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Dear Readers. 

Branch Subscriptions 
 Yes it�s time again for you to put your 

hands in your pockets and to pay your 
subscriptions to the Branch and to the Association 
but in spite of rising costs, the Association 
subscription has been held at £10.00 and again, 

we�ve also held the Branch subscription at £5.00 

so the total subscription is £15.00.   
 When you consider that the cost of a 
second class postage stamp is now 32p which is 
£3.84 for twelve issues of the Branch newsletter, 
your branch subscription is an absolute bargain. 
 As your subscriptions only leave £1.16 for 

all other Branch expenses, our Branch funds 
really need an injection of cash so if any of you 
could � as many of our members already do �
include a donation to Branch funds when you pay 
up your Committee would be extremely grateful.      
 Now £5.00 for twelve newsletters every 

year is quite a good bargain don�t you think?  So 

if you can, please help to swell our Branch funds.  
And also � please remember to pay up promptly 
for in order to reduce my workload, there will 
only be reminders in the February, and March 
newsletters.  I know we are all getting older and 
forgetful, but it is your responsibility to pay your 
subs so after the reminders in the next two 
newsletters, non-payers will not be reminded 
again and will be removed from the Branch Roll.    
Newsletter Subscriptions 
 I have a list of members of other branches 
and others, who have asked to receive the 
Birmingham Branch newsletters.  The 
subscription for this service is £7.00 per year.   
 So would those other branch members and 
others who have asked to be put onto the 
Circulation List for Birmingham Branch 
newsletters and wish to continue receiving the 
newsletters, please send a cheque for £7.00 as 

above, IMMEDIATELY to THE BRANCH 
TREASURER Tom Magee and NOT to me.  
Reminders will only be given as above, in the 
next two newsletters.  After that, again, to relieve 
my workload, non-payers will be removed from 
the list of subscribers.  Would all members and 

newsletter subscribers please pay your 
Subscriptions immediately. 
 

 Having to chase up late payers is a time 
consuming job and adds to my workload and to 
the workload of the Branch Treasurer.  Please 
make your cheques out to The B�ham Branch, 

RAF Regt Ass.  My sincere thanks to those 
members who have already paid up.   

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
  In the same way, it is most important that 
we remember the dangers that our young men and 
women serving on operations are all facing, so 
please remember the appeal your Branch 
Committee have set up.  So please send any 
donations you may wish to make, to the Branch 
Treasurer Tom Magee and he will pass them on to 
the right place.  With your help, we can continue 
to provide these small comforts and any other 
items that members of the military staff ask us for.   
 We can never get enough goodies for the 
lads, so in the mean time, your continued support 
is appreciated.  If any of you would like to 
contribute items or cash directly for this appeal, 
you must contact Major Ian Cheesman, Officer 
I/C Patient Support Services, or post them to him 
at RCDM, Selly Oak Hospital, Raddlebarn Road, 
Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29 6JD.  If cash, please 
make your cheques out to RCDM � Patient 
Welfare Fund.  
BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more. 
 

4th February David Kelly Chesterfield Derbyshire 
7th February Syd Carey Tewkesbury Glouc 
7th February Ray Harrold Presteigne Powys 

10th Feb Hughie Cooper Stafford Staffordshire 
11th February Albert Weager Coleford Glouc 
14th Feb William Davies Machynlleth Powys 

16th February Ian Smith Shoreham by Sea Sussex 
18th Feb Graham Garvey Birmingham West Mids 

20th Feb George Matheson Lower Hutt New Z 
 

BRANCH DEATHS 
 ROLAND STATHAM.  I regret to 
inform you of the death of Roland Statham.  
Roland first enlisted on 17th October 1040 but as 
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his job at that time was considered to be more 
important, he was returned to his job as a civil 
engineer working for Wilson Lovatt, Civil 
Engineers of Wolverhampton, constructing 
a shadow factory at Marston Green, Birmingham 
and flight test hangers for Stirling and Lancaster 
bombers at Elmdon Airport.  
 On the outbreak of the war the Air 
Ministry requisitioned Elmdon Airport and built a 
tarmac runway and two hangars.  The field was 
then used for the testing and delivery of Stirling 
and Lancaster bombers which were made at the 
Austin car works at Longbridge, Birmingham and 
assembled at a shadow factory on the site of what 
is now the Elmdon Trading Estate.  The aircraft 
were then finally brought over a special railway 
bridge to the airfield for testing and despatch. 
 Roland later enlisted on 17th May 1941 
and in December 1941 after first serving as a 
Ground Gunner at RAF Andover, was transferred 
into the newly formed 759 Field (later 2759) 
Squadron RAF Regiment.  Whilst in the UK, 
Roland completed several training courses. 
 Gunnery at Morfa Towyn, Wales, 
Wireless at Compton Bassett, Driving at Weeton, 
3" Mortar at Belton Park, Smith Gun at 
Eastchurch - this was combined a with a Naval 
Gun course at Warden Point.  The Squadron was 
then attached to Combined Operations at 
Rothesay and Dunoon, Isle of Bute, Scotland. 
 In October 1943 2759 Squadron arrived at 
the Worla Reception Centre, Bombay, India and 
from there was sent on a seven day railway 
journey to the RAF Regiment Training Depot at 
Secunderabad, in New Hyderabad in Central 
Southern India.  On 11th November, another train 
journey saw the Squadron arriving at Calcutta.   
 On 28th November the Squadron was at 
Chittagong, on 3rd December at Chiringa, on 21st 
December at Cox's Bazaar, on 20th January 1944 
at Bawli Bazaar and Arakan Aera, on 7th April at 
Meiktila, 10th April at Thedan, 25th April at 
Thazi-Tennant -Tongoo All Weather Airstrip at 
the start of the Monsoon.  Then on the move most 
days with Army units, finally arriving at 
Mingladon Airfield, Rangoon on 29th August 
1944.  Whilst at Mingladon Airfield, Roland had 
the privilege with Support Flight, of providing 
ther Guard of Honour for the Surrender Ceremony 
of Japanese officers.   
 The concurrent Battle of Meiktila and 
Battle of Mandalay were decisive battles near the 

end of the Burma Campaign.  Collectively, they 
are sometimes referred to as the Battle of Central 
Burma.  Despite logistical difficulties, the Allies 
were able to deploy large armoured and 
mechanised forces in Central Burma, and also 
possessed air supremacy.  Most of the Japanese 
forces in Burma were destroyed during the battles, 
allowing the Allies to later recapture the capital, 
Rangoon, and reoccupy most of the country with 
little organised opposition.  
 On 10th October 1945, together with 
Royal Marines, the Squadron sailed,to Malaya on 
the Landing Ship Infantry Princess Beatrix.  It 
then served at Pri, Butterworth Singapore and 
Tenga until 7th November 1945 when Roland was 
posted back to the UK, travelling by ship and 
Dakota aircraft.  Roland was discharged on 1st 
January 1946.  2759 Squadron later disbanded on 
30th April 1946. 
 One of Roland�s most treasured 

possessions is a menu card that is signed by Lord 
Louis Mountbatten, Supreme Allied Commander, 
South East Asia Command.  The menu card also 
has printed on it the �Order of the Day� signed by 
Major-General Orde Charles Wingate that was 
issued to the Chindit columns as they crossed the 
River Chindwin, to take the battle to the enemy, in 
February 1942. 
 Roland�s funeral service was held at 3.30 
p.m. on Friday 11th February 2011 at Coleshill 
Parish Church where he was later buried.  Family 
flowers only were requested flowers but donations 
may be made to the Bentley House Care Home 
via the Funeral Directors, Gascoigne�s of 

Coleshill, on BT 01675 462294.  He is survived 
by his wife, Janet, and his children Janet, Sandra 
and Brian, to whom we extend our sincere 
condolences.  The family invited everyone back to 
the Coleshill Hotel for refreshments. 
 The Birmingham Branch was represented 
by the Branch President and RBL Birmingham 
County Chairman Dave Gooding, the Branch 
Chairman Ron Sharp, Branch Committeeman Roy 
Thomas who paraded the Standard, �Jock� 

Melville and other Branch members.  Ron had got 
there early as he had supplied the RAF Ensign to 
drape the coffin and also sorted out the car 
parking at both the church and the hotel. 
 Two other Standards were paraded, the 
Birmingham County RBL Standard paraded by 
Debbie Gooding and the Burma Star Association 
Standard.  Dave had also organised a Bugler from 
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HMS Forward.  The Standard Bearers and the 
Bugler paraded at the door to receive the coffin 
and the mourners and then the Standards were laid 
up just inside the church for the service.   
 A recording of Glen Miller's �In the 
Mood� was played for the entrance of the 
mourners.  There were two hymns, �Amazing 
Grace� and �Morning has Broken� interspersed 
with prayers, a homily, a poem read by the priest 
and very good memories of the man read out by 
his son Brian.  
 The Standard Bearers and the Bugler left 
the church during the last hymn to be the advance 
party at the graveside and so did not get to sing 
the final hymn, or to hear the recording of the 
RAF Regiment Band playing �633 Squadron�.  
The graveside service went well with the Branch 
President giving the Commemoration and the 
Bugler playing �The Last Post�. 
 Afterwards everyone was invited to join 
the family at the Coleshill Hotel for refreshments.  
The family were very good hosts and Roy 
Thomas lost count the amount of times that they 
thanked them for attending and our involvement 
in the day.  My thanks to Roy for this report. 

