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The Royal Air Force Regiment  
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http://www.rafregt.org.uk/ 

  
 

The aim of the Association is to maintain and promote esprit de corps and comradeship 

amongst all RAF Regiment personnel, both past and present, in order to promote the good 

name, reputation and traditions of the Corps.  
 

The Branch Committee wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

 

Roll of Honour. 

I have been notified of the loss of two of our members: - 

 Mr Brian Thornally. Brian joined the Branch in 2006 and passed away in the 

late summer of 2015, he will be sadly missed by his Wife and Family to whom 

the Corps extends its deepest condolences. 

Mr Ted Willetts. Ted Willetts of Erdington who had, after a very difficult time, 

had to have a leg amputated on the 11th of September 2015 and has spent 

several months in the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham recovering from 

the operation and was at in the Roxton Nursing Home in Sutton Coldfield as 

Margaret is unable to give him the support he needs at the moment due to 

having broken her hips. Complications set in and unfortunately he passed away 

on Tuesday 17th November. Ted was buried at Witton on Tuesday 8th 

December 2015. He will be sadly missed by his Wife Margaret and Family to 

whom the Corps extends its deepest condolences.  

N 
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Branch Birthday List 

The following Members have Birthdays coming up:- 

January. Robert Watkins, Chris Baxter, Sam Owen, Jim Bayliss, Steve Rowlands, 

Gus Schaurwen. 

February. David Kelly, Ray Harold, Hughie Cooper, Albert Weager. 

March. Bill Bennett, Colin Taylor, Brian Wakefield, Arthur Bryant, Mick Silver. 

We wish you all  a  very Happy Birthday and good 

health for the future. 

If I have missed anyone’s birthday this year, please let me know so that I can 

put it on the list for next year. 

Sick Parade 

If you are unwell or need a little bit of help please contact me and let me know, 

I have information on all of the ex-service organisation that may be able to 

assist. 

New Branch Members. 

We would like to welcome 4 new members to the Branch they are:- 

Andrew Brown – Andrew joined up in 1983 and has just left the R.A.F, he 

served on 58 Sqn, Cranwell, Swinderby, St Athans, and finally on Training 

Support Flight at RAF Honington. 

Sean Dwyer – Sean served from 1980 -83 on 2 Sqn and 51 Sqn 

Henry McGowan – Henry (who likes to be called Frank ) joined up in 1959 until 

1971 he  served on 48 Sqn, 16 Sqn, QCS, 34 Sqn, 16 Sqn and finally on Training 

Support Flight at Catterick 

Chris Yeleverton – Chris joined up in 1966 – 1971 and served on 37 Sqn, 16 

Sqn, 34 LAA Sqn and 48 Sqn. Chris as most of you will remember was a 

member of the Birmingham Branch many years ago but moved away and 
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joined the Catterick Branch, but he has decided to re-join us, and we welcome 

him back to the fold. Chris wrote to me after receiving the last Newsletter and 

commented “ it was nice to see Mick Silver parading the Standard at the NMA, 

Mick and I served on 48 Sqn in Northern Ireland, we were both S.A.C at that 

time. On our return to Catterick Mick and I used to hitch hike home to 

Birmingham every weekend, Micks family lived in Kingstanding and my Wife 

and Daughter lived in Northfield. On arrival in Kingstanding Mick would borrow 

his Dads car and give me a lift home to Northfield. I last saw Mick a few years 

ago, Mick was working on the Security Team at Brize Norton and I was 

contracted to the MOD escorting Hazardous Loads”.  

So you see, no matter where you go, we will find you, and we will……… No 

that’s a different story  .  

Welcome to you all, we are very proud that you have decided to join our 

Branch and hope the you will be able to meet up with us at one of the 

functions we are planning for 2016 or maybe at our Monthly Lunches. 

Battle of Britain Service - Hall of Memory – Birmingham 15th September 2015 

David and myself had the privilege to be invited to lay wreaths on behalf of the 

R.A.F and the R.A.F. Regiment Association at this very important event. 
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Amongst the distinguished guest was The Lord Mayor of Birmingham 

Councillor Raymond Hassell, Councillor Anita Ward, City Councils Armed Forces 

Champion and Father Oliver Goss. 

 We all met at the Mayors Parlour before the Service and walked in procession, 

led by the City Mace Bearer, from the Council House to the Hall of Memory.  

On the way many members of the public and tourists were happily snapping 

away with cameras and phones (it was because of David and me of course ).  

