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YOU WILL HAVE NOTICED THE GRADUALLY 
DIMINISHING SIZE OF MY NEWSLETTERS 
FOR I AM WINDING DOWN MY WORK AS 

YOUR BRANCH SECRETARY 
 

I AM COUNTING DOWN � SIX MONTHS UNTIL 
I RETIRE AS YOUR BRANCH SECRETARY.  A 

NEW SECRETARY IS REQUIRED IF THE 
BRANCH IS TO CONTINUE.  

  

PLEASE GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT 
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Dear Readers. 

My Retirement as Your Secretary 
 No one has yet come forward to volunteer 
to stand as the Branch Secretary at the Branch 
AGM next February.  Please would you all give it 
some thought for after three attempts to retire as 
your Secretary, this time I will be - so if the 
Branch is to continue to function efficiently, 
someone needs to volunteer their services. 

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
  It is most important that we remember the 
dangers that our young men and women serving 
on operations are all facing, so please remember 
the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  
 With your help, we can continue to 
provide these small comforts and any other items 
that members of the military staff ask us for.  We 
can never get enough goodies for the lads, so in 
the mean time, your continued support is 
appreciated for we need much more money.   
 It is very much appreciated for it is a huge 
boost to the lads who are treated at Selly Oak to 
know that the general public offer the wounded 
lads and lassies such wonderful financial and 
moral support.  It is difficult to work out just how 
much money we have raised so far, for as a result 
of our Appeal, many of you send money directly 
to the lads but we from what I have been told we 
are well on our way to £5,000.  It may be more, so 
well done lads.  
 If any of you would like to contribute 
items or cash directly for this appeal, you must 
contact Major Ian Cheesman, Officer I/C Patient 
Support Services, or post them to him at RCDM, 
Selly Oak Hospital, Raddlebarn Road, Selly Oak, 
Birmingham, B29 6JD.  If cash, please make your 
cheques out to RCDM - PSS.   
FROM COLIN CLARKE, NORFOLK 
BRANCH SECRETARY 
 Dear Malcolm.  I have sent a cheque to 
Tom Magee from Jacque Blackmore, a lady 
member of the Norfolk Branch.  This is for our 
troops in Selly Oak Hospital.  Jacque is a keen 
supporter and the donation is in remembrance of 
her late husband Bob Blackmore who died in 
2009.  Bob was a member of the Norfolk Branch 
and a former Chairman.   

 
 Jacque says he would have wanted her to 
do this.  She knows the money will be well spent 
for the benefit of those injured in serving their 
country.  Kindest regards.  Colin. 
 

******************** 
 That�s another amazing gift from the 

Norfolk Branch who are the most generous of our 
branches having now given a total of £1210.30 to 

our Appeal.  Please give our thanks to Jacque and 
to all your members Colin and as you say in the 
above letter, the money will be well spent in 
support of our brave lads and lassies. 
 Having received that good news have you 
heard the following other � not so good news � in 
fact it�s disgraceful news.  Lose a leg for your 
country, get over it as best as you can and hey 
presto, you�re not disabled any more.  What a 

wonderful country we live in. 

Soldier who lost leg in Afghanistan 
has £180 disability cash axed  
 Private Aron Shelton, 26, lost the benefit 
as he can now limp 400 metres.  Aron, of East 
Yorks, said: �I fight for my country but it doesn�t 

even look after me.�  To his country, Private Aron 
Shelton gave up nine years of his life.  He lost one 
leg and may yet lose the other.  He saw one of his 
best friends killed in the explosion that has 
crippled him for life.  In return?  His country did 
not think him worth a paltry £180 a month to help 

him cope with those injuries. 
 Aron who has also served in Northern 
Ireland, reflected yesterday: �I go to war and fight 

for my country, but I come home and the 
Government doesn�t even look after me.  It�s not a 

lot to ask for.  But they don�t give a stuff.  I feel 
like I�ve left one battle and got into another.� 
 It is a sadness and anger shared by fiancée 

Callan Fowler, 20, who fumed: �Aron has not 

only fought for his country, he has lost a limb. 
The whole system stinks.�  The heroic soldier, of 
2 Mercian, was in a Land Rover in Lashkar Gar, 
Helmand Province, when it was hit by an 
explosion in June 2007.  The blast killed his 
friend, Drummer Thomas Wright, 21, and badly 
wounded three comrades. 

THE BIRMINGHAM BRANCH NEWSLETTER 
NUMBER 254 AUGUST 2010 
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 Aron suffered dreadful injuries to both 
legs but for months bravely battled through the 
agony.  However, he remained in such 
excruciating pain that the left limb was amputated 
below the knee in December 2008.  Doctors warn 
he is likely to lose the other by the time he is 40 
because of arthritis linked to his injuries. 
 He courageously learnt to use his 
prosthetic limb, taking pride from being able to 
hobble a few hundred grueling yards even though 
it left him racked in pain.  Yet his determination 
to walk again was rewarded in the cruelest way 
imaginable when Department for Work and 
Pensions pen-pushers ruled it meant he no longer 
deserved his £180-a-month Disability Living 
Allowance.  The dad of one, from Bridlington, 
East Yorks, said: �I can walk unaided up to 400 

metres.  After that I am in a lot of pain. 
BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more. 
 

4th August Geoffrey Fenney Cardiff  South Wales 
9th August Bob Porter Walsall West Midlands 
12th August Tom Rees Whitchurch Shropshire 
13th Aug James De Hayes Loughborough Leics 
16th August Ray Penny Birmingham West Mids 
16th Aug George Weetman Stoke on Trent Staffs 

19th August Keith Bryers Braunton Devon  
23rd August John Walters Droitwich Worcs 

26th Aug Dave Gooding Birmingham West Mids 
29th August Cyril Richards Walsall West Mids 

30th August Ron Sharp Yoxall Staffordshire 
 

BRANCH DEATH NOTICES 
 On 13th July at 7.15 a.m. Avril Swash the 
beloved wife of our Branch President Peter Swash 
passed away after a short illness.  The Cremation 
took place at Lodge Hill Crematorium on Tuesday 
27th July.  Peter and Avril have long been 
stalwarts of the Birmingham Branch and were 
involved in many fundraising activities for the 
Branch, reaching a pinnacle with �Sunday Lunch 
with the Branch President� and the Buffet they 
organised for the Dedication of the RAF 
Regiment Memorial.  Avril will be sadly missed 
and our thoughts and prayers are with Peter and 
his family at this difficult time. 

