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President’s Message 
 
    It may be hard to believe that this is the 50

th
  

edition of `Chapter Chatter`. I have almost a 
complete record of every edition except the 
initial edition marked Number 1. The Executive 
noted in the second edition was given as David 
Huggins, David Jeffrey and John May. The 
editorial set up which we are still using today is 
credited to the efforts of Clive Hickson in 
Winnipeg. 
   Much water has flowed over the years since 
our inception so perhaps I might be forgiven if I 
let the pictures tell our story. 
 

 
In this undated photo we see the original group 
of “Rocks” who started our Chapter In the back 
row (extreme right) is ex WO Fred Williams 
 

 
Fred Williams cutting the President’s Cake at the  
inaugural meeting of the Chapter at Victoria 
Park Farm. John May (cream shirt) stands next 
to Norm Hatch with Dave Jeffrey smiling next to 
the late John Rennie. 

 
 

  
Attendees at the Consecration of our Standard, 
at McNab Street Presbyterian Church, June, 
2006  
 

 
CG Peter Drissell preparing to take the Salute 
as our contingent of Nine RAF Association 
Standards and escorts was paraded for the first 
time at the Canadian National Exhibition, August 
2006.  
   The above event was the culmination of the 
efforts of the late Paul Parsons from Scottish 
Branch who almost single handedly organized 
the visit to our Chapter of the Association 
National Standard and the Branch Standards of 
seven of our  Association. Somehow the CG of 
that period, Air Commodore Peter Drissell 
accompanied with Wing Commander (retd.) 
Martin Hooker arrived in time to take the salute 
of a very proud group of “Rocks” who showed 
the Warrior’s Day Parade at the Canadian 
National Exhibition what we were all about!  
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  A smart body of “Rocks” parade in Toronto ‘07      
 

 
Our Standard taking pride of place on the Altar 
at our Chapel in Catterick, 2011. (The second 
time it had been in the U.K.) 
    
   Once again the bond we have within the Corps 
was shown to the Chapter. On arriving at the 
Annual Re-dedication of our Chapel in Catterick, 
Iain was asked to present our Standard along 
with the National Standard on the Altar. Thanks 
to the kindness of “Tich” Taylor and the 
guidance of  John Smart I was able to perform 
that honoured duty. 
    

 
We regularly attend at the Annual “Dressing of 
the Graves” ceremony in memory of the 16 RAF 
airmen who lost their lives here in Canada 

 
      A Cheerful Group at one of our AGM’s 
 

 
Our Chapter and friends at the Remembrance 
Day Service held in the hangar at the old 
Commonwealth Air Training Station, Mount 
Hope  
 

 
               Hands Across the Sea 
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   In the last picture mention must be made of 
the strong bond that exists between Scottish 
Branch and our Canadian Chapter. Initially, 
before I even knew of the existence of any group 
of “Rocks” in Canada I stumbled on a web page 
that mentioned a Scottish Branch.  Contacting 
the site, I applied to join that Branch. Imagine 
my surprise when a few days later an e-mail 
arrived stating that one John Grant knew me. It 
turned out that we had joined the Regiment on 
almost the same day, and here in the photo we 
were again together. We presented Scottish 
Branch with a Memorial Banner, and in return 
you can see John presenting the Canadian 
Chapter with a beautiful Figure of a Gunner in 
full combat gear!  Talk about a ‘Band of 
Brothers” 

 
Our finest hour, when we were asked on behalf 
of the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum to 
supply a combined Guard of Honour with 447 
Wing RCAFA to honour the flight and return of 
the Museum’s World War ll “Lancaster” 
 
   Without your continued support of your 
Chapter, and the friendship we enjoy with our 
friends in the UK, this 50

th
 edition might never 

have been written 
Per Ardua                                Iain C. Purves 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
   Thank you to the members who responded 
quickly to the call for dues. As often happens in 
these cases, some requests get put on the “back 
burner” then tend to get buried in “the list of 
things to do” and I am still awaiting dues from 
five members. HINT, HINT!  Members may 
remember that I have to send a portion of our 
dues to the UK National Treasurer and that time 
is fast approaching. 
Though we have both accounts still in the black, 
I must report that yet again, a few members 
decided to send extra on top of their dues “to 
help with postage” or other such notes. To those 

people, the executive and I give a heartfelt 
Thank you! 
David Jeffrey,                                  Treasurer. 
 