During the Service Anita read out the Exhortation and David recited the 

Kohima and the Prayers were read out by Father Goss (whose Dad was an 

R.A.F Padre) and then we laid our wreathes. 

 There were over twenty Standards on parade from all of the different Services 

and Cadet Groups, who all looked very smart. 

 Following the service, the Lord Mayor was invited to inspect the Standards, by 

Anita, who is also the Chairman of the Birmingham County Royal British Legion. 

Each and every one of the Standard Bearers was introduced to and shook 

hands with the Lord Mayor, which pleased both old and young alike  

After the Service we returned in procession to the Council House for coffee 

with the Lord Mayor who is also an ex-serviceman (Ray was Army but we can’t 

hold that against him !  ). 

We had a great day, and another event at which we have represented the 

R.A.F. Regiment, people are certainly getting to know the name.  

 

R A F REGIMENT ASSOCIATION A G M. 17th October 2015 

The  A.G.M. was held this year at the Heritage Centre at R.A.F. Honington the 

home of the Regiment it was well attended by members that included those 

who had been at the Reunion weekend at Gt Yarmouth and day pass visitors 

that had come just for the A.G.M. 

The first job was to get onto the Station so we all trundled into the Guard 

Room and had passes issued to us including the Wives, then it was onto the 

Heritage Centre for a look around all the exhibits some in the actual settings of 
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the conflicts, this was hosted by the Vice Chairman of the Association Bill Espie 

who is also the Heritage Centres Manager,  there was tea and coffee available 

from the Staff of the Centre at their own expense  which we all thanked them 

for, after about a half an hour it was time for lunch. This was held in the 

Airmen’s Mess and was quite a surprise for the Wives as they had to queue up 

for their meals,( I could not go with them as I had been invited to the Officers 

Mess for lunch,  I know its rough but somebody had to do it ). We all met up 

again at the Heritage Centre for a further look around the exhibits, then it was 

into the conference room for the A.G.M. 

The main change for us all was the proposal to raise annual subs to £12 per 

year. It was in 2004 that the last increase in subs was introduced and it was 

stated that £10 then would now be worth  £13.50. It was also mentioned that 

new members joining after the start date of 1st April have to pay full subs as we 

all do, but new members joining in second half of the year would have to 6 

months subs, this was felt to be unfair and that they should only pay for what 

was left of the year. So a vote was taken that the subs be increased to £12 and 

that new members would pay £1 per month of the time remaining in that 

financial year. This was voted for unanimously. 

After the formalities had taken place, we were given a presentation from 

members of 51 Squadron on the role of the Regiment today in the aftermath 

of the conflict in Afghanistan, this as you will all know means training and 

preparing for the next challenge to emerge. There are teams that look at how 

they operate in the field, look at how others have done their tasks and any 

new equipment that is being introduced, they then put all these in the pot and 

come up with new best practices to make them the best that they can possible 

be. 

Then we were addressed by our President and Commandant General, Air 

Commodore Andrew Hall. Who spoke to the Presentation team from 51 Sqn, 

and pointing to all the Veterans and Wives in the room, and said “These men 

and women are the family that you will join when you become a member of 

the Association, and you will become members of the Association won’t you”. 

So we are looking forward to receive a lot of application from the Serving 

members of the Corps. The words “you will” from the CG seem to have a 

different meaning than when I say them to Sue!!! . 
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After the AGM we had a last look around the Heritage Centre and then the Gt 

Yarmouth contingent got back on the coach to return to the hotel, to prepare 

for the Gala Dinner in the evening, and from the reports I have received they 

had a great time. Those who were just attending the AGM and the visit to the 

Heritage Centre then made their way home to all points of the compass. 

Annual Subscription for 2016 

As I have stated above, subscription for this year will go up to £17 per annum. 

£5 as usual to the Birmingham Branch and £12 to the National Association. 

Please forward your cheques etc. to me at the usual address, before March 1st 

2016. I will then forward the subs to the National Membership Secretary. 

Field of Remembrance Westminster Abbey – 5th November  

On the Thursday before the Remembrance Parade, the Field of Remembrance 

was open for members of the Public 

to place crosses remembering their 

loved ones, in the appropriate 

sections.  

The R.A.F Regiment had its own 

section and was manned by members 

of the Associations National 

Management Committee, Steven 

Horton and Frank Xavier who guided 

members to the plot and helped place 

the crosses where required.  