Should We Be in Afghanistan? 
 As the tragic milestone of the 300th 
British military death in Afghanistan was reached, 
many in Britain will be wondering what has been 

achieved during a conflict that has now lasted 
longer than World War II.  Many people including 
me are questioning whether this really is a 
mission essential to the UK's national security.  
More deaths and life-changing injuries for British 
troops in another summer of fighting in Helmand 
will only increase those doubts.   
 Prime Minister David Cameron has 
insisted the mission is vital to keeping the UK 
safe, but he reiterated his vow that British troops 
would not stay in Helmand a moment longer than 
necessary, a promise echoed by his Defence 
Secretary Liam Fox.  The reality is that this 
genuinely is the "crucial year", as Mr Cameron 
said on his recent visit to front-line troops.  
 Senior British officers are keen to see the 
task in Afghanistan through to its resolution, not 
least after Britain's exit from Basra was perceived 
by many as leaving a job half done and inflicting 
damage on the Army's reputation.  As one of 
America's main allies, it would be hard for the UK 
to begin to head for the exit in Afghanistan before 
the US does and the British government insists 
UK troops do need to stay for as long as it takes 
for the Afghan government and its security forces 
to be able to secure the country themselves.  
 Ministers say it is crucial to Britain's own 
security to ensure "a stable enough" Afghanistan, 
in the current government phrasing, to prevent 
Afghanistan again becoming a haven for those 
who want to carry out attacks like 9/11.  However, 
it is clear the new coalition government in the UK 
is taking a harder-headed, more pragmatic 
approach to the mission in Afghanistan - focusing 
seriously on what extra military equipment or 
civilian expertise may be needed, and on how to 
speed up training for Afghan security forces.  
 This is a conflict which has so far cost the 
UK more than £11.1bn, according to figures 

released last June.  This is in addition to the more 
than 305 British lives lost, with hundreds more 
British service personnel injured.  If no real and 
measurable progress is made in the course of this 
year, and the death toll rises significantly over a 
fresh summer of fighting, calls in the UK for an 
earlier withdrawal of troops will increase - even if 
that means leaving before the mission is 
accomplished.  

RAF Regiment News 
Senior Aircraftman Kinikki "Griff" Griffiths 
killed in a vehicle accident in Afghanistan 
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 It is with regret that the Ministry of 
Defence must announce that Senior Aircraftman 
Kinikki "Griff" Griffiths, from the RAF 
Regiment, was killed in a vehicle accident in 
Afghanistan on Friday 16 July 2010.  Senior 
Aircraftman Kinikki "Griff" Griffiths was born on 
12 August 1989 and was soon to celebrate his 
twenty-first birthday.  He joined the Royal Air 
Force on 15th February 2009 as a Gunner in the 
Royal Air Force Regiment.   
 In July, on completion of training and 
passing out as "Best Shot", he was posted to 
Number 1 Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment, 
where he flourished earning the respect of his 
colleagues and peers alike.  Kinikki was selected 
as his flight commander�s signaller and driver, 

and it was whilst carrying out these duties that he 
met his untimely death.  
 Senior Aircraftman Griffiths was hugely 
proud to be a member of the Royal Air Force and 
the Royal Air Force Regiment family.  A naturally 
quiet character he was an immensely strong and 
resourceful Gunner who always got "stuck-in" to 
any task and was an utterly dependable member of 
his flight and squadron.  
 Senior Aircraftman Griffiths planned to 
complete his tour in Afghanistan, remaining on 1 
Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment, and on 
returning to the UK was intending to complete 
pre-parachute selection training with a view to 
eventually serving with the UK Special Forces.  
"Kinikki was the consummate professional gunner 
and, even at this early stage, had much promise; 
he will be sorely missed by all who knew him in 
the RAF Regiment."   
 Senior Aircraftman Kinikki Griffiths was 
part of the Bastion Joint Operating Base Force 
Protection Wing and was conducting a patrol 
within the surrounding area of operation when he 
was involved in a tragic accident involving a 
Jackal patrol vehicle. 
 The thoughts and prayers of his Squadron, 
his Wing and the Royal Air Force Regiment 
family are with his loved ones, in particular his 
parents and his girlfriend, Chloe, during this very 
difficult time.  The Royal Air Force Regiment has 
lost an exceptional young man, with a very 
promising future ahead of him, but this is nothing 
compared to his family�s loss. Senior Aircraftman 
Griffiths will always be remembered for the proud 
and dedicated gunner he was and will always be. 

