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President’s Message

I would like to thank our members for their vote
of confidence in electing me as their President. I
served as President from 2006 to 2009 during
that time I enjoyed my term as your President
and I know I will again enjoy serving you in this
position.

I would like to thank Iain Purves for his
excellent work and leadership over the past few
years, he has devoted himself with great
enthusiasm and energy to the day to day
running of our Chapter, I am very pleased that
he will be staying on as Editor of our Chapter
Chatter, in which he does excellent work, many
thanks Iain.

I would also like to thank David Jeffrey for the
excellent work he has done over many years as
our Treasurer, Dave is stepping down and taking
on the Ceremonial Director’s position. Thank
you again David for your outstanding work.

We are delighted to have back on our
executive committee as Treasurer Francis
Finlay, Francis served as our Treasurer for 2006
to 2009 and did excellent work in this position,
welcome back Francis, I should tell you that
Francis is a Falklands War Veteran and a
Northern Ireland Veteran, he served with the
Royal Artillery.

Roy Gourley has again accepted the position
as our Secretary, Roy has served in the position
for the past few years, and has done
outstanding work, many thanks Roy.

Marion Purves has again accepted the
position as our Chapters Membership Director,
she has done an excellent job in this position,
thank you Marion.

Also Brian Patten has again accepted the
position as Sick/Welfare director, many thanks
Brian. We would like to welcome to the
Executive Committee Willie Wood as our Kit
Director, thank you Willie.

We had our Jim Dennison Memorial Car Rally
on July 25

th
, it was again a great day, many

thanks to Dave Jeffrey for his excellent
organization in running this event for the past
few years now, especially the ride on the
Carousel,

Frank enjoying his 5 cents worth!

We thank Dave and Vassa for also organizing
an excellent lunch after the event, many thanks
to you both.

The Warrior’s Day Parade was held on the
22

nd
August, we had five of our members on

parade with our Standard, they were David
Jeffrey, Iain Purves, Willie Wood, John
Wreglesworth and Murdoch Ferguson, and in
the back row Jim LeForge our United Nation
guest who parades with us every year

A fine body of men and turnout!
Iain unfortunately didn’t take part in the

marching, but he did give the lads his full
support and encouragement.
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Dressing of the Graves

We were on parade for the Dressing of the
Graves for the 16 RAF Airmen who died at RAF
Mount Hope while training for WW2, the Service
started at 10:00hrs in St Paul’s Anglican Church
Mount Hope, after the service we went on
parade in the Church Cemetery with the 779
(Black Knight) Squadron RCAF Cadets and 447
Wing RCAFA for the Service of the Dressing of
the Graves. A Cadet bugler played the Last Post
we then had a two minutes silence and then the
bugler played Reveille.

Forming up for the Ceremony

We then gave a salute to the Airmen who
fought in the Battle of Britain, at that time the
Church Choir sang the two national anthems,
O’Canada and God Save the Queen, One of the
Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum planes
flew over our heads as we gave the salute. We
then retired to 447 Wing RCAFA for
refreshments and some Liquid refreshments.

Pilot Andy Dobson flew the Harvard Overhead

Our next two annual events will be
Remembrance Day Service at the Canadian
Warplane Heritage Museum Mount Hope, which
is always held on the 11th November, details of
this Service will be sent out close to the date

We will also be having our Annual
Remembrance Luncheon at the Judge and
Jester Grimsby. We will of course send out the
details about the luncheon closer to the time and
date.

It is sad that we live so far apart in this great and
wonderful country but if you remember, the last
time when I was your President I suggested that
whatever part of Canada you live in get together
with other Rocks in your area once a week or
once a month, go for a coffee or a pint and tell a
few War stories, or rekindle old memories, we
have been doing this in the Hamilton area for a
few years now and I can tell you it is great, we
meet once a month at our local Wing and look
forward to the first Thursday in the month so
much, even if we do hear the same stories
repeated. It keeps us bonded, together we
stand divided we fall. God Bless you all

“Per Ardua” Frank Mills

Treasurer’s Report
It is good to be back as a member of the

Chapter and re-assuming the position as your
Treasurer. I would like to thank David Jeffrey for
all his hard work as your Treasurer over the past
years, and for his dedication in keeping the
finances in such good shape.

