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Dear Readers. 
BRANCH SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 Branch Subscriptions were due on 1st 
February.  At the AGM, it was agreed that 
subscriptions would remain the same again as last 
year, that is £10.00 for your Association 
Subscription and £5.00 for your Branch 

Subscription £15.00 in total.  If you have not yet 
paid, this will be the last reminder.  If by the end 
of this month, the Branch Treasurer tells me that 
you have not paid your Subscription, you will be 
removed from the Branch Roll.  Now £5.00 for 

twelve newsletters every year is quite a good 
bargain don�t you think?  So if you can, please 
help to swell our Branch funds.  Branch funds 
really need an injection of cash so if any of you � 
as many of our members already do � could 
include a donation to Branch funds when you pay 
up your Committee would be extremely grateful.      
Newsletter Subscriptions 
 I have a list of members of other branches 
and others, who have asked to receive the 
Birmingham Branch newsletters.  The 
subscription for this service is £7.00 per year.  So 

would those other branch members and others 
who have asked to be put onto the Circulation List 
for Birmingham Branch newsletters and wish to 
continue receiving the newsletters, please send a 
cheque for £7.00 as above, IMMEDIATELY to 
THE BRANCH TREASURER Tom Magee and 
NOT to me.   
 This will be the last reminder as above, 
after the end of this month, non-payers will be 
removed from the Newsletter Subscription Roll.   
My thanks to all those members and Newsletter 
subscribers who have already paid but if you wish 
to remain as members or to continue to receive the 
newsletters, would all non-paid up members and 
newsletter subscribers please pay your 
Subscriptions immediately. 

Goodies for our Injured Troops 
 It is most important that we remember the 
dangers that our young men and women serving 
on operations are all facing, so please remember 
the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  
Please send any donations you may wish to make, 

to the Branch Treasurer Tom Magee and he will 
pass them on to the right place.   
 

 We still need money for the injured lads 
and lassies so see what you can do.  We are still 
collecting money for the further support of our 
injured troops.  We must remember them after 
they leave Queen Elizabeth Hospital or Headley 
Court, for those badly injured may need support 
and or assistance for the rest of their lives.   
 The Royal British Legion is the best 
option for this and this year our new Lord 
Mayor�s �Home for the Brave Appeal� is the best 

one for us to support this year.  For those wishing 
to make donation directly to the hospital, please 
address any donations or correspondence to; 
RCDM, Level 2, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
Mindelsohn Way, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 
B15 2WB.  
 And as the point of contact for all 
donations (financial and non-financial) has 
changed from Major Cheesman to Mrs D Binion, 
please address them to her and due to lack of 
storage space for goodies, could everyone please 
first contact Mrs Binion on 0121 371 5317 to 
arrange a suitable appointment. 
BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more. 
1st April Derrick Turner Walsall West Midlands 

3rd April Ray Walker Stoke on Trent Staffs 
9th April Keith Regester Leicester Leicestershire 
11th April Leslie Nicholls Shrewsbury Shropshire 

19th April Bernard Harris Leicester Leics 
24th Apr Michael Gilson Brierley Hill West Mids 
26th April Clarence Carline Telford Shropshire 

27th April Neville Barrett Norwich Norfolk 
28th April Don Hancock Birmingham West Mids 

 

Death of Former Member 
 I regret to inform you of the death of ex-
LAC C A J (Jack) Stapleton on 10th March 2012.  
Jack who was born on 16th July 1922, enlisted as a 
Ground Gunner on 8th March 1941 and after the 
RAF Regiment was formed served with 2788 
Squadron that was on board the SS Strathallan 
when it was torpedoed in the Mediterranean on its 
way to Oran in North Africa.  Jack served with the 
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Squadron throughout the North African Campaign 
sometimes operating ahead of the Army in order 
to seize airfields.   
 In Italy the Squadron took part in the 
Battle of Casino with Jack�s Squadron going into 
the front line in October 1944. In July 1944 2788 
Squadron was detached from 1320 Wing to take 
part in �Operation Dragoon�, the invasion of the 

south of France and subsequently landed on the 
beaches of St Raphael.  After that campaign, Jack 
continued his service with 2788 Squadron in 
Greece and Palestine until the Squadron was 
disbanded and he was transferred into 2969 
Squadron.  He served in this Squadron until his 
discharge in July 1946.  We will remember him. 

RAF Regiment News 
Home town funeral for rising star Ryan 
 The funeral took place on Monday of RAF 
Honington-based Senior Aircraftman Ryan 
Tomlin.  SAC Tomlin, of 2 Squadron RAF 
Regiment, died last month after being hit by small 
arms fire in Afghanistan.  The funeral was held at 
St Mary�s Church, in Hemel Hempstead, his home 

town.  Group Captain Andy Hall, Station 
Commander RAF Honington, said afterwards:  
 �This has been an immensely sad and 

poignant day for Ryan Tomlin�s family, RAF 

Honington and the Service.  We have lost one of 
our up and coming stars � Ryan will be sadly 
missed.�  The 21-year-old was on his second tour 
of duty in Afghanistan.  The RAF described him 
as: �A highly professional and skilful Gunner who 
achieved all he set out to do in his three years in 
the Royal Air Force Regiment,  SAC Tomlin 
became one of the rising stars of his squadron and 
regiment, and showed great potential for what 
promised to be the brightest of futures.� 
Next stop Afghanistan 
 5 Force Protection wing based at RAF 
Lossiemouth, have passed their final tests before 
leaving for a six-month posting in Afghanistan.  
The men and woman from 5 RAF Force 
Protection Wing were put through their paces at a 
week-long �Mission Rehearsal Exercise� (MRX) 

in Norfolk.  Members of 51 Squadron RAF 
Regiment and 2622 (Highland) Squadron joined 
forces with 2 Tactical Police Squadron based in 
Bedfordshire to demonstrate the skills and drills 
they have been working on over the past six 
months.  It is the first trip for many and RAF 
bosses say they face an intense period. 

 The exercise saw their skills and drills 
rigorously tested to ensure a full understanding of 
all aspects of training had been achieved prior to 
their deployment to Camp Bastion next month.  
The week-long Mission Rehearsal Exercise was 
the culmination of 6 months of training in which 
all aspects of force protection were assessed.  The 
Wing will now go on to enjoy some well-earned 
leave before deploying to Afghanistan where they 
will take over force protection duties at Camp 
Bastion for the next 6 months.  They will be 
tasked with protecting the aircraft in and around 
Kandahar airfield - an area the size of Gatwick - 
as well as the 30,000 people who live there.  
Conditions in Afghanistan will be markedly 
different from those in Moray.  Serviceman can 
expect to be working in temperatures of up to 
50C. 
 Wing Commander Tony Brown, Officer 
Commanding No 5 RAF Force Protection (FP) 
Wing, said: "The exercise was a great success, 
solidifying the training that we have received over 
the last 6 months.  The Wing has demonstrated a 
high level of capability in all aspects of FP 
operations and I personally have every confidence 
in their procedures for the task ahead". 
Taliban IED hide-out found near Camp 
Bastion  
 Details emerged last month of a joint 
UK/US/Afghan operation that's seized and 
destroyed a large cache of Taliban IED-making 
equipment south of Bastion Airfield.  Operation 
Backfoot involved 2 Squadron, RAF Regiment, 
warriors from Afghan Army�s 3rd Brigade and 

US Marines from 2 Marine Expeditionary Force. 
 The force deployed by US Osprey aircraft, 
with its unique tilt-rotor capability, and as well as 
seizing the bomb making materials also gathered a 
wealth of intelligence despite coming under fire 
several times.  The operation took place in the 
Dasht (or desert) south of Bastion Airfield - a 
sparse landscape of rolling fields and scrub dotted 
with compounds and is increasingly being used as 
a harbour area by Taliban forces who have come 
under pressure elsewhere by successful coalition 
operations.   
 Its protection is the task of 2 Squadron, 
operating as part of 3 RAF Force Protection 
Wing.  It is an area where insurgents have 
mingled with the local population - some of them 
Taliban sympathizers - and their presence has 
seen attempts to increase poppy production in the 
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area to fund their summer campaign.  Because of 
the sparse agricultural cover in the area during the 
winter, the insurgents have based themselves in 
compounds to fire on ISAF foot patrols from 
cover.   
 The string of IEDs that has been sown 
across approaches to the area, together with their 
�stand-off and shoot� tactics, was meant to block 

