Regiment. 
�Esprit de Corps� by Walter Archibald Elliott.  
A Scots Guards Officer on Active Service 1943 - 

1945.  Published in 1997.  In Chapter 7 it�s about 
the Transfer of RAF Regiment Personnel to the 
Scots Guards.  ISBN 085955 220 9. 
�Sunset in the East� by John Hudson published 
by Leo Cooper in 2002.  ISBN 0 85052 846 1.  It 
briefly mentions The RAF Regiment on page 43.  
Its main interest is the fact that to maintain order 
and to control the nationalist in Java, the author 
employed captured Japanese army personnel.  It 
also gives a lot of detail about the war in Burma. 
�Joint Force Harrier� by Commander Adrian 
Orchard, with James Barrington.  The true story 
of a Royal Navy Fighter squadron at war.  
published in 2008 by Penguin Books and Micael 
Joseph.  ISBN 9780718153991. 
�One of the Few� by Johnny Kent.  Mentions the 
RAF Regiment on page 184.  Published in June 
2008 by History Press, ISBN Number 
0752446037.  Johnny Kent became the youngest 
licensed pilot in Canada at the age of 17.  He 
grabbed experience and flying hours wherever and 
whenever he could and was constantly on the 
lookout for a career in flying.   
 His chance came when he was offered a 
short service commission with the RAF in the 
1930s.  He went on to become the leader of one of 
the most successful fighter squadrons in the 
Second World War.  Group Captain Johnny 
Kent's skilful leadership helped the famous 303 
Squadron to play a decisive part in the Battle of 
Britain, and won him the highest Polish military 
award, the Virtuti Militari.   
 This is Group Captain Kent's own story of 
his life in the RAF, from his struggles as a boy in 
the wilds of Canada to get into the air through his 
experiences as a test pilot at Farnborough and his 
constant efforts to fly wherever the action was. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

RAF Medical Services dedicate new 
memorial at the Arboretum 
 More than 100 Royal Air Force Medical 
personnel gathered at the National Memorial 
Arboretum in Staffordshire last month to dedicate 
a new memorial in remembrance of all who have 
served as RAF medical staff on operations around 
the world, from 1918 to the present day.   
 The service on 26th May included a fly 
past of a Hawk jet from the Centre of Aviation 
Medicine, RAF Henlow, and of a Chinook 
helicopter from RAF Odiham.  The dedication 
was conducted by the RAF�s deputy Chaplain in 

http://www.alibris.co.uk/search/books/author/Elliott%2C Walter Archibald


 

 

Chief, accompanied by the RAF Wyton Area 
Voluntary Band.  The address, given by the RAF 
Director-General Medical Services, was followed 
by the Act of Remembrance. 
 The RAF operates a worldwide 
aeromedical evacuation service and RAF Medical 
personnel have been deployed around the world in 
support of UK Operations since their formation in 
1918.  The RAFMS is led by Chief of Staff 
Health/Director General Medical Services (RAF) 
Air Vice-Marshal Christopher Morris, and 
comprises approximately 1,800 personnel who 
provide a broad spectrum of medical, nursing, 
medical technical and medical support 
capabilities.  Tactical Medical Wing (TMW) at 
RAF Lyneham provides pre-deployment and 
specific to role training (such as aeromed
evacuation) for RAFMS personnel.  
4 squadrons; the Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron, Operations and Logistics Squadron, 
Training and Support Squadron and the 
Deployable Aeromedical Response Team 
Squadron. 
 The Centre for Aviation Medicine 
at RAF Henlow provides aircrew with training 
and support to understand the physiological 
aspects of flight and its effect on the human body.
The RAF Medical Service has the support of the 
Royal Auxiliary Air Force (RAuxAF) a Reservist 
complement is made up of 4626 (County of 
Wiltshire) RAuxAF Sqn and 612 (County of 
Aberdeen) RAuxAF Sqn.  Both squadrons provide 
personnel and capability to support aeromedical 
evacuation and deployed surgical support.

