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 FORWARD 

 

The Royal Air Force Regiment  
Association 

 

Birmingham Branch Newsletter           
APRIL 2016 

http://www.rafregt.org.uk/ 

  
The aim of the Association is to maintain and promote esprit de corps and comradeship 

amongst all RAF Regiment personnel, both past and present, In order to promote the good 

name, reputation and traditions of the Corps.  
   

Well here we are again and already a quarter of the 

year has passed , how time flies, but we  all hope that you 

are  well and looking forward to special events this year. 

Roll of Honour. 

I have received a report from Harry Jenkins about the passing of one of our 

longest serving members. 

Eric Papps, a Founder Member of the Corps and Secretary of Gloucestershire 
Branch of the RAF Regiment Association passed away at the age of 93. 

Eric Papps, who died on February 26, lived in Whiteshill and Ruscombe all of 
his life except for his service during the Second World War.  His funeral was 
held at the Ruscombe Chapel in Stroud on 07 Mar 16.  

Eric was born in 1922 in Upper Kitesnest Lane, Whiteshill, where he spent his 
childhood and attended Whiteshill School.  He volunteered for the RAF in 1941 
at the age of 18 and went to Weston-Super-Mare for training.  He was involved 
for 16 months in the defence of RAF bases in Iraq, sometime working in 
temperatures of 120 F! 

He married Evelyn in September 1944 in the old chapel in Ruscombe after 
applying for passes that allowed him to return home from service.  After 
serving in Germany and Holland, he ended his military career in the 
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Gloucestershire Regiment in 1947 but continued Gloucestershire Branch 
secretary of the RAF Regiment Association for many years until  

Eric worked at Cooper builders in Brimscombe before qualifying as an 
accountant. He spent much of his time fundraising for St Rose's school in 
Stroud and donated regularly to many charities. He continued working with 
charities after his wife Evelyn died shortly after they celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary in 1994. 

Eric was extremely concerned and passionate about the Ghurkha veterans 
treatment by the government and sent regular donations to the Ghurkha 
Trust.  In 2006 he attended the Queen's Garden party with his sister-in-law in 
recognition of his charity work.  Eric Papps was awarded the RAF Regt 
Commandant General’s Commendation in 2013.  The Corps and Branch 
extends their deepest condolences to the Family. 

I am personally saddened to report the passing of a members Wife. Shirley 

May Bryers (4th December 1935 – 2nd February 2016) passed away after a long 

illness, she was a stalwart of the Branch and Association. She is survived by her 

Husband Keith and their Son and Daughter. The Corps & Branch extends their 

deepest condolences to the Family. 

 

Branch Birthday List 

The following Members have Birthdays coming up:- 

April 

Derek Turner, Keith Regester, Clarence Carline, Neville Barrett, Don Hancock 

May 

Ralph Dean, Trevor Round, Maurice Maddeley, Ken Bridgewood, Tom Magee, 

Cliff Sutor 

June 

Rob McGowran, Jim Davies, Malcolm Overfield, Jim Common 

We wish you  all a Happy Birthday and good health for 

the future. 
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And now, some important dates for your attention 

On the back page of the last newsletter I asked for an update of your 

details and included in that form was the dates for your wives Birthdays 

and Wedding Anniversary. This is so that I can include the Ladies in our 

Newsletter, (it might also remind some you of those dates (when I say 

you I mean of course ME) so from what forms I have received so far this 

is that information. 

 

Ladies Birthdays coming up shortly: 

April 

Phyllis Richards, Margery Bryant.  

May 

Joan Round. 

June 

Janet Thacker, Jennifer Harrold, Karen Dwyer, Eileen Cooper. 

 

Anniversaries approaching soon: 

April 

Gillian & Ken Wadey. 

May 

Hilda & Gus Schrauwen, Karen & Sean Dwyer, Janet & Bill Thacker, 

Margery & Arthur Bryant, who are Celebrating 67 years of Marriage.  