ISAF forces from approaching.  Squadron Leader 
Jules Weekes, who commanded the RAF troops, 
said: �There is a certain dynamic to Taliban 
activities in this area.  They operate in small 
teams of five or six, travelling by motorbike as 
their preferred guerrilla tactic.  Part of this 
operation is to find out how �he� does business.�  
 Several suspect compounds were targeted 
which saw the Ospreys land troops at two separate 
landing zones, either side of the wide Chah-e 
Anjir wadi.  The dismounted troops - supported 
by a number of 2 Squadron Ridgeback and Jackal 
patrol vehicles and a specialist US Marine IED 
clearance team � did not go unchallenged.  A 
number of small arms attacks were beaten off by 
the ground troops and heavier attacks were dealt 
with by Apache and Cobra gunships.   
 One US Marine patrol, temporarily pinned 
down by heavy small-arms fire, was supported by 
a show of force from an F18 which was sufficient 
to deter the insurgents.  As well as gaining vital 
intelligence the operation found a substantial IED 
cache in a compound, which contained a variety 
of bomb-making equipment, mines and several 
complete IEDs which were ready to be used 
against ISAF forces.   
 Wing Commander Jason Sutton, the 
commander of 3 RAF Force Protection Wing, 
said: �The open approaches to this area mean that 

it is hard to gain the element of surprise.  
However, by using the Ospreys to approach 
rapidly from an unexpected direction, the 
operation managed to achieve it. 
 �The RAF Regiment�s role is to defend 

airbases and those who operate from them, but the 
old adage of attack being the best form of defence 
remains as true today as ever.  Targeting the 
insurgents and their supply networks takes the 
initiative away from them so that we can dictate 
the terms of the fight.  It disrupts the insurgents� 

attempts to attack Bastion and its vital air 
operations, denies them freedom of movement 
and supports the Afghan National Security Forces 

as together we work to protect the population who 
live around the base.� 
RAF Gunners help with guns and drugs 
raids  
 A former Honington officer was with an 
elite team which recovered huge hauls of weapons 
and drugs in two raids in Helmand province.  
Flight Lieutenant Tom Foskett, who was stationed 
at Honington and whose family still live there, is 
in Afghanistan with the Wittering-based 3 
Squadron RAF Regiment and leads a mentoring 
team working with local police.  In two raids this 
week, the Helmand Provincial Response 
Company (PRC), uncovered 13 rifles, four rocket-
propelled grenade launchers, an 82mm mortar and 
a large quantity of ordnance including mines and 
huge quantities of small arms ammunition. 
 The second raid uncovered more than 
90kg of opium in the Pupalzay region of Lashkar 
Gah district.  This operation was supported by the 
PRC Embedded Mentoring Team and soldiers 
from the Queen�s Royal Hussars, who provided 

security in the area during the operation.  The 
PRC embedded mentoring team have brought the 
company through basic and advanced training and 
have deployed with them in a mentoring role over 
five months.   
 Flight Lieutenant Foskett said: �This has 

been an extremely successful 48 hours in which 
the PRC proved that their months of training have 
worked.  They are fully capable of deploying un-
mentored at short notice and have clearly 
demonstrated their capability to carry out high-
profile operations across the province.� 
RAF Regiment and USA 820th Base 
Defense Group Combined Exercise 
 The historical partnership between U.S. 
and British forces was evident yet again through a 
combined exercise between U.S. Air Force and 
the RAF Regiment from 26th February to 2nd 
March.  Defenders from the 820th Base Defense 
Group and tactical air control parties from the 3rd 
and 18th Air Support Operations Groups travelled 
from Moody Air Force Base, Georgia, USA to the 
Stanford Training Area (STANTA), a British 
Army training ground near Norfolk, England, to 
share the latest tactics, techniques and procedures 
of 15 Squadron, RAF Regiment.  
 These two American base defence units 
have maintained a successful training partnership 
over the years, taking turns training and deploying 
with each other in both U.S. and UK locations.  
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Squadron Leader Edward Cripps, 15 Squadron 
OC said: "The 820th and RAF have a good 
training relationship as we share tactics and 
doctrine.  We have similar missions: deploy to 
enable airpower to be projected; and defend our 
airfield."  Approximately 60 US Airmen spent the 
week learning the RAF Regiment way of 
conducting military operations, including: counter 
improvised explosive device procedures, medical 
evacuation techniques, sniper tactics, dismounted 
operations and military operations on urban 
terrain.  Lieutenant Colonel Chris DeGuelle, 820 
BDG deputy commander said: "Our main goal 
was to integrate with our allies.  We plan to take 
everything we learned and apply it to our training 
back home."  The training was designed to be as 
realistic as possible. USAF aircraft were 
incorporated in order to maximise the training's 
impact. 
 An HH-60 Pavehawk from the 56th 
Rescue Squadron, RAF Lakenheath, landed in the 
training camp to support medical evacuation 
training.  F-15E Strike Eagles, flown by members 
of the 48th Fighter Wing, allowed for specialized 
close-air support training for TACPs and joint 
terminal attack controllers from both the 93rd Air 
Ground Operations Wing and the RAF Regiment. 
 The week concluded with a 24-hour 
cumulative force protection operation in Eastmere 
Village, a full-scale simulated village in the 
depths of STANTA.  This training operation 
exercised the ability of the RAF Regiment and 
BDG to work together outside the wire, testing 
command and control capabilities as troops 
moved to take over and hold various buildings. 
 Multiple teams of both RAF Regiment and 
BDG forces made their way through the village 
streets, fighting off opposing forces.  The day 
concluded once coalition forces successfully 
secured 12 buildings.  Technical Sergeant Elizah 
Mitchell of the 824th Base Defense Squadron 
said: "The exercise was almost as real as being in 
battle.  This more in depth training forced us to 
think outside the box." 
 The success of the operation originated 
with the all-night 'stalking', conducted by the 
820th's Close Precision Engagement Team and 
Regiment snipers.  The lush environment and 
rainy weather conditions of England provided a 
new element to the training atmosphere, according 
to Senior Airman Zack Best, 824th Base Defense 
Squadron.  The team learned to utilize the foliage 

and fog to discreetly stake out the village and 
observe their targets.   
 Overall, the biggest success of the exercise 
was the relationships developed throughout the 
course of the week.  Senior Airman Steven 
Trimble, a CPET member said: "Working with 
RAF Regiment was a good opportunity.  Seeing 
how they operate will allow us to work better with 
them in the future."   
 Hours of training together allowed 
members of both forces to not only develop 
friendships and a positive working relationship, 
but a genuine ability to understand each other 
operationally.  "We understand them, and they 
understand us," Best explained. 
 The Royal Air Force Regiment is the 
ground fighting force of the Royal Air Force.  The 
corps is a diverse organization that provides first-
rate worldwide force protection to UK air assets.  
The 820th Base Defense Group is an 
exceptionally trained force protection unit of 12 
different Air Force specialties, with airborne and 
air assault capabilities.  At a moment's notice, the 
group provides the expeditionary Air Force's only 
worldwide deployable, "first-in", fully integrated, 
multi-disciplined, highly qualified, self-sustaining 
force protection capability. 
 

******************** 
 Now many of us have memories using gas 
masks during our service and no doubt have 
complained about the difficulty of breathing 
properly whilst wearing one but how about this 
then?  What a fantastic achievement for Andy 
McMahon and very well done.   