   

The RAF Medical Services Memorial
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The RAF Medical Services Memorial 

 The National Memorial Arboretum is the 
UK�s year-round centre of Remembrance; a 
spiritually uplifting place which honours the 
fallen, recognises service and sacrifice, and fosters 
pride in our country.  Sited in the heart of the 
nation, with 50,000 maturing trees and o
memorials, it is a beautiful and lasting tribute to 
those who serve their country or who have died in 
conflict. 
ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICES 
HISTORY 
 RAF Medical Services began in 1918 and 
now has 1,800 personnel, providing a broad range 
of services, including a worldwide evacuation 
service for personnel from the air force, navy and 
Army, their families and others.
 The Royal Air Force (RAF) Medical 
Services evolved from the amalgamation of the 
Royal Flying Corps (RFC) and the
Air Service (RNAS) on 1
Medical Officers were absorbed into the nascent 
RAF Medical Services whilst others remained in 
the Royal Army Medical Corps or the Royal 
Navy.  
 The first Air Force List published in 
January 1919 gave a total of 415 me
scattered through various units and formations 
with the Director of Medical Services at their 
head.  The first direct commissioning of medical 
officers into the RAF occurred in July 1920. 
Medical Officers also joined the Auxil
Force which had formed in 1924 and also served 
as RAF Volunteer Reserve Officers during the 2
World War. 
 An Air Force Nursing Service was formed 
in June 1918 which became Princess Mary�s RAF 

Nursing Service in 1923.
medical officers service in the RAF�s hospitals 

both at home and abroad and were
RAF medical orderlies and medical specialist 
airmen and women.   
 After the introduction of the NHS the RAF 
hospitals in the UK treate
the RAF, WRAF and RAF families but also 
civilian patients from their local areas.
 In 1916 a Special RFC medical board to 
pass fit candidates for flying duties was formed as 
the special medial problems involved with flying 
began to be recognised. 
since become a prime concern of the RAF 
Medical Services; the RAF Institute of Aviation 
Medicine (IAM) was opened in April 1945 at 
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the Royal Army Medical Corps or the Royal 

The first Air Force List published in 
January 1919 gave a total of 415 medical officers 
scattered through various units and formations 
with the Director of Medical Services at their 
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as RAF Volunteer Reserve Officers during the 2nd 
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1918 which became Princess Mary�s RAF 
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medical officers service in the RAF�s hospitals 
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RAF medical orderlies and medical specialist 

After the introduction of the NHS the RAF 
hospitals in the UK treated not only members of 
the RAF, WRAF and RAF families but also 
civilian patients from their local areas. 

In 1916 a Special RFC medical board to 
pass fit candidates for flying duties was formed as 
the special medial problems involved with flying 

recognised.  Aviation medicine has 
since become a prime concern of the RAF 
Medical Services; the RAF Institute of Aviation 
Medicine (IAM) was opened in April 1945 at 
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Farnborough.   Following the transfer of aviation 
medicine research to the Defence Research 
Agency the RAF retained responsibility for 
aviation medicine training and the IAM became 
the RAF School of Aviation Medicine.   
 Further rationalisation in the move of the 
school to RAF Halton; following amalgamation 
with the RAF Aviation medicine Training Centre, 
the RAF Institute of Community & Occupational 
Health and the RAF Central Medical 
Establishment, the School of Aviation Medicine 
was reborn as a constituent of the RAF Centre for 
Aviation Medicine (CAM) based at RAF Henlow. 
 During the 2nd World War the RAF 
Medical Services developed the role for which 
they remain responsible today, the air evacuation 
of casualties. 
Standard of new national branch of the 
RBL Dedicated at NMA  
            The standard of the new National 
Memorial Arboretum Branch of The Royal British 
Legion was dedicated at a special service at the 
Arboretum on Saturday 25th June - Armed Forces 
Day. 
 The service was held as a tribute to HM 
Armed Forces and was led by Revd Vic Van Den 
Bergh, who is both the Arboretum�s Chaplain and 

the Branch�s Honorary Chaplain.  It took place at 

the steps of the iconic Armed Forces Memorial 
and also focused on the 90th Anniversary of The 
Royal British Legion. 
 The Branch�s first standard bearer is Beth 
Slade, who was charged with its care by The 
Royal British Legion�s National Vice Chairman, 

John Crisford.  Burton Concert Band and 
Cannock Ex- Servicemen�s Club Male Voice 

Choir provided the accompaniment to the service.  
Future Events at the NMA 
Wednesday 13th July 2011 
 On Wednesday 13th July, at 11.30 a.m. in 
the Millennium Chapel and then at the AGC 
Memorial the Adjutant General's Corps will be 
holding a commemoration service.  For further 
information contact:  Maj (Retd) J Bright 
(Assistant Regimental Secretary) on 01962 887 
254 or at <rhqagc@btconnect.com> or at   
<www.rhqagc.com>. 
Saturday 16th July 2011 
 On Saturday 16 July onsite at 12.00 noon 
the 9th/12th Royal Lancers will hold a service to 
dedicate their new memorial.  For further 
information contact Capt Joe Hardy (Asst Reg 

