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President’s Report 
 
   Well we are starting to see an end to another 
winter, and are preparing for another busy year 
in the life of our Chapter. 
 
   On the 1st April 2016 our Treasurer Francis 
Finlay transferred our National Subscription 
Dues to the Association National Banking 
Account, this amounted to $474:54. The annual 
dues have gone up to 12 pounds sterling. We 
were sent the official increase from the National 
Treasurer   informing us of this official change, 
from 10 pounds to 12 pounds. We have three 
Full Members and two Associated Members who 
are still to send in their annual dues. 
 
   This year we are having a change of venue for 
our annual Spring Gathering Luncheon, it will be 
held in the Royal Coachman Pub in Waterdown,  
at the junction of Highway 5 (Dundas Street) and 
Main Street.It will be held on the 14th May, we 
will meet in the Pub at 13:00hrs and start lunch 
at 13:30hrs. I encourage as many of our 
members as possible to attend this get together 
and enjoy an afternoon with your old comrades. 
Dress for this luncheon will be at Members own 
discretion. 
 
   Our AGM will be held in August, date and time 
will be set later, I encourage and challenge our 
members to attend the AGM and let’s get some 
new blood on the Executive Committee, three of 
the members who are on the Committee have 
been on it from when we were established in 
2002. Those members are Iain Purves, Dave 
Jeffrey and I, so please come out and give the 
Committee a few new members. 
 
   Our other activities this year will be the 
Dressing of the Graves of the 16 RAF Airmen 
who gave their lives at RAF Mount Hope during 
training there for WW2 As usual this Service will 
take place at St Paul’s Anglican Church Mount 
Hope, this Service is normally held on the Battle 
of Britain weekend in September, the date and 
time will be sent out closer to the time. 
 
 

 
 
We will again be attending the Remembrance 
Day Service at the Canadian War Plane 
Heritage Museum, Mount Hope, it is always held 
on the 11th November, the MC for the Service 
Captain Bill McBride who always acknowledges 
the RAF Regiment and asks us to stand to 
which we are given a very loud and long  round 
of  applause, so please come out and accept 
this acknowledgment to our Regiment, as well 
as remembering our fallen comrades. 
 
   Perhaps the most unrewarding duty your 
executive has is in the field of the responses, or 
the lack thereof, Please if you receive a request 
to submit a reply would you take the few 
moments required to answer the request and e-
mail or mail your responses, this would be a 
great help to your Committee, Believe me it 
would reduce our stress levels greatly and assist 
in a more efficient use of your Executives time 
and mailing costs. 
 
I wish you all a safe and pleasant summer. 
“Per Ardua “ 
 
 Frank Mills                                   President 
  
My Apologies! 
 
   Earlier this weekend I had sent out an e-mail  
to our e-mail members,stating that Chapter 
Chatter would not be published in the 
foreseeable future due to personal reasons, 
which, at this point I am not in a position to 
divulge. 
 
   Since that time I have received from our 
President his Presidential message. In all 
fairness to the membership I have recanted and 
will therefore submit what I had initially started to 
prepare for the April issue, starting with an 
editorial which I had prepared three weeks prior 
to the receipt of Frank’s piece. 
 
Editorial 
   In the years since our formal formation as a 
Chapter of the RAF Regiment Association we 
have been encouraged in our efforts by the 
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support of our membership.  Sadly it appears 
that as we age, so does the kindred spirit we all 
enjoyed in our younger years.  
 
   Personally my legs and feet just don’t want to 
function as they used to, so, although the spirit 
is willing, it seems my marching days are over. 
Is it possible that the same feeling of lack of 
spirit amongst the members is that they too have 
lost interest? 
 
   In conversation with members of our Executive 
it would seem that unless some new blood steps 
up to ensure continuity, the days we have 
enjoyed within the Chapter may soon be just a 
memory.  
 
    As the editor of Chapter Chatter I am finding it 
difficult to know whether my scribbles are even 
reaching the membership. After every edition, 
which incidentally takes much time and effort to 
produce, only one or two people even bother to 
comment on the effort undertaken. Despite 
pleas to all and sundry within our membership 
for your stories, and there must be many, the 
silence is deafening! 
 
   Quite frankly gentlemen without your support I 
am really considering whether to continue 
writing these columns. In speaking with our 
Secretary it would seem that he too has the 
same problem with receiving feedback to 
messages he sends out. Of 24 e-mail 
addresses, 14 of which are RAF Regiment 
members he reported that other than the 
Executive members none took time to respond. 
 
   In the Winter Edition of “The Flash” it was 
noted that one of the aims of our National 
Executive Committee is to increase the use of 
the Internet to further enhance our flow of 
information with each other and to enhance our 
contact within the structure of the Corps. How 
might I ask can we participate if you as our 
membership maintain this degree of silence? 
 