ANZAC Day Wednesday 25th April 
2012 
 This month we commemorate the dreadful 
First World War slaughter of the Gallipoli 
Campaign in Turkey.  The Gallipoli Campaign, 
also known as the Dardanelles Campaign or the 
Battle of Gallipoli took place at the peninsula of 
Gallipoli in the Ottoman Empire (in modern day 
Turkey) between 25th April 1915 and 9th January 
1916, during the First World War.  A joint British 
and French operation was mounted to capture the 
Ottoman capital of Istanbul (then still referred to 
as 'Constantinople' by Western nations) and 
secure a sea route to Russia.   
 The attempt failed, with heavy casualties 
on both sides.  The campaign was considered one 
of the greatest victories of the Turks and was 
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reflected on as a major failure by the Allies.  The 
campaign was the first major battle undertaken by 
the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps 
(ANZAC), and is often considered to mark the 
birth of national consciousness in both of these 
countries.  Anzac Day, 25th April, remains the 
most significant commemoration of military 
casualties and veterans in Australia and New 
Zealand, even surpassing Armistice 
Day/Remembrance Day, for the soldiers who 
served on the Gallipoli Peninsula created a 
legend, adding the word �Anzac' to our 

vocabulary, and creating the notion of the Anzac 
spirit. 
 The conditions at Gallipoli, on both sides, 
were notorious.  In the summer, the heat was 
atrocious, and in conjunction with bad sanitation, 
led to so many flies that eating became extremely 
difficult.  Corpses, left in the open, became 
bloated and putrid.  The precarious Allied bases 
were poorly situated and caused supply and 
shelter problems.  A dysentery epidemic spread 
through the Allied trenches and although autumn 
and winter brought relief from the heat, it also led 
to gales, flooding and frostbite. 
 The untenable nature of the Allied position 
was made apparent when a heavy rainstorm struck 
on 27th November 1915 and lasted for three days, 
followed by a blizzard in early December.  The 
rain flooded trenches, drowning soldiers and 
washing unburied corpses into the lines.  The 
following snow killed yet more men from 
exposure.  When the decision was made to 
evacuate the troops, ironically the evacuation was 
the greatest Allied success of the campaign the 
last troops leaving before dawn on 20th December 
1915.   
 Troop numbers had been progressively 
reduced since 7th December and cunning ruses, 
such as William Scurry's self-firing rifle were 
used to fool the Ottomans and prevent them 
discovering that the Allies were departing.  As the 
numbers in the trenches were thinned, rifles were 
rigged to fire by water dripped into a pan attached 
to the trigger.  The entire Allied force was 
evacuated, but large quantities of supplies and 
stores fell into Ottoman hands.   Amazingly, 
only two soldiers were wounded during the 
evacuation, despite the prior warnings of 50% 
casualties from Sir Ian Hamilton.   
 In the Midlands, we commemorate 
ANZAC Day with a service and parade at the 

Commonwealth Military Cemetery, Brocton, 
Cannock Chase, Cannock, Staffordshire, on the 
last Sunday in April. 

Cannock Chase Service and 
Parade Sunday 29th April 2012 

Ceremonies have been held around the 
world every year on Australian and New Zealand 
Army Corps (ANZAC) Day to honour the 
Australian and New Zealand war dead since the 
bloody Gallipoli campaign in 1915. 

The annual ANZAC parade will be held 
on Sunday 29th April at Cannock Chase War 
Memorial.  Assemble at the Memorial at 10.00 
hours (for the parade to start at 10.15 hours) at the 
Commonwealth Military Cemetery, Brocton.  The 
parade will march to the Cemetery where the 
Service will commence at 10.30 hours.  There will 
be a short service, Last Post & Reveille followed 
by a Wreath Laying Ceremony.  Guests should be 
aware that parking is very limited.   

 This is the largest service held 
outside Australia and New Zealand with about 
150 Standards from all over the country normally 
being paraded.  After the Service, everyone is 
invited to Cannock Royal British Legion where a 
buffet will be laid on.  The ANZAC Parade is held 
to commemorate the 1916 Gallipoli Campaign 
where the Australian & New Zealand Army Corps 
together with British forces, fought in Turkey to 
gain essential supply routes between the 
Mediterranean and the Russian Front. 

Each year attracts an impressive turnout 
and usually there are about 120 Royal British 
Legion Standard Bearers on parade, together with 
other association Standards.  All members of ex-
service associations are invited to attend and are 
invited to parade their Standards.  Local Air 
Training Corps cadets help with parking and 
ushering duties and a Book of Condolences is 
usually passed around the dignitaries for them to 
sign.  The dignitaries normally include the High 
Commissioners of New Zealand, Australia, 
Canada and the Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire. 
 Full details from Henry Williams, The 

RBL, South Staffs Tel No 01902 716 332 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

Falklands Memorial 
 A memorial to the 255 UK servicemen 
who lost their lives in the Falklands War is 
nearing completion.  The conflict began on April 
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2nd 1982, and ended in Argentine surrender on 
June 14th.  The memorial, at the National 
Memorial Arboretum in Alrewas, near Lichfield, 
will be dedicated on May 20th with 600 veterans 
present.  The work was initiated by the South 
Atlantic Medal Association. 
 The site has been designed to resemble the 
rugged Falklands landscape, with echoes of the 
wall in San Carlos Cemetery.  An area for 
contemplation has been created, incorporating a 
curved wall of rugged stone facing a rock from 
the Falklands and two benches.  There will also be 
a number of plaques, including one with the 
names of three women civilians killed in a 
friendly-fire incident.  Kate Habberley of the 
Royal British Legion said: �The South Atlantic 

Medal Association has organised the whole 
building of the memorial.  In April a single candle 
will be lit in the arboretum�s Millennium Chapel 

and it will be left for the 74 days of the conflict.�  
 An azalea garden has already been started 
with Azalea antelope.  This is dedicated to all who 
served on HMS Antelope, sunk during the conflict 
with the loss of two lives. 
Barry Jones, Grounds Maint Manager 
 Whilst browsing the internet, I found the 
following article by Laurence Gale MSc, 
published last month in �Pitchcare Magazine� 
about the National Memorial Arboretum.  I found 
it to be of particular interest because it featured 
Barry Jones now the NMA�s Grounds 
Maintenance Manager who has been involved 
with the project almost since day one indeed as 
was I. 
 I first became involved with the NMA in 
April 1997 before any serious planting for the 
NMA had taken place however Barry pre-dates 
my involvement with the site as he was involved 
with Redland Aggregates from 1983, before the 
NMA was established.  But my involvement with 
the NMA pre-dates his as he only became 
officially involved with the NMA in 1999. 
 In those early days, as the Birmingham 
Branch was developing the RAF Regiment 
Memorial Garden, Barry was the Head Gardener 
with a staff of one other and I had to liaise with 
Barry on many, many occasions and he was 
always a pleasure to work with, as nothing that I 
asked for was too much trouble.   
 Indeed Barry, should you happen to read 
this newsletter, I have still got your mobile �phone 

number in my mobile �phone, for the unlikely 

event that I will need your help again.  I am sure 
that the Birmingham Branch members who 
worked so hard with me in those early days of 
developing the RAF Regiment Memorial Garden 
to where it is now, will also remember Barry and 
will join with me in wishing him every good 
fortune for the future. 
The National Memorial Arboretum 
 The National Memorial Arboretum at 
Alrewas in Staffordshire was the brainchild of 
Commander David Childs CBE, who wished to 
see established a national focus for remembrance.  
An appeal was launched in 1994 by the then 
Prime Minister, John Major.  Assisted also by 
Millennium Commission funding, the Arboretum 
was officially opened to the public in May 2001.  
Ten years on, the site now hosts an abundance of 
wild plants, woodland areas, grassland, a reed bed 
and wetland.  
 As planting began in 1997, it seemed most 
appropriate that the site should also celebrate the 
turn of the century.  The Millennium Chapel of 
Peace and Forgiveness is a central part of the site 
and was created in such a way as to offer a place 
of tranquillity and reflection to people of every 
faith or none.    
 The project began with no money, no land, 
no staff and, important for an arboretum, no trees.  
The National Lottery Millennium Commission, 
granted some forty per cent of the funds needed, 
and this was matched by thousands of donations, 
both large and small, from a wide variety of 
organisations, both military and civilian, men and 
women, corporate and voluntary.  
 The land was kindly leased for a 
peppercorn rent by Redland Aggregates (now 
Lafarge) who have generously supported the idea 
from the beginning.  The initial planting took 
place thanks to grants from the Forestry 
Commission and the National Forest.  It consists 
of 150 acres of wooded parkland within the 
National Forest in Staffordshire, where visitors 
can both enjoy and learn about the trees and their 
surroundings, and reflect upon their special 
symbolism.  
 Over 50,000 trees have been planted on 
the site, along with the erection of over 200 
memorials, of which 80% are military and 
represent many of the armed forces regiments.  
The focus, therefore, is not totally military.  There 
is a large area devoted to Police who have fallen 
while on duty, as well as other areas given over to 