Sec) on tel. No. 0116 278 5425 or at 
<hardy@delhispearman.org.uk>. 
Wednesday 20th July 2011 
Please note that the National Memorial 
Arboretum will be CLOSED to the public all day 
on Wednesday 20th July 2011.  The closure is for 
the invitation only annual service of dedication of 
2010 names on the Armed Forces Memorial.  The 
Arboretum will open as usual on Thursday 21st 
July 2011. 
Sunday 24 July 2011 
 On Sunday 24th July, at 2.00 p. m. onsite, 
the 1st The Queen's Dragoon Guards will dedicate 
their new memorial.  For further information 
contact Lt Col (Retd) Richard Brace (Regimental 
Secretary) on 0290 781 227 or <HHQQDG-
REGTLSEC@MOD.UK> or on website:  
<www.qdg.org.uk>. 
Wednesday 27th July 2011 
 On Wednesday 27th July in the Pavilion 
Marquee (admission to ticket holders only) and at 
the BKVA Garden, the British Korean Veterans 
Association will hold a Commemoration Day for 
the 58th anniversary of the Armistice at the 
conclusion of hostilities in Korea.   
 Time:  11.30am for concert by the Minden 
Band, and 12.00pm for the drumhead service of 
thanksgiving, commemoration and Remembrance.  
For further information contact Frank Down 
(Event Organiser) on 0116 233 2136 or 07971 
526027 or email <frank.down@orange.net>.  
Monday 1st August 2011 
 On Monday 1st August at 1.00 p.m. onsite, 
the Royal Hampshire Regiment will hold a service 
to dedicate their new memorial.  Those wishing to 
attend this event should contact the Regimental 
Secretary Lt Col Colin Bulleid on 01962 863 658 
or <museum@serleshouse.co.uk> or at 
<www.serleshouse.co.uk>.  
Monday 15th August 2011 
 On Monday 15th August, at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the Malayan Volunteers memorial, the 
Malayan Volunteers Group will hold a service of 
remembrance for victory over Japan on 15th 
August 1945 and to remember those who 
suffered.  For further information contact 
Rosemary Fell (Secretary) on 01297 33045 or 
<dinaf-millbrook@tiscali.co.uk>.  Or on website:  
<www.malayanvolunteersgroup.org.uk>.  
Saturday 3rd September 2011 
 On Saturday 3rd September at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the Polish Armed Forces Memorial, the 
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Polish Ex-Combatants' Association will hold a 
ceremony to commemorate the second 
anniversary of the unveiling of the Polish Armed 
Forces Memorial.  For further information contact 
Chez Maryszczak (Chairman, Polish Ex-
Combatants' Association, GB) on 01242 583 009, 
or 0208 741 1911 or 
<chez.maryszczak@btopenworld.com>. 
Sunday 4th September 2011 
 On Sunday 4th September at 12.40 p.m. 
onsite at the Guards Memorial, a service of 
remembrance will beheld for Irish Guards killed 
in action or in service.  For further information 
contact Ray Collister on 07958 055076 or at 
<ray@frameuk.net>.  
Wednesday 7th September 2011 
 On Wednesday 7 September at 10.45 a.m. 
onsite, a service for association members will be 
held to dedicate the Army Apprentice National 
Memorial.  For further information contact:  John 
McGahan on 01283 703 182 or at 
<jmcgahan@talktalk.net>.   
Saturday 10th September 2011 
 On Saturday 10th September at 2.00 p.m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and onsite at BNTVA 
Memorial, the British Nuclear Test Veterans 
Association (BNTVA) will hold a service of 
remembrance.  This is the Association's first 
National Atomic Veterans Awareness Day to 
commemorate all who have served from veterans 
to Royal Navy submariners.   
 For further information contact:  Bob 
Smith (Membership Secretary) on 01360 311 300 
or at <bob60@tesco.net>, or Jeff Liddiatt 
(National Secretary) on 01275 848 965 or at 
<jeff_lidiatt@yahoo.co.uk.> or see the website:  
<www.bntva.com>. 
Saturday 10th September 2011 
 On Saturday 10th September at 11.30 a.m. 
onsite at the Greek 'Chapel', the Brotherhood of 
Veterans of the Greek Campaign will hold a 
memorial service to commemorate their 70th 
anniversary.  For further information contact:  
Janet Buttery on 01274 657166 or at 
<grahambuttery@btinternet.com>. 
Saturday 17th September 2011 
 On Saturday 17th September at 11.30 a.m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and at the Ulster Ash 
Grove, the Northern Ireland Veterans' Association 
will hold their annual service of Remembrance.  
Following the service, members will form up and 
march to the Ulster Ash Grove.   