June 

Anne & Sam Owen, Patricia & Ken Lobley, who are celebrating their 

Diamond Wedding this year. Jayne & Rob McGowran. 
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We would also send Patricia & Brian Wakefield our belated 

congratulations for their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on the 27th 

March 2016. 

 

We did miss another anniversary of note, it was for Phyllis & Cyril 

Richards on the occasion of their ( drum roll ) 73rd anniversary on the 

26th December 2015, so I will ask you all to raise a glass to Phyllis at 

2100 hrs on the 3rd of April 2016 on her 93rd Birthday, Have a great 

Birthday Phyllis, with love from all the Branch xx. 

 

Sick Parade 

I have only received one report to date of a member being unwell, it is from 

Peter Cole of Shrewsbury who has had to have an operation on his Prostate, 

but the operation went well and he is up and about and has visited RAF 

Cosford in February for breakfast with the Station Regiment Staff. 

 

If you are unwell or need a little bit of help please contact me and let me know, 

I have files on all of the ex service organisation that may be able to assist. 

 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN AND SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW 

DUE, THIS YEAR IT WILL BE £12 FOR THE NATIONAL ASSOC AND £5 

FOR THE BIRMINGHAM BRANCH, MAKING IT £17 IN TOTAL. CAN 

YOU PLEASE FORWARD YOUR SUBS AND INFORMATION SHEETS 

TO ME AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

 

The Annual General Meeting and Election of Officers. 

This year’s AGM was held on the 19th March at the Duck in on Hagley Road 

Edgbaston Birmingham at 12.30 hrs  
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Those in attendance were:- 

Mr & Mrs G Schrauwen, Mr & Mrs R McGowran, Mr & Mrs T Magee, Mr & Mrs 

W Bennett, Mr & Mrs D Gooding. 

Apologies from:- Mr & Mrs T Round, Mr P Swash. 

Reports were given by the Chairman and Secretary/ Treasurer. 

Chairman’s report 

During the past year the Branch has supported the National Association 

activities and many Annual Ceremonial events and indeed this is still ongoing 

with quite a few plans in the pipeline. Birmingham is a hive of ex-service 

activity as Tom Magee will be finding out, he will be working close with me to 

deal with the Battle of Britain parade in the City Centre in September. In 

addition to National Parades there is a strong ex-service presence supporting 

the many Civic duties which arise. It is my wish to propose a bit more 

interaction with other Ex-service Associations, I feel if we have a larger 

Calendered meeting Schedule we can meet more of you on a social basis, I am 

eager to hear what you the membership feel we could support in your areas. 

There are so many of you that I have not seen for a while, and we do miss 

seeing you all, reliving our experience and swinging a lamp well ‘ if the 

mountain cannot come to Mohammed, then Mohammed can come to the 

Mountain. We would like to vary the location of our lunch meetings and come 

to an area near you so that you do not feel left out. We did this last year when 

we met in Bloxwich with Katie and Michael Beard and we had a great time. 

The Monthly meetings have been a great success, meeting in a less formal 

environment has proved popular with our members Wives and Sue Magee 

keeps us all in order. 

Remember you matter and your support is both recognised and embraced. The 

life blood of any organisation is its members, so let’s pick up the pace guys, we 

are right behind you so get out your bucket list and let us all join in. 

In conclusion may I offer my heartfelt gratitude for the wonderful support from 

your Committee who are always eager to help out and have no fear of trying 
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new ideas, you all have a weekend pass, and its bumpers and floor polish for 

the rest of you.  

Per Ardua 

David Gooding    Branch Chairman 

 

Secretary /Treasurers Report 

What a very busy and eventful year 2015 has been for the Branch. 

This May marked my 25th year of membership of the Birmingham Branch of the 

Association and February next year will be my 25th year as Branch Treasurer, 

where has the time gone. 

Whilst retaining my role as Branch Treasurer, I have taken over the duties of 

Secretary and Editor of the Newsletter, and I hope, I have maintained the 

standards set by my predecessors.  