 Wing Commander Paul Weaver Smith, 
Commanding Officer Bastion Force Protection 
Wing, said: "Senior Aircraftman Kinikki Griffiths 
tragically died whilst on vehicle patrol within the 
Bastion Joint Operating Base area of operation, 
just short of his twenty-first birthday.  Kinikki 
was the consummate professional Gunner and, 
even at this early stage, had much promise; he 
will be sorely missed by all who knew him in the 
RAF Regiment.   
 Kinikki was serving his country by 
protecting a key UK operating base and he died 
whilst ensuring the security of others and enabling 
airpower.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to his 
family and girlfriend at this very difficult time."  
Squadron Leader David Crook, Officer 
Commanding 1 Squadron Royal Air Force 
Regiment, said: 
 "Senior Aircraftman Kinikki Griffiths was 
a young Gunner with huge potential.  He loved his 
job, took pride in his work, and gave his all to 
every task he was given.  I could not want for a 
better Gunner.  But more importantly, Kinikki 
was an affable, modest and thoughtful young man, 
who was a pleasure to know, and whom I had the 
privilege to command.  He will be missed by all 
on 1 Squadron. Per Ardua." 
 Flying Officer Matthew Quinney, Officer 
Commanding B Flight, 1 Squadron Royal Air 
Force Regiment, said: "Senior Aircraftman 
Griffiths was my signaller and right hand man.  
He was always positioned next to me on patrols 
and as such we were close, both on and off duty.  
At work, he was a consummate professional; 
always ready to help, and at weekends, we would 
run the cross country routes around RAF 
Honington and play football.   
 He was enthusiastic about his career in the 
Royal Air Force Regiment and we were planning 
to undertake the Pre-Parachute Selection Course 
together in March next year.  I will miss 'Griff' 
both personally and professionally. He was a fine 
Gunner and a good man". 
 Corporal Ryan David, B Flight, 1 
Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment, said: "Griff 
was a very hardworking soldier, always smiling 
and never complaining about any task given.  
Whilst working with him on the Medical 
Emergency Response Team (MERT), he would 
never need prompting to help casualties.  He 
would also work as hard as he possibly could, 
impressing everyone who had the pleasure to 
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work with him.  Griff was always happy and was 
an extremely fit person, who excelled in fitness 
and could always be found on the running 
machine during downtime.  It was an honour to 
have had Griff in my Section, not just as an 
exceptional soldier, but as a close friend who 
always acted professionally and inspired everyone 
he met."  
 Senior Aircraftman Stuart Smith, C Flight, 
1 Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment, said: 
"Griff always had a smile and never a bad word 
for anyone.  I know Robbo will miss his favourite 
phys partner.  We started on 'Basics' together, El-
Alamein Flight, and I know on behalf of 
everyone, but especially Senior Aircraftman 
Robson we share the grief with your family.  Rest 
in Peace Griff.  Love you forever, Senior 
Aircraftman Smudge Smith and all those from El-
Alamein flight." 
 Senior Aircraftman Christian Tee, C 
Flight, 1 Squadron Royal Air Force Regiment, 
said: "Griff was a great friend and role model.  I 
could always count on him to help me and watch 
my back both on and off duty.  I will always 
remember his seemingly constant smile and his 
uplifting attitude towards everyone around him, 
no matter what the situation, whether it was on 
'Basics', the Squadron, or a night out.   
 Griff was always ready to help his friends 
with their troubles and without any thought for 
himself.  Cheers buddy, for everything; you will 
always be missed and never forgotten." 
 Defence Secretary Dr Liam Fox said: "My 
thoughts are with the family and friends of Senior 
Aircraftman Kinikki Griffiths.  He was a 
dedicated and professional Gunner who by all 
accounts had a promising career in the Armed 
Forces ahead of him.  He died providing essential 
security for his colleagues on the ground and in 
the air and his sacrifice will not be forgotten." 

Troops� homecoming  
 Servicemen were greeted in an emotional 
homecoming when they flew back from a six-
month tour of Afghanistan.  More than 100 
Suffolk-based soldiers and gunners returned home 
in the early hours of Sunday 13th June following a 
gruelling six-month tour of Afghanistan.   
 The 120 members of D Squadron The 
Joint Chemical Biological Radiological and 
Nuclear Regiment, which is made up of the First 
Royal Tank Regiment and 27 Squadron RAF 

Regiment, were praised by commanders for their 
work while on tour in Helmand province.   
 They landed at RAF Mildenhall before 
making their way to their home base at RAF 
Honington.  Their commanding officer, 
Lieutenant Gavin Thompson, said:  
 �For the last six months, D Squadron of 
the 1st Royal Tank Regiment has operated on 
Viking vehicles throughout the entire UK area of 
operations in Afghanistan.  The squadron played a 
lead role in Operation Moshtarak and played their 
part in the development of protected communities 
in Helmand province.  During their time good 
progress has been made to the lives of ordinary 
people in Afghanistan.   
 Although this progress has come at a cost, 
with less than 10 casualties and no fatalities we 
consider ourselves extremely fortunate.  I am 
extremely proud of what the men of D Squadron 
have achieved and grateful too for the support that 
families and the public have shown them 
throughout their tour.� 
 Prior to the squadron�s return to Suffolk, 

Major Mike Taylor, commanding officer of D 
Squadron, said: �We are all hugely looking 

forward to seeing our loved ones again after what 
has been a very physically and mentally 
demanding operational tour but also a very 
rewarding one.  It is definitely time to come home 
now though, and after a short spell decompressing 
at work we will go on post-tour leave with our 
families and friends for some hard-earned rest and 
recuperation.� 
Proud Thetford parade for homecoming 
troops 
 On 25th June, hundreds of flag-waving 
supporters lined the streets of Thetford to cheer 
home troops on their return from duty in 
Afghanistan.  The rousing parade through the 
town centre celebrated the homecoming of D 
Squadron of the Joint Chemical Biological 
Radiological and Nuclear Regiment after a 
battling six-month deployment in Helmand 
Province. 
 The soldiers, based at nearby RAF 
Honington, marched from Melford Common to 
Castle Street and King Street, before the salute 
was taken at the Market Place.  They were 
accompanied by a full marching band from the 
Royal Air Force College, Cranwell.  As warm 
applause and cheers rang out, the squadron posed 
for photographs before enjoying a civic reception 
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at Kings House.  Thetford mayor Pauline 
Quadling said:  
 �As mayor of Thetford it is a great honour 

