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President’s Message
Another spring luncheon and once again the

support from our members in the Toronto area is
to be commended. On a beautiful afternoon we
had a total of twenty join us at our “Spring Get
Together”. A full report will be entered on a later
page.

What has caused me to stop and reflect on
what we all mean to each other as a Chapter
was brought home quite forcibly during the
luncheon. I had asked Willie Wood to propose
the toast to Her Majesty, Frank Mills did a
masterful job of remembering our Fallen
Comrades, but it was our oldest member
present, Tom Edwards, who un-asked, in a fine
baritone voice proceeded to sing “We shall not
grow old” and followed it up by encouraging the
group to join him in a second stanza. Well done
Tom and thank you!

I had asked David Jeffrey to propose the toast
to the RAF Regiment, and in his remarks he
asked that we all consider the words printed at
the end of every edition of “Chapter Chatter”
“We are Bonded.” As I paused in writing this
edition I couldn’t but reflect on the huge
numbers of members of the Regiment ,who
since our beginnings in 1942 have bonded
together to become the Corps that we so
proudly are today

It is with honour that we now look forward to
the new cadre of Gunners who must carry on
the torch for us who proudly answered the call to
serve in the Royal Air Force Regiment.

I am pleased to be able to congratulate the
Chapter members who marched in the Warrior’s
Day Parade. Although small in number the
judges have awarded our Chapter the Canon
Scott Trophy for the best marching formation
under 20 members. It must be said that once
again we found ourselves behind the RCAF Pipe
Band from RCAF Trenton who gave us just the
right amount of swagger in our step as we
passed the saluting base! Well done lads!

Per Ardua Iain C. Purves, President

Treasurer’s Report
A quick note on the status of our finances for
those unable to attend the AGM. Our General
operating account is still healthy although a
steady draining of the account due to higher
postage costs, paper and printing ink costs has
caused us to have the lowest yearend balance
on record. Our “Contingency Fund” account has
remained static, as this is only for upkeep or
maintenance of our Standard and any other
costs associated with our Property or assets. In
order to negate any costs incurred due to
inactivity with this account, your executive
elected recently to have a standing order with
the Bank to deposit into this account the sum of
$10 per month from our General account.
Members should be aware that President Iain
Purves and I will be attending the RAF Regt.
Assoc. AGM on Oct. 24 to 26 and will be
presenting a petition there asking for a reduction
of our Dues payable to the UK National.
Members should also know that our attendance
there is entirely at our own cost. The following
figures are our balances of the two accounts.
General Fund stands at $ 863.81 after our
operating expense for the year of $981.52.
Contingency Fund stands at $737.83.
Anyone requiring a detailed financial statement
may write to the Treasurer requesting a copy.

On another note, I mentioned previously that
our member John Pulinski had joined the
Canadian Forces and was enduring a very tough
three Month course. I am happy to say that he
has passed with flying colours and indeed on
two of the segments of the course he attained
94 and 96% respectively. John is now a proud
member of the Canadian Intelligence Corps.
Congratulations John. Your turn to ring the Bell!

David Jeffrey Treasurer

Secretary’s Report

I have just returned from UK where I spent
two weeks in England and one in Northern
Ireland. When I was there I visited RAF
Coningsby which was my last posting before I
left the service. My wife and I were in a
restaurant and I got into conversation with three
RAF technicians stationed at RAF Coningsby.
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They were interested in how my RAF differed
from theirs.

When I explained that during my time in basic
training I lived in a wooden billet heated with two
coke stoves plus billet inspections every week
they were aghast. Apparently they lived in four
man rooms with central heating. Where was
your first posting they asked, again when I said
Aden and lived with no air conditioning they
asked why I joined if it was so horrible. I said I
wanted to see the world and back in 1961 those
conditions were normal. After they left my wife
said, Roy, remember that was 50 years ago.
How time goes by and things change. Wonder
what changes those young people will see in 50
years

Members please be advised that your
executive has decided to terminate our
agreement with the server of our web page due
to both inactivity on the web, and the annual
cost to the Chapter.

. Roy Gourley Secretary

Sick and Welfare

We were pleased to hear that Norm Hatch has
had his appointment with his doctors and that he
has been given a clean bill of health. There were
no other members reporting in this quarter.

Brian Patten Sick and Welfare

Membership.

As of now there have been no changes
reported by any members. I am awaiting
confirmation of some new e-mail and home
addresses which I will amend as soon as they
are received.