We have had our new Branch Standard made and seen it Consecrated at St 

Anne’s at Catterick in May, in the company of the Commandant General, Air 

Commodore Andrew Hall, who was full of praise for the standard of drill of our 

three Standard Bearers, Rob McGowran who paraded the new Branch 

Standard, Roy Thomas who paraded the Old Branch Standard which has been 

laid up in the R.A.F.Regiment Chapel in St Anne’s, and David Gooding our 

Chairman who paraded the National Standard for the R.A.F.Regiment 

Association,  I have to admit that it was quite special day for us and I think it 

improved the ceremony of Commemoration as well.  

We all attended the National Association Lunch Buffet at the Catterick Golf 

Course after the Commemoration and were introduced to the CG and also to 

Baroness Angela Harris and other senior Officers of the Regiment as well as all 

the National Officers of the Association, it was wonderful to be at a function 

where we were treated as the Guests of Honour. 

In June Rob again paraded the Birmingham Branch Standard at the Annual 

R.A.F.Regiment Memorial Commemoration at the NMA in Alrewas, along with 
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The QCS parading the Queens Colour, The Associations National Standard, The 

WO & SNCO’s Association Standard, prestigious company indeed. 

In July we were again on duty, Rob paraded the Branch Standard, and now it 

was David’s turn to act as a Standard Bearer this time for the National 

Association at the Tower of London Chapel Service. 

David was asked again to parade the National Associations Standard at the VJ 

Day parade in London. 

On September 15th , David and I were invited by The Lord Mayor of 

Birmingham, to lay wreaths on behalf of the R.A.F and the R.A.F.Regiment at 

the Hall of Memory, a great Honour for us all.  

Then in November, David, Rob and I went down to London  to march in the 

Cenotaph Parade and what a great event that turned out to be, as well as a bit 

of socialising afterwards. 

Our Christmas Lunch was well attended and a good time was had by all. I had 

the privilege of presenting David Gooding with his Commandant Generals 

Commendation on behalf of the CG, Air Commodore Andrew Hall for “his 

outstanding support for the R.A.F. Regiment Association”, Well done David. 

We have Paraded our New Standard at some of the best events of the year and 

have put The Birmingham Branch at the forefront of the Public Arena and we 

can be justly proud of that. 

The opening balance at the bank was £3490.89, and the closing balance of the 

accounts is £3668.34 so we have a had a trading profit of £177.45. The figures 

include stock at cost of £1653.23 but I hope to transform that in to sales 

figures of £2938.60 giving us a further profit of £1285.37 over the next twelve 

months or so. This means that we are in a good financial position and so we 

have taken the decision not to increase Branch subs this year, you will be glad 

to hear. 

I would like to thank Joan & Trevor Round for again Auditing our accounts this 

year, it is a tiresome job but one that has to be done, Thank you both. 

Tom Magee.  Branch Secretary & Treasurer 
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Election of Officers 

President    Mr P Swash                 Vice President    Mr G Shrauwen 

Vice President    Mr T Round                 Vice President     Mr W G Bennett 

Chairman    Mr D Gooding             Vice Chairman     Mr R McGowran 

Secretary    Mr T Magee                 Treasurer     Mr T Magee 

Branch Auditors   Mr & Mrs T Round       Standard Bearer    Mr R McGowran 

 

All post’s were voted for and carried unanimously 

 

Branch Lunch Meetings 

Because of the forthcoming events these lunches will now take place at the 

events mentioned below. 

April - Tower of London 

May -  St Anne’s at Catterick Village 

June – National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

Tower of London Tour –  Friday 22nd  April 2016. 

The Coach for the tour has filled up quite quickly but we do have a few places 

still left so if you have been in two minds about going, you still have a little bit 

of time left to get your names down, we can also take some non – branch 

members so if you have friends or relations that would like to go with us please 

let me know (we would not like to take young children because of the lateness 

of the return journey). 
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Can I remind the Gentlemen that there is a dress code, Dark suits and ties or 

Blazers and Regt Ties, no jeans please, Ladies please dress accordingly. 