The Traveler’s Story (conclusion) 
 

    As part two concluded, I was to pick up Iain in 
Edinburgh for our trip south to the Honington 
area. We arrived and stayed in a delightful Inn 
called The Pykkerell Inn in Ixworth, just a few 
miles from Honington. The interior fittings, low 
ceilings and narrow twisting staircase up to our 
room almost proved a barrier to my rather large 
suitcase which was getting heavier at each of 
our ports of call! A quick “recce” late in the 
evening had me rehearsed for our next 
morning’s meet with Norm Hatch at the gates of 
RAF Honington 
 

 
 Iain finally made sure that he was at the Depot! 
 
   We arrived, cleared through Security and 
finally met up with our Guide for the day, Bill 
Espie. “Where’s Norm”, we asked. Bill chuckled 
and explained that Norm was already wowing 
the Museum Staff with his stories and had in fact 
arrived an hour before us! We all had a most 
enjoyable tour and were accompanied by 
various Officers who had taken time out of their 
other duties to meet the “Colonials” The 
museum staff were on hand at all times to 
answer our questions and one got the sense 
that they were all extremely proud of how the 
Museum, (now called the Heritage Centre) was 
developing. It is also very obvious from 
comments made by the station Commander that 
the Corps is very much involved in the 
development of the Heritage Centre as a 
learning tool for each intake of recruits during 
their initial training to wear the coveted 
Regiment “Flash” 
  As Iain covered the tour in detail in the last 
issue of C.C., I will now move on to the rest of 
my travels, skipping the meet up with Iain at the 
Field of Remembrance, see last issue.  Sunday 
the 9

th
, saw me meeting Frank Xavier at Horse 

Guards parade where I was most honoured to 
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receive a wreath to lay at the Cenotaph, this 
being provided by the National Management 
Committee and was suitably labelled “From the 
Canadian Chapter, Royal Air Force Regiment 
Association”. 

 
    Dave isn’t under arrest just well protected! 
  Our Association actually led the Parade after a 
special contingent of “D” Day Veterans. It was a 
moment I will never forget. I was pleased to 
meet up again with Ron Barnbrook and his wife. 
Ron being the wonderful host for Iain and I in the 
“Civil Servants Club” just off Whitehall after our 
visit to the Field of Remembrance. 
After the Parade I slowly wended my way back 
to Hornchurch in Essex and to my local Royal 
British Legion branch where it seemed my glass 
never seemed to get empty. On the morning of 
the 11

th
 I attended the Hornchurch War Graves 

Cemetery which among others, contains the 
grave of a Canadian Pilot. I placed a Canadian 
flag and poppy at the headstone and hope one 
day to be able to track down the family so as to 
send them photographs. 
The last few days before meeting Iain again 
were spent visiting friends and also enjoying 
visiting Jimmy “Bud” Childs whom I served with 
on 37 Sqn. in Cyprus and the UK. Jimmy and I 
have remained in contact ever since those days 
and we reminisced many stories over a very 
tasty “Indian” meal on my last night there. And 
so, the next day I was off to Gatwick to stay in 
the Hotel with Iain prior to our early morning call 
to the Airport and Home to Canada.    
                                                       David Jeffrey   
Secretary’s Report 

   Efforts are currently underway to have our 
member’s Service Records and details brought 
up to date.  We are awaiting the results of our 
membership secretary’s efforts. Hopefully we 
will have achieved a complete record to report 
on in our next issue.   

Roy Gourley                                   Secretary 

Sick and Welfare 

   We in the Chapter are indeed sorry to report 
on the passing of our colleague, Terry 
Scattergood. Condolences were sent on behalf 
of the Chapter and the Corps. 

   We also received word on Peter Furby’s 
ongoing efforts to stay as healthy as possible 
during his current bout of ongoing treatment. 
Stay well Pete! 