Marion Purves,

A Place in History

News that the Canadian Warplane Heritage
Museum Lancaster was to make history by flying
over to the U.K. to fly alongside the only other
airworthy Lancaster, that of the Royal Air Force
Memorial Flight, was cause for some
excitement. After a few words with the
President of 447 Wing Royal Canadian Air Force
Association, an idea was put forward to the CEO
of the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum, as
an offer to provide a Colour Party to mark the
departure of the Museum Lancaster on her
historic journey. This idea was answered with a
resounding cry of “Let’s Do It”

The word was sent round our local members
and, despite a request to be ready on the tarmac

at 0900 hours, the turnout was superb. We had
the Canadian National Flag, our RAF Regiment
Canadian Chapter Standard, the 447 Wing
Standard and the Ensign of the Royal Air Force.

Marshalling us into proper ceremonial order
was quickly established, with one addition. We
were joined by a gentleman who was introduced
to us as the pilot of a Lancaster who had
completed 3000 hours flying wartime missions
and on subsequent Coastal Command sorties.

The assembled Honour Guard and our Guest!

The Lancaster was already out on the apron
so we were asked to form up in front of her and
behind the dais, so that the speeches etc. could
begin. By now the crowd had swollen to more
than 2000 visitors and the TV crews were filming
every bit of the ceremony.

The Formation just before she was towed out.

After the speeches and with a blessing from
the Padre, the aircraft was towed out to the
runway in order to prevent any back blast from
hitting the assembled crowds as the engines
were started. The airport fire department gave
her the water salute as she passed by on her
way out to the runway, a most inspiring tribute
and ‘send- off’.
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Unfortunately ten minutes later we were
dismissed since it was found that the number
two engine wouldn’t start due to suspected
magneto problems. That however wasn’t the
end of our tale, since the area nearby was hit
with 5 inches of localised rain. The flooding and
damage to over 2000 homes surpassed our day
of glory and thus that night on that evenings
news there was no word of our efforts!

Letter from Scotland

Hi Iain,
Many thanks for another excellent Chapter

Chatter which I always look forward to receiving.
I enjoy reading the details of the articles relating
to the experiences of your members. I wonder if
any who served in Germany after the war and
undertook gunnery practice on the shores of the
Baltic Sea at either Todendorf or Putlos.
Squadrons from all RAF Regiment Bases
undertook annual training at these bases,
travelling by convoy from their home airfields.
Both training areas were close to the East

German/Russian controlled border and as we
fired over the sea, security was tight.
We were billeted in huts in Todendorfon my first

trip and it was so cold the sea froze. The
following year we were billeted in an old Panzer
Barracks in Putlos which I noted actually had
triple glazing but not like we have now. It was
quite ingenious and interesting to note the care
provided to the German Army to keep them
warm in the harsh, freezing winters they were
supplied with triple glazing by fitting three sash
windows throughout the barrack buildings.
The irony is that on this stay we had lovely

sunny weather. During the period of live firing
over the sea and at aerial drogues towed by our
planes, restrictions were placed on shipping and
air traffic so OPs were set up and the lads
manning them were provided with powerful
binoculars, flares and radios to provide a
warning system.
One of the OPs was situated next to a Nudist

Beach in an isolated area and lads being lads
found the binoculars very helpful. While I was at
Putlos Ted Hanley and I took a stroll one
evening from a gate at the rear of the camp and
spotted what appeared to be a military barracks.
The area was fenced off but the large gates
were open and we heard music coming from a
nearby hut so we walked in to check it out. We
were invited in to what appeared to be a bar and
social club which was full of civilians. One man
could speak English and he told us that they
were Latvians and Lithuanians and that this was
an Internment Camp created by the Germans
during the war.
Over a drink I asked him why did they not all just
leave and go home and what he told me
shocked me. He pointed to a group of very old
people and told me that they had been here
since the First World War. He went on to say
that they received a small allowance from the
government and were allowed to work for local
farmers but as the area was large and mainly
farming land with few inhabitants there was not
much work for them.
If by chance a farmer gave them work over a

period of five years that individual could earn
German citizenship but that was almost
impossible so they had nowhere to go if they
walked out the open gates. I was there in 1955,
ten years after the war and often wonder what
happened to them. I can only hope that in time
their situation improved and they were
repatriated to enjoy a decent way of life.
Best wishes to all your Members from a fellow
Rock & Gunner,

John Grant
(John and I joined the Corps 61 years ago. Ed)

Norm’s Pride and Joy
You may recall in previous issues of “Chapter

Chatter” we chronicled the journeys of Sgt.
Norm Hatch and his gun crew and their Bofor
named “Calliope Jane”

Through the good offices of Bill Espie and the
crew of volunteers working on the re-design of
our Regimental Museum at RAF Honington we
now have the first photograph of the naming of
the Museum’s 40/60 Bofor.