The Military Times 
 As part of my Christmas present from one 
of our daughters, I was given an annual 
subscription to a new military magazine, �Military 

Times� and with my interest in military history I 
have found them to be full of useful articles.  I 
recommend them to our politicians who could 
well do with reading them as they do not appear 
to have studied British military history.   
 I freely admit that I am one of those 
people who believe we should not have invaded 
Iraq and we should not be in Afghanistan where 
our brave lads are being killed almost every day.   
 Politicians make wars and then our lads 
have to fight them but if I had my way we would 
bring them all home now.  If our politicians have 
ever read about the history of the Anglo-Afghan 
Wars then they have not learned anything at all 
about it for if they had, they too would bring our 
lads back home.    
 The first issue of �Military Times� was 
published in October 2010 � I had the first three 
issues as back copies � and it contains the first of 
a series of articles about Britain�s Afghanistan 

wars and one of the articles in the first issue is all 
about the first Anglo-Afghan War that took place 

from 1839 to 1842.  But as Major-General Julian 
Thompson said in issue 1;  

 �Back to the strategic level: had those 
who committed British forces to Afghanistan 
in 2006 studied history, they might have 
refrained for doing so.  But then Mr. Blair did 
not believe in learning from the past.  
General Sir Frederick Roberts is credited 
with observing during the 1879 campaign, 
�the less the Afghans see of the British the 

better they will like us�.  The lesson of 
history as far as Afghanistan is concerned, is, 
campaign in Afghanistan if you must, but 
then get out � hit them hard and go.  Do not 
under any circumstances try to change 
anything.  The present campaign is a 
textbook example of the folly of not heeding 
Clausewitz:  �No one starts a war � rather no-
one in his senses ought to do so � without 
being clear in his mind what he intends to 
achieve by that war, and how he intends to 
conduct it��. 

 Given the legacy of previous failure, an 
examination of history is surely an essential 
prerequisite for any policy maker contemplating 
the future of British involvement in Afghanistan. 
EDITOR�S NOTE:  
Major General Julian Thompson 
 Major General Julian Harold Atherdean 
Thompson, CB, OBE (born 7th October 1934 �) is 
a military historian and former Royal Marines 
officer who as a brigadier commanded 3 
Commando Brigade during the Falklands war. 
 Thompson, who was British land 
commander on the islands during the first phase 
of the conflict ashore, has written extensively on 
the Falklands conflict and British military history.  
He is also a visiting professor at the department of 
War Studies, King's College, University of 
London. 
Carl von Clausewitz (1780-1831) 
 The Prussian military thinker Carl von 
Clausewitz is widely acknowledged as the most 
important of the major strategic theorists.  Even 
though he's been dead for over a century and a 
half, he remains the most frequently cited, the 
most controversial, and in many respects the most 
modern. 
The International Security Assistance 
Force (ISAF)  
 ISAF is a NATO-led security mission in 
Afghanistan established by the United Nations 
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Security Council on 20th December 2001 and it is 
engaged in the War in Afghanistan (2001�
present).  ISAF was initially charged with 
securing Kabul and surrounding areas from the 
Taliban, al Qaeda and factional warlords, so as to 
allow for the establishment of the Afghan 
Transitional Administration headed by Hamid 
Karzai.  In October 2003, the UN Security 
Council authorized the expansion of the ISAF 
mission throughout Afghanistan, and ISAF 
subsequently expanded the mission in four main 
stages over the whole of the country.   
 Since 2006, ISAF has been involved in 
more intensive combat operations in southern 
Afghanistan, a tendency which continued in 2007 
and 2008.  Attacks on ISAF in other parts of 
Afghanistan are also mounting. 
 ISAF is in the situation of wanting to leave 
Afghan security to Afghanistan Government 
forces but finding themselves forced to remain in 
support of the new regime.  Without a clear, 
measurable objective, western forces could find 
themselves fighting �rearguard� actions for years 

to come as they try to leave Afghanistan in a state 
where they could withdraw forces. 
The Anglo-Afghan Wars 
 Over the years I have published many 
articles about the Anglo-Afghan wars and I well 
remember publishing one about the first Anglo-
Afghan War that culminated in the retreat from 
Kabul when only one survivor arrived in Jalalabad 
bringing the news of a terrible British defeat.   
 In 1843, the British army chaplain the Rev 
G.H. Gleig wrote a memoir of the disastrous 
(First) Anglo-Afghan War, of which he was one 
of the very few survivors.  He wrote that it was "a 
war begun for no wise purpose, carried on with a 
strange mixture of rashness and timidity, brought 
to a close after suffering and disaster, without 
much glory attached either to the government 
which directed, or the great body of troops which 
waged it.  Not one benefit, political or military, 
was acquired with this war. Our eventual 
evacuation of the country resembled the retreat of 
an army defeated�. 
 And in an article in the second issue of 
Military Times by ex-SAS soldier and best-selling 
author of �The Circuit� and other military books, 

Bob Shepherd wrote the following. 
******************** 

 �As in the First and Second Gulf Wars, 
Britain did not deploy troops to Afghanistan 

because sovereign territory was under threat, 
or any sense of morality compelled it.  We 
went to war because the United States did....  
 The argument that we are in 
Afghanistan to defend our ashore against 
terrorists is nothing more than bogus 
propaganda passed down by the Bush 
Administration.  If anything, our involvement 
has mid-wifed a generation of home-grown 
Islamic militancy.... 
 It is time our leaders acknowledged that 
military involvement in Afghanistan has done 
more to undermine Britain�s standing in the 

world than enhance it.  Indeed, while we 
have been draining the public coffers to fund 
our NATO commitment, China has been 
striking deals to develop Afghanistan�s 

considerable mineral and fossil-fuel deposits. 
 Despite having never fired a shot in 
anger in Afghanistan, China is the one 
foreign power making a killing there.  British 
soldiers may be dying in Afghanistan to 
secure China�s future prosperity.... 
 In the meantime, we can easily meet the 
Government�s cost-cutting targets by 
withdrawing our troops from Afghanistan 
right now.  Not only would that save billions 
immediately � it would save British lives�. 