8 
 

 

the Fire & Rescue and Ambulance services. 
 National charities that represent those who 
have died in particular circumstances, including 
children, and people killed in road incidents, are 
also to be found in the Arboretum grounds.  There 
are many memorials to see.  One of the most 
haunting is 'Shot at Dawn'; the First World War 
memorial to those who were shot for cowardice - 
an extremely thought provoking monument to 
those who died in the throes of war.  
 During my visit, I met up with Barry 
Jones, the site's Grounds Maintenance Manager, 
who has been involved with the project since day 
one.  Barry is, essentially, a Landscape Contractor 
who began working on the site way back in 1983, 
undertaking tree planting work for Redland.  As 
with any quarry, the operators are required to 
replant and landscape spent areas of land.  
 In 1999, Barry was officially invited to 
tender for the ongoing maintenance of the 
Arboretum in terms of helping plant trees, general 
maintenance of the grass lawn areas, paths and 
memorial gardens on the 150 acre site.  
 Over the years, Barry has built up his 
gardening team to cover the amount of work 
required.  The workload is split between three 
parties.  Barry and his team of five generally 
undertake all the shrub bed maintenance and 
mowing of the ornamental lawns, another 
contractor is brought in to mow the larger, formal 
grass areas, whilst the National Memorial 
Arboretum has a team of volunteers who help 
work on some of the plantations and memorial 
gardens.  
 Barry keeps the grass mown using ride-on 
Kubota rotary mowers, mowing most of the lawn 
areas on a weekly basis.  Some of the larger 
plantation areas are mown on a ten day cycle.  
Grass mowing heights vary from 13mm on the 
formal lawn, to 30mm for more general grass 
areas.  During the summer months, Barry says it is 
very much like the old Forth Bridge mentality; as 
you complete one cycle of cut, it is then time to 
start all over again.  
 One of the most popular parts of the 
Arboretum is the Poppy Field, which is in full 
flower between the months of June and August.  
Once the flowers have died back, Barry and his 
team cut and collect the old crop and, in the 
following March, rotavate and reseed the field, to 
start the whole process again.  Another big job is 
the twice annual treatment of weeds around the 

bases of trees.  Glyphosate and spot treatments are 
used as required; a time consuming job 
considering there are so many trees to keep weed 
free.   
 Barry reports to Paul Kennedy, the 
Arboretum's curator.  They have regular meetings 
to keep up to speed with all the activities planned 
for the site, including ongoing construction work 
of new memorials, which can often impede some 
maintenance regimes.  Any pruning from tree 
works undertaken on site is recycled and used to 
mulch shrub beds and top up informal pathways. 
   Barry loves his job, especially as he can 
see the fruits of his labour; many of the trees he 
planted all those years ago are now maturing into 
essential features of the Arboretum.  He currently 
has no plans to retire, and hopes he can continue 
to enjoy the work and friendships he has built up 
since he began working there over twenty five 
years ago.  

Future Events at the NMA 
Wednesday 25th April 2012 
 On Wednesday 25th April, ANZAC Day, 
at 11.a.m. onsite at the Gallipoli Memorial, the 
97th anniversary of the Gallipoli conflict, will be 
remembered with a ceremony, including laying of 
wreaths.  All are welcome to attend.  For further 
information, contact Nadir Imamoglu on 01922 
406604 or at <imamoglu@live.co.uk>. 
Wednesday 28th April 2012 
 On Saturday 28th April at 12.00 noon 
onsite, a memorial service and dedication of 
memorial will be held for the Ulster Defence 
Regiment (UDR).  For further information contact 
Glyn Hanna, UDR County Chairman, on 02841 
763819 or at <glynhanna@btconnect.com 
Saturday 12th May 2012 
 On Saturday 12th May at 1.00 p.m. onsite 
at the PVA Memorial Stone and benches in the 
Mediterranean Campaigns area, the Palestine 
Veterans Association (PVA) will hold an informal 
gathering for members who served as part of the 
British mandate 1923 to 1948.  For further 
information, contact Nick Hill (PVA 
Administrator) on 01653 6977777 (Eden Camp 
Museum) or at <nick@edencamp.co.uk>. 
Saturday 12th May 2012 
 On Saturday 12th May at 12.30 p.m. in the 
Leonard Cheshire Amphitheatre and at the Halton 
Grove, the RAF Halton Aircraft Apprentices 
Association will hold a service to commemorate 
their 90th anniversary and the unveiling of a new 
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information board.  For further information 
contact Duncan Grant on 01782 644 315 or at 
<dg.lts1@btinternet.com>. Website: <
www.oldhaltonians.co.uk>. 
Wednesday 16th May 2012 
 On Wednesday 16th May, at 10.30 a.m. for 
the  service and at 11.30 a.m. for the AGM, onsite 
and in the Pavilion Marquee, the Royal Army 
Medical Corps (RAMC) will hold their annual 
service of remembrance, followed by their Annual 
General Meeting.  For further information, 
contact:  WO1 Steve Harriss (Corps RSM) on 
07729 359695 or steveharriss792@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Thursday 17th May 2012 
 On Thursday 17th May at 11.00 a. m. on 
site at REA memorial, the Royal Engineers 
Association (REA) will hold a drum head service 
to commemorate the centenary of the Association.  
For further information contact:  Lt Col John 
McLennan (Controller REA) on 01634 847 005 or 
info@reahq.org.uk Website:  www.reahq.org.uk 
Sunday 20th May 2012 
 On Sunday 20th May at 11.30 a.m. a 
service will be held to dedicate a memorial for the 
Falklands conflict.  Places at the main event are 
limited.   Applications may be made via the 
website below.  Closing date 28th February.  For 
further information contact the Secretary, SAMA 
82, on 01495 741 592 or at 
<secretary@sama82.org.uk>.   
Wednesday 23rd May 2012 
 On Wednesday 23rd May, onsite in the 
Pavilion Marquee and at the Burma Star Grove, at 
11.00 a.m. for the AGM and at 12.30 p.m. for the 
service, the Burma Star Association (BSA) will 
hold their annual service of commemoration for 
past holders of the Burma Star medal.  For further 
information contact Glynis Longhurst (BSA 
Treasurer) on 020 7823 4273 or at 
<gslbsa@btconnect.som>.  
Thursday 24th May 2012 
 On Thursday 24th May at 12.00 noon 
onwards in the Millennium Chapel and onsite, the 
1st Army Association will hold their annual 
service of remembrance, followed by the 
unveiling of a memorial plaque.  For further 
information contact:  Tony Browring, Event 
Organiser, on 0781 376 9738.  
Saturday 26th May 2012 
 On Saturday 26th May onsite at 2.00 p.m. 
the Monte Casino Society will hold a service of 

dedication for their new memorial.  For further 
information contact:  Mike Anslow, Committee 
Member, on anslow9@hotmail.com 
Saturday 27th May 2012 
 On Sunday 27th May at 12.00 noon  on site 
at RMA memorial, the Royal Marines Association 
(RMA) will hold their annual service of 
remembrance followed by luncheon reception.  
For further information contact:  Ralph Eales, 
Event Organiser, on 01332 671 753 or 07771 
765021 or <reales@hotmail.co.uk>. Places for the 
luncheon reception should be booked in advance. 
Saturday 2nd June 2012 
 On Saturday 2nd June at 11.15. a.m onsite, 
the Arborfield Old Boys' Association, as part of a 
reunion weekend, will hold a drumhead service of 
Remembrance for ex-apprentices of Arborfield 
Army Apprentices College.  For further 
information contact   David (Tich) Schofield, 
Honorary Secretary, on 01249 248898 or at 
<tich@arborfieldoldboys.co.uk>.  Website:  
<www.arborfieldoldboys.co.uk>. 
Sunday 3rd June 2012 
 On Sunday 3 June at 1.30 p.m. in the 
Millennium Chapel and then onsite, the RAF Boy 
Entrants Association will hold their annual 
memorial service at the Arboretum.  For further 
information contact: Chris Baker on 01623 
461457 or at <cjbaker1@sky.com>.  Website: 
<www.rafbea.org>.  
Wednesday 13th June 2012 
 On Wednesday 13th June at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the RTR Memorial, the Royal Tank 
Regiment (Nottingham Branch) will hold their 
annual service to remember those members of the 
Regiment who have lost their lives.  For further 
information contact Brian Rogers (Honorary 
Secretary) on 07740 631426 or at 
<brian@sherwoodpkg.com.  Website:  
<www.rtra-notts-branch.org.uk>. 
Saturday 16th June 2012 
 On Saturday 16th June at 11.30 a. m. in the 
Millennium Chapel and onsite at RMP memorial, 
the Royal Military Police (RMP) will hold their 
annual service of remembrance, followed by the 
laying of wreaths.  For further information 
contact:  Colonel J H Baber on 02392.  
Saturday 23rd June 2012 
 On Saturday 23rd June, the RAF Police 
Association will hold their annual parade and 
service.  Time:  Programme to be confirmed.  
Venue:  Millennium Avenue and onsite.  For 