I am sure Norm must be very proud to see
this wonderful tribute to the original gun crew
who served so gallantly throughout the North
African, Greek, Italy and Balkan States
Campaigns. We as a Chapter are so proud of
Norm and his valiant crew. Both Dave Jeffrey
and I had hoped that we would all meet at the
newly refurbished Museum but were unable to
co-ordinate such a happening.
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The Sign writer’s artwork proudly displayed!

. Since writing this original piece I have since
heard from Bill Espie and both the Bofor and the
story of Norm’s Crew are proudly on display.
Both Dave Jefrrey and I are looking forward to a
visit to the exhibit.

We as a Chapter are pleased to congratulate
Bill on his well-deserved Commandant General’s
Commendation for his efforts on behalf of the
Corps. Bill‘s response on replying to our
message was, ”It was really for the crew, not just
me!”

‘Operation “China Rock”

In 1963 during the Indonesian Confrontation,
Number 63 Field Squadron was converted into a
Light Ack Ack Squadron, as part of our training
we had to deploy to an island off shore of
Singapore called China Rock. This was the
name given to us by the Regiment. I knew that
most of the islands around this area are named
as “Paula *****”, so I am not sure which one of
them was actually “China Rock”, as we went
there to fire our 40/70 Bofors.

We drove with all our guns and equipment to
the Singapore Docks and were loaded onto the
large LCTs manned by Royal Engineer
personnel. This was a tricky job for most of our
drivers as they tried maneuvering the 4 Ton
Bedford trucks and their towed guns into
position on the LCTs, since this operation

required a ‘back in, drive off’ positioning so that
we could unload directly onto the beach.

On the LCT outward bound

On our way out to “China Rock” we passed
many ships but one drew our special attention
as it was clearly marked with the Russian
‘Hammer and Sickle

Our close up view of the Russian Ship

On the beach at “China Rock”

When we arrived at our destination we could
hardly believe our eyes. The island was so
beautiful we thought that we had landed in
Hawaii! However our Flight Sergeant and the
SNCO’s soon reminded us that we were not
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there on holiday. (I must admit however we did a
lot of swimming and lots of times it felt like a
holiday)

The ‘unloading was another matter, and we
soon realized the “Why, What and Wherefore of
our new role. Getting the guns and equipment
onto the beach from the LCTs was a daunting
task

Unloading the trucks and guns from the LCT

We had some crack shots when it came to
shooting at the drogues; one was our late
colleague Gunner Derek James. When he was
doing the duty on number 3 seat he never
missed!

Drogue Right!

There were a few funny things happened
during our time at “China Rock”, one was when
a snake got itself caught below the platform and
the gun turret, so old ‘Snake Man’ Ben Craggs
came to the rescue and got the snake out before
any damage was done to the gun crew or the
snake. On another of the gun crews was a
Gunner named Paddy Sugg, He was a great lad,
but suffered from a bad speech impediment! As
we each had to be able to do any of the gun
crew positions it was “Paddy’s’ turn to be the
number 7. His duty was to give the fire orders,
well there was a jet approaching from left to right
and just at this time ‘Paddy’ had one of his
speech stoppages so nothing came out of his

mouth except Fa, Fa, Fa,. Then in a very clear
voice as the jet screamed past he said,” Ah f**k
it” we will get him the next time!” The gun crew
cracked up and it took some time to re-compose
themselves back to some sort of normality,
however to me this was a typical comment from
a “Rockape!”

The B5 Gun crew with an extra man or two

Our gun crew was B5 and we were a great
crew, Sgt. Tony Tucker, Cpl. Frank Bartlett,
SAC’s Derek James, Johnny Hyslop, Ben
Cartwright, John Kennedy and Frank Mills.
These are the same lads who all went to Borneo
together; sadly one of the crew has passed on
Derek James.

“We Will Remember Him”

Per Ardua Frank Mills

Fourth Annual Car Rally.

The fourth annual Jim Dennison Car Rally
went off with the usually well prepared route and
directions from our rally master David Jeffrey.
Our numbers were less, but that didn’t stop our
group from an exhilarating drive through some of
the most beautiful pastoral scenery the Niagara
Peninsula has to offer.

