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This issue of Chapter Chatter is dedicated to Iain Purves without whom so 

much would have remained undone. 
	

 
 

 
Iain Purves was a mainstay in the operation and affairs of this Chapter from the founding 
meeting in 2002 until the beginning of his final illness on the 14th of May. At different 
times during those 15 years he held the positions of President, Secretary and Editor of 
the Chapter Chatter.  
 
Iain performed all of his roles with dedication and enthusiasm and did an excellent job in 
all of those positions. As a result, he was presented with the RAF Regiment 
Commandant General’s Commendation in 2011, an award he truly deserved.   
 
Under Iain’s guidance our Newsletter expanded to become an eight-page publication, 
published regularly once a quarter. Each issue provided a wealth of interesting 
information, much of it drawn from member’s memories of their life in the service. He 
kept us up to date with what was happening in the Chapter, the RAF Regiment 
Association in the UK and in the current RAF Regiment.  
 
Every member of the Chapter benefited from Iain’s natural warmth and friendliness. He 
worried about everyone’s welfare, no matter where we lived.  
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His friendliness, combined with his willingness to go the extra mile, increased our profile 
with the other Branches and leadership of the Association in the UK. In fact Iain’s circle 
of acquaintances, located all over Britain and Canada, would put most of our “Friends 
Lists” to shame. 
 
At the Celebration of Iain’s life on 25 Aug 17, President David Jeffrey talked, amongst 
other things, about his travels to the UK with Iain. He recalled Iain’s roguish sense of 
humour with a tale about a stop near Flodden battlefield. Iain convinced David that the 
Scots had beaten the English when he knew well that the opposite was true. 
 
Former President Frank Mills, speaking at the same event, spoke about Iain’s 
membership of 447 Wing and his reminder to bring steel helmets to Thursday meetings 
because the lights never stopped swinging, the floor was covered in sand, there were 
lots of jungle sounds - and lots of laughter.    
 
We will remember him with fond memories and his loss is felt by us all. 
 
Message	from	Marion	
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say ‘Thank You’ to the many members who have 
sent cards and words of comfort during Iain's sudden illness and passing.  Your support 
gave me the strength to face each day and I appreciated knowing that Rocks would do 
what Rocks always do, come together and close ranks around a fallen comrade.  It was 
heart-warming to see that the cards and letters came from the length and breadth of the 
country as well as the U.S. and U.K. Iain touched many hearts during his time with us. 
 
Marion Purves 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
President’s	Message	
 
I am sure most of you now know of the 
passing of Iain Purves and of Brian 
Patten, both members of the Chapter 
executive. Iain especially known for his 
work within the Chapter has left some 
very large shoes to fill. Brian also known 
for his participation in Chapter events 
and later as our “Sick and Visiting” 
executive member, sadly passed just 
prior to Iain.  
 
I also have to report that Marion, Iain’s 
widow, has decided to leave the position 
of Membership Secretary after the 
A.G.M. and concentrate on the 
restructuring of her life now that Iain has 
gone. I have assured her that I fully 
understand and accept her position. She 
will always be fondly remembered, not 

only for the time she put into the 
maintenance of the membership list but 
also for her friendly smiling face at all 
Chapter events. She had a knack of 
being there at just the right time with 
Iain’s camera at either the Dressing of 
the Graves ceremony at Mount Hope, 
Chapter lunches or dinners and the 
November 11th ceremony at Hamilton 
Warplane Heritage Museum. Thank you 
so much Marion for the time you have 
given us. 
 
Another executive member, Director 
Willie Wood has also advised me of his 
resignation from the Chapter for 
personal reasons. Willie had looked 
after our “Kit Shop” for the last 18 
months and will have returned all unsold 
items to me by the time you will be 
reading this. Thank you Willie for 
standing by me at the time of our rapid 
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change of executive in the Spring of last 
year. I wish you well in your future 
endeavours.  
 