EDITOR�S NOTE: 
Bob Shepherd 
 Bob Shepherd is the British author of �The 

Circuit�, a non-fiction account published in 2008 
of the defence industry contracts spawned out of 
the Iraq conflict.  After nearly twenty years of 
SAS operations, Bob Shepherd retired from the 
military to work as an adviser on the international 
commercial security circuit - simply referred to by 
it members as The Circuit. 
 As a member of the SAS, Bob participated 
in operations including the Iranian embassy siege 
in London, the Falklands War, the First Gulf War 
and Bosnia.  He joined the Circuit in 1994, 
making him one of a handful of working security 
advisors to have witnessed the Circuit's 
transformation from a niche business catering 
primarily to executives, royalty and the super rich 
to a multi-billion pound military appendage. 
BRITAIN�S AFGHANISTAN WARS 
Defeat in the First Anglo-Afghan War 1939-
1942 
 Until January 1842, the idea that an 
unorganised band of Afghan hillmen could defeat 
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the mighty Anglo-Indian Army would have been 
considered absurd.  Yet, on the thirteenth of that 
month, when the lone and ravaged figure of Dr 
William Bryden on a dying horse arrived at 
Jalalabad, he brought with him the news that 
would destroy the myth of British invincibility in 
Asia.  The retreating British forces first had to 
cross the Kabul River and despite the safe-passage 
the British had been granted, they were attacked 
by Ghilzai warriors as they struggled through the 
snowbound passes.  The evacuees were harassed 
down the 30 miles of treacherous gorges and 
passes lying along the Kabul River between Kabul 
and Gandamak, and were massacred at the 
Gandamak pass before the survivors reached the 
besieged garrison at Jalalabad.  
 The force had been reduced to fewer than 
forty men by a withdrawal from Kabul that had 
become, towards the end, a running battle through 
two feet of snow.  The ground was frozen, the 
men had no shelter and had little food for weeks. 
 Of the remaining weapons possessed by 
the survivors, there were approximately a dozen 
working muskets, the officers' pistols and a few 
swords.  The remnants of the 44th were all killed 
except Captain James Souter, Sergeant Fair and 
seven soldiers who were taken prisoner.  
 The only Briton to reach Jalalabad was Dr. 
William Brydon.  Crossing the icy Kabul River 
was a terrible experience where many in the 
fleeing column died.  It was commemorated by 
Rudyard Kipling in the following poem, �Ford O� 

Kabul River�. 
Ford O' Kabul River 

Kabul town's by Kabul river -- 
Blow the bugle, draw the sword -- 

There I lef' my mate for ever, 
Wet an' drippin' by the ford. 

 
Ford, ford, ford o' Kabul river, 
Ford o' Kabul river in the dark! 

There's the river up and brimmin',  
an' there's 'arf a squadron swimmin' 

'Cross the ford o' Kabul river in the dark. 
 

Kabul town's a blasted place -- 
Blow the bugle, draw the sword -- 

'Strewth I sha'n't forget 'is face 
Wet an' drippin' by the ford! 

 
Ford, ford, ford o' Kabul river, 
Ford o' Kabul river in the dark! 

Keep the crossing-stakes beside you,  
an' they will surely guide you 

'Cross the ford o' Kabul river in the dark. 
 

Kabul town is sun and dust -- 
Blow the bugle, draw the sword -- 

I'd ha' sooner drownded fust 
'Stead of 'im beside the ford. 

 

Ford, ford, ford o' Kabul river, 
Ford o' Kabul river in the dark! 
You can 'ear the 'orses threshin',  
you can 'ear the men a-splashin', 

'Cross the ford o' Kabul river in the dark. 
 

Kabul town was ours to take -- 
Blow the bugle, draw the sword -- 

I'd ha' left it for 'is sake -- 
'Im that left me by the ford. 

 

Ford, ford, ford o' Kabul river, 
Ford o' Kabul river in the dark! 
It's none so bloomin' dry there;  

ain't you never comin' nigh there, 
'Cross the ford o' Kabul river in the dark? 

 

Kabul town'll go to hell -- 
Blow the bugle, draw the sword -- 

'Fore I see him 'live an' well -- 
'Im the best beside the ford. 

 

Ford, ford, ford o' Kabul river, 
Ford o' Kabul river in the dark! 
Gawd 'elp 'em if they blunder,  

for their boots'll pull 'em under, 
By the ford o' Kabul river in the dark. 

 

Turn your 'orse from Kabul town -- 
Blow the bugle, draw the sword -- 

'Im an' 'arf my troop is down, 
Down an' drownded by the ford. 

 

Ford, ford, ford o' Kabul river, 
Ford o' Kabul river in the dark! 
There's the river low an' fallin',  

but it ain't no use o' callin' 
'Cross the ford o' Kabul river in the dark. 

Defeat in the Second Anglo-Afghan War 
1878-1880 
 Britain�s second invasion of Afghanistan 

was as unsuccessful as the first and ended in 
another military disaster at Maiwand very similar 
to that of the first Anglo-Afghan War. 
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A Battle of the Second Afghan War by Grant 
Sebastian Nell.  Sourced from �The Road to 

Kabul The Second Afghan War 1878 � 1881� 
by Brian Robson. 
 The Battle of Maiwand took place on 27th 
July 1880, between the Afghan forces of Ayub 
Khan and a British Brigade commanded by 
General Burrows.  Receiving news that Ayub 
Khan planned to move against British-held 
Kandahar, the Wali of Kandahar requested that a 
brigade be dispatched to Girishk, on the river 
Helmund, to bolster his own authority in the 
region.  A brigade was assembled and moved off 
on 5 July.  It consisted of 2,500 men and 6 guns.  
The brigade was commanded by General 
Burrows, who had spent most of his career as a 
staff officer and seen very little active service.  It 
was encumbered with a large baggage train, the 
officers of the native regiments were new, several 
of the regiments were comprised largely of 
recruits, and it was the height of the fierce Afghan 
summer. 
 On 11th July, at Girishk, it fought a brief 
action against the walis mutinous troops as they 
fled across the Helmund to link up with Ayub 
Khan. The bulk of the deserters succeeded in 
escaping.  The Helmund was easily fordable, 
offering no barrier to Ayubs army, and the brigade 
was far from the support of Kandahar.   
 Burrows withdrew to Khushk-i-Nakhud, 
about halfway between Girishk and Kandahar.  He 
reached it on the 17th - Ayubs forces reached 
Girishk on the same day.  Burrows then received 
orders to prevent Ayub marching to Ghazni.  
Uncertain of Ayubs intended line of march, he 
dispatched cavalry patrols to scour the 
surrounding areas.  It dawned on Burrows that 
Ayub would march to Ghazni by way of 
Maiwand.  Burrows marched for Maiwand on the 
27th at 6;30am: delays in mustering the baggage 
train meant that the brigade did not move until 7 
am.  By 10 am, large numbers of Afghans were 
seen ahead of the trudging column: the two armies 
had stumbled into each other. 
The Battle of Maiwand 
 The British took up position on a flat 
plain, with a ravine on their right flank, running 
north-easterly, from which a sub-ravine ran 
northwest toward the Afghan army.  The baggage 
was stationed to the south, at the village of 
Mandabad.  The paucity of numbers meant that 
the brigade had no reserve: the cavalry were 