Even a one roomed schoolhouse was included!
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Much of this year’s route was new to all of us,
however it appears that when the clue said
”Stop?” why did a pair of entrants drive blissfully
on? It was a pity because the stop over allowed
some of us to partake of light refreshments. Our
ladies (and gents) were entertained by a large
wedding party who had stopped at the
rendevous to have their wedding photographs
taken.

Our wedding party posed for a picture

Pressing on we were routed through some of
the Niagara Peninsula’s prettiest scenery,
culminating with a short section of the famed
Welland Canal. It was a bit un-nerving to be
driving alongside a huge “Laker” as she
navigated the locks on her way to Lake Ontario
and the steel mills of Hamilton.

Our final stop was at the Coffee Shop owned
and operated by our friend Vasso, who had
done us proud once again with the tables
decorated in the Regimental colours of red and
dark blue.

Our group enjoying a most enjoyable ’high tea’

Our thanks and a very ‘happy birthday’ to
David Jeffrey for running such an interesting
rally, and a “well deserved round of applause’ to
Vasso for once again providing such a delicious
repast!

Annual Tower of London Service
The Annual RAF Regiment Association

Commemorative Service at HM The Tower of
London took place on Sunday July 13th.

The Parade enters the Tower
Members of the Uxbridge Branch were joined

by Squadron Leader Peter Lawrence (Ret’d),
Chairman of the Association, along with
members and their families from other
Association Branches. Following the “Meet and
Greet” at Traitors Gate, the Parade led by the
Association National Standard marched to the
Chapel of Saint Peter Ad Vincula.

Reverend Canon Roger Hall led an eloquent
and moving service in the presence of General,
Lord Dannatt, Constable of the Tower of
London.

Marching to the Chapel
With the National Standard of the Association

and that of the WO’s and SNCO’s laid over the
Altar, prayers were said for the serving and
retired members of the RAF Regiment.

A post- service reception provided all with
welcome refreshments and a chance to catch up
on news. The Chairman in his speech
expressed a vote of thanks to the Uxbridge
Branch for organising another annual event
which was very much enjoyed, and well
attended
My thanks to Francis Xavier for the above! Ed
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Ode of Remembrance
In the last issue of Chapter Chatter I praised

our friend Tom Edwards for standing up and
singing a stanza from the poem “For the Fallen”
at our spring dinner. In a follow up note from
Tom he forwarded a copy of the Royal Canadian
Legion Remembrance Day Service programme
which showed the verse Tom sang for us that
day.

My curiosity was peaked and by way of a
Google search I found much of interest that
perhaps we who repeat those wonderful words
should be aware of.

The poem named “For the Fallen” was written
by Laurence Binyon, and was originally
published in “The Times” in September of 1914.
It was written to honour the World War dead of
that time, especially since the Battle of the
Marne was foremost in everyone’s mind. A
plaque commemorating the spot where the
author wrote the poem is erected in The Romps,
Northern Cornwall near the town of Portreath.

A fitting place for such a memorable poem

The poem has seven stanzas, but over time
only the third and fourth are used.
“They went with songs to the battle, they were
young.
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds
uncounted.
They fell with their faces to the foe.
They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow
old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years
condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.
(Above is the fourth and familiar stanza)

They mingle not with their laughing comrades
again,
They sit no more at familiar tables of home:
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England’s foam

The fourth verse has now been accorded the
title of “Ode of Remembrance”

In Australia the phrase “Lest we Forget” is
often added and repeated after the final line of
the fourth verse. The U.K., New Zealand and in
Singapore, the final line “We will remember
them” is the most common response as it is in
Canada.

Some other notes of interest are that in both
Australia and New Zealand these countries
Returned and Service Leagues read the “Ode of
Remembrance nightly at 7 p.m. followed by a
minute’s silence. It is also read as part of the
‘Dawn Service’ broadcast at 6 a.m. and quite
often is followed by the playing of the Last Post!
The second verse “They went…” is also read
each evening at 8.p.m. at the Menin Gate, Ypres
Belgium usually by a British soldier and is
followed again with the playing of the Last Post.

ICP
Annual Dressing of the Graves.

Our turnout at the Church Service was very
well attended with seven members and three of
our wives in attendance. With support from our
friends at 447 RCAFA and the Air Cadets from
779 Black Knight Squadron the Church was
again full

The Chapter were honoured to have Frank
Mills in charge of the parade details and with his
guidance we paid due respect to the graves of
the airmen being so honoured.

