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  President’s Message 
      Once again the clock tells us that yet 
another year has come and gone! I must 
congratulate each and everyone of you for your 
support, your responses from all across Canada, 
your confidence in your executive and finally 
your fast reply to our asking for your E-mailed 
acceptance of a donation to send ‘Christmas 
Cheer’ to our Gunners out in Afghanistan. 
 In e-mail from Wing Commander Hooker (Retd.) 
at RAF Honington it was gratifying to see that a 
total of One Thousand, Three Hundred and 
Forty Eight Pounds were raised from the 
donations!  
    Two of our members made the trip back home 
and were enthusiastic about the camaraderie 
shown to them as they paraded with the RAF 
Regiment and National Service RAF Association 
Groups on November 10

th
. at the Cenotaph in 

London. 
 

 
David Jeffrey and John Wreglesworth meet on a 
sunny November 10

th
 on Horse Guards Parade 

   
  David has sent along a report and travelogue 
of his travels and his meeting with some of the 
lads he served with during his time in the 
Regiment. It certainly makes for interesting 
reading, most especially for myself since his 
travels in Edinburgh were among all the notable 
places as a schoolboy I was schooled in and 
had to write many an essay about! 
 
    Congratulations David! 
  

 
 
   The previously published adventures of 
member Norm Hatch have caused quite a stir  
with our Regimental Museum representative, Bill 
Espie. Norm sent over the final pages of his own 
War-service records and travels through North 
Africa, Greece, Italy and through Austria to the 
Czechoslovakian border. Along with the written 
copy Norm sent along a small group of 
‘captured’ photographs left behind as the 
Luftwaffe made a hasty exit from the airfield at 
Klagenfort. Bill tells me that Norm’s reporting 
and photographs, so well documented, will be a 
‘must see’ for all Junior Officers and Gunners 
during their time at RAF Honington. 
 

 
        One of the “Captured” photographs   
   Our Annual Remembrance Dinner at the 
“Judge and Jester” on November 3

rd
 was again 

a most congenial affair.  We were blessed with a 
reasonably dry day for our far-flung travellers, 
and with the earlier start all of us were safely 
home before dark. In all we had a total of 18 
members, wives and guest who thoroughly 
enjoyed the varied repast offered up by the 
management of the venue.  
 
   Many of us are now either on winter vacations 
in warmer climes, or planning their escape at 
years ends. Marion and I are safely down in 
Myrtle Beach and send you all our Very Best 
Wishes of the Christmas Season with our hope 
for a Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 
 Per Ardua                    Iain C. Purves, President  
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Treasurer’s Report 
   A brief update on our finances shows that our 
general account now stands at $726.24 and our 
contingency fund account stands at $742.46. 
By the time you read this, the general fund will 
be depleted further by approx. $220.00. This ref-
lects an amount sent to the U.K. as our gift to a 
fund administered by Headquarters to our 
serving gunners on duty in Afghanistan and 
elsewhere, as well as costs incurred by our 
secretary. In about six weeks, I shall be sending 
out dues notices. As no changes were made to 
our annual dues fee at the last AGM, we will 
continue at the previous amount of $35.00 for 
Chapter members and $20.00 for Associates.   
                                 David Jeffrey Treasurer 
 
Vacation Time 
 
   President Iain has suggested that I jot a few 
lines concerning my vacation in the U.K. I 
landed in Glasgow on Monday the 21

st
 Oct. A 

pre-rented SEAT “Leon” took me to Larbert 
where I spent three days with friends and visited 
the Wallace memorial, the Falkirk Wheel and 
Stirling Castle. Thursday saw me off to 
Edinburgh where I stayed with John Scaife until 
Monday. I had served with John in Cyprus and 
at RAF Sealand in Cheshire.  