dispersed in pockets behind the firing line.  
Excluding the baggage guard, the total number of 
men in the firing line did not exceed 1,900.  
Against them, 10 - 15,000 Afghans, with 34 guns, 
commenced their attack. 
 The battle opened with an artillery contest 
in which the British were totally outclassed.  The 
raw Native regiments were particularly badly 
shaken by this pounding.  Afghans began to 
trickle down the ravine on the right flank of 
Burrows position, and engaged the baggage 
guard.  Ayub hauled 2 guns down the subsidiary 
ravine and hammered the British centre.  At 2.30 
pm, a ghazi charge smashed into Burrow's centre 
and left flank.  The natives on the left crumpled, 
whilst the grenadiers in the centre made a failed 
attempt to form square.   
 In at attempt to salvage the situation, 
Burrows ordered a cavalry charge: but the cavalry, 
already shaken by the casualties they had 
sustained, failed to push the charge home.  After 
pausing to hack down a knot of ghazis inside the 
shattered remnants of the grenadier square, they 
retired without orders.  They could not be induced 
to charge again, but instead fell back to cover the 
retreat of the brigades artillery. 
 The rout began. The 66th, which had 
formed Burrows right flank and was by far the 
steadiest of his troops, halted and made a stand at 
the village of Khig, across the ravine to the north 
of Mandabad.  One hundred men of the 66th were 
cut off and made a final heroic fight (accompanied 
by the regimental mascot, a dog named Bobbie).  
Bobbie, although wounded, managed to escape 
and rejoined the survivors of the brigade the 
following day. 
 By 3pm, the army was in headlong flight 
toward Kandahar.  The cavalry did little to cover 
the retreat and suffered only slight casualties.  
British losses amounted to 21 officers and 948 
men killed.  Ayub, who failed to press home the 
pursuit with any real vigour (if he had, it is 
unlikely that any of the brigade would have made 
it back to safety), lost 3,000 men.  The disaster at 
Maiwand signalled the end of the Second Afghan 
War.  It is sobering to note that Maiwand is to be 
found in Helmand Province and the Afghans had 
successfully defended their independence against 
the British Empire for the second time. 
The Third Anglo-Afghan War 
 The Third Anglo-Afghan War began on 6th 
May 1919 and ended with an armistice on 8th 
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August 1919.  While it was essentially a minor 
tactical victory for the British in so much as they 
were able to repel the regular Afghan forces, in 
many ways it was a strategic victory for the 
Afghans.  For the British, the Durand Line was 
reaffirmed as the political boundary between 
Afghanistan and British India and the Afghans 
agreed not to foment trouble on the British side.  
In the aftermath, the Afghans were able to resume 
the right to conduct their own foreign affairs as a 
fully independent state 
 Deciding the outcome of the Third Anglo-
Afghan War is somewhat difficult.  Ostensibly, by 
virtue of the fact that the British repulsed the 
Afghan invasion and drove them from Indian 
territory and that Afghan cities felt the weight of 
the Royal Air Force's bombers, the result of the 
conflict was a British tactical victory.  
 However, in achieving this, the British and 
Indian troops suffered almost double the amount 
of casualties that the Afghans suffered, and so it 
was perhaps a strategic victory for the Afghans.  
Therefore at best it can only be seen as a minor 
tactical victory for the British. 
The Fourth Anglo-Afghan War 7th 
October 2001- To Date 
 The War in Afghanistan began on October 
7th 2001 as the US Armed Forces' Operation 
Enduring Freedom was launched, along with 
British Armed Forces, in response to the 
September 11th attacks on the United States.  The 
UK has, since 2002, led its own military 
operation, Operation Herrick, as part of the same 
war in Afghanistan.  The character of the war 
evolved from a violent struggle by Coalition 
forces against Al-Qaeda and its Taliban 
supporters to a complex counterinsurgency effort 
by Coalition forces against Afghans who claim to 
be trying to expel those Coalition forces.  The war 
has killed thousands of people, many of which 
have been civilians.   
 Britain has a long and unhappy history of 
intervention in Afghanistan.  There was the First 
Anglo-Afghan War of 1838�42, where the 
massacre of the British garrison in Kabul was 
followed by brutal reprisals.  Then came the 
Second Anglo-Afghan War (1878�79), when 
much the same happened.  By the time of the 
Third Anglo-Afghan War in 1919 we were using 
aerial bombardment. 
 Now British troops are in Afghanistan 
again.  The current war, which started in October 

2001 when the US, UK and their allies removed 
the government in Kabul, has been running for 
longer than any of the previous conflicts.  The 
conflict has escalated greatly in the last three 
years and British casualties are now running at the 
highest level during this 4th Anglo-Afghan war. 
 At the start of the current war in 
Afghanistan, the then Defence Secretary John 
Reid described their task as establishing 
democracy, ending terrorism, achieving security 
in the south of Afghanistan, helping the Afghan 
economy and dealing with poppy destruction.  He 
did not say what they are doing after lunch.   
 John Reid is of course famous for the 
comment in 2006 �that he expected British forces 
being sent into Helmand would leave again 
�without a shot being fired�. 
Britain�s Major Wars Since 1854 
The Crimean War (28th March 1854 � 27th April 
1856) lasted for two years and one month. 
The First Anglo-Boer War (16th December 1880 
until 23rd March 1881 was a relatively brief 
conflict and only lasted for three months. 
The Second Boer War 1st October 1899 until 31st 
May 1902 was a lengthier war that lasted for two 
years and eight months. 
First World War 28th July 1914 � 11th November 
1918 lasted for four years and four months. 
Second World War 3rd September 1939 � 14th 
August 1945 lasted for five years and eleven 
months. 
Afghanistan War 7th October 2001.  To date, this 
war has lasted for nine years and four months and 
no one knows just how much longer it will be 
before we bring all our troops home. 
 The Vietnam War was a Cold War 
military conflict that occurred in Vietnam, Laos, 
and Cambodia from 1st November 1955 to the fall 
of Saigon on 30th April 1975 and was fought 
between North Vietnam, supported by its 
communist allies, and the government of South 
Vietnam, supported by the U.S. and other anti-
communist nations and therefore lasted for 
nineteen years and five months.  Is the War in 
Afghanistan going to be our Vietnam? 
Deaths and Injuries in Afghanistan 
 As of January 12th 2011, there have been 
2,228 Coalition deaths in Afghanistan as part of 
ongoing coalition operations (Operation Enduring 
Freedom and ISAF) since the invasion in 2001. 
 As of January 1st 2011, British forces have 
suffered 349 fatalities and 1,553 wounded in 
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action, another 2,946 have suffered from disease 
or non-battle injuries.  Of these, 308 British 
soldiers were killed as a result of hostile action, 
while 41 are known to have died either as a result 
of illness, non-combat injuries or accidents, or 
have not yet officially been assigned a cause of 
death pending the outcome of an investigation. 
 The vast majority of British fatalities have 
taken place since the redeployment of British 
forces to the Taliban stronghold of Helmand 
province in 2006, as only 5 men died between 
April 2002 and early March 2006.  
 And regarding our politicians as a leading 
article in the Independent said on Wednesday 19th 
January:  

Public interest demands an end to 
secrecy over Blair-Bush war plans 
 �The Independent makes no apologies for 
returning this week to a forensic analysis of the 
events leading up to the 2003 Iraq invasion.  
Though it is almost eight years since the fall of 
Baghdad and the main British protagonist Tony 
Blair, left office more than three-and-a-half years 
ago, there remains a powerful public interest in 
getting to the bottom of how this country ended 
up in this most disastrous of foreign adventures.  
 We learned last month, courtesy of the 
Chilcot inquiry, that Mr Blair's public assertions 
in January 2003 that Britain could legally attack 
Iraq without a second United Nations resolution 
was not compatible with the advice he had been 
given by the Attorney General, Lord Goldsmith.  
 That is the sort of information � Mr Blair 
disregarding the clear advice of the government's 
own top lawyer � that could have brought down 
the Prime Minister if it had been widely known in 
2003.  At the very least it would have been deeply 
destabilising for the government as it locked 
Britain into American preparations for invasion.  
The Chilcot inquiry would inform us better if it 
could.  Yesterday we learned that Sir Gus 
O'Donnell, head of the Civil Service, has vetoed 
attempts by Sir John Chilcot to publish documents 
recording conversations between Mr Blair and 
President George Bush in those crucial days. 
 This is deeply regrettable.  Sir Gus argues 
that future prime ministers will not speak freely to 
US presidents if this correspondence is made 
available now.  That seems overly fastidious.  The 
Chilcot panel has seen the documents and clearly 
feels there is a public interest in their release. 

 And so there is.  There is a public interest 
in learning from Mr Blair's mistakes, from the 
loose manner in which he made the case for war, 
to his slippery attitude to legal advice, to his 
supine stance before a US president intent, come 
what may, on invasion�. 

Democracy and the Arab World 
 There are no democracies in the Arab 
world but with what is happening in Tunisia, 
Egypt, the Yemen and other Middle East Arab 
countries, is this situation about to change?  There 
is a very uncertain future for the region.  They 
appear to be agitating for a democratic future but 
with unexpected and sudden change there is 
always the �law of unforeseen consequences� to 

consider and they might end up with yet another 
Arab �strong man�.  Anything can happen but 
some political pundits are now comparing the 
situation in the Middle East as another November 
1989 which saw the ending of travel restrictions 
between East and West Germany and the eventual 
fall of the Berlin Wall.  Are we now seeing the 
beginning of the end of Arab dictatorships?    
 But why is there no Arab democracy? 
Indeed, why is it the case that among the sixteen 
independent Arab states of the Middle East and 
coastal North Africa, Lebanon is the only one to 
have ever been a democracy?  Among the Arab 
countries, Lebanon is the only one that - before 
the civil war that began in 1975 - extended 
reasonably democratic political rights to their 
citizens.  With the current situation in Lebanon, 
they�ve even lost that.  
 Will there now appear new Arab 
democracies in the Middle East or � will other 
Arab �strong men� appear and take over?  Who 