You will see in a subsequent column 
that Jim Stewart has agreed to become 
Editor of the Newsletter. The telephone 
calls between Ontario and British 
Columbia, the e-mails and passing of 
information has been fast and furious to 
say the least. A three-way dialogue 
between Jim, Marion and myself to 
ensure the continuance of Chapter 
Chapter is proof that the Regiment 
Motto, Per Ardua is still within us as an 
edict to live by. I fully believe that Jim’s 
input and style of writing bode well for 
the future.  
 
So what of the future?  At this time there 
are only two members of the executive 
who will continue beyond the A.G.M. 
This cannot continue. Your membership 
within the Chapter means taking a 
critical look at what will happen next. To 
paraphrase a statement made by many 
in the past, including the late U.S. 
President J. F.  Kennedy, “Think not 
what the Chapter can do for you but 
what can you do for the Chapter”.  
 
I know that Jim is actively seeking help 
in adding new members and I am 
approaching others to join the team but 
we are cognizant of the fact that, as the 
old adage goes, “One volunteer is worth 
ten pressed men!” Won’t you consider 
offering your services for your 
comrades?  
 
Where you live in Canada does not 
preclude you from membership on the 
executive. Jim and I, as you know, are 
thousands of km apart but modern 
technology is our saviour!  
 
The Chapter A.G.M. is scheduled for the 
7th October. Details are included at the 
end of the Newsletter.  
 

I have personally contacted those within 
reasonable driving distance to attend the 
A.G.M. where elections or appointments 
will be made. 
 
Per Ardua,  
 
David Jeffrey  
	
Editor’s	Notes				
 
I’m somewhat intimidated at the 
prospect of trying to fill the very large 
shoes left by Iain Purves. Like you, I 
imagine, I feel as if I’ve lost a friend. 
However to honour his memory I believe 
we must keep moving forward with the 
things he had put in place. 
 
That’s why I’ve volunteered to compile 
and issue the Chapter Chatter.  
 
Before going any further I want to thank 
Iain’s wife Marion. Despite everything 
she has had to deal with she has taken 
time to help me and encourage me. I 
really appreciate her kindness. 
 
While this issue is a little more skimpy 
than you have become accustomed to, 
President Dave and I felt that it was 
important not to allow any more time to 
pass without an issue of Chapter 
Chatter. 
 
We want to make future issues as 
interesting as Iain’s ones - and for that 
we need your help. Dig deep in your 
memory for stories about your 
experiences, help us watch for news 
about the Regiment in the UK press or 
on social media. Suggest anything, send 
anything and we’ll be happy to work on it 
with you. 
 
Thank you and I look forward to talking 
to you all soon. 
 
Jim Stewart 
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A	Canadian	In	The	Regiment	
 
This the first half of an article, by a 
young LAC Nick Bacon of No. 1 (LAA) 
Squadron, which was published in the 
RAF Regiment Magazine about the 
Autumn of 1965. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was a hot windy morning on the 
docks, Montreal, Canada. The ship, The 
Empress of England, which I was in 
process of boarding, would soon deposit 
me in Liverpool, England. A few hours 
passed, then whistles blew and 
recorded band music came over the 
ships public address system. I was on 
my way. Thousands of streamers were 
attached to the dock and, as we pulled 
away, each one separated until the last 
link with Canada was gone.  
   
The crossing of the Atlantic was fairly 
routine, no storms and very little fog. 
There was something laid on for 
entertainment every night, but six days 
of spoon fed entertainment gets a bit 
much.  
   
Finally, we arrived at Liverpool. The city 
of Liverpool gave me the impression of a 
solid mass of greyness with the sun just 
barely breaking through the murky sky. 
After a month or so of knocking around 
Liverpool area, I decided I had better 
move or die from some horrible 
respiratory disease. This led me to take 
the big step and join the Royal Air 
Force.  
   
I went to the careers Information Centre 
in Liverpool to gather some information 
about the Royal Air Force. The man 
behind the desk in the blue uniform and 
handlebar moustache was about the 

most amiable person I have ever met. 
He couldn’t do enough for me. He gave 
me information on all the wonderful and 
interesting trade groups that were open 
at the time – these were Nursing 
Assistant and Trade Assistant General. 
After looking through the prospects of 
these fascinating jobs, I decided there 
must be something at least half decent, 
that one can do in the Royal Air Force. 
This is when I found out about the Royal 
Air Force Regiment. Basically, I was 
looking for something that would give 
me a fair bit of travel, and a fairly decent 
job. This the Regiment could provide, at 
least that is what the friendly man with 
the moustache told me.  
   