The Cadets Preparing to lay the Floral Tributes
Considering that the young cadets had only

been back in uniform for two weeks they
demonstrated how dedicated they are. They are
certainly our future!
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The Altar Flowers were again the gift of our
mutual friends Derek Rowe and John Hill, who
both trained at the Commonwealth Air Training
base at Mount Hope.

Ceremonial & Kit Report

Gentlemen as in my last report the Spar Shop
or as they call it the " Depot Shop " at RAF
Honington is still open for business, they have
all products relating to the RAF Regiment, to
order any requested items you can telephone on
BT 01359 237521, the hours of operation will be;

Monday 10:00 - 14:00hrs
Tuesday 16:00 20:00hrs
Wednesday 10:00 - 14:00hrs
Thursday 16:00 - 20:00hrs
Friday 10:00 - 14:00hrs

If you "Google" the Rock Ape Shop, on the
Internet you will find full details of the current
products and pricing.

We started our parades this year with the
Warriors Day Parade, unfortunately we only had
4 members with our Chapter Standard, but
those 4 members did us proud by winning the
best marching group trophy, well done, Iain
Purves, Dave Jeffery, Willie Wood and John
Wreglesworth.

The annual Dressing of the 14 RAF Graves at
St Paul's Anglican Church, Glanford, for this
Service we had a pretty good turnout, when we
went into the Church the weather was terrible,
very heavy rain, we thought we would not be
able to have the Dressing of the Graves, but
after many prayers when the Service finished
the sun was shining and it turned out a beautiful
day, it is nice that we remember these lads who
came all this way from the UK to train for the
War only to die in training in Canada, " We Will
Remember Them "

Our next Parade is Remembrance Day at the
Canadian War Plane Heritage Museum, on the
11th November. We meet at the Museum at
10:00hrs please try to be earlier than this as it
fills up very fast, there are about 2.500 people to
be seated every year. We try to always get the
second row but it is not easy to keep seats, this
year Tom Drinkeld will be laying our Regiment
wreath, if you have not been to this Service
please try and make it, you will not regret it, as it
is an Excellent Service, afterwards we go to 447
Wing RCAFA for something to eat and of course
some liquid refreshments.
Per Ardua Frank Mills

Part of History Act II

Although we knew that the “Lancaster”, or
“Vera” as she is being called now, (in reference
to her tail numbers), was due back in Hamilton
sometime during the week of September 25th.It
was only on the 26

th,
late in the afternoon that I

received the call, “David Rohrer (CEO of the
Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum) would
welcome having the Colour party greet us on our
return”

Despite phone and e-mail messages it was
difficult to assemble as many of us as we had for
the departure. However Willie Wood, Dave
Jeffrey and I along with the President and 7
members of 447 Wing, RCAFA stepped up and
we were able to put on an impressive Colour
Party.

The ETA this time was for a noon hour arrival,
and thanks to the marvel of Flight Radar 24, we
had a complete visual track of the Lancaster as
she flew the last leg of her journey from
Gatineau, Quebec.

We were mustered out on the apron with
orders to proceed, after she landed, and the
engines were shut down, to a point just under
the port wing tip. (The back blast from four
engines has to be felt to be appreciated!)
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The arrival ‘fly past’

“Piping Her home between the cargo jets”

“The Colour Party in position as requested!”

Safely home to a fantastic reception!
Our congratulations to the crew and to the

citizens in Britain for their excellent support!

Iain Purves (905) 690-0506
President/Editor iama387@netzero.net

Box 1451,
Waterdown, On. L0R 2H0

Roy Gourley (289)-426-1536
Secretary gourleyroy@gmail.com

88, Sandollar Drive,
Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0

Dave Jeffrey (905) 938-2316
Treasurer captjay@sympatico.ca

1 Richelieu Drive,
St Catharines, ON. L2M 2B5

Frank Mills (905)-679-1952
Ceremonial irishranger750@gmail.com

& Kit 98 Greentrail Drive’
Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0

Brian Patten (905)-388-8288
Sick/Welfare Unit 21,

145, Rice Avenue,
Hamilton, On. L9C 6R3

Marion Purves (905) 690-0506
Membership iama387@netzero.net

Box 1451,
Waterdown. ON L0R 2H0

You are encouraged to address issues and
suggestions to any member of the Executive at
any time. Our purpose is to serve your interests.

Per Ardua- We Are Bonded