knows but with the Middle East thrown into 
turmoil by a series of cataclysmic events which 
unfolded in the space of a few hours there is a 
great deal of uncertainty and it is very apparent on 
the streets of the region�s capitals.   
 But despite the fear and uncertainty, there 
is a powerful sense of achievement and rejoicing - 
particularly among the young.  At the start of the 
wave of protests in Tunisia which began a few 
weeks ago, very few people would have expected 
to topple a government and a president who had 
been in power for 23 years so quickly. 
 Many of the protesters though feel that too 
much has been sacrificed and too much blood has 
been spilt to let the hope of a democratic future 
fail.  We can only hope that these moderate 
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protesters see their hopes of democratic 
government prevail. 
 The recent Past President of Tunisia, Zine 
al-Abidine Ben Ali, came to power in 1987 
through a constitutional coup and he appears to 
have been removed from power through a 
constitutional coup.  In 1987 the army moved to 
secure stability as an increasingly senile and 
paranoid President Bourguiba threatened to bring 
the country to a political and economic crisis.  
 Now it has moved to restore that same 
stability by removing a president whose person 
and family have become synonymous with 
corruption, growing wealth disparities, and 
political repression.  In Egypt, the current unrest 
has been confined to the cities.  The traditional 
wisdom has always been that Egyptians don't 
revolt simply because they are an agricultural 
society and farmers require stability and patience 
to tend their land.  It is also said that farmers also 
need a strong central government to protect them 
against natural disasters, such as floods and 
droughts but Egypt is no longer an agricultural 
society and also - it is not Tunisia. 
 Then there are other Arab states now 
agitating for more freedom such as Jordan.   BBC 
international recently published an article titled 
"Jordan edging towards democracy", where King 
Abdullah expressed his intentions of making 
Jordan a democratic country.  According to the 
article, President George W. Bush "urged King 
Abdullah, a U.S. ally, to take steps towards 
democracy.  Thus far, however, democratic 
development has been limited, with the monarchy 
maintaining most power and its allies dominating 
parliament. 
 The move towards democracy was 
derailed when parliamentary elections were 
cancelled shortly after the parliament itself was 
dissolved in November 2009 but street protests 
have forced King Abdullah to form a new cabinet 
that will be led by a former general.  It is not clear 
whether the move means the government will 
become more democratic.  As with the rest of the 
Middle East time alone will tell. 
 With the current wave of unrest in the 
Middle East, Israel must be feeling particularly 
uneasy.  Given the region's history, Israelis are 
bound to fear democracy in the Arab world for 
who knows what these changes may bring? 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

National Memorial Arboretum set to 
chalk up record year for new memorials 
 The National Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire believes 2011 will be a record year 
for the unveiling of new memorials.  The 165 
memorials already on site � including the iconic 
Armed Forces Memorial � are set to be 
complemented by at least 40 more in the coming 
months, with new applications from veterans 
associations and other groups now arriving every 
week.   Ten new memorials have been completed 
in the last three months, including the Women�s 

Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) memorial, the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) memorial 
and the award winning Edward�s Trust memorial 

garden.  The Arboretum, which is part of The 
Royal British Legion family of charities, has 
approved the designs for a further 27 memorials 
and plans for 15 memorials are currently being 
considered.  The Arboretum�s curator, Paul 

Kennedy, said:  
 �It is just 10 years since the Arboretum 
first opened its gates and, in this short time, we 
have become a nationally important site and a 
focal point for year-round Remembrance.  The 
increase in memorial applications is warmly 
welcomed and we have plenty of space within our 
150 acres of wooded parkland in which to place 
them.  The coming year heralds a very exciting 
period of development for the Arboretum.  Our 
major fundraising Appeal for new visitor facilities 
is matched by equally ambitious plans to create a 
beautiful new area called �Gardens for All�.  We 

have a long term vision for the landscape and we 
are speaking currently with the organisations 
represented here about their part in the proposed 
scheme.�  
 The £8 million Appeal was launched in 

2009, under the patronage of Prince William, for 
the development of the Arboretum�s buildings and 

the creation of an impressive Centre for 
Remembrance, worthy of those who give so much 
to our Country.  The Arboretum is open every day 
except Christmas Day and is free to enter, 
although donations are appreciated.  Groups 
wanting to represented at the Arboretum should 
call 01283 792333 or email info@thenma.org.uk. 
Future Events at the NMA 
13th February 2011.  Part 1 
Walk for Women at War    
 A themed onsite walk led by David 
Millington of NMA Friends, taking in memorials 

mailto:info@thenma.org.uk
mailto:info@thenma.org.uk
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commemorating the part played by women in 
wartime.  Assemble outside the Millennium 
Chapel at 1.30 p.m. and will take 1 ½ hours.  

Cost: suggested minimum donation of £2.50 per 

person.  Visitor information: Suitable for 
wheelchair users unless very wet.  Contact: 01283 
792 333 or email info@thenma.org.uk for more 
information or to reserve places (limited 
availability) 
20 February 2011 Part 2 
Walk for Women at War 
 A themed onsite walk led by David 
Millington of NMA Friends, taking in memorials 
commemorating the part played by women in 
wartime.  Assemble outside the Millennium 
Chapel at 1.30 p.m. and will take 1 ½ hours.  

Cost: suggested minimum donation of £2.50 per 

person.  Visitor information: Suitable for 
wheelchair users unless very wet.  Contact: 01283 
792 333 or email info@thenma.org.uk for more 
information or to reserve places (limited 
availability). 
Saturday 9th April 2011 
Military Book Fair 
 Meet and buy from specialist booksellers 
including military, aviation and naval titles and 
associated ephemera.  From 10 a..m. to 4 p.m. in 
the Pavilion Marquee.  Cost - £1.00 admission to 

the Fair � free entry to Arboretum, but donations 
welcome.  For information telephone Tony and 
Gill Tiffin (Fair Managers) on 01325 487 274 or <
tony.tiffin@btinternet.com or www.pbfa.org>. 

RAF Regiment Books 
 I am often asked for information about 
books about the RAF Regiment.  The following 
list is of the books that I know of that I am 
regularly adding to.  If anyone knows of any other 
books about the RAF Regiment, please let me 
know.   All the books are listed by their date of 
publication.   

Books about the RAF Regiment 
"Khaki and Blue" the early ground defence of 
the RAF in WW2 by Colonel Ronald Sherbrooke-
Walker TD DL.  Published in 1952 by The Saint 
Catherine Press Ltd.  Now out of print.  No ISBN. 
�A Brief History of the RAF Regiment 1942-
1960� by Air Vice Marshall J. H. Harris, C.B., 
CBE.  Published in 1960.  Now out of print.  No 
ISBN. 
�A Short History of the RAF Regiment� from 
1942 to 1970 with a brief account of the approach 

to the problems of airfield defence in the RAF 
from 1918 to 1942 by Kingsley M Oliver.  Printed 
by Thanet Printing Works in 1969.  No ISBN 
Number and now out of print. 
�The Royal Air Force Regiment � A Short 
History�.  A 40th Anniversary edition.  An 
updated short history of the RAF Regiment from 
1942 to 1982 with a brief account of the approach 
to the problems of airfield defence in the Royal air 
Force from 1918 until the formation of its own 
defence Corps in 1942.  By Group Captain 
Kingsley Oliver and Wing Commander Keith 
Batt.  Published in 1982 by Adlard and Son Ltd, 
Bartholomew Press, Dorking, Surrey.  No ISBN 
Number and now out of print. 
�No Tigers in our Jungle� about life in the RAF 
Regiment in South-East Asia Command 1943/45.  
By ex-Flight Lieutenant Harry Homer. Service 
number 127613.  Published in 1982 ISBN 84 398 
8656 X. 
�The Edges of War� An RAF Regiment Story by 
Tim Hillyar.  About 2804 Armoured Car 
Squadron, from landing in France at the end of 
June 1944, through the fighting in Europe to the 
British Victory Parade in Berlin on 21st July 1945.  
Privately published in 1992 by Tim Hillyar.  In 
1996, he lived at 36, Trefor Jones Court, 
Brookfield Avenue, Dover, Kent, CT16 2QP.  
�The Blue and Khaki Hunters� Privately 
published in a Limited Edition of 500 copies in 
1993 by D F Sampson through Newton 
Publishers.  ISBN 1-872308-34-1.  Can be 
obtained directly from Mr D F Sampson, 17 
Shelley Close, Highcliffe on Sea, Christchurch, 
Dorset, BH23 4HW.  Telephone number 01425 
279206. 
"Below the Bottom Rung" the RAF Regiment in 
Palestine by Edward Grocott.  Published in 1996 
by J and K H Publishing.  ISBN 1 900511 57 6. 
"Through Adversity" the History of the RAF 
Regiment 1942 - 1992 by Kingsley M Oliver.  
Published in 1997 by Forces and Corporate 
Publishing Ltd.  ISBN 0 9529597 0 4. 
"In Adversity" Exploits of Gallantry and Awards 
to the RAF Regiment and its Associated Forces 
1921 - 12995  by Nicholas G Tucker.  Published 
in 1997 by Jade Publishing Limited.  ISBN 1-
900734-08-7. 
With British Snipers to the Reich� by Captain 
Clifford Shore, first published in 1997 by 
Greenhill Books, London and Stackpole Books, 
Pennsylvania, USA.  ISBN 1-85367-292-0.  As a 