Over the past month since the AGM little has
moved in the accounts, except a standing order
of $10.00 from the General to the Standard
Fund. There was also noted an office expense,
paid from the General Account of $67.66. The
General Account (chequing) stands at $802.65
whilst the Standard Fund (savings) stands at
$792.83. New signing officers have been
appointed at the Bank of Montreal as we have
moved the accounts from the St. Catharines
Branch to Hamilton for the convenience of those
officers. We have also initiated Online banking
to allow the Treasurer (or Committee members)
to (view) only the Chapter’s Accounts and
monitor the transactions. Next on the agenda
from the Treasurer’s desk will be the sending out
of the annual subscription letters which will be in
December
Francis Finlay Treasurer

Secretary’s Report

There are no outstanding issues at this time.
As you know we have elected a new Executive.
Frank Mills is now the new President and Iain
will now concentrate all his efforts on the
Chapter Chatter as Editor. Dave has assumed
the role of Ceremonial and we welcome a new
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member and Treasurer Francis Finlay, a role to
which he is highly qualified. As stated in the last
report we now have an agreement with the UK
whereby they will send “The Flash” straight to all
Members, Associates excepted. We now wait for
the publication to arrive based on the new
process.
Roy Gourley Secretary

Sick and Welfare

The sick call this month almost reads like a
who’s who of the Chapter. David Jeffrey has
been under the care of his doctor for some time
now, and the pains he is experiencing in his legs
are painful beyond words. Unfortunately the
prescribed pills at present don’t seem to be
helping.
Brian Patten who normally looks after our Sick
and Welfare cards has been laid up too. First his
knee was the culprit, and then he had to have
cataract surgery on both eyes.
Iain too has been a regular visitor to his doctor,
and yes he has been added to the pill takers
listing. Only time will tell.

I had a phone call yesterday from our
Commonwealth Air friend John Hill and he
passed on the news that his friend and co-pilot
Derek Rowe (who supply the Altar flowers) has
been bed ridden upstairs at home. However
happily the family have had a stair lift installed
and Derek is now able to get downstairs. John
noted Derek was still a bit confused but keeping
as well as his 94 years young allow. John also
went on to say that the Very Reverend Alex
Hewitt had sent him a beautiful note of thanks
for the altar flowers

June Edwards called to thank us for the card
and our telephone calls. Tom is doing quite well,
but he too is having problems with answering
the telephone. He is in good spirits and we can
only offer our continued encouragement to this
fine gentleman.

Sick and Welfare ICP/BP

Membership

Might I take this opportunity to ask that each of
our RAF Regiment members review your
address details as published in the notifications I
had had sent out to you earlier this year, With
the move to send out the printed copy of “The
Flash’ to each individual Regiment member it is
imperative that all addresses are correct in all of
your postal details. After the work done by your
Executive to secure the printed copies as

received by our U.K. brethren it would be
disappointing if copies have to be returned to the
printer in the U.K. because we sent in the wrong
addresses.

Marion Purves Membership

Ceremonial

Remembrance Day at the Warplane Museum

Once again may I remind all members who
can attend the Remembrance Day Service at
the Canadian Heritage Warplane Museum on
November 11th to try to be there well before the
1030 hour start of the Service. We have been
fortunate over these past 12 years to have been
seated in the second row at the very front,
where the Master of Ceremonies Mr. Bill Mc
Bride can accord us recognition as the only
representatives of the Royal Air Force amongst
all of the Canadian Military Services present.