and privilege to welcome back D Squadron from 
their tour of duty in Afghanistan.  We are so 
proud of these soldiers and their families and it 
gives the community much pleasure in being able 
to warmly welcome them to Thetford and safely 
home.�  The specialist unit is made up of the 1st 
Royal Tank Regiment and 27 Squadron RAF 
Regiment, and is trained in the detection and 
monitoring of nuclear, biological and chemical 
weapons.  D Squadron was deployed to 
Afghanistan in December and took a leading role 
among the main ground assault troops during the 
recent Operation Moshtarak. 
5 Force Protection Wing RAF Regiment 
 On Friday 2nd July The 166 members of 
the 5 Force Protection Wing RAF Regiment left 
RAF Lossiemouth for Afghanistan.  They are 
tasked with protecting the aircraft in and around 
Kandahar airfield - an area the size of Gatwick - 
as well as the 30,000 people who live there.  
 Conditions in Afghanistan will be 
markedly different from those in Moray. 
Serviceman can expect to be working in 
temperatures of up to 50C.  Wing Cdr Ash 
Bennett said the searing heat can present 
opportunities. 
 �The locals, clearly in that heat, are not 

doing much in the way of farming because it�s 

just too hot.  So that�s a good time for us to 

engage, talk to them and try to understand their 
needs and problems and further the stability and 
security of the Afghan country.� 
 Reservist AC Ross Cunningham from 
Lhanbryde has been called up after studying 
psychology � a subject he hopes will serve him 
well.  Hopefully to a certain extent I�ll be able to 

understand what the locals want and need and that 
will help me interact better with them�, he said. 
 Gary MacDonald is not yet 18, but hopes 
to join his fellow Gunners in Afghanistan 
following his birthday.  �The guys who�ve been 

out on tour before tell you what to expect and 
coach you and give you tips.  Otherwise you�d be 

going out and you�d be all over the place.  But 

they mentor you through it a bit.�  Some are 
taking extra challenges before they even arrive.  
Flight sergeants Chris Jordan and Charlie 
Marshall plan to run from John o� Groats to Lands 

End when they return in January, and will train in 
the heat of Afghanistan in preparation. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

National Memorial Arboretum 
welcomes its millionth visitor  
 The National Memorial Arboretum has 
welcomed its millionth visitor since it opened nine 
years ago.  Alan Hughes of Bradenstoke, 
Chippenham, a former Air Radar Technician at 
RAF Cosford, was presented with a bottle of 
champagne by Col John Barkshire, Chair of 
Trustees.  He will also receive a VIP tour of the 
Arboretum and a year�s free membership of the 

NMA Friends.   
 Mr Hughes was visiting the Arboretum, 
which is part of The Royal British Legion, for 
RAF Boy Entrants Association�s annual service of 

Remembrance on Sunday 6th June.  It was the 
third successive year that he has attended the 
event.  Mr Hughes and his late brother, Dai, 
entered the RAFBE training scheme together in 
1955 and Dai�s name is in the Arboretum�s Book 

of Remembrance.  Mr Hughes� wife, Nancy, said 

that her husband was �delighted and honoured� to 

be the millionth visitor.   
 Mr Hughes reflected on the first time he 
visited the Arboretum: �It was early in the 

morning and I was the first visitor of the day.  The 
place was serene and there was a faint mist over 
the river.  I felt a strong spiritual presence of those 
that were loved and lost, and do so each time I 
visit.  My plan is to come back every year for the 
RAFBEA Annual Remembrance service.� 
 Arboretum chief executive, Charlie Bagot 
Jewitt, is delighted that the Arboretum has now 
attracted over one million visitors: �The 

Arboretum has such meaning and significance for 
everyone who visits.  Evidenced in part by 
achieving this milestone, we�re now making real 

progress towards creating a centre for 
Remembrance that has mass appeal and that will, 
in time, become world-renowned�. 
 While the site saw a steady growth in 
visitor numbers during its first few years, the 
dedication of the Armed Forces Memorial in 
October 2007 resulted in a considerable increase 
in interest to the current level of around 300,000 
visitors per annum. 
Photographic display reveals stories of 
the most extraordinary lives 
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 Until October 4th, the National Memorial 
Arboretum in Staffordshire is hosting an inspiring 
photographic display by David Leese, entitled 
Ordinary People.  David�s portraits are supported 

by audio commentaries that record the remarkably 
compelling stories of the people behind them.  
There are portraits of six people on display, each 
of whom has served the country under the most 
incredible circumstances.  For example, Les Wills 
MBE, age 83, from Sutton Coldfield, joined the 
Navy as a boy seaman and served onboard HMS 
Indefatigable, one of five fleet aircraft carriers 
deployed as part of the Pacific Fleet.  They 
encountered regular kamikaze attacks from 
Japanese aircraft as they took part in the allied 
operation to halt the flow of oil to the Japanese 
war machine.   
 Jack Plant, age 92, from Great Wyrley 
near Cannock, served in the RAF.  He was 
captured by the occupying Japanese forces in 
Indonesia and held Prisoner of War for over three 
years. He was forced to work on building the 
notorious 100 mile Sumatra railway where 700 
allied prisoners lost their lives. 
Queen Alexandra�s Royal Naval 

Nursing Service commemorates  
members past and present with 
memorial dedication 
 On 9th July, Queen Alexandra�s Royal 

Naval Nursing Service (QARNNS), which has 
served on land and sea since 1902, dedicated a 
new memorial at the National Memorial 
Arboretum near Lichfield, in the presence of Sir 
James Hawley, the Lord Lieutenant of 
Staffordshire. 
 The Naval Nursing Service was 
established in 1884, and became Queen 
Alexandra�s Royal Naval Nursing Service in 

1902, under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Alexandra.  In 1914, there were just 69 sisters 
working at the naval hospitals but on mobilisation 
of the reserves in that year, 200 members of the 
QARNNS Reserve Pool of Nursing Sisters were 
called up and appointed to hospital ships, 
including those just off shore during the Gallipoli 
campaign.  
 In April 2000, QARNNS was incorporated 
into the Royal Navy as the service�s discrete 

nursing specialisation.  In recent years QARNNS 
personnel have been called upon to fulfil a war-
time role � in the Falklands in 1982 and in the 