After signing on the dotted line, to 
donate five years of my precious youth 
to the Royal Air Force, I was whisked off 
to Boot Camp. I call it Boot Camp 
because all I learnt was to shine 
footwear, press uniforms and force 
myself into awkward positions on the 
parade square. After six weeks of 
inconvenience, during which I remained 
as inconspicuous as possible to my 
NCO’s I passed out. I don’t mean 
physically but I certainly felt like it a few 
times.  
   
I now had five glorious days leave, 
which I spent in London, seeing and 
doing all the things one sees and does 
in London. The days went all too fast 
and finally it was time to report to the 
Regiment Training Depot, Royal Air 
Force Catterick. All through basic 
training we poor gunners-to-be were 
always being reminded of terrors of 
Catterick, therefore upon arrival we were 
a bit apprehensive of the place.  
 
Part 2 of Nick’s article will appear in the 
next Issue. 
 
 
 
 



	

Chapter Chatter                                           Newsletter of the Canadian Chapter of the 
Royal Air Force Regiment Association 

5	

Up	to	the	Minute	-	Women	To	Serve	
In	RAF	Regiment	For	First	Time	
 
In case you missed it the decision to 
allow women to serve as Gunners has 
attracted widespread attention.  
 
The following article appeared on the 
Forces Network on 13 Jul 17: 
(http://www.forces.net/news/women-
serve-raf-regiment-first-time) 
 
Women are to be allowed to serve in the 
ground close combat roles in the RAF 
Regiment for the first time from 
September, the Defence Secretary has 
announced. 
 
The Regiment was due to open its 
recruitment to women by the end of next 
year, but a recent review of work 
practices found in terms of risks, it was 
closer to the Royal Armoured Corps, 
which is already admitting women to its 
training ranks. 
 
The RAF Regiment is the Air Force’s 
ground fighting force, protecting RAF 
bases, aircraft and equipment at home 
and abroad. 
 
The ban on women serving in close 
combat units was lifted in July 2016 by 
then-Prime Minister David Cameron. 
 
Making the announcement, Sir Michael 
Fallon said: "A diverse force is a more 
operationally effective force. So I’m 
delighted that the RAF Regiment will be 
open to recruitment to women from 
September. 
 
Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Stephen Hillier, said: "The RAF is 
committed to providing equal opportunity 
to all so it's fantastic to be able to open 
recruitment to the RAF Regiment to 
women ahead of schedule. 
 
"We want the best and most talented 
individuals to join the Air Force, 

regardless of their gender, race or 
background. 
 
Since the ban was lifted, female soldiers 
have been allowed to enter the cavalry, 
infantry and armoured corps. 
 
Previously, they were restricted to non-
combat roles. 
 
The changes have been introduced in 
phases, starting with the Royal 
Armoured Corps in November 2016, 
before being completed by 2018 to 
include the infantry and Royal Marines. 
 
However, Army research suggests that 
fewer than 5% of its 7,000 women would 
pass the current infantry fitness test. 
 
The Government has recently 
announced plans to attract more 
women into the Armed Forces by 
offering flexible working patterns to fit in 
with family life.” 
 
The Editor wants to know what you think 
of the decision? 
 
Obituary	–	Cedric	Billington	
 
We lost another old friend, Cedric 
Billington of Hammonds Plain, N.S. an 
Associate Member  of the Chapter, who 
passed away just after Iain.   
 
Cedric was ex Navy, a very enthusiastic 
East Coaster with a great sense of 
humour.  He always had a witty 
comment or two any time Iain sent 
anything out and, like many of you, 
Cedric considered Iain a friend even 
though they never met. 
 
Cedric was a keen member and he also 
will be greatly missed. 

 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

 
Marion Purves 
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Obituary	–	Brian	Patten	
 
It was with sadness that we were 
informed of the passing of Brian Patten 
a little less than three weeks prior to 
Iain’s passing. Brian had been in and 
out of hospital several times during the 
last year and a half, always to return 
with his wry sense of humour and a 
chuckle.  
 