 For further information contact: D 
Parkinson on <tootles.thetaxi@yahoo.co.uk> or 
see the website: <www.nivets.org>. 
Saturday 24th September 2011 
 On Saturday 24th September at 12.30 p.m., 
on-site at the Allied Special Forces Grove, the 
Allied Special Forces Association will dedicate 
the Vera Atkins memorial seat remembering the 
women of the Special Operations Executive who 
lost their lives during WWII.  For further 
information contact:  Mike Colton (Secretary) on 
07929 118598 or <mikecolton@hotmail.com> or 
at <www.memorialgrove.org.uk >. 
Saturday 1st October 2011 
 On Saturday 1st October at 11.45 a.m. 
onsite, the Royal Naval Engineers' Benevolent 
Society (RNEBS) will hold a dedication service 
for their new memorial.  For further information 
contact:   Chris Heaver (RNEBS Managing 
Secretary) on 01752 342 547 or 
<chris.c.heaver@blueyonder.co.uk> or at 
<www.rnebs.co.uk>. 
Saturday 1st October 2011 to Monday 31st 
October 2011 
 In October the UK Armed Services will 
have been active in Afghanistan for 10 years, to 
mark this occasion a photographic exhibition 
supported by The Royal British Legion will be 
held in the Long Gallery in the visitor Centre.   
 A photojournalist�s journey back to the 

frontline - a photographic record of three weeks in 
Afghanistan by Sean Power, an ex-Royal Marine, 
who spent three weeks embedded with one of the 
forward line fighting regiments in Afghanistan 
 This exhibition is an honest portrayal of 
the front line in Afghanistan, from the perspective 
of someone who understands and has experienced 
modern warfare.  Sean Power served in 40 
Commando Royal Marines between 2002 and 
2007, completed operational tours in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Sierra Leone, and left as a 
Corporal.  His empathy and sincerity is clearly 
discernible in these special photographs.  
 Time from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with the last 
admissions at 4.30 p.m.  Tgher will be no fixed 
charge but donations will be appreciated.  
Sunday 9th October 2011 
 On Sunday 9th October from 11.00 a.m. 
onsite at the National Service Obelisk, Armed 
Forces and RAF Association memorials, the 
National Service (RAF) Association will hold 
short wreath laying ceremonies and a parade.   
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 The parade with be led by the RAF Halton 
Pipe Band.  For further information contact Neil 
Trotter, Ceremonial Committee Member and 
Parade Marshal, on 01472 233919 or at 
<costa.rei@ntlworld.com>. 
Friday 11th November 2011 
 The annual Armistice Day Service of 
Remembrance will be held on the Armed Forces 
Memorial on Friday 11th November.  Venue: 
Armed Forces Memorial.  Time: Provisional 
10.30am.  Due to expected visitor numbers we 
suggest visitors allow ample journey time.   
 A limited number of tickets will be 
allocated for this special outdoor service.  The 
tickets are not transferrable.  Details of how to 
apply for a ticket will be available from 1 
September 2011. 
 All other visitors on the day are most 
welcome to join the service from the Visitor 
Centre.  No seating will be provided in this area.  
The Armed Forces Memorial will be closed to 
non-ticket holders until early afternoon.   
 Car park: Arrangements to be confirmed.  
For more information call 01283 792 333 or email 
<info@thenma.org.uk >.  Please note: All 
arrangements at present at provisional and subject 
to change.   
Sunday 13th November 2011 
 Remembrance Sunday is commemorated 
each year at the National Memorial Arboretum.  
In 2011 it falls on Sunday 13th November, after 
Armistice Day.  Join us for our special outdoor 
commemorative service beside the Visitor Centre 
(no seating will be provided).  
 Time: At present arrangements are 
provisional, however the service is expected to 
commence around 10.45am.  The parade will 
form up to start from the Millennium Shelter at 
12pm � standards welcome.   
 Cost: The event is open to all � no booking 
required, however donations are welcomed.  Car 
parking arrangements are yet to be confirmed.  
Due to expected visitor numbers we suggest 
visitors allow ample journey time.  For additional 
information please contact 01283 792 333, or 
email <info@thenma.org.uk >.  Please note: All 
arrangements at present at provisional and subject 
to change.  
Sunday 13th November 2011 
 On Sunday 13th November at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the Allied Special Forces Grove, the 
Allied Special Forces Association will hold a 