http://www.oldhaltonians.co.uk/
mailto:info@reahq.org.uk
mailto:reales@hotmail.co.uk
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further information contact Ted Hellewell 
(National Chairman) on 01323 449833.   
Thursday 28th June 2012 
 On Thursday 28th June at 2.00 p. m. onsite 
The Queen's Royal Hussars will hold a regimental 
drumhead service as their memorial is dedicated, 
followed by a private reception.  For further 
information contact:  Major David Innes-
Lumsden, Regimental Secretary, on 0207 756 
2273 or regsec@qrhussars.co.uk   
Saturday 30th June 2012 
 On Saturday 30th June, the Arboretum will 
run a full programme of events to commemorate 
and celebrate Armed Forces Day, including the 
arrival of the Olympic Torch Relay.  Time and 
programme to be confirmed.  Admission is free 
but donations will be appreciated.  Please note 
that special parking arrangements will apply. 
Saturday 30th June 2012 
            On Saturday 30th June 2011 the RAF 
Regiment Annual Memorial Commemoration 
Service will be held.  For further information 
contact the RAF Regiment Secretary Wg Cdr 
Martin Hooker RAF (Rtd) on 01359 23 7824 or at 
<rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk>. 
Wednesday 4th July 2012 
 On Wednesday 4th July at 11.30 a.m. in the 
Millennium Chapel and at the AGC Memorial, the 
Adjutant General's Corps will be holding a 
commemoration service.  For further information 
contact the Assistant Regimental Secretary at 
<rhqagc@btconnect.com> or the website 
<www.rhqagc.com>. 
Saturday 7th July 2012 
 On Saturday 7th July at 12.00 noon in the 
Pavilion Marquee and at the Royal Artillery 
Garden, the Royal Artillery Association (RAA) 
will hold its annual Service of Remembrance and 
wreath laying.  For further information contact: 
Allan Solly (RAA Membership Secretary) on 
01980 845 362 or by email to <ArtyCen-RHQRA-
RAA-MemSec@mod.uk>.   
Friday 27th July 2012 
 On Friday 27 July at 11.30 a.m. in the 
Pavilion Marquee (admission to ticket holders 
only) and BKVA Garden, for a concert by the 
King's Division Band, and 12.00 p.m. for the 
drumhead service of thanksgiving, 
commemoration and Remembrance, the British 
Korean Veterans Association (BKVA) will hold a 
Commemoration Day for the 59th anniversary of 
the Armistice at the conclusion of hostilities in 

Korea.  For further information contact Frank 
Down (Trustee and Event Organiser) on 0116 233 
2136 or at <frank.down@orange.net.>. 
Saturday 8th September 2012 
 On Saturday 8th September at 11.30 a. m. 
at the Greek Grove, the Brotherhood of Veterans 
of the Greek Campaign 1941 will hold their 
annual service, this year being the 71st 
anniversary.  For further information contact:  
Mrs Janet Buttery (Secretary) on 01279 657 166 
or graham.buttery@btinternet.com    
Sunday 9th September 2012 
 On Sunday 9th September at 11.a.m. onsite 
at the Army Apprentice National Memorial, there 
will be a short blessing and interment of the Army 
Apprentice rolls of honour.  For further 
information contact:   John McGahan (Liaison 
Officer) on 01283 703182 or at 
<jmcgahan@talktalk.net>. 
Saturday 10th September 2012 
 On Saturday 10th September at 2.00 p.m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and onsite at BNTVA 
Memorial, the British Nuclear Test Veterans 
Association (BNTVA) will hold a service of 
remembrance.  This is the Association's first 
National Atomic Veterans Awareness Day to 
commemorate all who have served from veterans 
to Royal Navy submariners.   
 For further information contact Bob Smith 
(Membership Secretary) on 01360 311 300 or at 
<bob60@tesco.net or Jeff Liddiatt (National 
Secretary) on 01275 848 965 or at 
<jeff_lidiatt@yahoo.co.uk>.  Website:  
<www.bntva.com>. 
Saturday 15th September 2012 
 On Saturday 15th September at 11.00 a.m. 
onsite at the South Atlantic Medal Association 
(SAMA) Memorial, the HMS Invincible WO's 
and CPO's 82 Association will hold a service of 
remembrance.  For further information contact 
Peter Westbrook on 02392 580158 or at 
<pete.westbrook@gmail.com>.  
Monday 1st October 2012 
 On Monday 1st October at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the REME Memorial, REME will hold 
their annual Founders Day service.  For further 
information contact:  Capt C Brinkman, Corps 
Adjutant, on 01189 763 480 or DEME-Plans-
SO3@mod.uk   
Wednesday 3rd October 2012 
 On Wednesday 3rd October on site at 
11.oo a. m. the British Nuclear Test Veterans 

mailto:rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk
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Association (BNTVA) will hold a service of 
dedication for their new memorial.  For further 
information contact: Jeff Liddiatt (Vice-
Chairman) on 01275 848965 or <vice-
chairman@BNTVA.com>  
Sunday 7th October 2012  
On Sunday 7 October at 12.00 noon onsite at 
RASC/RCT memorial the Tyneside Branch of the 
Royal Army Service Corps & Royal Corps of 
Transport Association will hold an informal 
service followed by wreath laying ceremony.  For 
further information contact:  Phil Thompson, 
Chairman, on 07974 153547 or 
philip.h.thompson@btinternet.com 

LAC 1157783 Charles Elliott 
Information Required 

 I�ve been in correspondence with LAC 

Elliot�s grandson Mike Singleton who is 

attempting to put together his grandfather�s 

service history.  As Mike thought that his 
grandfather had served in the RAF Regiment, he 
searched the internet and came up with my name 
and contact details.  He then e-mailed me to see if 
I could help him.  
 After digging around a little bit and asking 
Mike for further details, I told him that I do not 
think he served in the RAF Regiment but with the 
RAF instead.  However, having said that I would 
see what I could do, I said that I would publish his 
grandfather�s details in the hope that someone 

may recall him.   
 So here goes what we have found so far.  
 LAC 1157783 Charles Elliott was born on 
13th March 1903 and later during the war, lived at 
33 Wood End Road, Erdington, Birmingham.  He 
volunteered for the RAF at the start of World War 
Two and joined (they think) 3 Squadron.   
 He was possibly based at Manston, Kent 
first where there were Typhoon and Tempest 
aircraft.  He then got a compassionate posting to a 
barrage balloon site at Rookery Park, Erdington 
and was demobbed shortly after.  He moved to 
Garretts Green, Birmingham after the war. 
 The family are not sure if he served in 
Europe as apparently he never talked about his 
service.  Charles Elliot died in November 2002 
aged 92.  If anyone knew Charles or knew of him, 
please let me we know. 

�It�s a long way to Tipperary� 
 We all know the song �It�s a long way to 

Tipperary� don�t we for people of my generation 

have sung it many times with gusto over the 
years, as did our fathers and grandfathers 
generations too.   
 It is a British music hall song written by 
Jack Judge and was allegedly written for a 5 
shilling bet in Stalybridge, Manchester on 30th 
January 1912 and performed the next night at the 
local music hall.   
 Judge's parents were Irish, and his 
grandparents came from Tipperary. The song 
became popular among soldiers in the First World 
War and is remembered as a song of that war.  
 During the First World War the Irish 
regiment the Connaught Rangers were witnessed 
singing this song as they marched through 
Boulogne on 13th August 1914 by the Daily Mail 
correspondent George Curnock, who reported the 
event in that newspaper on 18th August 1914.  
 The song was then picked up by other 
units of the British Army.  In November 1914 it 
was recorded by the well-known tenor John 
McCormack, which helped contribute to its 
worldwide popularity.  I wonder if today�s 

generation know �It�s along way to Tipperary?�  

If they don�t here are the words. 
 