Remember gentlemen, this was written weeks 
before I received the president’s report! 
 
   I wonder how many of us can remember back 
to that wonderful summer weekend in 2002 
when this original group of us met at Victoria 
Park Farm and pledged to apply to our National 
Association  for formal membership. 
   Sadly quite a few of this group are no longer 
with us or have decided to leave the Chapter for 
many reasons. 

 
      The original group who met that day 
 
    It is worth our noting that prior to this formal 
group meeting, a more loosely organised group 
had met for a few previous years in the spirit of 
comradeship! 
 
   Since my initial e-mail to the members on the 
Internet, I have received notes of 
encouragement from Nick Bacon, who noted. 
  “I am sorry to hear this Iain, you have done an 
admirable job, though I suspect with minimal 
assistance.” (Thanks Nick!). 
  
 From the late Norm Hatch’s son Nicholas came 
this note.. 
   “Sorry to read your note regarding the subject 
(Chapter Chatter) publication. I feel that you 
must have put your heart and soul into making 
Chapter Chatter very informative, factual, timely 
and respectful to all subjects/stories/events and 
topics which were read by many enthusiastic 
followers. 
   It has only been a short while really, that I 
have had the pleasure to know you, the 
dedicated key person regarding the continuance 
of Chapter Chatter to date. Looking back, it feels 
as though a higher authority may have brought a 
plan together just in time see fulfilment on 
November 4th, 2014 at RAF Honington U.K. I 
cannot thank you enough for the effort you put 
out to help make that trip happen, and, how 
proud Mum and I were when we reviewed the 
coverage of the occasion in Chapter Chatter! 
 
   Thank you Nicholas for such words of 
encouragement! Kudos must also go to the staff 
at the RAF Regiment Heritage Centre and of 
course David Jeffrey!!!! 
 
   So there you have it gentlemen…..I have done 
my bit, now how about you? 
 
Per Ardua,                               Iain C. Purves 
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Sick and Welfare 
 
   Unfortunately our list has not changed much 
over the winter months. Our “Sick and Welfare” 
correspondent, Brian Patten has been laid up  
most of the winter and sadly is no longer allow to 
drive. 
Our thanks to to Willie Wood, for his collecting   
Brian from his home, and driving him to our ‘First 
Thursday of the Month’ meetings at the Wing. 
 
David Jeffrey too is still under doctor’s orders, 
and startled me somewhat, when he reported 
that the first date he could obtain for a required 
neurologist’s visit,  was in September! 
Roy Gourley, who surprised us with a visit down 
in Myrtle Beach over the winter seems to have 
shaken off his gall bladder attack and is back to 
his usual self. 
 
   Our friends in the U.K., namely Alan Day of 
South Wales Branch and Vic Sigsworth of 
Number 1 Squadron in years past, have all been 
reported to me as having been on ‘Sick Parade’ 
too. On behalf of the Chapter I have sent off 
cards to both gentlemen. 
                                                ICP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  
 
Frank Mills            (905)-679-1952  
 President               irishranger750@gmail.com  
                               98 Greentrail Drive’ 
                               Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0 
 
Roy Gourley          (289)-759-1536 
    Secretary               gourleyroy@gmail.com 

                                  88, Sandollar Drive, 
                               Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0  
       
Francis Finlay       (905)-870-1832 
Treasurer               jiffinlay1@sympatico.ca  
                              454, Brigadoon Drive 
                               Hamilton,On.L9C 6E4 
                                               
Iain Purves            (905) 690-0506          
Chapter Chatter      iama387@netzero.net 
                               Box 1451, 
                               Waterdown, On. L0R 2H0     
                             
    
Dave Jeffrey      (905) 938-2316 
Ceremonial             captjay@sympatico.ca  

                         1 Richelieu Drive, 
     St Catharines, ON.  L2M 2B5 
 

 
Brian Patten         (905)-388-8288 
Sick/Welfare          Unit 21, 
                              145, Rice Avenue, 
                               Hamilton, On. L9C 6R3 

 

 Marion Purves       (905) 690-0506 
Membership           iama387@netzero.net                              
                               Box 1451, 
                               Waterdown. ON L0R 2H0 
 
 William Wood       (905)-538-3199 
    Kit                        williewood2424@msn.com                                                                                            
                                405 1165 Fennel Ave. East                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                Hamilton, L8T 1S3 
                                                                                                                               
 You are encouraged to address issues and 
suggestions to any member of the Executive at 
any time. Our purpose is to serve your interests. 
       
              Per Ardua- We Are Bonded         
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