service of Remembrance and open the newly 
constructed sun room.  For further information 
contact Mike Colton (Secretary) on 07929 118598 
or at <mikecolton@hotmail.com>. 
 

******************** 
 The following article is mostly taken from 
an article in last months Independent Online but 
with a few additions from me. 

Defence of the Realm 
 Defence of the Realm is � or should be - 
any government�s first priority but the current 
Government doesn�t seem to have its priorities 

right.  But every day that passes, the wanton 
destruction visited upon our Armed Forces by the 
Government�s inept handling of last year�s 

Strategic Defence and Security Review becomes 
more evident.  The Royal Navy has insufficient 
ships to patrol the high seas; the Royal Air Force 
lacks the planes to defend the skies; while the 
Army, which was supposed to have escaped from 
the cuts relatively lightly, does not have the 
money to equip all its soldiers properly.   
 So then what does our Government do that 
it promised last year not to do?  It promised to 
avoid unnecessary involvement in overseas 
conflicts.  This was one of the main reasons, after 
all, that the Coalition agreed to increase the 
foreign aid budget by a whopping 50 per cent.  
 If more money were spent on conflict 
prevention, the argument went we would not need 
to keep deploying our Armed Forces to 
godforsaken parts of the world in costly and 
unpopular military escapades.  
 But that was before the Coalition decided 
to indulge in yet another policy U-turn � and one 
entirely against the spirit of the new doctrine � by 
taking up arms against Colonel Gaddafi.  The 
Government might just have got away with its 
Libyan adventure had it stuck to the original 
script, which was to protect innocent civilians in 
Benghazi and Misurata and to enforce a ceasefire.  
 But it is no longer content with confining 
itself to humanitarian concerns, and is now 
committed to regime change.  The only problem is 
that, thanks to the defence cuts, it does not have 
the military means at its disposal to achieve its 
stated objective.  
 The Nato-led bombing offensive, in which 
the RAF is playing a leading role, has now lasted 
for longer than the 78 days it took during the 
Kosovo campaign in 1999 to bring Slobodan 
Milosevic to his senses.  For all the sophistication 
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of the current bombing operations, Gaddafi seems 
more interested in playing chess with his cronies 
in Tripoli than giving any serious thought to 
relinquishing power.  Admiral Sir Mark Stanhope, 
the First Sea Lord, believes that the effectiveness 
of Britain�s contribution to the Nato mission has 

been limited by our inability to place an aircraft 
carrier off the Libyan coast.  This is because, as 
part of the defence cuts, HMS Ark Royal, the 
Royal Navy�s flagship, was consigned to the 

scrapheap, together with its complement of 
Harrier jump jets.  
 Ark Royal is currently for sale on the 
MoD�s equivalent of eBay � the latest suggestion 
is to turn it into a floating casino � while the 
Harriers, which underwent a multi-million pound 
refit just before they were unceremoniously 
withdrawn from service, have been flogged to the 
US Marines for a bargain-basement £34 million.  
 What�s good for the Americans is clearly 
not good enough for Mr Cameron and his Cabinet 
chums.  But what I find particularly galling is the 
puerile manner in which vital defence issues are 
being debated.   
 I am reliably informed that the decision to 
sell the Harriers, which was only taken yesterday, 
was an act of vengeance against Admiral 
Stanhope for daring to suggest that the 
Government might wish to reconsider its decision 
to scrap a vital maritime capability.  But then, we 
have seen these fits of pique before.  In January, 
the MoD ordered BAE Systems to commit a 
wanton act of vandalism by ripping the wings off 
the new billion-pound fleet of Nimrod 
surveillance aircraft, to ensure there could be no 
further argument over its future.  This, I�m told, 