    While in “Auld Reekie” I visited the National 
Museum of Scotland, the Covenanters 
Graveyard and of course “Greyfriars Bobby”. 
The following day we visited a Coal Mining 
museum, then out to a very nice supper in the 
evening. On Sunday I visited the National Air 
museum. Of note in this museum is one of the 
Vulcan Aircraft that took part in the bomb raid on 
Stanley Airfield during the Falklands War, as 
well as a Concord Airliner.  

   At around noon on Monday, I left John’s for 
Inverness where I visited and stayed with Joe 
Davidson whom I had first met in training and 
again in Cyprus. Tuesday I visited Fort George 
wherein is the “Highlander’s Museum” This has 
to be the pride of any Highland Regiment, not 
only Scottish but also, Canadian, Australian and 
New Zealanders. The items on display include 
many medal groups, eleven of which contain a 
Victoria Cross. In the evening, Joe, who is on 
the sponsoring committee of 161 Squadron 
A.T.C., took me to see the Cadets where I gave 
them a brief talk on the Canadian Air Cadet 
system after which they presented me with a few 
squadron badges. I left them a Canadian car 
pennant and a promise to contact them with 
suitable Canadian Air Cadet Insignia.      

Wednesday and into the afternoon, Joe and a 
friend loaded up my car with Poppy boxes and 
cash cans and we had a pleasant time delivering 
these to various businesses in Inverness. On 
Thursday I meandered around downtown 
Inverness photographing various sites that took 
my interest including that of Inverness Castle. I 
left Joe late morning on Friday taking a slow 
ride, down to Hinkley in Leicestershire where I 
spent the night and then on to final destination, 
Hornchurch in Essex 

 

          The RAF Regiment Memorial Plot 

.  The last ten days of the vacation was spent 
visiting with friends and shopping expeditions 
into London. I also visited the Air Museum at 
Duxford in Cambridgeshire. The highlight of this 
time was visiting the Memorial Gardens at 
Westminster, where I placed a memorial cross 
to honour our recently departed comrades of the 
Canadian Chapter, RAF Regt. Association. I can 
attest to the fact that it is a very moving 
experience to walk about these gardens and 
view the hundreds of thousands of crosses in 
the various Regimental and Commonwealth 
Memorial Plots. 

  
John Smart renewing his acquaintance with 
Dave. 
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    Parading with the veterans at Horse Guards, 
and the Cenotaph on November 10

th
 I was                

joined by John Wreglesworth who was marching 
with his National Service comrades. On The 
Monday I joined with members of the Royal 
British Legion as they visited the War Graves in 
my local church. (I used to live in Hornchurch 
before immigrating to Canada) 

 

  David with the members of Hornchurch Legion 

       On Tuesday I took John to visit the 
Memorial Gardens, the RAF Memorial on the 
Thames Embankment and then on to the church 
of St.Clement Daynes, which as you may 
remember is the Chapel of the Royal Air Force. 
Tuesday evening I visited with another ex Rock, 
Jimmy Childs whom I had served with in Cyprus.  
Jimmy and I became great friends after demob 
and spent many an evening touring the hot 
spots of the West End in London at night. I 
returned to Toronto on Thurs. 14

th
 Nov.   

                                                      David Jeffrey.  

Secretary’s Report 

    All outstanding communications have been 
recorded and filed for future reference.  

                                         Roy Gourley Secretary 

   Sick and Welfare 

   We were sorry to hear that George Stephen 
has had a back operation, hopefully he will be 
up and about really feeling better and not in 
such pain. Speaking to Roberta, she informed 
me that George is able to move about a bit, but 
would not be well enough for attending the 
Remembrance Day service at the Canadian 
Warplane Heritage Museum. Hopefully, she 
reported that he would be well enough to attend 
our Remembrance dinner. Sick and Welfare 
Chairman, Brian Patten is currently in hospital 
with an unspecified (as yet) ailment!  May I 
extend my thanks to our local members who 

have visited Brian, to offer their encouragement 
for his speedy recovery.  As I was compiling this 
report I have just received the good news that 
Brian has been discharged from hospital, and is 
at home on the way to gaining strength and his 
appetite for something other than hospital food!  