The picture shows our Field of 

Remembrance, The new Crossed 

Rifles Carving especially 

commissioned for this year’s event by 

our Regimental Secretary, Martin Hooker, and Flt Lt Mark Bowden the Deputy 

Squadron Commander of the Queens Colour Squadron.  
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National Remembrance Day – London and Nationwide. 8th November 2015 

We mustered at 9-30 on Horse Guards Parade and were form into line  six 

deep by our Parade Marshalls Ron Barnbrook and Alan Parkes resplendent 

with their Blue Sashes and pace sticks. We were then joined by four Senior 

NCOs from the Q.C.S., so you can tell we were not going to be able to amble 

along in our own good time.  

Being Regiment on parade, we were formed up six wide and dressed off by the 

right and as we shuffled into position there were hoots and whistles from the 

nearest Army and Navy Units, with shouts of “Brylcream Boys, get your make 

up on” but we were not going to dress up for bunch of Pongoes and Sailors.  

We were then marched into position by our parade marshals, and for those of 

you who have not been to Horse Guards, it is covered in gravel, this makes 

marching very difficult, but it did show that Ron and Alan have not lost their 

Drill Instructor skills.  

At 10-15 we were marched through the gates onto Whitehall, then turning left 

we marched up Whitehall for about fifty yards to our position, and as we were 

by then facing the “wrong way” we had to about turn (someone turned the 

wrong way to remarks of “dozy Airman” ok it was me, but it’s been a long time 

).  

Behind us on Whitehall were giant TV screens so that we could watch what 

was happening at the Cenotaph, after the service it was the turn of the 

Veterans to march forward and to lay wreaths etc. The SNCO was calling out 

the step and as we approached the Cenotaph it was “eye’s left” and to a man 

heads snapped left in perfect timing. 

Just past the Cenotaph on the right were the R.A.F Regiment contingent who 

looked very smart in their uniforms as one would expect, and who looked very 

proud of us as we marched past (their history right in front of them)  

We marched on into Parliament Street and onto Horse Guards to march past 

the saluting dais with no other but Prince William, in his RAF Uniform he 

Looked the part, and as we marched past he saluted and said “Very smart “and 

smiled. I am sure he was looking at me! . 
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We marched on to Horse Guards Parade, again the dreaded gravel, but the 

Marshalls kept up the timings and we all got to the dispersal area in good 

order, we were thanked by the Marshalls for the good show we had put on and 

then dismissed. After we had, had a few laughs with those around us, and 

congratulated ourselves on completing the Parade, we then walked down to 

the Thames between Westminster and Waterloo bridges to the MV Tatteshall 

Castle for a get together in the bar on board, a room had been reserved for us 

and we all made good use of it!!. 

The R.A.F. Regiment Choir. !!! Not. After a couple of hours the bar suddenly 

emptied, all the Rocks had gone up on deck for a concert in which the ‘old 

songs ‘that had been sung by us all 

during our service were blasted out 

with gusto, such as “She wore a yellow 

ribbon” and others that were a bit 

bawdier, but everyone enjoyed 

themselves and it even attracted some 

of the people walking along the 

Embankment who stopped to listen and 

take photos. 

Rob has camaflaged his pint to look    

like a Rock. 

David preparing to sing the solo!!!!. 

 

I left the party to come back up to Birmingham at 5 o’clock and they were still 

at it!, but I am assured that we are all invited back next year so no one was 

offended.             

 I arrived back home at 10.30 hungry, weary and foot sore but it was the next 

morning when I felt the aches in my back, legs and shoulders, I have to admit 
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that marching is a young man’s game, but I did enjoy being back with all those 

Veterans and I did feel proud to have made it to the end. 

 

I came across this poem on Facebook and thought you might like it.       

Berets of Blue. 

In camouflage suits and berets of blue 

A Corps with pride, only known to a few 

Through hardship and discipline instilled into them 

These are the RAF Regiments men. 

The RAF’s “soldiers” determined and proud 

Rarely their actions are shouted aloud 

Not much in the news, not seen on TV 

Quietly professional is their way to be. 

Born out of need in the Second World War, 

Spawned when their Country was down on the floor 

Not there for the thanks, Not there for the praise 

Just to serve when their Colours are raised. 

The RAF’s “soldiers” a fact which is true 

In camouflage suits and berets of blue 

A Corps with pride only known to a few 

These are the Men in the Berets of Blue. 