I first met Brian during a visit with Frank 
Mills, who at the time was commanding 
the Argyle Cadet Corps in Hamilton, 
Ontario. This was before the Canadian 
Chapter of the RAF Regt. Association 
was in existence.  
 
A short time after, I was selected to be 
the Chief Instructor for the large bore 
Range Safety Officer’s course being run 
at C.F.B. Borden for the Civilian 
Instructor Cadre. 
 
Who would be on the first course I ran 
but Brian. I was impressed with his 
attitude and knowledge of the subject 
matter and found that he and I were the 
only persons to have been in the 
Regular force, he of course being in as 
he called it “The Dreamy R.E.M.E.” 
    
At the end of the course, the Major 
running the school, asked me to select 
an assistant instructor. Brian’s ability, 
knowledge and the scores he attained 
during each phase of the course, easily 
marked him to be just that man. A 
thorough joy to work with, he and I ran 
the course twice yearly I believe for the 
next two years. 
 
Not long after that, when the Canadian 
Chapter of the Association was formed, 
Frank brought along Brian as an 
associate member. Later, when the 
Chapter joined “En Masse” the Hamilton 
Wing of the Association of the Air 
Forces of Canada, Brian took his place 
at the table, joining the “Thursday Gang” 

for some “lamp swinging” stories of days 
gone by. 
 
Brian eventually came onto the Chapter 
executive so that some of the tasks 
necessary to run the Chapter were more 
spread around. As the treasurer, I found 
that Brian was loath to submit bills for 
cards and postage, stating that it was 
the least he could do for the Chapter! I 
did finally convince him under the threat 
of having to make sure the Financial 
Statement at the A.G.M., was correct.  
 
A fine Gentleman indeed!  Sadly missed 
Brian, R.I.P. 
 
David Jeffrey.   
 
Upcoming	Events	
	
Annual	General	Meeting	
	
Date: Saturday, 7th October	at 14:00hrs  
 
Location: 447 Wing R.C.A.F. Assoc., 
3210 Homestead Dr. Mount Hope, On. 
L0R 1W0  	
 
	
Remembrance	Sunday	
	
Date: Saturday, 11th Nov. at 10:00hrs,  
 
Location: Hamilton Warplane Heritage 
Museum.  
 
Dress :- Assoc.“Blues and Greys” with 
Medals.  
 
Spouses welcome. 
	
Fall	or	Christmas	Luncheon.		
	
Date	&	time	T.B.A.	
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David Jeffrey        (905) 938-2316              
President/Treasurer 
captjay@sympatico.ca   
1 Richelieu Drive,  
St Catharines, ON.   
L2M 2B5 
 
              
TBA  
Secretary   
 
	
Marion Purves 
Membership  
mipurves@gmail.com  
Box 1451, 
Waterdown, ON 
L0R 2H0 
 
                             
TBA  
Director 
 
 
TBA  
Director 
    
                                                   
Jim Stewart        (250)-240-8610 
Director/Chapter Chatter 
jstewart308@gmail.com  
348 Poplar Avenue, 
Qualicum Beach, B.C. 
V9K 1J7 
                                                               

 
 
 
 
 
In an upcoming issue of Chapter 
Chatter I’ll have some pictures of the 
flashes and badges worn by RAF 
Regiment ‘Gunners’ over the years. 
I’ll bet some of the recent ones are 
quite different to the ones you 
remember.  
 
So drop us a line or an email – or 
better still send a photo of yourself in 
BD’s or parade uniform - and tell us 
about your rank or any insignia you 
were entitled to wear. Don’t forget to 
explain where and when you served 
– or add a caption telling us where 
the photo was taken. That could be a 
story in itself!.  
 
Come on guys, think back, put the tin 
helmet on and send us a story or a 
picture – or both!  
 
David Jeffrey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are encouraged to address 
issues and suggestions to any 
member of the Executive at any time. 
Our purpose is to serve your 
interests. 
       
Per Ardua- We Are Bonded 
 