                                                                     ICP 
2013 Grave Dressing Service    

 

   Rachel Herman stands proudly by her display. 

   As part of a school project on Civic Duty, 
fifteen-year-old Rachel undertook the weeding, 
flower selection and planting all summer long   
She is to be congratulated for her efforts on 
behalf of all of us! 

 

The Dressing Party ready to Honour the Fallen  
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   Following this year’s ceremony members of 
the Church and the Cadets, Wing members and 
our Regiment members were all treated to a 
luncheon and reception at 447 Wing RCAFA. 

Remembrance Day Services 

   Once again our turnout at the Remembrance 
Day Service held at the Canadian Warplane 
Heritage Museum at Mount Hope was 
exemplary! Even the MC, Bill McBride made a 
special point of complimenting us on our 
smartness of dress and decorum. Well done 
all!

 

   Members, Wives and Friends at the Museum 

   Frank Mills did us the honour in the laying of 
our wreath with his usual military bearing. 
Unfortunately this year there were so many 
presenters that I was unable to get the 
necessary photo opportunity. It is simply 
amazing that the attendance at this 
Remembrance Service, even on a workday day, 
has now reached over two thousand two 
hundred plus attendees.  

Armistice Sunday in the U.K. 

       
RAF Regiment Association Members on Parade 

   If you look carefully at the above photograph 
you might just pick out our Chapter Treasurer 
David Jeffrey, third man back in the file closest 
to the right side of the photograph. It was 
forwarded to me by sharp-eyed Nick Bacon, who 
I guess had it forwarded to him by one of the old 

Number One Squadron lads. 

Your Stories 

Roy 

   During my service in the Middle East 1962-
1963 in Bahrain the officer in charge of the 
section was a stickler for rules and discipline. 
Now as everyone knows “techies” are not noted 
for sticking to the military rules so he had lots to 
keep him amused. I remember during one 
AOC’s inspection he rushed in and ordered my 
friend Mike and myself to follow him and bring 
the vacuum cleaner.  We followed him outside to 
the compound, which was enclosed in barbed 
wire. 
    Now, during guard duty at night one would 
have a crafty smoke and flick the butt into the 
wire so he ordered us to vacuum it up.  We were 
in the middle of this when the AOC and his 
minions arrived. We came to attention and he 
asked us what we were doing. Cleaning the 
desert sir, says Mike. After a moment’s silence 
he asked, who told you to do that?  “Squadron 
Leader#####“, says Mike. “Carry on”, says the 
AOC, looking a little confused. I often wondered 
what he said to Squadron Leader #####! 
                                                        Roy Gourley 
  
“Nick” 
   In 1964 I joined the Royal Air Force Regiment 
(1 Squadron) and 45 years later my youngest 
son Dave joined the Royal Canadian Regiment. 
Upon reading his swearing in certificate I see the 
Canadian Forces pledge allegiance to Her 
Majesty Queen of Canada not the governing 
body of Canada – interesting.  There are a lot of 
similarities to his joining and mine – 
apprehension and basic training issues. On the 
previous basics course to his, 20 out of the 
original 60 were VR’d (voluntarily retired), this 
within the first three weeks of training. 
 
    I am certain during my training at RAF 
Catterick no one asked to leave, nor can I 
remember anyone quitting during the RAF 
Swinderby basic training. Which leaves me to 
believe that either the selection procedures are 
less stringent these days in Canada or the basic 
training is much more stressful than ours in the 
UK (1964). Maybe I am just comparing ‘apples 
to oranges.’ 
 
