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The aim of the Association is to maintain and promote esprit de corps and comradeship 

amongst all RAF Regiment personnel, both past and present, in order to promote the good 

name, reputation and traditions of the Corps.  
 

Roll of Honour. 

I am glad to say that I have not been notified of anyone going on the advance 

party this quarter. 

Branch Birthday List 

The following Members have Birthdays coming up:- 

October. Tony Ranford, Frank Roberts, Ernie Bucknall, Ken Lobley and Ray Hill. 

November. Peter Swash. 

December. Our Christmas baby Peter Cole who was born on the 25th (perhaps 

I’ve got the name wrong) . 

 

We wish you  all a  very Happy Birthday and good 

health for the future. 

 

If I have missed anyone’s birthday this year please let me know so that I can 

put it on the list for next year. 



Sick Parade 

I have been in contact with some of our members who have not been well of 

late:- 

Ralph Dean – Ralph was well enough to attend the Commemoration at the 

NMA  and really enjoyed being back in the fold after being in and out of 

Hospital with Kidney failure and other related problems, his good friend John 

from Gt Barr accompanied him and both enjoyed the day, it was good to see 

you out and about Ralph. 

Michael Beard - at the Branch Meeting at Bloxwich we met up again with 

Michael and Katy Beard, Michael has been very ill with leg and foot problems 

and at one point was in danger of losing his foot, but I am glad to report he 

was up and about and enjoyed reminiscing about the old days at the Branch. 

Don Hancock – As you will recall Don was having trouble walking and needed a 

scooter to help him get out and about. Through Roy Thomas (who is our RAFA 

representative) we were able to put him in touch with RAFA who have 

arranged for Don to to have the use of an electric scooter, as Ena, having heart 

problems, would not be able to push a normal wheelchair about. He is now 

able to go up the shops etc and take up his hobby of knocking coppers helmets 

off   

If you are unwell or need a little bit of help please contact me and let me know, 

I have information on all of the ex service organisation that may be able to 

assist. 

 

The Branch Ladies Section 

To be included at a later date 

R.A.F Regiment Association Ladies Medalion. 

We have had a good response to the Ladies Medalion so far 19 members of 

the Branch have purchased one for their Ladies. Sales to other Branches have 

totalled 120, so a good start but I do have some left for sale, so if you do want 

one for your loved ones please contact me at the usual address. 



We have titled  the medalion “Ladies” for a reason, as it was not only wives, 

partners and girlfriends that waited for us but also the other Ladies in our lives, 

guess what they are called, that’s right!! Daughters, they also waited for us and 

now in some cases, are looking after us instead of our wives and partners, so 

give them a thank you as well. 

Annual Corps Memorial Commemoration – Alrewas  27th June 

This very important event for the Association members and Serving Members 

of the Corps, and  is the Corps Annual Memorial Commemoration Service at 

the Regiments Plot at the Arboretum, this is beatifully kept as befits the 

Regiment and the Ceremony was well attended by the Corps with the presence 

of the Commandant General , Senior Officers and SNCO and a flight of Airmen 

from R.A.F Honington and  the Guard of Honour for the Queens Colour Party.  

The Service was conducted by The Reverend (Flight Lieutenant ) P Wilson RAF. 

the Chaplain from RAF Honington who had to contend with aeroplanes and 

helicopters flying displays overhead but still managed to do a great job.

 

Before the main Service of Commemoration, a short service of remberance 

was held  for Jeff Stevenson the past Chairman of the Association. On the 



ground you will see grey blocks, these contain the details of the person 

remembered. Attending the Service was Mrs Sue Stevenson, Jeffs wife, the CG, 

Air Commadore Andrew Hall, National Officers – Chairman Peter Lawrence, 

Secretary Frank Xavier on the right, in line are Tom Monteith of the Lincoln 

Branch, Tom Magee National Treasurer and also the Secretary of the 

Birmingham Branch ( wearing his shoulder flashes on his blazer ) Ralph Dean of 

the Birmingham Branch ( well the back of his head anyway ) 