Brian Patten                        Sick and Welfare 

Ceremonial 

   We have no parades scheduled at this 
moment, our first Parade will be the Warrior’s 
Day Parade at the Canadian National Exhibition 
in August. This will be followed by the Dressing 
of the RAF Graves at Saint. Paul’s,Anglican 
Church, Mount Hope in September.  

Kit 

   We are still awaiting details from RAF 
Honington regarding the new kit shop being run 
by the Heritage Center Museum. We believe 
that a new replacement for the late Derek James 
will be taking on the responsibility, but as yet we 
are waiting on details from the Centre. 

   I will be pricing RAF Regiment Shoulder 
Flashes for our Chapter Memorial Triangles 
which we present to the family of our deceased 
members. If anyone can supply me with details 
of where we might obtain the flashes at a good 
price would they please let me know, many 
thanks. 

Per Ardua                                      Frank Mills 

Membership.   

   Spring at last! We have weathered a brutal 
winter in most parts of Canada, but at last the 
snow is melting and we see an end to the cold 
and snow  in sight. 

   It is with sadness that I report the passing of a 
brave Gunner, Terry Scattergood. He fought 
hard but alas lost the battle. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his wife Patricia, at this difficult 
time. 

   Our Treasurer reported that membership dues 
are still coming in so I will not be able to finalize 
this year’s numbers for a few weeks! Might I 
once again ask members, if you are moving, 
changing your telephone number, or your e-mail 
address, to please let me know. Thank You! 

Marion Purves             Membership Secretary     
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Upcoming Events 

    Your Executive met on March 18
th
 to discuss 

our upcoming events for the year ahead. After 
much discussion regarding the distances and 
cost of having our Spring Luncheon at the 
‘Judge and Jester’ in Grimsby, we decided to 
change this year’s event to 447 Wing on 
Homestead Drive, Mount Hope. 

 

    It was felt that since the décor is purely Air 
Force related, that our Minute of Silence and 
Toast to Her Majesty would be more in keeping 
in that setting. We chose May 2

nd
 as the date at 

13.30 hours for the “Meet and Greet”. The 
luncheon may be chosen from the varied menu 
available and of course you may also choose 
your favourite libation from the “Wing’s” well 
stocked bar! 

   For those of you unfamiliar with the address of 
the “Wing” it is on Homestead Drive, the first red 
light east of Hamilton’s John C. Munro Airport. 

   I will have maps available and these will be 
included with the information being sent to the 
‘snail mail’ members within our local area. 

   Might I also take this opportunity to remind you 
all that everyone is most welcome to join us at 
the “Wing” on the first Thursday of each month 
at 1330 hours. Lunches are available and the 
conversations are most informative! 

    As yet no final date has been selected for our 
upcoming 5

th
 Annual Jim Dennison Car Rally, 

but again the unanimous decision was that 
wherever Dave Jeffrey chooses to guide our 
paths the event is always most enjoyable!  As 
always the event concludes with a light round of 
refreshing tea or coffee and delicacies prepared   
by Vasso and David. Please keep this event in 
mind. How Dave finds the most scenic areas of 
the Niagara Peninsula for us to explore is 
amazing! 

Obituary 

             

                 Terry Scattergood 

       It is with sincere regret that we must report 
on the passing of our member and colleague 
Terry Scattergood. Our first indication that he 
was sick came in a note saying that he was in 
hospital out in Hanna, Alberta some fifty miles 
from his home in Drumheller. The medical report 
suggested that it would be advantageous if an 
electric wheelchair could be obtained to help 
with his mobility.  

   Our Secretary got in touch with the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch Service Officer in 
Terry`s hometown, Mr. Larry Keddie, and efforts 
began to explore the options and funds available 
to satisfy that need. 

   Approaching Christmas we received word from 
Terry`s wife Pat that he was being transferred 
back to the hospital in Drumheller.  
Unfortunately we were to learn that Terry had a 
more serious illness than was first thought. 

   Through the efforts of Mr. Keddie, who it 
turned out was also the family minister we were 
kept informed almost daily of Terry`s condition. 
Like a good Gunner, Terry fought to the end, 
and he passed away on the night of February 
eighth, with wife Pat and son Denis at his side. 

