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President’s Message

Since our October issue was written much has
happened within your Chapter. Only three
weeks into the new session saw David Jeffrey
and myself off to the Annual General Meeting of
the Association in Kegworth near Derby. By a
chance of fate we found that the airline had
booked us on a day earlier flight than we had
intended. However being that David had never
been to the Arboretum at Alrewas to visit the
RAF Regiment Memorial Garden we opted to
spend the day driving there and paying our
respects.

Unfortunately the day was cold and wet, so
our visit was somewhat curtailed. David
managed to visit both our garden and also that
of his second love the Royal Artillery display. We
also procured a couple of models of a 1942
version Bofor and its accompanying prime
mover! (There will be more about this acquisition
and purpose a few pages later).

Our arrival at the AGM was like returning to
the reception we had on our previous visit to the
U.K. We were greeted by Linda and “Tich”
Taylor, joined soon after by Francis Zavier. The
evening dinner at the “Carvery” saw the group
expanding with our meeting both old and new
friends.

On the Saturday morning before the actual AGM
we were able to discuss our Chapter request for
clarification of our payment to the RAF
Association. We had a full meeting with our
National Executive Members, Peter Lawrence,
Francis Zavier, Tom Magee and Bill Espie.

After we had fully discussed our thoughts
regarding what we felt was an imbalance in what
we were receiving from the parent Association
we were assured that our case had merit and
that steps would be taken to apply a “Value
Added” response as soon as a full meeting of
the National Executive was held.

The Saturday afternoon we attended the full
AGM and were gratified to hear the many

reports and discussions regarding our way
forward, The Commandant General in his
address to the meeting spoke regarding the
future role the Regiment might look forward to
playing in the years ahead.

A highlight was the presentation by Sgt. Roy
‘Jock’ Geddes MC and three members of his
team regarding their battle with the Taliban at
Camp Bastion.

We were delighted as the Canadian Chapter
to be honoured with the presentation of our
Standard along with that of The Warrant Officer
and Senior NCO’s Standard at the Gala Dinner
held that evening. We had procured a good
supply of Canadian lapel pins which we
distributed throughout the gathering. Many of the
recipients honoured us by wearing them either
as a lapel pin or as a tie tack.
I was very fortunate to have as my dinner

companion Roy Geddes MC. who kindly regaled
the table with the events of the fateful evening at
Camp Bastion, the action which saw him
wounded but still directing the rout of the
attacking Taliban.

Tom Renshaw, Sgt. Roy Geddes and Iain

This was the first AGM that David and I had
attended and we both felt it was a most
satisfying as well as pleasurable way to
participate as Association members, as well as
to understand the effort put forth by our National
Executive!.

Per Ardua Iain C. Purves
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Treasurer’s Report

At this time you should have received your
invoice for 2015 Dues. We are still maintaining
the rate at $35.00 for regular members, (those
who wore the “Flash”) and $20.00 for Chapter
members who did not serve in the RAF Regt.
This of course includes Wives, Partners, other
Service members and anyone who likes to be
associated with us!

While speaking of “dues”, I would like to
mention that when the dues come in, I am often
pleasantly surprised that some members will
include some extra amount “ for postage” “for
expenses” or other reasons and I must stress
that these extra amounts are truly appreciated
and are generally collectively listed in the
secretary’s annual report as “Donations”

I mention this because although those
members who donate, do so privately, (only the
executive are privy to the names) it is worth
noting that those donations have initially funded
the magnificent Chapter Standard which has
now been to the UK three times and the ongoing
donations help of course to us being able to
once again request dues at our very reasonable
previous rate.

Past notes from me have mentioned the dues
we send to the National executive in the UK and
as promised, when President Iain and I were
attending the National A.G.M., we had a private
meeting with the National Secretary, National
Treasurer and Chair of the National
Management Committee.

We explained our concerns regarding the
amount we send to the National out of our dues.
We were assured after much discussion that the
subject would be bought up at the next general
meeting in January and ways would be sought
to increase the service we get for our money.
One possible issue would be the delivery of the
“Flash Magazine”.

(I will have more to report on this subject at a
later date.)

Finally, as Chapter Chatter “goes to Press” we
are still on a sound financial basis with both
accounts “In the Black”. As previously stated,
any member wishing a copy of the AGM
Financial statement may obtain it from me. All
you need to do is send me a request for one.