�It�s along way to Tipperary?�   
Up to mighty London  

came an Irishman one day.  
As the streets are paved with gold 

sure, everyone was gay. 
 

Singing songs of Piccadilly, 
The Strand and Leicester Square,  
�till Paddy got excited then, 
 he shouted to them there:  

 

It's a long way to Tipperary,  
it's a long way to go.  

It's a long way to Tipperary.  
To the sweetest girl I know!  

 

Goodbye, Piccadilly,  
farewell, Leicester Square!  

It's a long, long way to Tipperary,  
but my heart's right there.  

 

Paddy wrote a letter  
to his Irish Molly-O, 

saying, "Should you not receive it 
write, and let me know!" 

  

"If I make mistakes in spelling  
Molly, dear," said he.  

"Remember, it's the pen that's bad, 
 don't lay the blame on me!  
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It's a long way to Tipperary,  
it's a long way to go.  

It's a long way to Tipperary,  
to the sweetest girl I know! 

 

 Goodbye, Piccadilly, 
 Farewell, Leicester Square!  

It's a long, long way to Tipperary,  
but my heart's right there.  

 

Molly wrote a neat reply to Irish Paddy-O.  
Saying Mike Maloney  

wants to marry me, and so leave the  
Strand and Piccadilly.  

 

Or you'll be to blame. 
 For love has fairly  

drove me silly:  
Hoping you're the same! 

 
 

 It's a long way to Tipperary,  
it's a long way to go.  

It's a long way to Tipperary  
To the sweetest girl I know! 

 

 Goodbye, Piccadilly,  
Farewell, Leicester Square!  

It's a long, long way to Tipperary,  
but my heart's right there. 

 

The Bawdy Version 
 There is an alternative version that some 
of you may know that starts off like this, but I 
don�t intend to publish the rest of it. 
 

That's the wrong way to tickle Mary,  
that's the wrong way to kiss.  

Don't you know that over here, lad, 
they like it best like this. 

 

The Tipperary Cottage and Inn 
 Now every Englishman has his "local", 
known as "my local" or his local pub or public 
house.  One of these is the �Tipperary Inn�, Mear 

End Road, Honiley, near Kenilworth in 
Warwickshire. It's just up the road from Tipperary 
Cottage that is also in Meer End Road. 
 A lot of Midlanders including me have 
long believed that the song "It's a long way to 
Tipperary� was composed there and that the 
cottage and the pub gained their names after the 
song became popular.  Now I find to my dismay, 
that there are two more contenders for the honour, 
a local town Oldbury and Stalybridge in Greater 
Manchester. 
Two Contenders for the honour 

 It has been a long time since this First 
World War ditty Tipperary was penned but there 
is no doubt that it was written by a Midland 
fishmonger, Jack Judge, who was born in Low 
Town, Oldbury, in 1872.   
 However, the battle to lay claim as to 
where the melody was written continues to rage 
between the Black Country and Manchester.  And 
as its northern fans prepare to celebrate what they 
say is the song�s 100th birthday, a fresh row has 

broken out. 
 Jack became a music hall star who 
performed in venues across Britain, including the 
Grand Theatre, Stalybridge, Greater Manchester.  
And that is where it has been officially declared 
that Jack wrote his most famous ditty � on 
January 31st 1912.  The story goes that he 
composed it overnight to win a bet for five 
shillings with a fellow artiste. 
 But Jack was known for his �overnight 

song� trick.  He would write material in Oldbury 

and keep it in his pocket to produce as new work 
elsewhere, in order to dupe the unwary into 
making a bet.   Jack is said to have written 
Tipperary � then titled �It�s a Long Way to 

Connemara� � as early as 1909, in Oldbury.  It 
became a huge hit on the music hall circuit before 
being taken up by soldiers off to the trenches in 
the First World War. 
 In Stalybridge, plans are afoot for revellers 
to throng the town�s main square.  There will be a 

brass band, a children�s choir, �soldiers� in war 

uniforms and the unveiling of a plaque in his 
honour.   
 The row over �It�s A Long Way To 

Tipperary� reaches near trench warfare as 

Oldbury and Manchester suburb Stalybridge each 
stage civic events to mark the 100th birthday of 
the inspiring ditty.  A brass band will belt out the 
classic in Stalybridge centre, while Oldbury 
Library will be the venue for a community choir�s 

rendition of the song, which both communities 
believe was penned in their patch.   
 The two factions agree on one thing.  The 
song�s author Jack Judge, an Oldbury fishmonger, 

wrote the stirring anthem and first performed it on 
January 31, 1912, at Stalybridge�s Grand Theatre.  
 Historians there are adamant he penned his 
classic during an extended stint at the theatre after 
a fellow artiste wagered five shillings he couldn�t 

write a winning tune in less than a day.  Yet their 
Oldbury counterparts insist Jack, born in 1872, 



13 
 

 

wrote the tune � originally entitled �It�s A Long 

Way To Connemara� � at home, then took it on 
the road.   
 That rankles with Northern folk, who have 
even erected a statue to Jack, despite the fact he 
never returned to Stalybridge after his theatre 
stint.  Alan Rose of Stalybridge Local History 
Society stressed there is hard evidence to support 
the ditty�s Northern roots.  In the 1920s, Jack 

Judge wrote a letter to the Stalybridge Year Book 
confirming he wrote it while staying at the town�s 

Newmarket Tavern.   
 A plaque to that effect was placed on the 
pub wall.  The pub has long gone, but the plaque 
remains, now taking pride of place at the Band 
Room.  Mr Rose said: �Oldbury is claiming it 

because he was a resident there, but there is no 
doubt he wrote it in Stalybridge.  There is no 
doubt in my mind.  He got himself into a bet with 
another artiste.  He bet five shillings Jack couldn�t 

write a song in 24 hours, which he did.� 
 That�s news to Oldbury residents who 

believe Jack crafted his greatest hit on the piano 
of a local pub.  Dr Terry Daniels, head of Oldbury 
Local History Society, believes Jack �pulled a fast 

one�.  He already had the tune in his pocket when 

he agreed the bet.   
 �He was always a betting man and he 

would steer a conversation to writing songs,�� he 

said.  �There is no doubt he sang �It�s A Long 

Way To Tipperary� for the first time in 

Stalybridge � no one in Olbury disagrees with 
that.  But it was not produced from a blank piece 
of paper.� 
 And there is evidence a child singer 
publicly performed �It�s A Long Way to 
Connemara� BEFORE the Grand Theatre show. 
  Black Country supporters concede 
Stalybridge is celebrating the musical milestone 
with more razzmatazz.  But a local sniffed: �One 

suspects that, in Stalybridge, they don�t have 

much else to celebrate.�   
 Well what do you know?  We�ll have 

Manchester claiming that it�s Britain�s Second 

City next. For myself, I don�t care about these 

other two claimants.  I still believe it was written 
in Tipperary Cottage.  After all, Tipperary Cottage 
is only twenty miles or so from Oldbury.  I�ll bet 