   The list of military gear he received on arrival 
at basics is unbelievable; I hope he has enough 
storage space.  Though with only four per room - 
unlike my experience of 18 per room and one 
tall locker and another short one, there most 
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likely will be ample storage facilities available. 
   I was curious as to how the Canadian military 
will deal with the issues of electronic 
paraphernalia that nearly all-young adults seem 
to have attached to themselves 24/7 and I was 
quite impressed.  All these electronic devices for 
the duration of basic training (3 months) are 
banned, any use is subject to a charge and 
demerit points. As well, unlike RAF Swinderby 
and RAF Catterick no booze consumption is 
permitted (24/7) during the initial 3 months, not 
even to drown ones sorrows.  Maybe that’s why 
the VR rate is so high during this initial period of 
time (withdrawal symptoms).  
   Prior to any overseas duty the Royal Canadian 
Regiment’s training consists of basics (3 
months) and then on to battle school (4 months). 
Many of us during our RAF Regiment days went 
overseas some 4 months after signing on, 
unless sent to St Athens for driver training (A 
Class License).  It seems to me that training 
today in Canada and most likely the UK is 
significantly more in depth than it was back in 
1964.  With the issues in Afghanistan for the 
CAF and of course for the UK in both Iraq and 
Afghanistan it seems effective training is 
essential as the bad guys seem much better 
trained and equipped than for example, our foes 
in Aden during the 1960’s.    
   Hopefully, there will come a time when the 
military will be only required for the defense of 
one’s own country. However, my belief in the 
“tooth fairy” disappeared from my mind set some 
60 years ago. 
Per Ardua                                       “Nick” Bacon 
 
Norm 
     Not to be outdone regarding my stories of the 
‘famed’ boxers in our midst came a note from 
Norm Hatch to tell of his first week after joining 
the RAF draft, that he too was in the ring and 
won a medal and a cup for his efforts at RAF 
Burnaby-on-Tees.   His photographs of that time 
caught my eye and this one especially!  
                             

 

   . A Ford body with a Rolls Royce Engine 
   According to the report the truck carried three 
tents, cooking equipment, kit and nine men! It 
never once let the gun crew down, even in deep 
mud whilst towing a 40mm Bofor. 
 

 
Norm is seen in this photo standing with two 
Iraqi Levies.  
 He noted especially them wearing RAF issue 
shoes! 
(Were all the lads so young? Considering this 
was taken after the Desert Campaign and the 
landings in Greece) 
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Brian Patten was most impressed with the truck 
The usual group of us were at the Wing for our 
monthly ‘get together’, and for interest I brought 
along the photographs and maps of Norm’s 
journeys.  
 
   We had a good round table discussion on the 
routes and actions of Norm and the gun crew. 
 

           
    John Bamlett enjoying memories too! 
 
   After two years in the desert at El Adem John 
seemed to be totally engrossed in the 
photographs and the accompanying maps. 
 
   Our story about the artifacts doesn’t end there, 
because acting on a tip from Johnny Ballantyne 
in the U.K. I asked Bill Espie whether he could 
use this material. Not only will they be using it at 
our Museum in RAF Honington, but Bill reported 
back to me that the Bofor 40/60 currently there 
is to be repainted over the winter and will bear 
the name “Calliope Jane” painted somewhere on 
the new paintwork! 
What an honour for Norm Hatch, he is a most 
worthwhile recipient!!!!! 
 
Tom Edwards 
   My phone rang the other afternoon and a 
rather loud, strong Welsh voice said, ”I have a 
bone to pick with the editor (me)!  Wondering 
where I went wrong I waited with some 
trepidation. “ In the last ‘Chapter Chatter’ you 
mentioned we only had one ‘Ground Gunner’ in 
the Chapter, well you were wrong! I too have a 
“GG” certificate and even though they got my 
birthday wrong, I was still there at the 
beginning!”  
  So I apologized, and hopefully if anyone else e 
does have a certificate please let me know so 
that I can keep the record straight. 