David Jeffrey Treasurer

The Traveler’s Story (Part One)

As you all are aware, President Iain and I
attended the RAF Regiment Association AGM at
Kegworth in the UK. We landed at London
Gatwick two days prior to that and spent what
should have been a leisurely drive up to the
National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, except
for the fact that a few hours into the journey
North on the M40, a Dutch HGV driver decided
to change lanes as I was passing him. The
result was a terrifying grinding collision where
Iain was inches away from the biggest tire he
had ever seen. Very lucky that I was able to
regain control of the car and neither of us were
injured. I was also fortunate to have installed my
own “Dash-Cam in the vehicle and the resulting
video is quite interesting to say the least!

The Alrewas Visit

This is the most awesome site one can
imagine. We of course visited the Regiment
memorial which is one of over 300 0n the site
which covers more than 150 acres. I was
particularly struck by one of the huge granite
walls which named all those men and women of
the British forces who have been killed in the
line of duty since the end of the Second World
War. After a good half day there, we wended our
way to Kegworth for the “Meet and Greet” Friday
evening.

The A.G.M.

The AGM was conducted which included
elections for various positions. An address was
given by the C.G. and a very interesting guest
speaker, Sgt. Geddes MC, who gave an action
packed account of the “Battle of Camp Bastion”
in Afghanistan, along with three other Gunners
with whom he participated in the Battle. It really
stirred the blood to know that “Our Boys” are
living up to the Regiment motto “Through
Adversity”

The Gala Dinner on Sat night was a most
interesting time for me as I elected to sit with
complete strangers. ( Iain was with an enjoyable
group too as I’m sure he has spoken of
elsewhere in this edition ) one of my table mates
was Harry Foxley, author of “Marking Time” a
605 page book of his exploits in the Australian
Forces and the RAF Regiment. Prior to the
dinner, I was very proud to “march in” the
chapter Standard to be placed at the end of the
Head Table. We all had some fun after dinner as
various items that had been donated, were
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raffled off. Iain and I had both donated some
items obtained from the Hamilton Warplane
Heritage Museum which went over very well.
Old friends were met, new ones were made. A
very enjoyable evening indeed!

Traveller’s Tale (Part Two)

Every time I’ve been to the UK for the last few
years I visit two buddies I served with ’59 to ’61.
I met with John Scaife in Edinburgh, and Joe
Davidson in Inverness. This year was no
exception and I enjoyed the hospitality of John
and Linda with some wonderful home cooked
meals and we even managed a night out and
Dinner with Iain and his Sister and Brother in
Law. I also was able to go to one of the finest
purveyors of Single malt Scotch and brought
home an undisclosed number of different 5Cl
samples.

John Scaife and David enjoying the Forth Bridge

On to Inverness which I find is a most
fascinating drive through the mountains and
although I encountered a little rain I made it in
good time and was able to visit an Air Cadet
Squadron, which Joe had arranged for me .I
now have set up correspondence between them
and a Squadron I look after here. Last year
when I had visited Joe, I had put in a day with
him on the Royal British Legion Poppy Fund.
This year again we found ourselves charming
the local populace out of their loose change and
in some cases we even had 20 pound notes
stuffed into the box!

Joe had also arranged that I meet the press at
the Inverness Memorial Garden and Cenotaph
and there I met a very distinguished WW11 vet
who had been a POW of the Japanese. Joe and
I were photographed, each with our Poppy
boxes in front of the Cenotaph and a story
written, headlined, “Former RAF comrades join
forces for Poppy Appeal” which appeared in the
“Inverness Times” I had the opportunity to
explore the old parts of the city and it’s

interesting history as well as again sampling
some wonderful Scottish hospitality and home
cooking from Joe and Isobel. After three days it
was time to return to Edinburgh and pick up Iain
to start our journey to the next port of call,

The RAF Regiment Depot at RAF Honington!
(To be continued as part 3)

David Jeffrey

Secretary’s Report

2014 was reasonably uneventful. The highlight
was the honour guard for the Lancaster when it
left for England. We had a good turn out and
shared the guard with 447 Wing. The AGM
returned the entire existing executive as no
other members put their names forward. The
spring lunch, car rally and Remembrance
Luncheon were once again very enjoyable.
Contact was made with the Royal Canadian
Legion in Drumheller, Alberta in the hope that by
using the combined efforts of the Legion and
RAF Benevolent Funds our actions might help in
obtaining a motorised wheelchair for our sick
member Terry Scattergood. Heather and I join
in wishing you all a very Healthy and Happy
New Year.