The first pick up point will be at the bus station in Digbeth at 1200 hrs, the 

second at the Hagley Road bus stop opposite the Bearwood bus station at 

12.30 and the 3rd at the Black Horse in Rubery at 1.00, the drop off points will 

be the reverse. 

There will be a buffet in the Yeoman Warders Bar at about 2000 hrs. 

The Ceremony of the Keys is something I am looking forward to as this is the 

first time I have been invited to see it, and there are long waiting times for 

other visitors.  

We will be leaving the Tower at around 10-30 to 11-00 for the homeward 

journey to Birmingham. 

During the return journey there will be a raffle of a bottle of Scotch, the 

proceeds will be given to the Drivers for looking after us. 

Annual ANZAC Commemoration Service on Sunday 24th April 2016. 

This will be held at the British Military Cemetery, Camp Road, Brockton 

Cannock Chase, Staffordshire. It will start with the forming up of the Standards 

at 10.15 and will be attended by many Australian and New Zealand Diplomatic 

and Service representatives as well as Civic Leaders and Dignitaries from the 

local Authorities in Staffordshire and  the West Midlands. The Cannock Chase 

War Cemetery is signposted on the A34 when travelling from either Cannock 

or Stafford. 

 R.A.F Regiment Annual Commemoration Service at St Anne’s 

Church Catterick on Saturday the 14th May 2016. 

We will be again parading the Branch Standard at this very prestigious event, 

with Rob again carrying the Standard. The National Standard will also be 

paraded and there will be Serving Members of the Corps including the C G and 

Baroness Harris it is a wonderful service and will be followed by a Reception 

and buffet lunch at Catterick Golf Course. Can all those that will be attending 

let me know and not book through the National Secretary in the Flash. 
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Armed Forces Day – Alrewas 25th June  

This is an event to attend if you can as it not only celebrates the day with all 

other ex-service associations Army, Navy, Royal Air Force and a multitude of 

Civilian Services, but includes a sight that when I first saw it was a little bit 

scary. The Ride the Wall motorcyclists, 40 or 50 Hells Angels with Medals, a 

really magnificent sight, with their chromed bikes, leathers and helmets, these 

are the guys, mostly ex-service, who lined the roads for the Repatriation 

Ceremonies in Oxfordshire over the last few years and a fine job they did. 

 

Annual Corps Memorial Commemoration – Alrewas  25th June 

More importantly for the Association members is the Annual Corps Memorial 

Commemoration at the Regiments Plot at the Arboretum, this is beautifully 

kept as befits the Regiment and the Ceremony will be attended by the 

Commandant General, QCS and the Training Flight from RAF Honington. We try 

to get as many Standards to attend the ceremony, and this will be the Second 

Parading of our newly dedicated Standard at this event, along with the Queens 

Colour, the National Association Standard and the Standard of the WO & 

SNCO’s Association, we should have a good turnout. 

The Ceremony will commence at 1300 hrs. 

We had planned to have a ‘picnic in the park’ but thought that with the 

improvement works being carried out this year we should wait until next year, 

our 75th Anniversary and do it then in style, more to come on that for next 

time. 

Trip to Bletchley Park 

David has given me advance warning of a trip to Bletchley Park on the 7th 

September costing £30 so far but may be cheaper if he can get more ‘bums on 

seats’ Contact Debbie on 07906801828 if you would like to go. 
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The Secret War in Oman 

While we were down in London on the Cenotaph Parade I noticed a column of 

men in light brown berets marching on to Horse Guards, being the nosey type I 

ambled over to them and noticed that a lot of them had RAF cap badges on so I 

enquired who they were and one said “you should know, you have the same 

medal as us”, and on closer inspection saw that they did indeed have the GSM 

‘Dhofar’. I was informed that it was a mixed association of Army, Navy, RAF 

and Civilians and that they had formed in 2011 an Association for veterans of 

the Campaign in Dhofar and Masirah. I asked them to give me some 

information so that I could inform our members, I have included the article so 

that a little bit more of that “Secret War” can be made more public. 