Gulf War of 1991.  They also served in Iraq and 
now regularly support Operations in Afghanistan.  
 The new memorial at the National 
Memorial Arboretum honours all those who have 
served in QARNNS and those who continue to 
serve today, nearly 50% of whom are now male.  
It includes a Blue Pearl granite tablet with 
matching curved  benches and is to have Rowan 
trees planted on each side, specially chosen for 
being considered �healing trees�. 
 In attendance at the service with the Lord 
Lieutenant  were Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel 
Jarvis QHP, Medical Director General (Navy), 
Captain Helen Allkins QHN, Director of Naval 
Nursing Service and Matron-in-Chief QARNNS, 
and Mrs Ellen Seward, Chair of the QARNNS 
Association.  A further 120 members of the 
QARNNS Association along with serving 
QARNNS attended in remembrance of all former 
naval nurses. 
 Petty Officer Naval Nurse (PONN) Scott 
Gilbert, 32, attended the service.  He deployed to 
Iraq in November 2008 and worked in the 
Emergency Department of the Field Hospital at 
Camp Bastion Afghanistan in 2006/7.  He said:  
 �QARNNS is incredibly busy on 
operations and the Service is being utilised more 
than ever.  Days like this, when we can stop to 
remember our past and present colleagues, are 
vitally important and very humbling.  There is no 
better setting for our memorial than the National 
Memorial Arboretum and it is an honour to be 
here�. 
 Captain Helen Allkins said of the event: 
�The dedication of the QARNNS memorial is a 

fitting tribute to all those who have served and 
continue to serve the nursing branch of the Royal 
Navy.  We are very proud of each and every one 
and are delighted that we now have a lasting 
tribute to them�. 

Future Events at the NMA 
Sunday 15th August 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. in the Millennium 
Chapel and onsite at the Malayan Volunteers 
Group Garden, the Malayan Volunteers Group 
will hold a service of commemoration for VJ Day.  
Mrs Rosemary Fell (MVG Secretary) on 01297 
33045 or email <dinraf-millbrook@tiscali.co.uk>. 
Saturday 11th September 2010 
 At 12.00 noon the 1st Anniversary of the 
annual service of commemoration at the Polish 
Armed Forces Memorial will be celebrated at the 

mailto:dinraf-millbrook@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:dinraf-millbrook@tiscali.co.uk>


8 
 

 

Polish Armed Forces Memorial.  For further 
information contact Chez Maryszczak on 020 
8741 1911 or by email. At <spkwb@virgin.net>. 
Saturday 11th September 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. at the Greek Plot if weather 
fine, or if wet at 12.30pm in the Chapel, the 
Brotherhood of Veterans of the Greek Campaign 
will hold their annual Service of Commemoration.  
For further information contact Mrs Janet Buttery 
(Secretary) on 01279 657166 or email <
graham.buttery@btinternet.com>. 
Saturday 11th September 2010 
 At 11.30 a.m. in the  Millennium Chapel 
and at the Ulster Ash Grove the Northern Ireland 
Veterans' Association will hold their annual 
service of Remembrance.  For further information 
contact David Langston on 07980 343759 or 
email <
davidlangston@theshed595.orangehome.co.uk>. 
Thursday 16th September 2010 
 At 2.00 p.m. in the Millennium Chapel 
and later onsite the Ambulance Service 
Benevolent Fund will hold its bi-annual service to 
honour all ambulance personnel and especially 
those who have died in Service.   
 For further information contact Simon 
Fermor, National Secretary, by telephone on 
01323 721150, or by e-mail at <
asbf.enquiries@hotmail.co.uk>. 
Thursday 30th September 2010 
 At 2.30 p.m. the Royal Anglian Regiment 
will hold a dedication of the memorial to the 
Royal Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire 
Regiments.  For further information contact 
Lieutenant Colonel Tony Slater on 01603 400290 
or by email at <ahqbse@rhqroyalanglian.org.uk>. 
Saturday 2nd October 2010 
 Ride to the Wall for 2010 organised by the 
Harley-Davidson Riders Club Great Britain 
(HDRCGB) will take place on Saturday 2nd 
October 2010 and is open to riders of all makes 
and models of motorcycles.  Participants are 
asked to pay a registration fee and all money 
raised after necessary expenses have been covered 
will be donated to the National Memorial 
Arboretum.  Everyone who registers will receive a 
commemorative 2010 year bar.  Drayton Manor 
Theme Park, near Tamworth will once again be 
the assembly point for the 11 o'clock start of the 
official ride to the Armed Forces Memorial at the 
National Memorial Arboretum in Alrewas 

Staffordshire.   Registration will open on 1st March 
2010 and can be done by post with a cheque / 
postal order to HDRCGB, PO Box 62, Newton 
Abbot, Devon, TQ12 2QE, or by telephone to 
their 24 hour answer phone 01179 600779. 
Sunday 24th October 2010 
 The Vulcan Crew Chiefs Register has 
received a Big Lottery Fund grant and is installing 
a bench in the RAF section.  At 11.00 a.m. MRAF 
Lord Craig of Radley, their President and Patron 
will unveil the memorial bench at a dedication 
service.  There will also be a wreath laying 
ceremony.   For further information Tony Regan 
on 01297 20280 or email <Turbo542@aol.com>. 
Thursday 11th November 2010 
 At 10.30 a.m. the annual Armistice Day 
Service of Remembrance will be held on the 
Armed Forces Memorial.   There will be a limited 
number of tickets available for this service and 
application details will be publicised from 1 
September. 

RAF Regiment Books 
 I am often asked for information about 
books about the RAF Regiment.  The following 
list is of the books that I know of that I am 
regularly adding to.  If anyone knows of any other 
books about the RAF Regiment, please let me 
know.   All the books are listed by their date of 
publication.   