Roy Gourley Secretary

Sick and Welfare

I guess I spoke too quickly in my last report.
Our sick listings this quarter have come in quite
fast. Our member Terry Scattergood out in
Drumheller, Alberta has been hospitalized and
will be bedridden for some time. I am sure Terry
would appreciate a card or a word of
encouragement from our members. Reports also
came in from the membership that Irene Mills,
Moira Drinkeld, Nan Loughlin were all recovering
from various ailments, while Roberta Stevens
had hip surgery. We wish them all a speedy
return to better health!

Brian Patten Sick and Welfare

Ceremonial
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As previously reported our congratulations go
out to the four Chapter members who were
awarded the Canon Scott Trophy for the best
(small unit) marching Colour Party. A photo of
the presentation appears later in this issue.

The Plaque awarded to our Colour Party

We also participated in the ceremony at St.
Paul`s Anglican Church at Mount Hope of the
annual Dressing of the Graves Ceremony
honouring the 14 airmen from the Royal Air
Force who are interred there. The day started
out to be very wet, however after a few prayers
in the Church we were greeted with brilliant
sunshine.

The Annual Dressing of the Graves

We were again represented at the
Remembrance Day Ceremonies in the Canadian

Warplane Heritage Museum. Tom Drinkeld did
the Chapter the honour of laying our wreath in
front of over 3000 attendees. Once again after
the ceremony we were welcomed at 447 Wing
for some refreshments.

Kit Update

Arrangements are currently under way for the
Association to take over the Regiment Shop so
ably done previously by the late Derek James.
Speaking to Roy Ives, one of the volunteers at
the RAF Regiment Heritage Centre, he is
hopeful that he will soon be in a position to offer
members the same standard of service with
possibly up graded merchandise.

One possible offering will be a branded golf shirt

As soon as details become available I will
forward them on to you.

Frank Mills Kit and Ceremonial

Membership.

Our membership has remained steady since
our last Chapter Chatter report. No gains and
thankfully no losses! You will be receiving
invoices from our Treasurer shortly for dues for
the coming year, and included with these will be
updated membership listings and on the reverse
side of these updated e-mail addresses. Should
there be any errors or omissions, please inform
as soon as possible and I will take care of it! I
would like to take this opportunity to wish
everyone a Happy and Healthy 2015.

Marion Purves Membership Secretary

Our Readers Comment

It didn’t take long before the first of the
comments came in regarding some of the
content of “CC48”.

Tom Edwards had two things to report on. The
first was regarding the “Ode to Remembrance”
Tom went on to tell me that he was at a Welsh
Choral Concert in Toronto when the choir sang
the words to the Ode of Remembrance. As Tom
put it he listened intently and suddenly he
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realized that the words had a familiar ring to
them, but not the tune. After the concert he
approached the choirmaster and asked if he
could obtain the words and music for his choir.
The reply was that the Choral Society needed all
the music they had, but asking Tom if he ever
went back to Swansea (Wales). Tom answered
in the affirmative, and so it came to be that Tom
had the full words, and the music, that piece
now fits beautifully to the hymn, “How Great
Thou Are”!

On the second point, Tom remarked on the bit
in the piece by Frank Mills about the Number 7
on the Bofor. Tom relates that on D-Day he was
that number on his gun crew and the younger
fellow with his foot on the firing pedal had a
preponderancence to stamp it down a bit too
soon. Since the RAF was providing fighter cover
overhead, and there was some enemy activity
too, it took a sharp head to fire at only enemy
aircraft. Tom related that rather than let “Happy
Harry” send a 40 mm shell skyward towards one
of our planes, he wrapped a lanyard round the
young lad’s ankle and if he got too trigger happy,
Tom simply yanked the lanyard and the foot
came off the foot pedal!!

About The “Lancaster

From ‘Chuck’ Hall in Winnipeg came this
memory about his elder brother. These are
superb pictures of the ‘’Lancaster’. I remember
that old plane very well; my brother flew one on
the Dam Buster raids. He did four trips and did
many other bombing raids as well. He was shot
down, taken prisoner and then escaped to
Spain! He eventually made it back to England
and after a spell of leave he did some more
flying. He went to Australia after the war, did a
bit more flying there. He passed away at the age
of eighty- seven. He was my oldest brother.