mailto:info@thenma.org.uk
mailto:info@thenma.org.uk
mailto:tony.tiffin@btinternet.com%20or%20www.pbfa.org
mailto:tony.tiffin@btinternet.com
http://www.pbfa.org>.
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Flying Officer with 2834 AA Squadron, RAF 
Regiment, after landing in Normandy on 7th June, 
Clifford Shore served through France and 
Germany during World War Two.  
"The RAF Regiment" History, Colours, 
uniforms and Equipment of the RAF Regiment.  
Edited by Stuart Asquith.  Published in 2000 by 
Nexus Special Interests Ltd.  Book Number 
001772.  Foreword by Air Commodore R C 
Moore, MBE, RAF, Commandant General, RAF 
Regiment.  But now out of print. 
"The RAF Regiment at War" 1942 - 1946 by 
Kingsley M Oliver.  Published in 2002 by Pen and 
Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 0-85052-852-6. 
"On the Road to Mandalay" featuring the life of 
the author Randle Manwaring focussing 
particularly on his time with the RAF Regiment in 
the Burma Campaign.  Published in 2006 by Pen 
and Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 1844154971.  
"Constant Vigilance" the RAF Regiment in the 
Burma Campaign by Nigel W M Warwick.  
Published in 2007 by Pen and Sword Books 
Limited.  ISBN: 9781844155002. 
�Gunner�s Tales, Warts and All� by Ron 
Taylor.  This is a collection of stories, myths and 
legends from the RAF Regiment.  A cartoon book 
similar to the Giles cartoon books only all 
Regiment cartoons.   
 A Limited Edition book privately 
published in 2009 at £10.00.  Copies can be 
obtained from Mr. R Taylor, 710A Hern Road, 
Pondersbridge, Ramsay St Mary�s, PE26 2TL.  
Ron can also be contacted on 01733 844817. 
Books containing references to the RAF 
Regiment 
�The Lost Lady� all about the American Bomber 
"Lady Be Good".  No publication date available.  
By Mario Martinez.  Published by Leo Cooper at 
£19.95.  Mentions 2926 Squadron RAF Regiment. 
�Flugplatz Gutersloh�.  A Short History 1937/87 
with references to the RAF Regiment.  Published 
in 1987.  By Gerry Lewis.  Published 1987. 
�The Battle of the Airfields 1st January 1945� 
by Norman L Franks.  About �Operation 

Bodenplatte�  when the Germans attempted to 
destroy the advanced Allied Airfields.  First 
published in 1982.  ISBN 1 898697 15 9.  
Republished by Grub Street in 1994 in an updated 
version. 
�Britain's Modern Royal Air Force� which 
contains a complete chapter on the RAF 

Regiment.  Published in 1994.  By Peter F Guiver.  
ISBN 1 85260 4328. 
�The Autobiography� by Brian Clough.  
Mentions his service at RAF Watchet.  Published 
in 1995.  ISBN 1 85225 198 0. 
  �The Royal Air Force� an Illustrated History 
by Michael Armitage.  Published by 
Brockhampton Press in 1995.  ISBN 1 86019 
8511.  Contains several references to the RAF 
Regiment. 
�Esprit de Corps� by Walter Archibald Elliott.  
A Scots Guards Officer on Active Service 1943 - 
1945.  Published in 1997.  In Chapter 7 it�s about 
the Transfer of RAF Regiment Personnel to the 
Scots Guards.  ISBN 085955 220 9. 
�Sunset in the East� by John Hudson published 
by Leo Cooper in 2002.  ISBN 0 85052 846 1.  It 
briefly mentions The RAF Regiment on page 43.  
Its main interest is the fact that to maintain order 
and to control the nationalist in Java, the author 
employed captured Japanese army personnel.  It 
also gives a lot of detail about the war in Burma. 
�Joint Force Harrier� by Commander Adrian 
Orchard, with James Barrington.  The true story 
of a Royal Navy Fighter squadron at war.  
Published in 2008 by Penguin Books and Micael 
Joseph.  ISBN 9780718153991. 
�One of the Few� by Johnny Kent.  Mentions the 
RAF Regiment on page 184.  Published in June 
2008 by History Press, ISBN Number 
0752446037.  Johnny Kent became the youngest 
licensed pilot in Canada at the age of 17.  He 
grabbed experience and flying hours wherever and 
whenever he could and was constantly on the 
lookout for a career in flying.  His chance came 
when he was offered a short service commission 
with the RAF in the 1930s.  He went on to 
become the leader of one of the most successful 
fighter squadrons in the Second World War.  
Group Captain Johnny Kent's skilful leadership 
helped the famous 303 Squadron to play a 
decisive part in the Battle of Britain, and won him 
the highest Polish military award, the Virtuti 
Militari.  This is Group Captain Kent's own story 
of his life in the RAF, from his struggles as a boy 
in the wilds of Canada to get into the air through 
his experiences as a test pilot at Farnborough and 
his constant efforts to fly wherever the action was. 

http://www.alibris.co.uk/search/books/author/Elliott%2C Walter Archibald
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FROM THE RAF REGIMENT 
SECRETARY 
DEATH NOTICES: 
 GAFF WALTER.  Former RAF Regt 
LAC Walter C Gaff, born 16 Sep 23, died on 10 
Jan 11 aged 87.  He joined the RAF Regt in 1943, 
serving on 2788 and 2969 Sqns RAF Regt in 
Italy, Egypt and Palestine, before being 
discharged in 1946.  He was a member of the 
Norfolk Branch of the RAF Regt Assoc.   
 The funeral was at 11.30 on Tue 25 Jan 11 
at the Earlham Cemetery near Norwich.  Family 
flowers only were requested but donations in his 
name may be made to the Help for Heroes charity.  
He is survived by his wife, Violet, of 9 Peckover 
Road, South Park Avenue, Norwich, NR4 7BL, to 
whom the Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
 WILSON ALAN.  Former RAF Regt Cpl 
Alan Frederick WILSON, born 23 Aug 21, died in 
Australia on 13 Jan 11, aged 89.  He enlisted on 
11 Oct 41 and went on to serve in Germany and 
India before his demobilization on 5 Apr 46.   
 The funeral took place on 20 Jan 11 in 
Shoal Bay, New South Wales, and was attended 
by the local RAFA Branch.  He is survived by his 
son, Barry Wilson of 12 Seawinds Village, Frost 
Road, Anna Bay, NSW 2316, Australia, to whom 
the Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
 STATHAM ROLAND. 
 Founder Member RAF Regiment.  
Former RAF Regt LAC Roland Thomas Statham, 
born 19 Jun 21, died on 31 Jan 11 aged 89.  He 
joined the RAF on 17 May 41 and was assimilated 
into the RAF Regt when it formed in 1942.  He 
served as a Ground Gunner on 2759 Sqn RAF 
Regt for the whole period until the Sqn was 
disbanded and he was discharged in 1946.  His 
operational theatres included Burma and Malaya.  
While at Mingladon Airfield, Rangoon, he 
participated in the Support Flt�s Guard of Honour 

for the Surrender Ceremony of Japanese officers.  
 The funeral was held at 12.30 on Fri 11 
Feb 11 at Coleshill Parish Church, Birmingham 
B46 3AJ.  No flowers but donations may be made 
to the Bentley House Care Home via the Funeral 
Directors, Gascoigne�s of Coleshill, on BT 01675 