David Jeffrey Ceremonial

Kit Report

I must admit I am new to this position,
however I have been given a box of items so
hopefully by listing them I might be able to fulfil
perhaps an item you are in need of.

1 RAF Beret size 7 ½ or 59 (metric) $10.00

1 RAF Regiment tie (Crossed rifles) $17.00

1 RAF Regiment Mini Blazer Badge $15.00

2 RAF Regiment Band Flashes $3.00 each

1 RAF Regiment ‘Fridge Magnet $5.00

2 Remembrance Day Poppy Pins $5.00 each

1 RAF Regt. Association Pin (Large) $5.00

1 RAF Regiment Gunner Pin $5.00

1 RAF Regiment Postcard Free

1 Canadian Flag Car Sticker Free

Willie Wood Kit and Accessories
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Welcome Visitors

What a pleasure it was to have Joe and Isobel
Davidson as our guests at our Executive
Meeting. They are vacationing in Canada as
guests of David Jeffrey. They were due to move
out to Vancouver for a cruise up to Alaska
before returning via the `Rocky Mountaineer`
train journey through Jasper and Banff National
Parks. The couple are due to return to the
Niagara Peninsula where hopefully we may
renew our friendship with them.

Joe and Isobel Davidson graced our meeting!

I believe I am correct in stating that both Dave
and Joe served together with 37 Squadron RAF
Regiment in Cyprus. Certainly they have kept in
touch and Dave has even helped Joe out on
occasion up in Inverness with selling poppies for
the Royal British Legion.

Standing up to the bar at 447 Wing, I offered
to buy Joe a drink. I wish you could have seen
the look on Joe`s face, when, on asking for a
whiskey the barmaid proffered a bottle of
Canadian Rye!!! We quickly changed the order
to `Scotch`, a bottle of `Glenfiddich; was quickly
produced and Scottish decorum returned!

ICP

The A.G.M.

Our AGM this year was held at 447 Wing
RCAFA and saw only four Regiment members
and five Associate members, and two wives take
part in the traditional President’s Cake cutting. It
is not often that we get the type of response to
our Annual General Meeting that it deserves, but
after attending quite a few AGM’s of other
organisations I guess we are lucky in our
numbers!

David Jeffrey took on the role of Ceremonial,
while we were pleased to welcome back James
(Francis) Finlay to the Treasurer’s position.

Stepping down from President was Iain Purves
who shared the cake cutting duty with incoming
President Frank Mills. The group posed for the
ceremonial cutting!

Willie Wood cheerfully accepted the position of
Kit procurer. Unfortunately our Sick and Welfare
director, Brian Patten was himself sick and
missed out on the delicious cake!

Wonderful Gesture

A week or so ago, my wife and I went to our
local grocery store to pick up a specially
decorated cake for our Annual General Meeting
of the Canadian Chapter.
The cake was in a large box with my artwork
securely taped to the top, and very visible. As I
laid the box carefully on the conveyer belt to
have the purchase rung up, a gentleman paying
his bill in front of us looked at the artwork then
said. “RAF Regiment”

I replied in the affirmative, whereupon the
gentleman shook my hand, nodded to the
cashier and said,”I’ll pay for that”!
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I protested profusely since the cost was
clearly marked on the box. The gentleman then
paid the bill remarking that this was the least he
could do for a veteran. Gave my wife and me a
wonderful smile and walked off with his
purchases.

As you can imagine we were completely taken
aback at this wonderful act of kindness to us.
What the gentlemen, whose name we didn’t get,
couldn’t have known that this was my last day as
President of the Chapter, and that I was handing
the reins over to my successor. In my opening
remarks at our meeting later that afternoon at
447 Wing RCAFA up in Mount Hope, all of my
colleagues were unanimous in their admiration
of this kind gesture by a resident of our
hometown. Incidentally the above letter was
published in the local newspaper in its entirety,
and also found its way onto both Facebook and
the notice board at 447 Wing.
ICP

Tunisian Repatriation

Once again our Regiment Gunners act as
Pallbearers

After the terrible shootings on the beach of the
seaside resort in the Tunisian town of Sousse
members of the Corps were once more called to
perform the initial repatriation, at RAF Brize
Norton, of the 28 British tourists murdered as
they enjoyed a summer holiday on what was
normally a tranquil, favourite destination. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the families at this
time.