Books about the RAF Regiment 
"Khaki and Blue" the early ground defence of 
the RAF in WW2 by Colonel Ronald Sherbrooke-
Walker TD DL.  Published in 1952 by The Saint 
Catherine Press Ltd.  Now out of print.  No ISBN. 
�A Brief History of the RAF Regiment 1942-
1960� by Air Vice Marshall J. H. Harris, C.B., 
CBE.  Published in 1960.  Now out of print.  No 
ISBN. 
�A Short History of the RAF Regiment� from 
1942 to 1970 with a brief account of the approach 
to the problems of airfield defence in the RAF 
from 1918 to 1942 by Kingsley M Oliver.  Printed 
by Thanet Printing Works in 1969.  No ISBN 
Number and now out of print. 
�The Royal Air Force Regiment � A Short 
History�.  A 40th Anniversary edition.  An 
updated short history of the RAF Regiment from 
1942 to 1982 with a brief account of the approach 
to the problems of airfield defence in the Royal air 
Force from 1918 until the formation of its own 
defence Corps in 1942.  By Group Captain 

mailto:email.%20At%20%3cspkwb@virgin.net
mailto:spkwb@virgin.net>
mailto:graham.buttery@btinternet.com
mailto:graham.buttery@btinternet.com
mailto:davidlangston@theshed595.orangehome.co.uk
mailto:asbf.enquiries@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ahqbse@rhqroyalanglian.org.uk
mailto:ahqbse@rhqroyalanglian.org.uk>
mailto:Turbo542@aol.com
mailto:Turbo542@aol.com>


9 
 

 

Kingsley Oliver and Wing Commander Keith 
Batt.  Published in 1982 by Adlard and Son Ltd, 
Bartholomew Press, Dorking, Surrey.  No ISBN 
Number and now out of print. 
�No Tigers in our Jungle� about life in the RAF 
Regiment in South-East Asia Command 1943/45.  
By ex-Flight Lieutenant Harry Homer. Service 
number 127613.  Published in 1982 ISBN 84 398 
8656 X. 
�The Edges of War� An RAF Regiment Story by 
Tim Hillyar.  About 2804 Armoured Car 
Squadron, from landing in France at the end of 
June 1944, through the fighting in Europe to the 
British Victory Parade in Berlin on 21st July 1945.  
Privately published in 1992 by Tim Hillyar.  In 
1996, he lived at 36, Trefor Jones Court, 
Brookfield Avenue, Dover, Kent, CT16 2QP.  
�The Blue and Khaki Hunters� Privately 
published in a Limited Edition of 500 copies in 
1993 by D F Sampson through Newton 
Publishers.  ISBN 1-872308-34-1.  Can be 
obtained directly from Mr D F Sampson, 17 
Shelley Close, Highcliffe on Sea, Christchurch, 
Dorset, BH23 4HW.  Telephone number 01425 
279206. 
"Below the Bottom Rung" the RAF Regiment in 
Palestine by Edward Grocott.  Published in 1996 
by J and K H Publishing.  ISBN 1 900511 57 6. 
"Through Adversity" the History of the RAF 
Regiment 1942 - 1992 by Kingsley M Oliver.  
Published in 1997 by Forces and Corporate 
Publishing Ltd.  ISBN 0 9529597 0 4. 
"In Adversity" Exploits of Gallantry and Awards 
to the RAF Regiment and its Associated Forces 
1921 - 12995  by Nicholas G Tucker.  Published 
in 1997 by Jade Publishing Limited.  ISBN 1-
900734-08-7. 
With British Snipers to the Reich� by Captain 
Clifford Shore, first published in 1997 by 
Greenhill Books, London and Stackpole Books, 
Pennsylvania, USA.  ISBN 1-85367-292-0.  As a 
Flying Officer with 2834 AA Squadron, RAF 
Regiment, after landing in Normandy on 7th June, 
Clifford Shore served through France and 
Germany during World War Two.  
"The RAF Regiment" History, Colours, 
uniforms and Equipment of the RAF Regiment.  
Edited by Stuart Asquith.  Published in 2000 by 
Nexus Special Interests Ltd.  Book Number 
001772.  Foreword by Air Commodore R C 
Moore, MBE, RAF, Commandant General, RAF 
Regiment.  But now out of print. 

"The RAF Regiment at War" 1942 - 1946 by 
Kingsley M Oliver.  Published in 2002 by Pen and 
Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 0-85052-852-6. 
"On the Road to Mandalay" featuring the life of 
the author Randle Manwaring focussing 
particularly on his time with the RAF Regiment in 
the Burma Campaign.  Published in 2006 by Pen 
and Sword Books Limited.  ISBN 1844154971.  
"Constant Vigilance" the RAF Regiment in the 
Burma Campaign by Nigel W M Warwick.  
Published in 2007 by Pen and Sword Books 
Limited.  ISBN: 9781844155002. 
�Gunner�s Tales, Warts and All� by Ron 
Taylor.  This is a collection of stories, myths and 
legends from the RAF Regiment.  A cartoon book 
similar to the Giles cartoon books only all 
Regiment cartoons.  A Limited Edition book 
privately published in 2009 at £10.00.  Copies can 
be obtained from Mr. R Taylor, 710A Hern Road, 
Pondersbridge, Ramsay St Mary�s, PE26 2TL.  
Ron can also be contacted on 01733 844817. 
Books containing references to the RAF 
Regiment 
�The Lost Lady� all about the American Bomber 
"Lady Be Good".  No publication date available.  
By Mario Martinez.  Published by Leo Cooper at 
£19.95.  Mentions 2926 Squadron RAF Regiment. 
�Flugplatz Gutersloh�.  A Short History 1937/87 
with references to the RAF Regiment.  Published 
in 1987.  By Gerry Lewis.  Published 1987. 
�The Battle of the Airfields 1st January 1945� 
by Norman L Franks.  About �Operation 