462294.  He is survived by his wife, Janet, of 53 
Springfields, Coleshill, Birmingham B46 3EG, to 
whom the Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
NEW NOTICES: 
NEW YEARS HONOURS LIST 2011 
(AMENDED) 
 The following RAF Regt personnel and 
Team are congratulated for their respective 
Honours and Awards in the 2011 NYHL: 
Member of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire (MBE): 
- Sqn Ldr G Donovan Ops Spt (Regt) EU Trg 
Msn Somalia - ex RAF Brize Norton 
AOC in C's Commendations: 
- FS I R M Galloway Gnr RAF Honington - 
SWTF 
- Trg Wg Signals School RAF Honington Team 
Commendation 
AOCs' Commendations: 
- WO N E Dale Gnr RAF Lynham - SWO 
- WO G D Harfield Gnr RAF Northolt/Uxbridge - 
Stn Comm & Spt Off 
- FS D R Betts Gnr RAF Cranwell IOT 
- FS V Rose Gnr RAF Leeming-  609(WR) Sqn 
RAuxAF 
- FS A E Stephens Gnr RAF Lossiemouth - 2622 
Sqn RAuxAF Regt 
- A/FS R J Davies Gnr RAF Halton - SATT Flt 
- Sgt G W Edwards Gnr RAF Honington- RTS(B) 
- Sgt M J Muir Gnr RAF Lossiemouth - 2622 Sqn 
RAuxAF Regt 
- Cpl C S Poile Gnr RAF Halton - Regt Trg Sqn 
GOLD RAF REGIMENT BROOCHES 
 The Regtl Sec holds a limited number of 
very attractive 9ct Gold RAF Regt 'crossed-
rifle/Adastral crown brooches for immediate sale.   
Contact rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk 
for details and an order form. 
RAF REGT MUSEUM - CHANGE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY 
 Responsibility for the RAF Regt Museum, 
based at RAF Honington, has passed from the 
Regtl Sec to Trg Wg.  The new Museum Director 
will be the Trg Wg XO, Sqn Ldr M Donoghue 
(01359 237812) and the Museum Manager will be 
WO I Pollock (01359 23 7416).  Bookings for 
visits etc will be covered by the Trg Wg Orderly 
Room on 01359 237326 or 237923). 
SOUTH ATLANTIC MEDAL ASSOCIATION 
REUNION DINNER - AMENDED DATE 
 The Scottish Branch of the SAMA (for 
those who participated in the Falklands Conflict in 

mailto:rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk
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1982 and who are entitled to wear the South 
Atlantic Medal 1982) will be holding a Reunion 
Dinner on Sat 18 Jun 11 (not 11 Jun as previously 
announced) in the King Malcolm Hotel in 
Dunfermline.   
 Cost is expected to be in the £35 region.  
Details will be announced shortly but all those 
interested in attending are invited to register their 
names with the Regtl Sec who will forward details 
once received. 
SAC LUKE SOUTHGATE MEMORIAL 
BENCH 
 It is planned to sponsor a Memorial Bench 
to SAC Luke Southgate of II Sqn RAF Regt, who 
was killed in Action in 2010, in the Cemetery in 
Bury St Edmunds, adjacent to his grave.  The 
RAF Regt Fund, II Sqn RAF Regt and the family 
are contributing to the cost (which would cover 
the first 10-year period) but a further sum in the 
order of £300 has yet to be raised.   
 Any Regtl organization or individual who 
may wish to contribute to the sponsorship should 
send their donations to the DSC, II Sqn RAF Regt 
at RAF Honington, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk 
IP31 1EE.  Cheques should be made payable to 
the RAF Regt Fund and all donations will be 
acknowledged.   
Regt Biathlon and Cross Country Ski Team  
 The inaugural RAF Regt Nordic Ski 
Team, established in Sep10 enjoyed outstanding 
success at the RAC, RA & AAC Biathlon 
Championships held in Jan 10.  The 
Championships were held at the World Cup 
Stadium in Hochfilzen (Austria) and was the first 
of a series of competitions the Team would 
compete in as it prepared for the National 
Championships, held at Rupholding (Germany).  
 The races consisted of a Cross-Country 
Pursuit Race (7.5km Classic followed by 6.5km 
Free Technique) and a 4 x 7.5km Biathlon Relay.  
Results from each event counted towards overall 
classification and after a week of racing, the 
novice team of Gnr's was placed 6th overall out of 
20 teams of seasoned Army units.  
 Among the successes, Cpl Carrier 
continued to impress, typically placing in the top 
3 in each race, while SAC Sinclair, of II Sqn RAF 
Regt, was consistently the 1st Senior Novice.  
Team success continued when it competed at Les 
Contamines (France) at the 1 UK Div 
Championships.   

 The Team was placed 4th overall after the 
first race, a 15km Classic race, a technical course 
in difficult snow conditions, and continued to hold 
form on the 2nd day, again placing 4th overall in 
the 4 x 10km Nordic Ski Relay.  The RAF Regt 
proven itself to be a worthy competitor in a sport 
the Army considers it's own.   
 The on-going progress of the Team may 
be tracked on Facebook (RAF Regt Biathlon 
Team) and through BlogSpot 
(RAFRegtNordicBiathlon.blogspot.com).  For 
more information on the RAF Regt Nordic Ski 
Team or the RAFBU please contact Flt Lt Paul 
Cassels (ISDN: 95991 7755 or BT 01359 
237755). 
VETERANS' CHALLENGE FUND 
 Former members of the RAF Regt may 
derive some benefit from the Veterans' Challenge 
Fund (VCF).  The VCF exists to help fund 
activities supporting the Government's Strategy 
for Veterans, particularly in the area of Transition, 
Support or Recognition.   It particularly looks to 
provide 'pump prime' money to help start a new 
service/activity etc.   
 It will not support applications that are 
aimed primarily at helping personnel who are still 
serving.  However, schemes that may help those 
leaving the Service, or who have recently left, are 
possible candidates.  'Special interest' groups are 
less likely to succeed than those that help a wide 
range of ex-Service personnel; hence something 
that was clearly an RAF Regt bid may not be 
looked on as sympathetically as something that 
was open to a wider range of veterans.   
 However, the VCF has just had a project, to 
which they allocated significant funds for this FY, 
delayed - they therefore have more money than 
expected as they approach the end of the FY, so 
even something specifically RAF Regt-related 
may succeed.  As such, a sound bid for below or 
around £10K is more likely to be sympathetically 

viewed than for a higher amount. 
Some recent successful bids have been: 
* Funding to support a consultancy helping 

injured ex-service personnel to get jobs (but, 
there was significant discussion about 
whether this duplicated existing provision). 

* Funding (joint funding with DCLG & a 
Local authority) to develop a residential 
home for homeless ex-service personnel (but 
this was for a lot more than we now have 
available in year). 
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* Support to the RBL's Independent Inquest 
Legal Advice Service. 

* A web-based and hard copy directory of 
organizations working to help former 
Service personnel. 

However, some recent failed attempts include: 
* Schemes to help veterans suffering from 

PTSD (generally because of duplication 
with existing support, an absence of NICE-
recognised participants and a tendency to 
assume that every veteran has got PTSD). 

* A number of other schemes looking to assist 
with transition from Service to civilian life - 
because they did not demonstrate any 
awareness of the existing provision provided 
by the CTP or because they had not realistic 
future financial plan. 

* Schemes to assist Service families while 
their husbands/wives are deployed - not 
related to Veterans, so out of scope. 

* Re-unions & battlefield 'pilgrimages' - we 
don't fund social activities etc. 