Chuck Hall

From our friend in Scottish Branch, Jack Baird
was this memory regarding the letter from John
Grant.

“Many thanks for your excellent production of
“Chapter Chatter”. As usual I can pick out bits of
interest. In 1947 I spent a month at Putlos. I was
up there on the firing ranges and our squadron
in Buclabarg sent up one flight at a time to do
small arms training. They had to do firing of all of
our Rifle Squadron weapons Rifles, machine
guns Brens, 2 and 3 inch mortars and the PIAT
(yuk!) all during one week. It was a really bleak
place, but fortunately as an officer I had use of

the Army mess, as they ran the place at that
time.

I returned again in 1953 with Number 2608
Squadron for our annual summer camp. We flew
over in ‘Dakotas’ from our base in Thornaby to
north of Hamburg. It was good fun and we had a
weekend visit to Hamburg, Winklestrasse,
Repierbahn and all…..but we were Good Boys!!!

Jack Baird

We Were Winners!

Willie Wood and Iain accepting the Trophy

It was with great pride that the Canadian
Chapter accepted the “Canon Scott Cup” for
being the best marching unit under twenty
members from the Warrior’s Day Parade judging
committee for the year 2014.

Accompanying your President was Willie
Wood, who along with David Jeffrey, and John
Wreglesworth marched as escorts to our
Standard in this year’s parade, which
incidentally commemorated the hundredth year
since the outbreak of the First World War.

ICP.
Our Visit to RAF Honington.

November 4
th

saw the culmination of the
efforts of many people with the arrival at RAF
Honington of Norm and his son Nicholas Hatch,
David Jeffrey and myself.

Our appointment was for 11.00 hours but in
his excitement Norm arrived an hour earlier!
When we arrived it was to find the seven
members of the Heritage Centre crowded round
the diminutive figure of ex Sergeant Norman
“Ike” Hatch as he filled them in on the history of
the Armoured Car that apparently he had
commanded at one time in Habbanyia ,
Palestine
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Norm pointing out the salient points!

To say that Norm’s visit came as a surprise to
all would be putting it mildly. This was Norm at
his finest, and despite the badly bruised eye he
had suffered at the airport, he sure was enjoying
the visit.

Bill Espie and Terry White were avid listeners

Pride of place in the newly named RAF
Regiment Heritage Centre however was to be a
Bofor, which in the early days of 1942 Norm and
his crew had nicknamed “Calliope Jane”. (Of
course the Centre has a more modern version).

However into the seat sprang Norm and he
sure hadn’t forgotten how to get the weapon to
traverse both right and left! It was as if the years
had fallen away and Norm was back with all the
enthusiasm of a young Ground Gunner!

We were quickly joined by the Warrant Officer
and Sergeants from Training Wing who after the
introduction formalities were completed took us
over to the WO’s and Sergeants Mess where we
enjoyed a wonderful luncheon. The conversation
flowed as we older visitors listened intently as
our hosts kept us enthralled with the many
rigours that new entrants are put through!

.It seems that the training, once a recruit
passes the initial four days testing before being
accepted into recruit training, then takes another
thirty four weeks before being awarded the
coveted “Flash” we are all so proud to wear!

Norm (black eye and all) proudly stands with his
re-named Bofor.

Prior to our leaving for luncheon we had been
introduced and photographed with the
Commander of the RAF Regiment, Group
Captain Scott Miller by the Station photographer.
Returning to the Heritage Centre we resumed
our tour of the exhibits before being joined again
by the Station Commander and his Staff.

Overhead was suspended the Canadian
“Maple Leaf’ as a wonderful gesture to we
Canadian Chapter members. More however was
yet to come as we were asked again to join with
Group Captain Miller.

While earlier we had been the subjects for the
Station Photographer, little did we know what
was to transpire from his effort and my spelling
out our names to the SWO! We were soon to
find out as once again we all re-grouped in the
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Heritage Centre.

Group Captain Miller with Norm!

Firstly Norm was called forward to be
presented with a framed memento of his visit by
Group Captain Miller, and then it was my turn to
accept a framed group picture of us with the
Depot and Center Staff, on behalf of the
Chapter. The excitement wasn’t over because
on a previous trip to Norm’s home he had
handed over a damaged photo album which he
had had in his possession since 1945. After
making some repairs to the album it was ready
for Norm to make the presentation of it to Group
Captain Miller for showing as part of the Centre
exhibit.