Alrewas Visit

It seems as if the clock stops every June when
a couple of photographs, and if I am lucky some
carefully chosen words appear from our friends
from Winnipeg, Joan and “Chuck” Hall. This year
was again no exception, but on this occasion the
photos were of old Regiment friends, and not of
Chuck sharing his life adventures with either

Prince Charles or the current Commandant
General.

Paul Grimley Susan his wife, and Chuck and
Joan

Unfortunately the lady and gentleman in the
rear rank were not identified, but Chuck is
certain that he too is an old “Rock” and a friend
none the less.

From the Mailbag

In a reply from both Fred Rolfe and Bert Toon
in response to our getting the two friends from
Number 15 Rifle Squadron in contact again.
They were stationed together at RAF Seletar,
Singapore. Fred was mentioning how he tried to
prolong his stay out there before being sent
back to the U.K. as time “Tourex”. It seems Fred
was a keen “Tai-Kwan-Do devotee and was only
four weeks away from his grading to become a
“Black Belt’.

In an almost duplicate wording from Bert Toon
he remembered Fred punching and kicking a big
wooden log (Fred padded up of course) right
outside the canteen at Seletar. Bert went on to
say that the rest of the lads were enjoying a few
“Tiger Beers” and watching Fred working up a
sweat, and every time they got a round in they
all shouted “Cheers, Fred!” However it had to be
noted that Fred always joined in with the lads to
replace all the sweat equity he had used up. As
Bert continued, ‘Nobody, but nobody messed
with Fred’.

Bert also noted that after a ‘stint’ in Hong Kong
where he was Pipe Major of the station pipe
band another friend he had lost track of, Ron
Bambrooks, came out to RAF Seletar and took
over the responsibility of Pipe Major of the
Seletar band. Funnily enough when David
Jeffrey and I were at the Garden of
Remembrance Ceremony at Westminster Abbey
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last November, it was Ron who invited Dave and
I for a pint at the Civil Service Club. Small World!

In an E-mail note from Jim Stewart came word
that he will be leaving the cold climes of Toronto
in winter to take up permanent residence in
British Columbia on the west coast. Jim re-
affirmed that although he will be leaving our
shores, he will still maintain his membership in
the Chapter. We all join in wishing Deborah and
Jim a safe and profitable future out in B.C.

This very patriotic photo of Barbara and Nick
“Streaky” Bacon came along with a note of the
promotion of their son to Corporal. Unfortunately
in my haste to save both the photo and the note
from Nick, I accidentally pressed the delete
button, my sincere apologies to both proud
parents. I promise to do better next time.

5th Annual “Jim Dennison” Car Rally

Less than two weeks later we were together
again as we set off for the 5

th
Annual Jim

Dennison Car Rally. This is an annual event
organised by David Jeffrey as a tribute to local
Regiment member Jim Dennison who passed
away almost five years ago to the date.

The carefully planned route had 34 clues this
year and ended up at the carefully restored
Carousel in Port Dalhousie, Ontario where for a
5 cent piece one can still enjoy being a child
again

The group pose before driving off.
.

Look Mum, No hands! Iain hamming it up

The Rally ended up as always with Vasso and
Dave being our hosts for afternoon tea. Vasso
always decorates the tables with RAF Regiment
coloured table decorations, and this year was
notable for its thought provoking theme!

The appropriate table decoration

As this occasion was close to being Dave’s
birthday we did have to have a cake and an
appropriate toast with a well chosen liquer.
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Surprise, Surprise and Candles too!