   Tom too served in the North African Campaign 
and was kind enough to telephone Norm Hatch 
to offer his remembrances too of those times 
spent in the desert  
     Their recent trip home to Wales was both a 
happy time and a sad time. June and Tom saw 
their friends in South Wales, but then went on to 
tell me that their trip unfortunately ended on a 
sad note with the passing of June’s brother a 
few days before they managed to get up to see 
him in the hospital in Yorkshire. 
On behalf of the Chapter, June may I offer to 
you our sincere condolences. 
 

Here is a Question. 
    A few months ago one of my friends from 
‘over home’ sent me a clipping from the local 
paper, Noted was a query from the sports desk 
regarding a football game played in the Western 
Desert. Since many of our lads served in the 
North Africa Campaign I can only ask if anyone 
remembers watching a game in which a team 
from Edinburgh, Scotland won what is called 
“The Collins Cup?”  The inscription on the cup 
says, “Won outright by Hibernians, 603 
Squadron RAF Football team, Western Desert 
Middle East Forces 15-4-1944. Any replies 
would shed some light on a real football 
mystery. 
 
Claire and John Bamlett’s Travels 
   John and Clair Bamlett joined the Chapter a 
few years ago, and in conversation I found that 
they had a wonderful relationship and a thirst 
(no pun intended) to visit every Canadian Legion 
Branch in Ontario. This is their story. 

    This adventure started back in the spring of 
2008 when I had the wild and wacky idea of 
having a drink in every Legion Branch in 
Ontario. One spring day I said to my wife that I 
wanted to put my wacky idea into practice 
starting with Branch 101. Her response was that 
we should at least give it a try and so began our 
travels  
 At this point in time I had no idea of how many 
Branches there were, or even where they were 
located. I knew where some were, and by 
looking up the Toronto area telephone directory, 
a search of the Legion magazine and with a 
review of the Branch ribbons I tried to compile 
my lists. 
   As it so happened I met a friend at an Ontario 
Group A.G. M. and when I told him of my quest 
he said that he could supply me with an old list. 
It was old and not complete, but it was a good 
start. I purchased two cork notice boards, a 
notebook and then posted a map of Southern 
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Ontario on the largest board with a map of the 
Northern area on the smaller one.  
   Taking the information from the lists, I was 
able to put pins into the maps showing the 
locations I needed. From this I was able to plan 
our routes. When planning an outing I was able 
to plot our journeys and thus was able to visit 
three or four Branches over a weekend! On our 
return home I would then put the Branch number 
and town into my logbook, put the ribbon in an 
album, and check it off my list, and remove the 
pins from my map. When we were up in Aurora 
we went into the Ontario Provincial Command 
Offices and tried to obtain a full Branch listing. 
The receptionist wasn’t able to provide us with 
such a list, but was able to guide us to the web 
pages for such a listing. 
 
 

 
John in Saskatoon with our “Chapter Chatter.” 
   
   Since I wasn’t on the Internet or knew how to 
even access the web our local librarian soon 
enlightened me. After many hours of study I then 
had a complete list of the unknown locations and 
was able to plot them onto our maps. What this 
meant to us was that we now had an interesting 
and enjoyable means of exploring Ontario, 
meeting a lot of very friendly people. We found 
many little towns and villages, places that we 
would not normally have gone. We had many 
wonderful trips, mostly day trips, but on occasion 