   On behalf of the Chapter a Memorial Triangle 
and cards of condolence were sent, and the 
Triangle was presented to the family by The 
Reverend Keddie with the appropriate poppies 
being placed thereon by members of the 
Drumheller Branch of the Royal Canadian 
Legion, to whom we expressed our heartfelt 
thanks.    To Mrs. Pat Scattergood and son 
Denis we offer our sincere condolences on the 
passing of a husband and father.    ICP                                                                                                                                                                               
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Presentation 

     From our friend Ian Nisbet in the UK who 
keeps us here in Canada abreast of major 
events especially as they relate to the lads of 
Number 1 Squadron there is word of a special 
presentation to our newest Canadian Chapter 
member Amos Miller. 

      

 

        The setting for the presentation 

    It seems that Bill Morris was in Florida for a 
winter vacation and to meet up with his old 
friend Amos “Sunshine” Miller. What better an 
occasion to present Amos with his Pingat Jasa 
Malaysia medal? From all accounts the 
ceremony was held with great dignity! 

 

 

Amos is seen here enjoying the ceremonial 
display by the local Cadet Corps. Quite an 
honour to have a Guard of Honour to go with the 
presentation! 

 

Amos (on right) is seen here being presented 
with his PJM Medal by his old friend Bill Morris.   

   The following story seems most appropriate to 
introduce since both the previous and this story  
are part of our service in that theatre, spanning 
as it did another period of our Corps history 

 Mortars in Malaya 

   During my service with Number 63 squadron, 
RAF Regiment at RAF Tengah, 1962 to ’64, I 
served on the 3 inch Mortar Flight. 
   During that time we spent a lot of our time 
firing the mortars on the Assahan Ranges in 
Malaya. One of our duties was to fire a couple of 
mortar bombs to bracket a target for the 
Canberra bombers to come in on a bombing run. 
 

 
      A Canberra Bomber drops its bomb! 
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           Ready for action on the range 
The idea being that they would drop their bombs 
on the target area we had bracketed with our 
mortar explosions. 
          
   We would also have with us an RAF officer 
whose job it was to fire a signal shot (Flare) for 
the bombers to start their run in. One day the 
RAF officer fired off the shot in the wrong 
direction. 
 
   The result of which was that it started a very 
bad fire on the nearby rubber plantation.    The 
orders came down for our flight to get over to the 
plantation and grab what we could to swat out 
the flames! 
   As any of the lads who were there at that time 
will remember that within minutes many of the 
local population appeared and they too started 
swatting away at the flames. 
 
   Not far from the flames was a New Zealand 
soldier busy polishing his CO’s ‘Land Rover’. 
Our Flight Commander, Flight Lieutenant 
Richard (Dickie) Avens went up to this soldier 
and told him to stop what he was doing and to 
get swatting! The poor lad made the mistake of 
saying to our Flt. Commander, 
    ”I am not in your Army so I don’t have to take 
orders from you”    This was a bad mistake, I 
can’t say what our CO said, as our editor would 
have trouble printing it! Let’s just say the New 
Zealander soon started swatting away with us, 
and the fire was put out!  
                                                       Frank Mills 

(There must be many stories out there just        
like this one from Frank awaiting your efforts. 
Please send them on to me, our proof reader 
and I will do the rest) 
 
RAF Regiment Annual Reunion & AGM 
 
   I have just received the first notice of the 
upcoming AGM and Reunion, to be held this 
year at the Burlington Palm Hotel, Great 
Yarmouth on the weekend of Friday 16

th
 to 

Monday 19
th
. of October, 2015. 