Jack penned the song there after having a drink in 
the pub that then became the Tipperary Inn as the 
cottage became the Tipperary Cottage. 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT SECRETARY 
DEATHS: 
 STARKEY ALAN.  Former RAF Regt 
member Alan STARKEY died on 1Mar 12.  The 
funeral was held in Openshaw on 14 Mar 12.  No 
further Service or personal details are known.  
The Corps extends its sincere condolences to the 
surviving family.  
 YEO ERIC.  Retired RAF Regt officer 
Eric Frederick Jameson YEO, born 1924, died 
recently.  No further Service or personal details 
are known at this time.  The funeral was held in 
Ludlow on 7 Mar 12.  The Corps was represented 
by the RAF FP Force WO, WO Rowlands.  The 
Corps extends its sincere condolences to the 
surviving family.  
 BUCKLE JOHN.  Former RAF Regt WO 
John A BUCKLE, born 5 Apr 34, died on 10 Mar 
12 aged 77.  He first enlisted in 1952 as a 
National Serviceman, served in 2ATAF in 
German before being discharged in 1955 at the 
end of his engagement.  He then re-enlisted as a 
Regular in 1961, serving on TQCS (1961-64), 
3Wg in Akrotiri (1964-67), and at the RAF Regt 
Depot Catterick (1967-73), 15 Sqn RAF Regt at 
Wittering (1973-75), RAFC Cranwell 1979-80, 
GDT at RAF Linton-on-Ouse (1980-83, HQ RAF 
Germany, Rheindahlen ((1984-87) and finally on 
66 Sqn RAF Regt at RAF West Raynham (1987-
89), from where he retired.  
 He was awarded the BEM.  He was a 
member of the Norfolk Branch of the RAF Regt 
Assoc.  The funeral took place at 13.15 on 30 Mar 
12 at the Horsham St Faiths Crematorium, Nr 
Norwich. Family flowers only but donations may 
be made to the East Anglian Air Ambulance or 
Help For Heroes charities.  He is survived by his 
wife, Linda, of 31 Rivermead, Stalham, Norfolk 
NR12 9PH, to whom the Corps extends its sincere 
condolences.  
 FOULSHAM MC WILLIAM.  Former 
RAF ACC Member.  Retired RAF officer, 
William FOULSHAM MC, born 25 Jun 14, died 
on 15 Feb 12 aged 97.  He was a former member 
of No 2 Armoured Car Company and won the MC 
for bravery under fire in 1936.  He is believed to 
be that last surviving member of the RAF ACCs 
from the pre-WWII era.  The funeral took place in 
Basingstoke on 29 Feb 12.  He is survived by his 
son, Rick, of Yaffle House, Weston Colley, 
Winchester, Hants SO21 3AE, to whom the Corps 
extends its sincere condolences. 
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 STAPLETON JACK.  Founder 
Member.  Former RAF Regt Gunner C A J (Jack) 
STAPLETON died on 10 Mar 12.  He enlisted on 
8 Mar 41 as a Ground Gunner and was assimilated 
into the RAF Regt on its formation in 1942.  He 
served in the North European, North African and 
Italian Campaigns, in France, Italy � at Monte 
Casino, and Palestine.  He was discharged in Jul 
46.  He was a member of the Birmingham Branch 
of the RAF Regt Assoc.  The funeral took place at 
the Thornhill & Cardiff Crematorium, Thornhill 
Road, Rhiwbina, Cardiff CF14 9UA at 1445 on 
27 Mar 12.  Family flowers only.  He is survived 
by his son, Robert, of 3 Llangefni Place, 
Llanishen, Cardiff CF14 5JR, to whom the Corps 
extends its sincere condolences.  
 WESTON COLIN Former RAF Regt 
LAC Colin W WESTON, born 8 Jan 34, died on 
16 Mar 12 aged 78.  He enlisted as a National 
Serviceman in Jan 52, serving on 3 (AC) Sqn 
RAF Regt at Jever in Germany until discharged in 
Jan 55.  He was a member of the RAF Regt Assoc 
(HQ Roll).  The funeral was held in Brindle, 
Lancashire, on 23 Mar.  He is survived by his 
wife, Anne, of 396 Brindle Road, Bamber Bridge, 
Preston PR5 6AP, to whom the Corps extends its 
sincere condolences.  
NEW NOTICES: 
OPERATIONAL HONOURS LIST No38 
 The following Armed Forces� Operational 

Honours (List No 38) to members of the Corps 
were announced in the London Gazette Military 
Supplement dated 23 Mar 12: 
Mention in Despatches 
A/Sgt A G Bailey � Gnr - 58 Sqn RAF Regt, RAF 
Leuchars 
Cpl J P Hudson � Gnr �RAF Regt Flt, RAF 
Leuchars 
Joint Commander�s Commendations 
Sqn Ldr J P Neame � RAF Regt � Trg Wg, RAF 
Honington 
Flt Lt B R Alcock � RAF Regt � RAF FP Centre, 
RAF Honington 
Flt Lt C J Lynn � RAF Regt � OACCS, RAF 
Cranwell 
Flt Lt Chris Morrill � RAF Regt - 7 FP Wg, 
FS M S Somerset � Gnr � ex-15 Sqn RAF Regt, 
RAF Honington 
Sgt D A J Scott � Gnr � 34 Sqn RAF Regt, RAF 
Leeming 
Cpl S J Lambourne � Gnr � 15 Sqn RAF Regt, 
RAF Honington 
 

 The Corps JCCs amounted to 16% of the 
RAF commendations listed. 
58 SQN RAF REGT STANDARD 
PRESENTATION 
 58 Sqn RAF Regt reformed officially on 1 
Apr 10 and returned recently from a successful 
deployment to Afghanistan, providing FP to 
deployed Air assets on Op HERRICK.  The Sqn 
will be presented with its new Standard at RAF 
Leuchars on Wed 9 May 12.   
 As a part of this auspicious occasion, the 
Sqn would like to cordially invite former Sqn 
members to attend and partake in celebrating the 
official return of this historic Sqn to the RAF Regt 
Order of Battle.  The event is planned to 
commence at 11.00.  Post-parade, there will be a 
buffet with the Reviewing Officer and members 
of the Squadron.  Those who wish to attend are 
asked to apply in writing to the Dep Sqn Cdr, 58 
58 Sqn RAF Regt, RAF Leuchars, St Andrews, 
Fife, KY16 0JX (or by Email to: 58FPSQN-
HQDSC@mod.uk ) no later than 25 Apr 12 to 
ensure a place.  Information should include the 
names of all those seeking to attend, together with 
appropriate vehicle details (Make, model, Colour, 
Regd No). Travel and accommodation 
arrangements remain the responsibility of those 
travelling.  
CENTURION 2011 
 Despite the best intentions of the Editor, 
there was a significant delay on the publishing of 
the 2011 edition of the Centurion journal.  The 
Editor apologises for the lateness of the Journal 
and can report that it is now with the Printers. 
Given the intervening Easter break, we expect the 
journal to be in the post to subscribers by mid-
Apr.  It will be a bumper edition with some 200 
pages and increased colour content.  
 The next Centurion journal will be 
expensive to post.  If you are a RAF Regt 
Fund/Centurion subscriber, have moved since 
Aug 10 and have not (or are not sure of having) 
updated your mailing address, please contact Fg 
Off Elliot Haddock at HON-TrgWgHoldOff09 as 
soon as possible to register your new address.  
Centurion copies sent to old addresses, where 
changes have not been notified, will only be re-
sent at cost to the individual.  
HOUSE OF LORDS DEBATE � 13 MAR 12 
 An interesting debate was held in the 
House of Lords on 13 Feb 12, in which the 
activities of the RAF Regt, during the Fukushima 
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Daiichi nuclear power plant incident and in 
Afghanistan, were lauded.  The Hansard Report 
may be found in the 13 Mar 12 (from 14.30) 
edition and the video clip may be viewed at 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/democracylive/hi/house_of_
lords/newsid_9704000/9704722.stm .   
Vacancies FOR Additional Duties 
Commitment (so2 FP concepts & doctrine) - 
UPDATED 
 Vacancies have arisen for 2 x sqn ldr 
(RAF Regt or RAFP) to serve on a part-time, 180-
days per year Additional Duties Commitment 
(ADC) as SO2 FP Concepts and Doctrine, as a 
part of the RAF FP Centre, Lessons and Concepts 
Cell.  Although working for RAF Honington, the 
posts would be established at any RAF FP Force 
Element location or HQ RAFP, allowing the 
applicant to serve in his geographic area of choice 
on ADC Terms and Conditions of Service.  
 The appointments would suit anyone of 
the appropriate rank recently retired or about to 
retire.  The closing date for applications is now 13 
Apr 12; interviews will take place at RAF 
Honington in Apr 12 (date tbc).  For further 
information including how to apply for these 
vacancies, contact FS Gary Stannard, FP Centre 
Adjt on (tel) 01359 237302 or Email at HON-
FPCenAdjt@mod.uk. 
NEW 51 SQN RAF REGT TIE 
 51 Sqn RAF Regt will shortly take 
delivery of ties in the new Sqn colours.  The cost 
will be £15+P&P and those keen to purchase one 

(or having an interest in the associated Sqn 
Cummerbund), should contact Flt Lt Brendan 
Dunne, Sqn Ops Offr, at 
51FPSqnOpsOfficer@mod.uk for further details.  
VETERANS� DIAMOND JUBILEE 

ROSETTE APPEAL  
 For those veterans who bemoan the 
absence of receiving a Diamond Jubilee Medal, 
there is a once-only opportunity to purchase a 
Rosette to honour Her Majesty and at the same 
time raise funds for Service Charities.  While the 
fund-raising will not be of direct benefit to the 
RAF Regt Fund, it is appreciated that many 
former members of the Corps may like the 
opportunity to visibly display their appreciation 
and loyalty.  Buying the Rosette would give 
veterans of the Corps a chance to pay tribute to 
our Air Commodore-in-Chief on the occasion of 
Her Diamond Jubilee. For more information go to 
www.veteransrosette.co.uk.  