Oman Veterans Association 

The RAF Regiment has served in many strange and exotic countries and none 

more exotic or memorable than Oman, although some may not agree. 

The UK had a number of bases in Oman, among them Riyan, Masirah and 

Salalah. Masirah was established in the 1930s as a staging post for aircraft to 

refuel on their way to Ceylon, Maldives and the Far East. It also held a strategic 

position for the UK Military forces in the Middle East. 

Salalah air base had the job of protecting the Sultanate of Oman and between 

1962 to 1976 often came under attack from rebels in the Jebel and coming 

from Yemen trying to depose the Sultan.  

This continued until the rebels were defeated and the airfields were handed 

over to the Sultan of Oman’s Air Force and the UK forces left the Arabian 

peninsula. 

The RAF Masirah and RAF Salalah Association (usually referred to as The Oman 

Veterans) was created in 2011 and membership has increased to nearly 300 

since then from all ranks and trades, and not only RAF. 

The association functions to engender camaraderie between veterans of Oman 

be they RAF, Army, Navy or civilians working at the various military bases, of 

which there were many. 
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A number of fund raising initiatives have been carried out and subsequently 

hundreds of pounds donated to many charities concerned with the welfare of 

retired and serving military personnel. 

We do, of course, enjoy social events too and there is the annual reunion and 

AGM held in October although in 2014 there was an even larger event with 80 

members and partners going on a very nostalgic trip back to Oman, for some it 

had been over 45 years since serving there. 

The trip started in Muscat, the capital, where we visited the Sultan Qaboos 

Grand Mosque, a magnificent building which is open to the public regardless of 

religion. On the second day there was an outing to the old capital of Nizwa 

which has a large fort and is a cultural tourist area. You may have seen Prince 

William dancing with traditional Omani tribesman a few months ago, that was 

Nizwa and we did the same.  

We really started to see the country when we set off from Muscat, in two 

coaches on the third day, and headed South towards Al Aseerah and Al 

Ashkarah for an overnight stay. During this stopover a group of us visited the 

turtle conservation centre at Ras Al-Jinz where we saw 7 turtles in various 

stages of egg laying. They only leave the sea once a year to lay their eggs so 

this is quite an experience. These turtles are very large, up to 5 feet long. 

During our service in Masirah we operated a dawn patrol to pick the turtles up 

and carry them to the sea because they were exhausted after laying their eggs 

and as soon as the sun comes up they would quickly become dehydrated and 

die. We saved many turtles in this way and also gathered up the babies which, 

when they hatched, headed towards the desert instead of the sea. 

We arrived at Shann'ah which is where the ferry transported us across ten 

miles of the Masirah channel, in the Arabian Sea, and we disembarked at the 

town of Hilf. This town did not exist when we had an RAF base on the island. 

The islanders were not allowed permanent dwellings for 100 years after a 

lifeboat full of 18 shipwrecked sailors, from the Baron Innerdale in August 

1904, made land on the island. 17 of them were massacred when one of the 

officers fired a pistol to scare off the curious islanders.  

Only a cabin boy survived and he told the tale to the investigating British and 

Omani officials when they arrived to find out what had happened to the crew. 



13 
 

The ban on permanent dwellings was lifted by the benevolent Sultan Qaboos 

Said shortly after he became Sultan in the 70's. 

We spent 3 days on the island and travelled to the Southern tip, which used to 

take most of the day to cover the 40 miles but with a new tarmac road we did 

it it a little over 30 minutes in 2014. 

On to Salalah, which for those that had served there was quite a shock. The 

town had become a sprawling, modern, city. Luxury hotels, museums, huge 

suq areas and good road systems. A lot can happen in 40 years with a country 

that finds it has oil but Sultan Qaboos has spent it for the benefit of his people 

rather than the outlandish projects seen in the United Arab Emirates. 