an overnight stay added to our pleasure. 
Perhaps our longest series of journeys and visits  
took us from Mississauga to Alexandria on to 
Hawksbury, down to Russell and back home, a 
total of just over 1000 kilometres Attending the 
A.G.M. of the RCAFA out in Saskatchewan was 
our farthest trip.  After three days of hard driving 
out and as many coming home, Claire and I 
were able to add seven Branches in Ontario, 
one in Manitoba and one in Saskatoon. So far 
this is what we have discovered,   
 There is a branch that only opens for special 
occasions, two that are offices only, four that 
have no building at all but meet in the local Lions 
Hall. Of the four hundred and nine Royal 
Canadian Legion Branches we have visited 
three hundred and thirty, which leaves us with 
only another seventy-two to visit!  
                                                       John Bamlett  
Seen on T.V. 
   Imagine the surprise of sitting watching a 
television show when suddenly you are jolted 
out of your usual indifference. Such was the 
occasion when on a show pitting warriors 
against warriors both past and present, the 
announcer advised that tonight we were to see a 
trial of military strategy and ability between two 
man teams of crack American Rangers and of 
the RAF Regiment. 
   The object of the exercise was divided into 
three phases. The first was a run and fire 
exercise to explode two targets spaced on either 
side of a central unit. The American team drew 
first explosion while the Regiment team’s shot 
was low and down ‘right’.  However the next 
shot saw the American team off target and with 
an enormous explosion the Regiment lads hit 
the central switch and both targets disappeared! 
One up for us! 
   The second exercise was a rapid- fire exercise 
using an M60 machine gun to punch through a 
blocking feature to hit the target behind the 
obstacle.  Our lads had a mechanical problem 
with the weapon and were beaten by their 
antagonists. One all! 
   The third and final exercise was a timed 
exercise, set up on a small hill and required a 
reconnaissance of a small hut, guarded by a 
sentry and housing a hostage who was required 
to be rescued after first disposing of the sentry. 
The Ranger duo decided on a straight down the 
steepest part of the hill attack, whilst our 
Regiment team took a small, screened approach 
to their target. Both teams disposed of the sentry 
and rescue of the hostage in equal times, but 
the fitness of our lads showed in their speedy 
return to the hilltop.  
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  The Ranger team were a few seconds slower 
in their effort to bring the hostage up the steep 
ascent they had selected. Regiment gains again! 
   Unfortunately I didn’t catch the names of our 
victorious Regiment team, but to them both, we 
send our appreciation for showing our American 
friends that we are a force to be reckoned with! 
(If my memory is a bit short on the actual data, 
my apologies! Ed.) 
 
 A New Posting? 
 
    Sometimes on ones travels something strikes 
a cord and begs a question. Such was the case 
a few weeks ago when we stopped to view the 
overlook of the Kinzua Dam in Northwestern  
Pennsylvania. Attached to the gate of the Army 
Corps of Engineers entrance to the control 
buildings was a small notice. 
 

 
The entrance gates to the Dam Control Rooms 
   On closer examination the sign that had 
caused me to take a second look was quickly 
apparent. 
 

          
A new operation for a Force Protection Team? 
 
  Certainly a puzzling sign to see, but then the 
Dam does contain a massive amount of water 
above a power station, a downstream fuel and 
oil refinery and the town of Warren, PA                                                                                                    

 
      
                                                   

Iain Purves            (905) 690-0506 
President/Editor    iama387@netzero.net 
                              Box 1451, 
                              Waterdown, On. L0R 2H0     
                             
 Roy Gourley          (289)-426-1536 
    Secretary                gourleyroy@gmail.com 

                                   88, Sandollar Drive, 
                                  Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0       
    
Dave Jeffrey      (905) 938-2316 
Treasurer                captjay@sympatico.ca  

                         1 Richelieu Drive, 
     St Catharines, ON.  L2M 2B5 
 

Frank Mills            (905)-679-1952      
Ceremonial            irishranger750@gmail.com  
  & Kit                     98 Greentrail Drive’ 
                               Mount Hope, On. L0R 1W0 
 
Brian Patten         (905)-388-8288 
Sick/Welfare          Unit 21, 
                              145, Rice Avenue, 
                               Hamilton, On. L9C 6R3 

 Marion Purves       (905) 690-0506 
Membership           iama387@netzero.net                              
                               Box 1451, 
                               Waterdown. ON L0R 2H0 
 
 Website                 http://ccrafa.ning.com  
 
   You are encouraged to address issues and 
suggestions to any member of the Executive at 
any time. Our purpose is to serve your interests. 
       
              Per Ardua- We Are Bonded         
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