was the MoD�s way of punishing BAE for 
refusing to compromise on the contracts to build 
two new aircraft carriers.  
 What those responsible for making these 
decisions fail to realise is that they have an 
immediate, and invariably negative, impact on the 
operational effectiveness of our Armed Forces.  
Instead of deploying an aircraft carrier in Libya, 
as the French have done, we have been reduced to 
cobbling together a makeshift substitute, 
comprising four Apache helicopters and an 
amphibious assault ship.  
 Apart from making us a laughing stock in 
the eyes of our French and American allies, this 
arrangement is not actually working out.  The 
Apaches are struggling to fulfil the type of combat 

roles that would have been undertaken by the 
Harriers: indeed, their susceptibility to ground 
attack means that in the two sorties they have 
flown since their deployment earlier this month, 
they have been required to fire from over the sea 
for fear of being shot down, which severely 
curtails their effectiveness.  
 The Government�s hopes of achieving a 

swift victory in Libya will suffer another 
significant setback in two weeks� time, when the 

last remaining operational Nimrod aircraft are 
withdrawn from service over Libya.   
 The Nimrod�s sophisticated eavesdropping 

equipment is a vital intelligence asset, providing 
British commanders with an up-to-the-minute 
picture of the battlefield.  But once Nimrod is 
removed, our ability to pinpoint Gaddafi loyalists 
� a crucial factor in a campaign where the key 
priority is to keep civilian casualties to a 
minimum � will be lost for the duration of this 
conflict.  
 With key military capabilities being lost 
on an almost daily basis, it is easy to understand 
why Dr Paul Cornish, the head of the International 
Security Programme at the influential Chatham 
House think tank in London, has described last 
year�s SDSR as �one of the fastest failures in 

modern British strategic history�.   
 This would not, of course, be the first time 
a British defence review reached the wrong 
conclusions.  The deep cuts to the Royal Navy 
prescribed in John Nott�s 1981 review were 

hurriedly cast aside once the Senior Service was 
required to play the lead role in the recovery of 
the Falkland Islands.   
 Similarly, the 1998 review by George 
Robertson, the then defence secretary, failed to 
anticipate the very different military environment 
that would be created by the September 11 
attacks.  
 The conclusions reached at the end of such 
a complicated process are never going to be 
infallible, which is why previous governments 
have acted quickly to redress glaring 
inconsistencies.   
 Yet the Coalition, which thinks nothing of 
conducting U-turns in other areas, continues to 
insist that there is no going back on the decisions 
on our future military dispositions that were taken 
at the end of last year, before the �Arab Spring� 

created a new set of security challenges.   
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 This is short-sighted in the extreme. 
Defending his decision to change tack on the 
NHS, Mr Cameron said that, when he became 
Prime Minister, he vowed not to stick with 
decisions that subsequently proved to be wrong.  
He would do well to adopt a similar approach to 
the defence cuts, before it is too late. 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT 
SECRETARY 
DEATHS: 
 KYNOCH JAMES.  Fmr RAF Regt Gnr 
James Kynoch, born 16 Mar 29, died in 26 May 
11 aged 82.  He enlisted as a National Serviceman 
in Mar 47 and was discharged in Mar 49, having 
served at RAF Watchet and on 60 (R) Sqn RAF 
Regt.  He was a member of the Canadian Chapter 
of the RAF Regt Assoc.   
 He is survived by his wife, Kathleen, of 
1009-8111 Yonge Street, Thornhill, L3T 4V9 
Ontario, Canada, to whom the Corps extends its 
sincere condolences.  
NEW NOTICES: 
HONOURS & AWARDS: QUEEN�S 

BIRTHDAY HONOURS LIST 2011 
 The following members of the Corps have 
been recognized in the QBHL 2011: 
Appointment a Companion to the Military 
Division of the Most Honourable Order of the 
Bath (CB): 
AVM G E Stacey CB MBE RAF Regt � Comdr 
British Forces Cyprus (CBFC). 
Appointment a Member of the Military 
Division of the Most Honourable Order of the 
British Empire (MBE): 
Wg Cdr A N Jones MBE RAF Regt - PJHQ ex-
RAF Wittering 
Sqn Ldr M P J Donoghue MBE RAF Regt - FPF 
HQ ex-Trg Wg RAF Honington. 
Meritorious Service Medal (MSM):  
FS N H Le-Moine � Gnr � RAF Cosford 
Sgt A D Hoyle � Gnr - RAF Honington 
RAF COMMANDERS� COMMENDATIONS 
In conjunction with the QBHL 2011, the 
following members of the Corps have been 
recognized with the relevant RAF Commander�s 

Commendations: 