Bodenplatte�  when the Germans attempted to 
destroy the advanced Allied Airfields.  First 
published in 1982.  ISBN 1 898697 15 9.  
Republished by Grub Street in 1994 in an updated 
version. 
�Britain's Modern Royal Air Force� which 
contains a complete chapter on the RAF 
Regiment.  Published in 1994.  By Peter F Guiver.  
ISBN 1 85260 4328. 
�The Autobiography� by Brian Clough.  
Mentions his service at RAF Watchet.  Published 
in 1995.  ISBN 1 85225 198 0. 
  �The Royal Air Force� an Illustrated History 
by Michael Armitage.  Published by 
Brockhampton Press in 1995.  ISBN 1 86019 
8511.  Contains several references to the RAF 
Regiment. 
�Esprit de Corps� by Walter Archibald Elliott.  
A Scots Guards Officer on Active Service 1943 - 
1945.  Published in 1997.  In Chapter 7 it�s about 

http://www.alibris.co.uk/search/books/author/Elliott%2C Walter Archibald
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the Transfer of RAF Regiment Personnel to the 
Scots Guards.  ISBN 085955 220 9. 
�Sunset in the East� by John Hudson published 
by Leo Cooper in 2002.  ISBN 0 85052 846 1.  It 
briefly mentions The RAF Regiment on page 43.  
Its main interest is the fact that to maintain order 
and to control the nationalist in Java, the author 
employed captured Japanese army personnel.  It 
also gives a lot of detail about the war in Burma. 
�Joint Force Harrier� by Commander Adrian 
Orchard, with James Barrington.  The true story 
of a Royal Navy Fighter squadron at war.  
Published in 2008 by Penguin Books and Micael 
Joseph.  ISBN 9780718153991. 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT 
SECRETARY 

DEATH NOTICES: 
 HOBDEN KENNETH.  Former RAF 
Regt LAC Kenneth Hobden, born 3 Dec 22, died 
on 1 Jun 10 aged 87.  He enlisted as Gnd Gnr on 
12 May 41, was assimilated into the RAF Regt in 
1942, and served in the NW European theatres 
during WWII, before being discharged in Se 46.  
No further details are known.  He was a member 
of the Sussex Branch of the RAF Regt Assoc.  
 The funeral took place on 14 Jun 10.  He is 
survived by his wife, Daphne, of St Peters 
Grange, 24 Upper Maze Hill, St Leonards on Sea, 
East Sussex, TN38 0LA, to whom the Corps 
extends its sincere condolences. 
 SCHAFEL RONALD.  Former RAF 
Regt member Ronald Schafel died on 22 Jun 10.  
He served in the Corps during WWII and was a 
member of the RAF Regt Assoc.  No further 
details are known at this time.  The Corps extends 
its condolences to any surviving family members. 
 BROWNE MARSHALL.  Former RAF 
Regt Cpl Marshall Browne, born 11 Oct 29, died 
on 7 Jul 10 aged 80.  He served in the RAF Regt 
from 1947-49 and was stationed at West Kirby, 
Skipton and Catterick before going overseas to the 
Middle East serving at RAF Shalufa and Ismailia 
on 52 (R) Sqn RAF Regt in Egypt and then to 128 
MU in Transjordan and Amman.  
 He was a founder member and 
Secretary/Treasurer of the Kent Branch of the 

RAF Regt Assoc and transferred to the Bromley 
Branch of the RAF Regt Comrades Assoc.  The 
funeral took place at Falconwood Cemetery SE9 
2RF at 14.00 on Thu 22 Jul 10 and was followed 
by a reception at The Working Mens' Club, 34 
Burnt Ash Lane, Bromley, Kent BR1 5AF. 9 (the 
meeting place of the Bromley branch).  
 The family requested no flowers but 
donations, if required, may be made to Help for 
Heroes.  He is survived by his wife, Kay, of 88 
Palmeira Road, Bexleyheath, Kent DA7 4UX, to 
whom the Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
 McDONNELL SEAN.  Retired RAF 
Regt Wg Cdr J F (known as Sean) McDonnell 
born 24 Apr 28, died on 5 Jul 10 aged 82.  He was 
commissioned from the RMA Sandhurst on 22 Jul 
50 and completed the JROC at RAF Catterick on 
9 Dec 50.  He commanded 48 Sqn RAF Regt from 
Mar 66 - Dec 68 and, after tours as a staff officer 
in 224 Gp FEAF and as Sqn Ldr Trg on Trg Wg 
at RAF Catterick, he was promoted to Wg Cdr on 
1 Jan 72.  He returned to HQ NEAF as a staff 
officer in 1974, before moving to become OC Ops 
Wg at Catterick in Jan 77.  He retired from the 
RAF on 27 Apr 78.  The funeral w held at the 
Chesterfield Crematorium, Derbyshire, at 15.30 
on Thu 15 Jul 10.  He is survived by his wife, 
Nancy, of The Manor House, Whittington Hill, 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S41 9HA, to whom the 
Corps extends its sincere condolences. 
 GRIFITHS KINNIKKI.  Serving RAF 
Regt SAC Gnr Kinikki Griffiths of 1 Sqn RAF 
Regt, was killed in a vehicle accident while on 
operations at Camp BASTION, Helmand 
Province, Afghanistan, on Fri 16 Jul 10.  Further 
details, including funeral arrangements will be 
published in due course. SAC Griffiths' family 
home is in Exeter, which will likely have a 
bearing on the funeral location. 
COSBY ROSS JOHN.  Former RAF Regt Gnr 
John Cosby-Rosshas died.  No further details are 
available at this time.  The funeral was held on 20 
Jul 10 at Kingsdown, Swindon.  The Corps 
extends its sincere condolences to the surviving 
family.   
NEW NOTICES: 
RAF REGT SQN STANDARD 
PRESENTATIONS - 30 SEP 10 
 The new Standard for 27 Sqn RAF Regt 
will be presented formally at RAF Honington on 
Fri 30 Sep 10.  Also recovered on that day, in a 
joint parade, will be the Standard of 26 Sqn RAF 
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Regt, which has been residing temporarily in the 
Offrs' Mess at RAF Honington since the unit 
disbanded in 2008.  Details will be issued shortly, 
together with the nominated points-of-contact for 
people to register an interest in attending.  
THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
A Thanksgiving Service for the Life and Service 
of the late Air Cdre Ian McNeil, CG RAF Regt 
1995-99, who died in Apr 10, will be held at the 
RAF Church of St Clement Danes in London at 
11.00 on Thu 7 Oct 10.  Further details will be 
issued in due course but those interested in 
attending the Service and Reception afterwards 
may register with the Regtl Sec in the first 
instance.   
MEMORIAL STONES FACILITY IN RAF 
REGIMENT MEMORIAL GARDEN - 
UPDATED 
 The RAF Regt Memorial Garden's new 
block paving in late-2009 enabled the 
establishment of individual and personalized 
Memorial Stones in the pathway.  The Memorial 
Stones, manufactured in honed light grey granite 
and available in several distinct styles, may be 
ordered by anyone who may wish to 
commemorate a Corps individual, unit or event.  
A bespoke order form is now available in hard-
copy and electronic formats from the Regtl Sec 
and may also be downloaded from the RAF Regt 
Assoc website at www.rafregt.org.uk .  
RAF ARMOURED CAR ASSOC & AUTUMN 
REUNION 
 The RAF Armoured Car Assoc was 
originally formed to link former members of the 
RAF Armoured Car Companies (ACCs, 1921-46) 
but it was expanded to include the RAF Regt 
armoured car involvement post-1947.  There is no 
membership fee but those wishing to join the 
Assoc should contact the Hon Sec, John Rolph at 
no1.rolph@btinternet.com .  
RAF REGT SQN STANDARD 
PRESENTATIONS  
 Further to CPeN 146, the presentation of 
the new Standard for 27 Sqn RAF Regt (and 
recovery of the 26 Sqn RAF Regt Standard) at 
RAF Honington on Fri 30 Sep 10 is in question 
because of higher-priority, short-notice 
commitments.  Further details will be issued when 
the situation is clarified.  
RAF REGT FUND CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
Please advise any RAF Regt Fund/Centurion 
journal changes of address to the Fund 