FREE LONDON-AREA TRANSPORT FOR 
VETERANS (UPDATED) 
 Veterans in receipt of a Service War 
Pension (i.e. (i.e. a tax free amount in recognition 
of an injury or other disability incurred while on 
duty) are entitled to free public transport travel 
(using the Oyster Card system) within the M25 all 
day on all Transport for London (TFL) means. 
   There is a similar arrangement for 
mainline railways - again only for that portion 
within the M25 - but not on morning rush-hour 
trains (ie those arriving at main line termini before 
09.30).  For further details and to apply for the 
hard-copy application form, please go to the 
Defence Personal, Welfare and Veterans� Agency 

or TFL (www.tfl.gov.uk/tickets/14424.aspx) 
websites.  
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
* Provisional Dates 
9 May - 58 Sqn RAF Regt Standard Presentation 
(RAF Leucahrs) 
11-14 May - RAF Regt Assoc Spring Social 
(Nidd Hall, Nr Harrogate). 
12 May - Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration (Catterick). 
30 May - RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Reception 2012 (House of Lords) � * Date 
Change 
4 Jun * - Naming Ceremony (for those killed in 
2011) at the National Armed Forces' Memorial 
(NMA Alrewas). 
15 Jun - 63 Sqn RAF Regt Assoc Reunion (Union 
Jack Club, London). 
30 Jun - UK Veterans� Day + RAF Regt Annual 

Memorial Commemoration (NMA Alrewas) 
3 Jul - 3 Sqn RAF Regt Homecoming Parade and 
25th Anniversary Families Day (RAF Wittering) 
19 Jul - II Sqn RAF Regt 90th Anniversary 
Families� Day (RAF Honington). 
21 Jul - RAF Regt Assoc NEC Mtg 2-11 (venue 
TBC) 
1 Aug - Centurion Journal 2012 - Article 
Deadline. 
28 Sep � 1 Oct - RAF Regt Assoc AGM and 
Reunion (Wyboston Lakes) 
18-19 Oct - RAF AC Assoc Autumn Reunion � 
Morley Hayes (Dinner on 19 Apr)  
26 Oct - RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner 2012 (RAF Club, London). 
11 Nov - Remembrance Day (Nationwide). 
2013 
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31 Jan - Corps Operational Review (RAF 
Honington). 
1 Feb - 71st Anniversary of the Formation of the 
RAF Regt. 
1 Feb - Corps Officers� Briefing and Corps 

Formation Dinner 2012 (RAF Honington). 
11 May - Annual RAF Regt Chapel 
Commemoration (provisional date, Catterick). 
28 Jun - RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Ladies 

Dinner Night (Morley Hayes, nr Derby). 
29 Jun - UK Veterans� Day + RAF Regt Annual 

Memorial Commemoration (NMA Alrewas) 
8 Nov - RAF Regt Offrs� Dinner Club Annual 

Dinner 2013 (RAF Club, London). 
 
Well that�s all for now, keep smiling if you can 
and stay happy. 

   Malcolm   
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Saturday April 21st      2012 B�ham St G Concert 
Monday 23rd April      2012 St George�s Day 
Wednesday 25th April    2012 ANZAC Day 
Sunday 29th April      2012 ANZAC Day Parade 
Fri 11th-Mon 14th May   2012 Spr Reunion Nidd Hall 
Saturday 12th May     2012 Annual Chapel Comm. 
Saturday 16th June     2012 24th Ann Branch 
Sunday 17th June     2012 Cosford Air Show 
Sunday 24th June     2012 National Service Day 

Sunday 24th June     2012 Mem Service Plymouth Ho 
Sunday 24th June     2012 Allied Air Forces Mem 
Saturday 30th June    2012 Regt Ann Comm NMA 
Saturday 30th June    2012 Armed Forces Day NMA 
Saturday 21st July     2012 RAF Regt Assoc NEC Mtg 
Saturday 15th Sept    2012 Battle of Britain Day 
Sunday 6th October     2012 Merchant Navy Day 
Sunday 21st October     2012 Battle of Trafalgar 
Sunday 4th November     2012 Midlands Fest of Rem 
Saturday 10th Nov     2012 B�ham Poppy Ball 
Sunday 11th Nov     2012 Remembrance Sunday 
Sat 24th-Sun 25th Nov     2012 B�ham Int Tattoo 
Friday 30th November    2012 St Andrew�s Day 
Friday 1st February    2013 71st Ann RAF Regt 
Friday 1st February     2013 Branch Subs Due 
Thursday 14th February  2013 Branch AGM 
Friday 1st March      2013 St David�s Day  
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CHAIRMAN 
Ron Sharp     
46 Lightwood Road 
Yoxall, Burton on Trent 
Staffordshire DE13 8QE 
Tel No: 01543 472411 
r.sharpe@homecall.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT 
Dave Gooding 
31 Queen Elizabeth Road 
Rubery, Rednal 
Birmingham 
West Midlands B45 0NE 
Mob: 07982 425539 
wolf480@virginmedia.com 
 
MINUTE SECRETARY 
Ken Bridgwood 
29 Claverdon Drive 
Great Barr 
Birmingham 
West Midlands, B45 5HR 
Tel: 0121 357 4242 
Kenbridgwood@aol.com 
 
RESEARCH CO-ORD/ 
LINK-UP DATA BASE 
Hughie Cooper 
11 Sandringham Close 
Baswich Lane 
Stafford, ST17 0AB 
Tel: 01785 242269 
loz@monarchs.freeserve.co.uk 
 

TREASURER 
Tom Magee 
11 Pavilion Avenue 
Smethwick, Warley  
West Midlands, B67 6LA 
Tel: 0121 429 5635 e-mail 
rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT 
Peter Swash 
�Mdina� Rowney Green Lane 
Rowney Green 
Redditch 
Worcestershire, B48 7QF 
Tel No: 01527 60870 
peter.swash1@btinternet.com  
 
STANDARD BEARER 
Robert McGowran 
11 Hindon Grove 
Acocks Green 
Birmingham 
West Midlands B27 7JP 
Robertmcgowran63@hotmail. 
co.uk 
 
FINANCIAL AUDITORS 
Trevor and Joan Round     
7 Board School Gardens 
Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY3 1XA 
Tel: 01902 672597 

SECRETARY 
Malcolm A Baldwin 
61 Pear Tree Crescent 
Solihull Lodge, Shirley 
Solihull, B90 1LE 
Tel: 0121 608 3791 
Baldwinmalc@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
BRANCH 
QUARTERMASTER  
Tom Magee 
11 Pavilion Avenue 
Smethwick, Warley  
West Midlands, B67 6LA 
Tel: 0121 429 5635   e-mail 
rockape2005@tiscali.co.uk 
 
RBL LIAISON OFFICER 
Dave Gooding 
31 Queen Elizabeth Road 
Rubery, Rednal 
Birmingham 
West Midlands B45 0NE 
Mob: 077597 36879 
wolf480@virginmedia.com 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
OFFICER/SOCIAL SEC 
Michael Beard 
21 Abingdon Road 
Bloxwich, Walsall 
West Midlands 
WS3 2SX 
Tel: 01922 491453 
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