 

Marching on the Standards of the National Association, WO & SNCO 

Association, Birmingham Branch, Essex Branch, Lincolnshire Branch and 

Norfolk Branch, Rob is on the right at the back. The three Airmen are holding 

the wreaths ready for the Wreath Laying Party (notice the new Lance Corporal 

stripe on the first Airman). When the Associations Standards were in position 

the Colour Party Marched on with The Queens Colour,that was gently swaying  

to the beat of the step, a very moving and proud moment for most of the 

people attending, with some like me having a moist eye at the sight of OUR 

Colour being Paraded so well by those young men. 



  

The above photo just goes to show the the commitment of the Birmingham 

Branch members, we have Rob parading the Birmingham Branch Standard and 

Birmingham Branch member ex WO Michael Silver parading the Standard of 

the WOs & SNCOs Association as well, what a turn out !!. 

 



Then the Royal Air Force Regiments Queens Colour was marched on by the 

Colour Party consisting of Two Sergeants, a Warrant Officer and Carrying the 

Standard a Flight Lieutenant, all very smart in their Number One uniforms. 

Standing by to play the Last Post and Reveille was a Royal Marine Bugler who 

did a great job for us. 

The wreath laying party marched to a position in front of the RAF Regiment 

Memorial. 

 

In the centre of the photo is our Commandant General, Air Commordore 

Andrew Hall, on his left is Sqn Leader Peter Lawrence (Retired) Chairman of the 

R.A.F.Regiment Association, and on the right is Station Warrant Officer John 

Gall from R.A.F Honington, representing the WO & SNCO Association. 

Judging by the medals on these three men it shows exactly how involved the 

RAF Regiment is in International conflicts. 

The Memorial itself lists the areas of service we have been involved insince we 

have been formed, and I am sure there will be more place names to be 

engraved on to it. 



The event was well supported by many ex members of the Regiment and their 

families, some of whom had to be assisted and some that struggled to get out 

of their wheelchairs with a tear in their eyes when the Colours were marched 

in, a very moving moment, and it was nice to see a serving Squadron Leader 

pushing his baby around in a pram. 

 

 

R.A.F Regiment Association Tower of London Chapel Service – 12th July 

This event is fast becoming one of the most popular events in the National 

Association Calendar, so much so that we cannot get booked in to the event 

this year. Rob McGowran whose Brother Peter is the Yeoman Warder, has said 

that he will be discussing a visit to the Tower next year, with Peter, who has 

said he would arrange for the Branch to have a ‘special visit’ next year. No 

dates have been given but I will inform you in good time. 

Robert McGowran did manage to Parade our Branch Standard at the Tower, 

and David Gooding paraded the National Association Standard, they were 

accompanied by Jayne and Debbie who had a great time chatting to the 

Yeoman Guards, especially as they were both ex RAF Regiment (the Yeomen 

that is, not Jayne and Debbie). The Yeoman Guard marched them up to the 

Chapel and Rob’s brother Peter marched them back down the hill. As this was 



taking place the Changing of the Guard itself took place and who do you think 

manned that Guard, yes you have got it, The R.A.F.Regiment, and who do you 

think they relieved, Yes, you have got it again, The R.A.F. Regiment, this I am 

informed is what they call Blue on Blue, so all in all it was a great day for the 

R.A.F Regiment. ( I don’t have to keep typing it, but I just love typing out The 

R.A.F.Regiment ( oh no I’ve done it again  ). 

 

You can see Dave in the centre of the Photo, Rob is at the back on the left. 

After the service there was an invitation to the Yeomans Bar for a few drinks 

an a ‘pull up a sand bag’ session, a great time was had by all. I will let you know 

the arrangements for our visit next year when I get them.  

 

 



V J Day in London 

David Gooding was asked to Parade the National Standard by the National 

Chairman of the Association, and again did a great job ‘ Well done Dave’. 