Remembrance Dinner

Members enjoying the Remembrance Dinner

As mentioned in the President’s Report the
dinner this year will be held at 1300 hours, on
November 28th at the Judge and Jester in
Grimsby. I had a telephone call from John May
one of our founding members and he has been
in contact with Howard Hall also a founding
member. Both gentlemen have expressed a
desire to attend this dinner so hopefully they will
be welcomed by as many ‘old comrades ’as
possible. The weather over the years has been
kind to us, and since we are usually finished
lunch about 14.30 hours, everyone can be home
before darkness sets in.

More on Warrior’s Day
We had four Chapter Members and a friend

from the United Nation’s Force who served in
the Recce Squadron of 8

th
Canadian Hussars on

U.N. postings to the Sinai Peninsula and the
Gaza Strip .Unfortunately I was caught out with
an acute shortage of breath after standing in the
extreme heat so I had to forgo my position in the
Parade and become a mere spectator.. As
always we put on a good show and are again
hopeful that this year again we will be awarded
the Canon Scott Trophy! Our turnout this year
was a bit short on bodies, however we hope to

have impressed the judges for a second year!

Murdoch Ferguson, David Jeffrey, John
Wreglesworth.(front rank) Willie Wood and Jim
LeForge made up the rear rank.

Murdoch reported that after he had left our
group he filled in a coupon at one of the CNE
Exhibits. Imagine his surprise when a cheque for
fifty dollars was the prize. He reported that he
has been lucky for a second time, and that we
will definitely have him as a parade goer again
next year.

Perhaps it should be brought to the Organising
Committee’s notice that the order of the Parade
might have been better on the “Old Sweats” who
were prepared to march, if the Parade hadn’t
started off with so many Veterans riding at the
start of the Parade in the vintage automobiles,
even if, as the shot above shows, it was a
restored World War 1 Staff Car.

Eighty degree heat and humidity, which left
many of us definitely in some distress, was most
unpleasant to try to march in! What was that old
expression, “Mad Dogs and Englishmen go out
in the Midday Sun?”
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Remembrance of Comrades Passed

Chapter Memorial Record

John “Geordie” Barron
Michael Broad

William Clarke
Colin Doubleday
Pat Daunt

James (Jim) Dennison
Steve Haley
Peter Harvey

Archibald Holly
James Kynoch
Frank Manning
Ron Poge

John Rennie
Denis Ward
Fred Williams
John Wright
Terry Scattergood

Norman Clark (A)
Robert. Ross (A)

“At the Going Down of the Sun, and in the
Morning We Will Remember them”

Frank Mills (905)-679-1952
President irishranger750@gmail.com

98 Greentrail Drive’
Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0

Roy Gourley (289)-426-1536
Secretary gourleyroy@gmail.com

88, Sandollar Drive,
Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0

Francis Finlay (905)-870-1832
Treasurer Jffinlay1@sympatico.ca

454 Brigadoon Drive,
Hamilton, On. L9C 6E4

Iain Purves (905) 690-0506
Chapter Chatter iama387@netzero.net

Box 1451,
Waterdown, On. L0R 2H0

Dave Jeffrey (905) 938-2316
Ceremonial captjay@sympatico.ca

1 Richelieu Drive,
St Catharines, ON. L2M 2B5

Brian Patten (905)-388-8288
Sick/Welfare Unit 21,

145, Rice Avenue,
Hamilton, On. L9C 6R3

Marion Purves (905) 690-0506
Membership iama387@netzero.net

Box 1451,
Waterdown. ON L0R 2H0

William Wood (905)-538-3199
Kit williewood2424@msn.com

405 1165 Fennel Ave. East
Hamilton, On. L8T 1S3

You are encouraged to address issues and
suggestions to any member of the Executive at
any time. Our purpose is to serve your interests.

Per Ardua- We Are Bonded