AOCinC HQ Air Comd�s Commendations: 
Flt Lt A Liggat RAuxAF Regt � Ops Spt (Regt) 
FS A G Booth � Gnr � Regt Flt RAF Coningsby 
Sgt N J Shinner � Gnr � 1SPW HQ RAFP 
Sgt S P Whitlock � Gnr � Sigs School Trg Wg - 
RAF Honington 
AOCs� Commendations: 
RAF Honington Team Commendation: Trg Sqn 
RAF FP Centre  
Flt Lt S Hobbs � Ops Spt (Regt) � FPF HQ 
Flt Lt D Nelson � Ops Spt (Regt) - 51 Sqn RAF 
Regt 
WO Patterson   - Gnr � RAF FP Centre 
FS S Griffin � Gnr � RTS(B) Trg Wg RAF 
Honington 
Sgt D Bailey � Gnr � 5 FP Wg HQ RAF 
Lossiemouth 
Sgt L Hobson � Gnr � Further Trg Team RAF 
Honington  
Sgt K Love � Gnr � Mil Standards MOD St Athan 
Sgt A Waring � Gnr � GD Flt RAF Leeming 
Sgt P Willis � Gnr � 603 Sqn RAuxAF RAF 
Leuchars 
CORPS SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION, 
OPERATIONAL REVIEW AND 
FORMATION DINNER 2012 
 The 2012 Corps Operational Review and 
Formation Dinner will be held at RAF Honington 
on Thu-Fri, 2-3 Feb 12.  RAF Regt offrs of the 
RAF FP FEs and trg establishments are to make 
sure that the diary event is included in unit 
programmes as appropriate, to enable maximum 
participation by their offrs.  A Service of 
Commemoration will also be held at St 
Edmundsbury Cathedral on the morning of Fri 3 
Feb, to which all serving and veteran members of 
the Corps will be welcome.  Details will be issued 
at a later date. 
LAYING-UP OF THE 63 SQN RAF REGT 
STANDARD � 18 SEP 11 
 63 Sqn RAF Regt was presented with its 
current Standard by Air Chf Mshl Sir Richard 
Johns at RAF Uxbridge in Nov 09.   It has been 
decided that the old Sqn Standard will be laid-up 
at the RAF�s Central  Church of St Clement 
Dane�s on the Strand in London.  The laying up 
ceremony will be conducted during the Service to 
commemorate the Battle of Britain on Sun 18 Sep 
11.  The Service will commence at 11.00 and will 
be followed by a small Reception held locally.  
 Limited places at the Service and the 
Reception will be on a ticket basis.  Those 
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wishing to attend, should register their interest 
with the Project Officer, Fg Off ChrisDixon, no 
later than Fri 22 Jul 11.   He may be contacted on 
(BT) 020 8842 6090 or by Email at QCS63FP-
OCAFlt@mod.uk. Further details will be issued 
in due course. 
FREE MEAL COURTESY OF CROWN 
CARVERIES 
 Crown Carveries is supporting the 2011 
National Armed Forces Day by offering a free 
carvery meal to all Armed Forces, past and 
present, between Mon 20 - Sat 25 Jun.  With 117 
restaurants nationwide, Crown Carveries plans to 
salute the thousands of Service people enlisted to 
Her Majesty�s Armed Forces, by offering them a 

free carvery meal in the week leading up to, and 
on Armed Forces Day itself (Sat 25 Jun).  
 The offer is also open to all forces 
veterans.  Enjoying the free carvery couldn�t be 

easier.  All past and present Service people simply 
need to visit www.crowncarveries.co.uk/armed-
forces-day-mod to download and print the �Free 