Membership Secretary Flt Lt Paul Norry at 
RTS(C) Trg Wg, RAF Honington, or by Email at 
ocsigsschool@honington.raf.mod.uk, or by BT tel 
01359 237957.  
RAF REGT ASSOC PRESENCE AT 
SERVICE REPATRIATIONS - UPDATED 
 The National Executive Committee (NEC) 
of the RAF Regt Assoc has determined that an 
Assoc presence at Service repatriations, centred 
upon the town of Wootton Bassett, should be 
instituted formally, since with the intensity of 
operations in which British forces are currently 
engaged, it seems sadly inevitable that there will 
be more to come.  It was agreed that the Assoc's 
National Standard should always be on parade for 
a RAF Regt repatriation.  However, it was also 
agreed that it was desirable that the Assoc should 
be represented, at least at Branch level, at all 
repatriations, regardless of the Service(s) of the 
individual(s) being repatriated.  It is worth noting 
that a number of other Service and ex-Service 
organisations attend all repatriations, and the NEC 
agreed that it would be wholly fitting to similarly 
honour the fallen. 
 Regardless of whether it is to be a RAF 
Regt repatriation, or that of another Service, the 
Assoc should try to parade as a single body, to 
maximise our impact on the parade.  Clearly this 
requires some coordination and Mr Tich Taylor, 
of the Hereford Branch, will act as the Assoc's 
Repatriations Coordinator.  Branches and 
individual members of the Assoc are therefore 
encouraged to contact Mr Taylor (contact details 
below) to register their interest in attending 
repatriations.  He will then be able to advise those 
interested on when repatriation is due to take 
place and of the necessary coordinating 
arrangements.  The act of registering an interest 
does not mean that branches or individuals are 
committed to attend, but the greater the pool of 
those interested, the greater the chances of the 
Assoc having a fully representative turnout.  Mr 
Taylor may be contacted on Tel: 01446 730894 or 
via Email at linda.49taylor@tiscali.co.uk. 
RAF REGT SQN STANDARD 
PRESENTATIONS - UPDATED  
 The presentation of the new Standard for 
27 Sqn RAF Regt (and recovery of the 26 Sqn 
RAF Regt Standard) will take place at RAF 
Honington on Fri 30 Sep 10.  Further details will 
be issued shortly. 
CORPS DIARY DATES:  

http://www.rafregt.org.uk/
http://www.rafregt.org.uk
mailto:no1.rolph@btinternet.com
mailto:no1.rolph@btinternet.com
mailto:ocsigsschool@honington.raf.mod.uk
mailto:ocsigsschool@honington.raf.mod.uk
mailto:linda.49taylor@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:linda.49taylor@tiscali.co.uk


12 
 

 

30 Sep Standard Presentations to 27 and 26 Sqns 
RAF Regt (RAF Honington) 
1-4 Oct Assoc AGM and Annual Reunion  
21-22 Oct RAF Armd Car Assoc 2010 Autumn 
Reunion (Nr Derby). 
29 Oct RAF Regt Officers' Dinner Club Annual 
Dinner (RAF Club, London) 
11 Nov Garden of Remembrance - Westminster 
Abbey 
14 Nov Remembrance Sunday - Cenotaph, 
London, and nationwide 
15 Dec Centurion 30 Article copy deadline 

******************** 

    Malcolm   
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Thursday 9th Sept    2010 Branch Night 
Sunday 3rd October    2010 Merchant Navy Day 
Fri 1st-Mon 4th October 2010 Ass AGM and Reunion 
Thursday 14th October  2010 Branch Night 
Thursday 21st October  2010 Battle of Trafalgar 
Sunday 7th November   2010 Midlands Fest of Rem 
Thursday 11th Nov   2010 Remembrance Day 
Thursday 11th November   10 Westminster Abbey 
Thursday 11th Nov    2010 Branch Night 
 
 

Saturday 13th Nov    2010 B�ham Poppy Ball  
Sunday 14th November  2010 Remembrance Sunday 
Sat 27th-Sun 28th Nov     2010 B�ham Int Tattoo 
Tuesday 30th November 2010 St Andrew�s Day 
Thursday 9th December  2010 Branch Night 
Thursday 13th January    2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 10th February  2011 Branch AGM Night 
 

THURSDAY 10th FEBRUARY - MY RETIREMENT 

DATES FOR 
YOUR 
DIARIES

MAKE
A

DATE
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