I do not have a name for the author, but I agree with the sentiment. 
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Branch Christmas Dinner 

The Branch Christmas Lunch was held on the 12th December at The Duck Inn on 

the Hagley Road in Birmingham.  We all met in the Bar area and there was 

plenty of handshakes all round and kisses from the Ladies.  

There were 14 Members and Wives to Lunch, on traditional Turkey or Beef 

steaks, with all the trimmings. The table was laid out with Xmas crackers and 

party poppers and we soon made short work of those,  Debbie in particular 

took great delight in showering David with the paper ribbons, but she did not 

allow for windage on most of the shots . 

The meal was very good and the service was excellent everyone enjoyed the 

relaxed atmosphere and the company of friends. 

 

In the photo are:- Trevor, Joan, Debbie, Jayne, Rob being his usual shy self, Bill 

Bennett, Bill Thacker, Ralph, Joyce, David, Hilda, Tom, Sue and just out of shot 

is Gus. We all had a surprise gift from Jayne and Rob in the form of a 

personalised Christmas card and a box of cupcakes made especially by Jayne, a 

really nice treat from a lovely couple. After more handshakes and kisses we all 
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wished each other a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year we all took 

our leave. 

Presentation of the Commandant General’s Commendation. 

At the Christmas Lunch I had the honour of presenting on behalf of the 

Commandant General, the CG’s Commendation to David Gooding for his 

outstanding support to the Royal Air Force Regiment Association as its Annual 

Remembrance Co-ordinator. 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENT 

Visit to the Tower of London on Friday 22nd April 2016 

We have Booked a 49 seater Bus from the National Express Company to take 

us down to a special tour of the Tower of London arranged by Branch member, 

Rob McGowran, as I mentioned in the last Newsletter. This will take place on 

Friday 22nd April 2016.    There will be only be 3 pick-up points. 

The bus will start picking up passengers at 12.00 hrs at Birmingham Coach 

Station, and then to the 2nd pick up point at the bus station at Lightwoods Park 
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Bearwood, proceeding to the last pick up point in Rubery, and from there 

down to London to arrive at the Tower at 1500hrs approx. 

We will then be able to go for local sightseeing of the area, but we must all 

meet up at 1800 hrs at the Starbucks for a tea or coffee (which is just at the 

side of the Tower Gates, there is ground floor access). 

We will assemble at the Tower Gates 

at 1900 hrs to meet Sergeant Yeoman 

Warder Peter Mc Gowran (ex R.A.F. 

Regiment ) who will guide us on an 

Evening tour of the Tower of London, 

this tour is usually  only given to the ‘ 

Special Few’ so we are very honoured. 

It will last approx 1 hour. 

“A Yeoman Warder tour is one of the 

most popular attractions for visitors to 

the Tower.  

These famous tours are where Yeomen 

Warders (popularly known as 

‘Beefeaters’ ) will entertain you with 

tales of intrigue, imprisonment, 

execution, torture and much more….” 

We are then invited into the Yeoman Warders Bar at approx. 2030 hrs for 

refreshments and a buffet. 

It is a privilege and an honour to be invited into the Bar as it is not open to the 

general public, so shirts and ties and blazers are to be worn by the gentlemen 

please, no jeans are permitted. 

“The Yeoman Warder’s Club is situated in the southeast casements and 

provides the Warders with a much needed place to unwind and socialise with 

their Guests in the evening, it is a little known fact that it is often frequented 

by celebrities, including such people as Mick Jagger, Gerry Hall, Naomi 

Campbell, Tom Clancy (author of Patriot Games), David Bowie and Tom Cruise 

to name but a few.” 
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At 21.30 hrs we will make our way down to Traitors Gate to watch the 

Ceremony of the Keys, the ceremony begins at 2153 hrs and has a duration of 

10 Minutes, again we are honoured to be able to see this, as it is not part of 

the normal day time tour. 

The Ceremony of the Keys involves the formal locking of the gates at the Tower 

of London. The Tower must be locked, as is houses the Crown Jewels!!!!!. We 

do not want to lose those!!! . The Ceremony of the Keys has happened every 

night for around 700 years. 

Once the Tower Gates are locked, the Last Post is sounded by a trumpeter and 

the ceremony is concluded. 

We then return to the Warders Bar for light refreshments. 

At 2300 hrs prompt we all get back on the bus for the return trip back home to 

Birmingham.  

There will be a raffle of a bottle of Whisky on the coach and the proceeds will 

be given to the Driver for looking after us all during the journey. 