Carvery Meal� Voucher and present it, along with 

their current Service ID card (or Veterans� lapel 

badge), to staff at their local Crown Carvery 
restaurant. 
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
* Provisional Dates 
20 Jul Naming Ceremony (for those killed in 
2010) at the National Armed Forces' Memorial 
(NMA Alrewas). 
23 Jul RAF Regt Assoc Exec Committee Meeting 
(RAF Cosford). 
27 Jul Friends & Families� Day (RAF Honington) 
1 Aug Centurion Journal 2011 - Article Deadline  
1 Sep CG Commendations Nominations due date. 
2 Sep 27 Sqn RAF Regt 60th Anniversary 
Celebration (RAF Honington). 
18 Sep Laying up of 63 Sqn RAF Regt Standard 
(St Clement Danes, London)  
24 Sep 504 Sqn RAuxAF Freedom Parade 
(Ashfield, East Midlands) 
30 Sep- 3 Oct RAF Regt Assoc AGM and Annual 
Reunion (Charlton Kings, Cheltenham) 
5-6 Oct Regt WOs Conference (Def CBRN 
Centre, Winterbourne Gunner). 
6-7 Oct Regt Snr Offrs Conference (Def CBRN 
Centre, Winterbourne Gunner). 
27-28 Oct RAF Armd Car Assoc Autumn 
Reunion (Morley Hayes, Derby) 
3 Nov 1 Sqn RAF Regt 90th Anniversary Day 
(RAF Honington) 

4 Nov RAF Regt Offrs' Dinner Club Annual 
Dinner 2011 (Royal Automobile Club, London) 
10 Nov Garden of Remembrance (Westminster 
Abbey, London) 
13 Nov Remembrance Day (Nationwide)  
18 Nov RAF ACC 90th Anniversary 
Commemoration Service (St Clement Danes) 
19 Dec 90th Birthday of 1 ACC / 1 Sqn RAF Regt.  
2012 
1 Feb 70th Anniversary of the Formation of the 
RAF Regt. 
2 Feb RAF Regt Operational Review (RAF 
Honington). 
3 Feb RAF Regt 70th Anniversary 
Commemoration Service (Bury St Edmunds).  
3 Feb Corps Officers� Briefing and Corps 

Formation Dinner 2012 (RAF Honington). 
7 Apr 90th Birthday of 2 ACC / II Sqn RAF Regt. 
11-14 May RAF Regt Assoc Spring Social (Nidd 
Hall, Nr Harrogate) 
12 May Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration (Catterick). 
4 Jun * Naming Ceremony (for those killed in 
2011) at the National Armed Forces' Memorial 
NMA Alrewas. 
8 Jun RAF Regt Offrs' Dinner Club Annual 
Reception 2012 (provisional date - tbc) 
15 Jun 63 Sqn RAF Regt Assoc Reunion (Union 
Jack Club, London). 
30 Jun UK Veterans' Day + RAF Regt Annual 
Memorial Commemoration NMA  
19 Jul II Sqn RAF Regt 90th Anniversary 
Families� Day (RAF Honington). 
1 Aug Centurion Journal 2012 - Article Deadline  
26 Oct RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner 2012 RAF Club London 
11 Nov Remembrance Day (Nationwide) 
2013 
31 Jan Corps Operational Review RAF 
Honington. 
1 Feb 71st Anniversary of the RAF Regt. 
1 Feb Corps 71st Anniversary Commemoration 
Service Bury St Edmunds (Provisional). 
1 Feb RAF Regt Operational Review and Corps 
Formation Dinner 2013. 
 
 

******************** 
 Well that�s all for now, keep smiling if 

you can and stay happy.   
 

   Malcolm 

mailto:QCS63FP-OCAFlt@mod.uk
http://www.crowncarveries.co.uk/armed-forces-day-mod
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Thursday 8th September 2011 Branch Night 
Sunday 2nd October     2011 Merchant Navy Day 
Thursday 13th October   2011 Branch Night 
Fri 30th Sep�Mon 3rd Oct  �11 Ass AGM & Reunion 
Friday 21st October    2011 Trafalgar Day  
Thurs 20th-Fri 21st Oct    2011 Arm Car Ass Reunion 

Sunday 6th November    2011 Midlands Fest of Rem 
Thursday 10th Nov    2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 10th Nov    2011 Field of Rem London  
Saturday 12th Nov    2011 Birmingham Poppy Ball 
Sunday 13th November  2011 Remembrance Sunday 
Wednesday 30th Nov    2011 St Andrew�s Day 
Thursday 8th December 2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 12th January   2012 Branch Night 
Saturday 21st January    2012 NEC Meeting Venue TBA 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 70th Ann of the RAF Regt. 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 Branch Subs Due 
Thursday 9th Feb    2012 Branch Night and AGM 
Thurs 8th March     2012 Branch Night 
Thurs 12th April     2012 Branch Night 
Fri 11th-Mon 14th May   2012 Spring Reunion Nidd Hall 
Sat 12th May      2012 Annual Chapel Comm. 
Sat 30th June      2012 Regt Ann Comm NMA 
 

DATES FOR 
YOUR 
DIARIES

MAKE
A

DATE
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