  

 Details of the fund, the criteria and how to 
submit a bid are all available from the Veterans' 
UK website at http://www.veterans-uk.info/); 
click on the 'V' in the A-Z & it will take you to the 
criteria and the application form.  
SUSPENSION OF WEST YORKSHIRE 
BRANCH - RAF REGT ASSOC 
 The West Yorkshire Branch of the RAF 
Regt Assoc was suspended with effect from 14 
Dec 10.  Formal Notice of Branch Closure was 
issued on 12 Jan 11 for enactment on 31 Jan 11 in 
accordance with the Assoc Constitution and Rules 
(2010).  The Branch, its former Executives and 
Members, therefore, have no authority to conduct 
business, or seek access to units, in the Assoc's 
name.  The former Chairman of the Branch is 
responsible for the execution of the C&R-directed 
Branch Closure requirements, which are to be 
effected in full by 31 Mar 11.  Former paid-up 
Members of the Branch who wish to transfer to 
another Branch or to the HQ Roll should contact 
the Nat Sec at natsec@rafregt.org.uk without 
delay.  All other enquiries should also be directed 
to the Nat Sec. 
RAF REGT REUNION AT AIRPORT 
WEEZE (FORMERLY RAF LAARBRUCH) � 
2012 
 A RAF Regt reunion will be held at 
Weeze International Airport (formerly RAF 
Laarbruch) on the 28 Apr 12.  The reunion is 

aimed at former 1, 58 and 26 RAF Regt personnel 
and ex-Laarbruch GDT Training Staff, but any 
other serving or retired Regt members are also 
invited.  Some 92 people attended the reunion in 
2009, with 46 in 2010, but some 120 plus are 
expected in 2012.  A sight-seeing coach tour 
around the Airport will be held, with a visit to the 
Laarbruch Royal Air Force Museum.  In the 
evening there will be a reunion with BBQ and live 
musik in Weeze.  Some may wish to stay on to 
remember the victims of the Bergen Car Bomb on 
1 May (the 23rd Anniversary).  The organizer is 
Mr Fred Stoddon, who may be contacted at 
fred.stoddon@online.de.  
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
7-14 Feb Lord Wakefield Boxing Championships 
(RAFC Cranwell) 
8 Apr RAF Regt Assoc Spring Social - 
Bodelwydden Castle Hotel, N Wales). 
11-15 Apr RAF Regt Small Arms Meet 2011 
Sniper Match (Bisley Ranges) 
16 Apr II Sqn Reunion (Constitution Club, 
Colerne). - Updated/new date. 
8-14 May RAF Regt Small Arms Meet 2011 
Corps Trg Concentration (Bisley Ranges) 
16-20 May RAF Regt Small Arms Meet 2011  
Corps Trg Concentration (Bisley Ranges) 
12-13 May RAF Armd Car Assoc Spring Reunion 
(Morley Hayes, Derby) - note new date  
14 May Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration (Catterick). 
4 Jun Naming Ceremony (for those killed in 
2010) at the National Armed Forces' Memorial 
(NMA Alrewas) 
6 Jun RAF Regt Offrs' Dinner Club Annual 
Reception 2011 (Lunch at Belton House, 
Grantham). 
7 Jun Worshipful Company of Security 
Professionals Lunch � NCO Leadership Award 
presentation. 
25 Jun UK Veterans' Day + RAF Regt Annual 
Memorial Commemoration (NMA Alrewas). 
10 Jul RAF Regt Assoc Annual Church Service at 
HM Tower of London. 
1 Aug Centurion Journal 2011 - Article Deadline  
1 Sep CG Commendations Nominations due date. 
30 Sep- 3 Oct RAF Regt Assoc AGM and Annual 
Reunion (Charlton Kings, Cheltenham) 
20-21 Oct RAF Armd Car Assoc Autumn 
Reunion (Morley Hayes, Derby) 
BRANCH AGM  

http://www.veterans-uk.info/
http://www.veterans-uk.info/
mailto:natsec@rafregt.org.uk
mailto:natsec@rafregt.org.uk
mailto:fred.stoddon@online.de
mailto:fred.stoddon@online.de
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The Branch Annual General Meeting was 
held this month and as is usual in our Branch, the 
three executive office positions of Chairman, 
Secretary and Treasurer are each elected in turn, 
for three years.  This year, it was the Branch 
Secretary�s position that was due for election to 

the office.  All the other officers had agreed to 
stand again and they were all were again elected 
to their various offices. The Branch Committee 
for 2009 is therefore as follows. 
PRESIDENT   Dave Gooding 
VICE-PRESIDENT  Peter Swash 
CHAIRMAN   Ron Sharp 
SECRETARY   Malcolm Baldwin 
TREASURER   Tom Magee 
MINUTE SECRETARY  Ken Bridgwood 
BRANCH QM  Tom Magee 
PRO/SOCIAL SEC.  Michael Beard 
RESEARCH CO-ORD Hughie Cooper 
FINANCIAL AUDITORS Trev & Joan Round 
  

 Our thanks to all the Branch Officers for 
again putting themselves forward to serve the 
Birmingham Branch in their various offices.   
 Well that�s all for now, keep smiling if 

you can and stay happy.   
 

Malcolm 
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Thursday 10th March     2011 Branch Night 
Fri 8th-Mon 11th April    2011 Spring Reunion W/end 
Thursday 14th April       2011 Branch Night 
Saturday 16th April     2011 11 Squadron Reunion 
Thursday 12th May    2011 Branch Night 
Thurs 12th-Fri 13th May 2011 Arm Car Ass Reunion 
Saturday 14th May    2011 Regt Chapel Comm.n 
Saturday 4th June     2011 Naming Cerem NMA 
Thursday 9th June    2011 Branch Night 
 

Thursday 16th June     2011 23rd Ann B�ham Branch 
Monday 20th June     2011 Vet�s Day at Bot Gds 
Saturday 25th June     2011 Regt Mem Comm NMA 
Thursday 14th July    2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 11th August    2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 8th September 2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 13th October   2011 Branch Night 
Fri 30th Sep�Mon 3rd Oct  �11 Ass AGM & Reunion 
Thurs 20th-Fri 21st Oct    2011 Arm Car Ass Reunion 
Thursday 10th Nov    2011 Branch Night 
Friday 11 November    2011 Field of Rem London 13 
Sunday 13th November  2011 Remembrance Sunday  
Thursday 8th December 2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 12th January   2012 Branch Night 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 70th Ann of the RAF Regt. 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 Branch Subs Due 
Thursday 9th February   2012 Branch Night 
 

DATES FOR 
YOUR 
DIARIES

MAKE
A

DATE

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PHOTOCOPIED AND BOUND BY KIND
PERMISSION OF WRAGGE AND CO SOLICITORS

CHAIRMAN 
Ron Sharp     
46 Lightwood Road 
Yoxall, Burton on Trent 
Staffordshire DE13 8QE 
Tel No: 01543 472411 
r.sharpe@homecall.co.uk 
 
MINUTE SECRETARY 
Ken Bridgwood 
29 Claverdon Drive 
Great Barr 
Birmingham 
West Midlands, B45 5HR 
Tel: 0121 357 4242 
Kenbridgwood@aol.com 
 
PRESIDENT 
Peter Swash 
�Mdina� Rowney Green Lane 
Rowney Green 
Redditch 
Worcestershire, B48 7QF 
Tel No: 01527 60870 
peter.swash1@btinternet.com 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
OFFICER/SOCIAL SEC 
Michael Beard 
21 Abingdon Road 
Bloxwich, Walsall 
West Midlands 
WS3 2SX 
Tel: 01922 491453 
 

TREASURER 
Tom Magee 
11 Pavilion Avenue 
Smethwick, Warley  
West Midlands, B67 6LA 
Tel: 0121 429 5635 e-mail 
rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk 
 
STANDARD BEARER 
Dave Gooding 
31 Queen Elizabeth Road 
Rubery, Rednal 
Birmingham 
West Midlands B45 0NE 
Tel: 0121 604 4637 
legionaire480@msn.com 
 
RESEARCH CO-ORD/ 
LINK-UP DATA BASE 
Hughie Cooper 
11 Sandringham Close 
Baswich Lane 
Stafford, ST17 0AB 
Tel: 01785 242269 
loz@monarchs.freeserve.co.uk 
 
FINANCIAL AUDITOR 
Joan Round     
7 Board School Gardens 
Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY3 1XA 
Tel: 01902 672597 

SECRETARY 
Malcolm A Baldwin 
61 Pear Tree Crescent 
Solihull Lodge, Shirley 
Solihull, B90 1LE 
Tel: 0121 608 3791 
Baldwinmalc@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
BRANCH 
QUARTERMASTER  
Tom Magee 
11 Pavilion Avenue 
Smethwick, Warley  
West Midlands, B67 6LA 
Tel: 0121 429 5635   e-mail 
rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT AND RBL 
LIAISON OFFICER 
Dave Gooding 
31 Queen Elizabeth Road 
Rubery, Rednal 
Birmingham, B45 0NE 
Mob: 077597 36879 
legionaire480@msn.com 
 
FINANCIAL AUDITOR 
Trevor Round     
7 Board School Gardens 
Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY3 1XA 
Tel: 01902 672597 
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