 



Branch Meeting at Bloxwich 

The meeting at the Bloxwich Showman, part of the Wetherspoon chain, went 

very well. We arrived at the venue to be greeted by Katy and Michael Beard in 

the foyer, there was lots of hugs and kisses and the Ladies also shook hands 

too . 

We then found a suitable table for us all and enjoyed a very good lunch and a 

drink, Bill Bennett made a nuisance of himself by insisting on what he ordered 

and not what the young lady had brought him , but in the end we all had 

what we wanted. We spent the next couple of hours chatting away quite 

happily. 

Field of Rememberance Westminster Abbey – 5th November  

On the Thursday before the Rememberance Parade the Field of 

Rememberance is open for members of the Public to place crosses 

remembering their loved ones, in the appropriate sections. The R.A.F Regiment 

has its own section and is manned by members of the Associations National 

Management Committee, usually Steven Horton and Frank Xavier who will 

guide members to the plot. 

If you cannot get there yourself, Steve and Frank are available to place crosses 

for you, details of how to obtain crosses and where to send them once the 

message have been put on, will be in a later edition of the Flash Newsletter.  

National Rememberance Day – London and Nationwide 

Because of the very tight Security at the event, tickets for admission to Horse 

Guards for the Parade must be obtained in advance. 

The Branch Chairman David Gooding is the Rememberance Parade Co-

ordinator for the Association and tickets can only be obtained from him. We 

will inform members when to apply for tickets well in advance, this 

information will also be given in the Asssociations Newsletter The Flash. Only 

members of the Association can apply for tickets. We would like to get our 

members to go down to London to attend the Event, with a meal and a drink 

afterwards on MS Tattershall that is moored on the River Thames. There will 

be a great welcome given to you by our younger Rocks. 



Branch Meetings 

Branch meetings will take place on the following dates at the Duck Inn unless 

we agree to a change and have notifyed you in advance through the 

Newsletter. 

19th September, 17th October, 21st November, 12th December, 16th January 

2016, 20th February, 19th March, 16th April, 21th May, 18th June, 16th July, 20th 

August 2016. 

STOP PRESS 

We are going to change the date of the December meeting so that we can 

organise a Branch Christmas Lunch, the 19th would be too close to Christmas so 

we are looking for the 12th of December. To organise the event properly we 

need to have an idea of numbers, so please let me know if you will be 

attending, I know already that we will be at least 14, so it would mean that we 

have to find a venue that can cope with us on the Saturday Lunchtime.  

Please put these dates in your diaries and do try to join us, we look forward to 

meeting you all again. 

Blazer Shoulder Flashes. 

 

You will have noticed that I have made reference to this item in the newsletter, 

I have had them made 2/3 size and in Gold lettering on a Black background,  so 

as not to be confused with the Regular Flash, so far I have sold over 100 sets 

and have noticed that they are being worn on Blazers at various fuctions. I 

trained so hard for My ‘Flashes, giving blood, sweat,  and I have to admit it , 

tears as well, so I am proudly wearing mine. If you would like to buy a set of 

the Flashes they cost £3 a set including post and packaging ( you only have to 

sew them on yourself) contact me and I will send them out to you. 



Branch Newsletter 

At the present time we have only plans to produce 4 newsletters per year, 

these will appear . January, April, July, October 

This should enable us to give you the information in time for the events 

planned for this year. I will try to give out other information by email if you let 

me know your email addresses. If you are on the internet send me a test 

message, I can then add you on to my contact list 

Contact information. 

It would help with administration if all enquiries of any nature came through to 

me direct, I can then redirect the enquiry to the appropriate person and 

respond effectively to the query. You can contact me by phone 0121 429 5635  

Mobile 07446555672 , on my email rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk. or by post to 

Tom Magee 11 Pavilion Avenue Smethwick  West Midlands B67 6LA. 

 

The Branch officers would like to send best wishes and 

good health to you all ,and if we do not meet before , 

 

A Very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year 

 

 

Tom Magee  

Branch Secretary / Treasurer. 
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