   The weekend package includes three night’s 
accommodation, Dinner, bed and breakfast, 
entertainment. Saturday night Gala Dinner and 
Dance, wine reception, port toast and of course 
a raffle, are all included. 
   That’s not all folks, there will be a coach trip  
for those staying on the two or three night pack- 
ages to the new RAF Regiment Heritage Centre 
at RAF Honington! 
(Believe me it is an eye opener and we will have 
lots of free time to explore the exhibits and meet 
the staff! Ed) 
    Full use of all the hotel facilities are included 
including the use of the swimming pool and free 
parking. 
   Cost is approximately $400 Canadian per 
person for the three night stay as advertised, 
and $320 Canadian per person for the two night 
stay. Both David Jeffrey and myself attended the 
last Reunion in Kegworth and it was an event 
not to be missed we can assure you! 
  If you are interested I have full details including 
the booking form, so please give this your 
earnest consideration. 
                                                              ICP/FX  
Correspondence 
     
    After our trip South it is always of great 
interest to see the pile of mail awaiting our 
attention. This year was no exception and it was 
with great pleasure that I opened a large brown 
envelope clearly marked Digital Images, from 
Terry White at the RAF Regiment Heritage 
Centre at RAF Honington.  
 
   On opening the disc the memories of our visit 
came flooding back. Unless you have had the 
opportunity to visit with Bill Espie and his hard 
working crew of volunteers at the new RAF 
Regiment Heritage Center you really are missing 
out on the very heart of what we are so proud of 
as members of our Regiment. What they have 
accomplished with the space available to them 
is an amazing story of the Corps from inception 
(and before) up to the modern day! 



 

Chapter Chatter                                                                                    Newsletter of the Canadian Chapter of the Royal 
Air Force Regiment Association 

 

8 

 

 
Norm Hatch with his beloved “Caliope Jane” 
   
    The above photograph has almost a 3D effect 
and was taken by the station photographer at 
RAF Honington.  
 
   In a note from Norm regarding his visit he 
wrote; “I was literally stunned by the reception I 
received,------ dumbfounded would be to put it 
mildly! A tip of the hat to all who put forth the 
effort on both sides of the ocean! If my health 
holds, we will be back!” 
Enthusiastic words from a ninety four and some 
year old.  
 
   It is always a pleasure to hear from our friend 
Peter Furby in Sarnia.  Although he has been 
fighting various bouts of cancer over the years 
he is as upbeat as ever.  Enclosed with his 
greetings was a marvellous newspaper cutting 
and story regarding CRAF Pilot  Donald Edy 
who was a POW in Stalag Luft lll during World 
War ll.  
 The “Great Escape” was remembered by Don, 
who saw the remains of the 50 escapees 
brought back into the camp. A raffle was held to 
raise funds for the families of the men who were 
shot In that process. 
     Donald Edy purchased the tunic of a fellow 
pilot  RAF officer, Thomas Kirby-Green. At an 
anniversary somehow  the son of Kirby-Green 
found that someone had purchased his father’s 
tunic. Through the magic of the internet 
somehow the son was able to contact the 96 
year old Edy. Returning the tunic to young Colin 
Kirby-Green took time and custom duties but at 
last the tunic was at home in the hands of the 
family.   Pete writes that he got in touch with Ex. 
Flt Lt. Edy after purchasing his book Goon in the 
`Block` and he is now the proud possessor of a 
signed copy                                                                                                          

                                                
    
Iain Purves            (905) 690-0506 

President/Editor    iama387@netzero.net 
                              Box 1451, 
                              Waterdown, On. L0R 2H0     
                             
 Roy Gourley          (289)-426-1536 
    Secretary                gourleyroy@gmail.com 

                                   88, Sandollar Drive, 
                                  Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0       
    
Dave Jeffrey      (905) 938-2316 
Treasurer                captjay@sympatico.ca  

                         1 Richelieu Drive, 
     St Catharines, ON.  L2M 2B5 
 

Frank Mills            (905)-679-1952      
Ceremonial            irishranger750@gmail.com  
  & Kit                     98 Greentrail Drive’ 
                               Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0 
 
Brian Patten         (905)-388-8288 

Sick/Welfare          Unit 21, 
                              145, Rice Avenue, 
                               Hamilton, On. L9C 6R3 

 

 Marion Purves       (905) 690-0506 
Membership           iama387@netzero.net                              
                               Box 1451, 
                               Waterdown. ON L0R 2H0 
              
   You are encouraged to address issues and 
suggestions to any member of the Executive at 
any time. Our purpose is to serve your interests. 
       
              Per Ardua- We Are Bonded         
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