The album caused quite a stir since it was the
record of the German Luftwaffe pilot’s story from
the logged records of their raids on London to
their Christmas parties and their photographs of
how many sorties each of them in that squadron
had flown. Along with the now completed and
written record of Norm’s journey from Palestine,
the Desert campaigns, Greece, Sicily, Italy and
finally his chase of the German Luftwaffe
Squadron to the airfield on the Czechoslovakian
Border, stopping in part the southern advance of
the oncoming Russian Army!

One item that Norm recounted to us, but was
withheld from the many exploits and
discussions, was that on taking the airfield, he
had taken some fifty prisoners. Ordered to hand
those over to the local partisans, Norm did so.
Only then did he realize that the prisoners were
marched into a field and were promptly shot!

David holding the photo album as we made our
presentation to Group Captain Miller.

Along with our presentation to the Heritage
Centre, David and I had found at the Arboretum,
models of an exact replica of a 1942 Bofor of the
type Norm commanded along with a (Canadian)
model of the tow vehicle that Norm’s crew spent
their entire wartime careers. I was fortunate that
my brother-in-law is a calligrapher of note, and
we were able to add a record to Norm of his
entire crew, including his driver.

The Station Staff and volunteers with their
guests

On behalf of the Canadian Chapter of the
RAF Regiment Association might I take this
opportunity to offer a grateful vote of thanks to,
Group Captain Scott Miller, Commander of the
Royal Air Force Regiment, and Station
Commander of RAF Honington, his Training
Staff, and the hard working volunteers of the
RAF Regiment Heritage Centre. Messrs. Bill
Espie, Phil Lewis, Steve Freed, Tam Gillan, Roy
Ives, and Terry White.

I would be remiss if I failed to include in this
vote of thanks, Mrs. Joan Hatch who
encouraged Norm, and Nicholas Hatch who
guided his father throughout this visit. In
speaking with Norm after his return home, he
was just so excited and thankful that he had
agreed to this visit. Rumour has it that perhaps
Norm might even make another visit in the
future!
(If I have missed anyone out, or have misspelled
any names please accept my sincere apologies)
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The Service at Westminster Abbey

Two days after our visit to RAF Honington saw
David and I together again for the Field of
Remembrance Service on the grounds of
Westminster Abbey. Steve Horton had arranged
our request for tickets and we were pleased to
meet with him as part of the RAF Regiment
group. Along with us were Wing Commander
(Retd) Martin Hooker, Francis Zavier and the
Second in Command of the Queens Colour
Squadron. Our position was on the eastern
walkway into the Abbey and an excellent
position it was.

David placing the seventeen Canadian Crosses

Our group couldn’t have been better placed
because a few moments before 11.00 a.m. there
was a surge of interest at the walkway entrance
as it announced the arrival of His Royal
Highness, Prince Harry and his escorts!

Prince Harry sharing a joke with our group O/C

It was a wonderful climax to our Regimental
visit and certainly a most memorable one for
both of us. It seems a pity that despite the
publication in Parish Notices of this event more
of our Association members don’t support the
occasion in any measurable number. The event
is free and wives can accompany you to share in
the Remembrance of our Fallen Gunners.

ICP

Iain Purves (905) 690-0506
President/Editor iama387@netzero.net

Box 1451,
Waterdown, On. L0R 2H0

Roy Gourley (289)-426-1536
Secretary gourleyroy@gmail.com

88, Sandollar Drive,
Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0

Dave Jeffrey (905) 938-2316
Treasurer captjay@sympatico.ca

1 Richelieu Drive,
St Catharines, ON. L2M 2B5

Frank Mills (905)-679-1952
Ceremonial irishranger750@gmail.com

& Kit 98 Greentrail Drive’
Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0

Brian Patten (905)-388-8288
Sick/Welfare Unit 21,

145, Rice Avenue,
Hamilton, On. L9C 6R3

Marion Purves (905) 690-0506
Membership iama387@netzero.net

Box 1451,
Waterdown. ON L0R 2H0

You are encouraged to address issues and
suggestions to any member of the Executive at
any time. Our purpose is to serve your interests.

Per Ardua- We Are Bonded