We hope to arrive back in Brum about 1230 – 1.00 this depends on traffic and 

comfort breaks and drop offs will be in reverse order of pick up. 

Numbers are limited and I will need to know as soon as possible If you would 

like to attend the Trip to the Tower, so I am going to set a deadline of 1st 

February 2016 for members to apply for tickets. The cost of the trip will be £10 

per person, payable with your application. This will include coach fare, 

entrance to the Tower and a buffet in the Wardens Bar, drinks as normal will 

be at your own expense. 

We cannot make any more pick up points because of the time constraints.  

Please let me know as soon as possible, as this will be on a first come first 

served basis, but I will keep a list of applications in case members drop out for 

medical reasons. Contact me asap on the usual numbers etc. 
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Branch Meetings 

Branch meetings will take place on the following dates at the Duck Inn unless 

we agree to a change and have notified you in advance through the 

Newsletter. 

16th January 2016, 20th February,  A.G.M. 19th March, 16th April, 21th May, 18th 

June, 16th July, 20th August 2016, 17TH September, 15th October, 19th November 

& our Christmas meeting will be held on the 10th December 2016. 

R.A.F Regiment Association Ladies Medallion. 

We have had a good response to the Ladies Medallion so far 19 members of 

the Branch have purchased one for their Ladies. Sales to other Branches have 

totalled 140, a good start but I do have some left for 

sale, so if you do want one for your loved ones please 

contact me at the usual address. 

We have titled the medallion “Ladies” for a reason, as 

it was not only wives, partners and girlfriends that 

waited for us but also the other Ladies in our lives, 

guess what they are called, that’s right!! Daughters, 

they also waited for us and now in some cases, are 

looking after us instead of our wives and partners, so 

give them a thank you as well. 

Blazer Shoulder Flashes. 

 

You will have 

noticed that I 

have made 

reference to 

this item in the 

last newsletter, well I took some to the Cenotaph Parade and afterwards I sold 

15 sets so we should see more being worn on parade. I have had them made 

2/3 size and in Gold lettering on a Black background, so as not to be confused 

with the Regular Flash, so far I have sold over 120 sets and have noticed that 
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they are being worn on Blazers at various functions. I trained so hard for My 

‘Flashes, giving blood, sweat, and I have to admit it, tears as well, so I am 

proudly wearing mine. If you would like to buy a set of the Flashes, they cost 

£3 a set including post and packaging (you only have to sew them on yourself) 

contact me and I will send them out to you. 

Branch Newsletter 

At the present time we have only plans to produce 4 newsletters per year, 

these will appear, January, April, July, October. 

This should enable us to give you the information in time for the events 

planned for this year.   

Up to date contact details 

The Association has asked for up to date information on all the members and 

as it has been many years since we gathered the information, the last page of 

this newsletter is an information sheet for you to fill in and return to me when 

you pay your subs in the new year (it will save a stamp ). 

 

Contact information. 

It would help with administration if all enquiries of any nature came through to 

me direct, I can then redirect the enquiry to the appropriate person and 

respond effectively to the query. You can contact me by phone 0121 429 5635 

Mobile 07446555672, on my email rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk. or by post to 

Tom Magee 11 Pavilion Avenue Smethwick West Midlands B67 6LA. 

 

Tom Magee  

Branch Secretary / Treasurer. 

 

This Newsletter is photocopied and bound by kind permission of  

Wragge Lawrence Graham & Co. of Birmingham. Solicitors 

mailto:rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk
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INFORMATION SHEET 

Name    …………………………………………………………..  

  

Address   …………………………………………………………… 

    …………………………………………………………… 

    …………………………………………………………… 

    …………………………………………………………… 

Post Code   …………………………………………………………… 

Telephone   …………………………………………………………… 

Internet address  ………………………………………………………….. 

Date of Birth  …………………………………………………………… 

Wife/Partners Name …………………………………………………………… 

Date of Birth  …………………………………………………………… 

Date of Anniversary ………………………………………………………….. 

Four items above for Newsletter 

Date joined the Regiment ………………………………………………… 

Squadrons served on ………………………………………………………….. 

    ………………………………………………………….. 

    ………………………………………………………….. 

Date left the Regiment ………………………………………………………….. 

Approximate date is fine (month, year) 

 

This information will be treated as confidential and will only be used by the 

R.A.F. Regiment Association as per the Data Protection Act. 