One of the shocking things for me was the instant change when we hit the 

Dhofar region. After travelling 1000km through desert and arid mountainous 

areas we went around a bend and were faced with a scene that was more 

reminiscent of the green hills of Wales.  

This is Dhofar and the autumn was starting. They had some rain and the hills 

around the coastal area were instantly transformed. Cows grazed the fields 

alongside camels and the change was breath-taking. 

Descending from the mountains into Salalah we were back into sandy desert 

and delivered to the luxury that is the Forte Grande Salalah, approx 3 miles 

from the city centre. It was a very relaxing end to the trip of 1,200km by coach 

over a period of 10 days in all. Some members of the group visited the Mirbat 

battle area, one of the famous battles of the forgotten wars but not famous at 
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the time of course. 9 members of 22 SAS held off 400 Adoo rebels for hours 

until relief arrived. Two of them died and one was seriously injured. This battle, 

and others, are related in the Pete Winner book 'Soldier I'. 

A return to Oman is being planned by the association for 2017 and with the 

experience gained during the first trip we are confident that access to the 

Omani military base areas can be gained and I know that I will most certainly 

visit Mirbat to pay my respects to those fallen SAS men.  

2015 saw 21 members of the association marching in the Remembrance Day 

parade in Whitehall for the first time. We wore brown berets to represent the 

sands of Oman rather than RAF blue berets, this also reflects the multi-service 

nature of the association and gave us a uniform appearance. 

If anyone, of any service or civilian that served in Oman, would like to join us 

you can find more information at the website 

http://www.omanrafveterans.org 

Or contact me, Dave Rose, Public Relations for the association, at 

pro@omanrafveterans.org 

Editors note:-  Stirring stuff, it all sounds very different to when I was at 

Salalah, food for thought and maybe a Jolly !!! 

 

Branch Meetings 

Branch meetings will take place on the following dates at the Duck Inn unless 

we agree to a change and have notified you in advance through the 

Newsletter. 

Please note the April, May and June meetings will be held at the venues 

mentioned earlier. 

 16th July, 20th August, 17th September, 15th October, 19th November, 10th 

December 2016 

Please put these dates in your diaries and do try to join us, we look forward to 

meeting you all again. 

http://www.omanrafveterans.org/
mailto:djrose007@live.co.uk


15 
 

Branch Newsletter 

At the present time we have only plans to produce 4 newsletters per year, 

these will appear  

January, April, July, October 

This should enable us to give you information in time for the events planned 

for this year. We will try to give out other information by email if you let us 

know your email addresses. If you are on the internet send me a test message, 

I can then add you on to my contact list. 

Items For Sale 

Blazer Mudguards are appearing all over the place, they are even on Facebook, 

I have some other badges for sale at the moment all of which will cost you £3 

each, plus £1 postage except the Poppy Mudguard which is £4, plus £1 

postage. I have only got a few of the Veterans Badges these are for (4) Korea 

1950-53, (3) Falklands 1982, (2) Malaya 1948-60,(2) Suez Canal 1945-56 (1) 

National Service 1939-60 

The Ladies Medal is still £6 and if you are buying more than one badge I can do 

a deal on the postage. 

I am trying to get some RAF Regt Ties and I will see if I can get some of the 

multi-coloured ones as well, not sure of the price yet, but it will be cheaper 

than anywhere else. 
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If you want any of the above or the Blazer Muddguards let me know and I will 

send them to you by return post. 

 

Contact Information. 

It would help with administration if all enquiries of any nature came through to 

me direct, I can then redirect the enquiry to the appropriate person and 

respond effectively to the query. You can contact me by phone 0121 429 5635  

Mobile 07446555672 , on my email rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk. or by post to 

Tom Magee 11 Pavilion Avenue Smethwick  West Midlands B67 6LA. 

 

Best wishes and good health to you all. 

 

Tom Magee Branch Secretary / Treasurer. 

 

 

This Newsletter is photocopied and bound by kind permission of  

Wragge Lawrence Graham & Co. of Birmingham. 

mailto:rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk

