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Dear Readers. 

Goodies for our Injured Boys 
 It is most important that we remember the 
dangers that our young men and women serving 
on operations are all facing, so please remember 
the appeal your Branch Committee have set up.  
Please send any donations you may wish to make, 
to the Branch Treasurer Tom Magee and he will 
pass them on to the right place.  We still need 
money for the injured lads and lassies so see what 
you can do.  
 It may be that due to the article that I 
published in last month�s newsletter, some of you 

might have got the wrong idea that we have 
stopped collecting money for our injured troops.  
Nothing could be further from the truth.  We have 
stopped collecting for the Military Ward Welfare 
Fund as it has plenty of money.  We are still 
collecting money for the further support of our 
injured troops.   
 Having said all that I have received 
another cheque for £70.00 from the ladies of 

Peterbrook Flower Club and they have 
particularly requested that it be donated to the 
Military Ward Welfare Fund so I have passed the 
cheque on to W/O Alfie James for the lads and 
lassies at Selly Oak Hospital and my grateful 
thanks go to the ladies of Peterbrook Flower Club. 
 I have also received a cheque for £100.00 

from the Kent Branch of our Association which 
they have also donated to the Military Ward 
Appeal for which we are also extremely grateful.   
 However, it will be no good if we forget 
all about them after they leave Selly Oak Hospital 
or Headley Court, for those badly injured may 
need support and or assistance for the rest of their 
lives.  The Royal British Legion is the best option 
for this and this year our new Lord Mayor�s 

�Home for the Brave Appeal� is the best one for 

us to support this year.      
 Last February the Mail Online Live 
published the following article about the RAF 
Medical emergency Response Team operating in 
Afghanistan.  The Medical Emergency Response 
Team (MERT) consists of a medical officer, two 
paramedics and an emergency nurse, backed up 
by Gunners from the RAF Regiment providing 
force protection.   

 

 This article will tell you more about why 
we need to keep on raising money for the 
treatment of our lad and lassies that I ever could. 
The flight of angels: saving lives in 
Afghanistan's airborne A&E in Live 
By Marco Di Lauro 
 The most traumatic nursing station in the 
world is in an RAF Chinook over the skies of 
Afghanistan.  In a unique exercise, the MOD 
granted Live access to photograph their work - the 
agonies, the triumphs and the bloody heroism. 
 Twelve minutes past seven on a November 
morning in Camp Bastion, northwest of Lashkar 
Gah.  I have only just woken up, but the four 
British medics with me have been on duty for 21 
hours: Flt Lt Fiona McGlynn, an RAF emergency 
nurse since 2003, who has served in Kosovo and 
Iraq; Lt Col Simon Hunter, a consultant in 
emergency medicine on his sixth deployment; 
Corporals Janice Mennie and Shaun Leach, both 
paramedics.   
 The phone rings.  One casualty, category 
A,' says Flt Lt McGlynn.  That's all they know as 
they race to a waiting car.  Category A means the 
casualty can't walk and is at immediate risk of 
dying - the precise reason why this Medical 
Emergency Response Team (MERT) was set up.   
 It takes eight minutes to drive to the 
airstrip, start the Chinook helicopter's two 
engines, put on body armour and weapons and 
make a final equipment check.  Paramedic Shaun 
Leach holds up an oxygen tank as a British soldier 
is stretchered from a Chinook to a waiting 
ambulance at Camp Bastion.  
 The Chinook takes off-. The team, still 
don't know where they're going. In the deafening 
roar of the wind and engines, the signaler makes a 
sign with his hands that means 'grid' - the pilot has 
been given a grid reference, meaning we're 
essentially landing in the middle of nowhere.  
 A different hand signal means 'forward 
operating base' (FOB), a frontline base that would 
have required extra security at the landing zone.  
If they point to the Union Jack badge on their left 
shoulder, it means British casualties, and if they 
salute, it means American casualties.  Their hand 
down held at hip level indicates child casualties.  
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 Because we haven't been given any of 
these hand signals, we assume it's probably a 
Danish or Estonian soldier, as they make up most 
of the other troops in Helmand.  I ca
at all because I'm sitting in the only corner of the 
helicopter that isn't taken up with equipment, 
MERT RAF Regiment members of the Quick 
Reaction Force (QRF) and their guns needed to 
protect the MERT.  I'm not close to a window so 
I've no idea what's going on outside or where we 
are.   
 It's about 20C, incredibly noisy and very 
bumpy. I see one of the soldiers from the QRF 
vomiting.  The landing is rough and sudden 
they always are. I am very nervous.  
MERT don't intentionally land during fire
it would be very easy for a hidden enemy to shoot 
an RPG and take out the helicopter as it lands. 
 The first thing I see is dust - the helicopter 
becomes full of it as it approaches the ground; it 
blinds the crew.  As the Chinook touches the 
ground, the same currents suck all the dust out of 
the cabin and out to a distance of about a hundred 
yards.   
 As soon as our wheels touch down, the 
wounded man's unit is already bringing him 
towards us on a stretcher.  It's a young Danish 
soldier, gravely wounded by an improvised 
explosive device (IED) while on patrol near Patrol 
Base Barakzai in southern Helmand.  Two of the 
QRF run out to secure the ground.  A loadmaster 
mans a machine gun at the helicopter ramp; 
another is on the side-mounted machine gun. 

 

Emergency nurse Flt Lt Fiona McGlynn shouts 
instructions as she performs a 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation on a Danish 
soldier seriously wounded by a roadside bomb 
in Helmand 
 The Danish soldier has some of the worst
injuries imaginable.  His entire abdominal area is 
gone.  Both legs are missing below the knee. 
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 He is not conscious. 
already dead.  But it is not the MERT's job to 
decide that.  I try not to react.
have an emotional response, they are very good at 
hiding it.  It is easier to see the emotions on the 
faces of the QRF, who as young soldiers aren't 
used to this scenario. They are clearly shocked. 
 The MERT begin cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation.  Flt Lt McGlynn
and gives oxygen.  Lt Col Hunter checks for 
haemorrhages and gives blood.
 The signaler gives heart massage 
so much effort to do this that they take it in turns 
for two minutes at a time. 
from the gun ports and open ramp, you can smell 
and hear nothing but the engines. 
MERTs do not need to communicate with each 
other.  Each member knows exactly what to do. 
 

The deafening noise of the helicopter means 
that all instructions have to be shouted

 

 The flight takes about ten minutes, during 
which time they concentrate on keeping the 
patient's heart beating, respirating him and 
staunching the bleeding using tourniquets.
get back to the field hospital at Bastion, transfer 
him to the operating room, and the base medics 
put a screen around his body. 
call his time of death.  
 I do not see the MERT again until the 
debriefing half an hour later. 
exhausted, and even though it is not that hot, they 
are pouring with sweat. 
who have run a marathon. 
faces is not right and they're panting. 
extremely stressful managing patients in cardiac 
arrest in an extremely noisy and very rough 
environment,' says Lt Col Hunter. 
 'The stress begins from the moment we're 
alerted about a possible casualty. 
helicopter with often no information of what or 
where we're going.   
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Flt Lt McGlynn checks the airways 

Lt Col Hunter checks for 
haemorrhages and gives blood.   
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for two minutes at a time.  There's so much wind 
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and hear nothing but the engines.  Mostly the 
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Each member knows exactly what to do.  

The deafening noise of the helicopter means 
that all instructions have to be shouted 

The flight takes about ten minutes, during 
which time they concentrate on keeping the 
patient's heart beating, respirating him and 
staunching the bleeding using tourniquets.  They 
get back to the field hospital at Bastion, transfer 

room, and the base medics 
put a screen around his body.  That's when they 

I do not see the MERT again until the 
debriefing half an hour later.  They look tense and 
exhausted, and even though it is not that hot, they 

th sweat.  They look like people 
who have run a marathon.  The colour of their 
faces is not right and they're panting.  'It's 
extremely stressful managing patients in cardiac 
arrest in an extremely noisy and very rough 
environment,' says Lt Col Hunter.  

The stress begins from the moment we're 
alerted about a possible casualty.  We race to the 
helicopter with often no information of what or 
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 Not surprisingly, the information that may 
be relayed to us as we travel towards the incident 
can be sketchy, and it's not until the casualties are 
on board that we really know what we are dealing 
with.  'The ability to take a pulse, assess breathing 
and even communicate easily with the injured is 
often impossible in the back of the helicopter, and 
this can be made worse by language difficulties as 
we treat patients of many nationalities.   
 But when you see the guys regaining 
consciousness on the back of the cab, or looking 
better with good pain relief, you really feel you've 
done a good job,' says medical offi-cer Maj Clare 
Hayes-Bradley, specialist in anesthetics and 
intensive care with the second MERT team.  We 
don't always win.  It's crushing when a young lad 
that you've tried so hard to save is ultimately 
found to have unsurvivable injuries.'  
 At 10am, there is a daily regimental 
briefing, then, responsibility is handed over to the 
second four-strong MERT team.  Between the two 
teams, these eight medics - plus their Quick 
Reaction Force - cover the whole of Helmand 
province, responding to Category A and B 
emergencies whether involving coalition forces, 
Afghan National Security Forces, civilians or 
Taliban fighters.  They are the only medevac 
service to have doctors on board able to transfuse 
blood while in the air, and they use some of the 
most innovative techniques in the field.  
 'The MERT exists to bring the emergency 
department to the wounded,' says Flt Lt McGlynn.  
'The work done on the ground prior to our arrival 
is without doubt saving lives - application of 
tourniquets, dressings to cover the wounds, 
painkillers and IV lines with fluids - but we 
provide more advanced medical skills and 
techniques, administer stronger medication, 
transfuse blood products, and anesthetise patients.  
 'But the best service we provide is morale. 
The troops on the ground know that no matter 
where they are, we will fly in and do everything 
we can to ensure they get home in the best 
possible condition to their families.'  
 As a photographer, I first came to Camp 
Bastion in 2007, reporting for Live. I saw a lot of 
terrible things, but I was hugely impressed by the 
MERT teams on 24-hour call to go out and pick 
up casualties, and felt they were the real story. 
That's why I have returned to spend eight days 
with the MERT.  As soon as I arrived at Bastion 
on the morning of November 22, I saw a MERT 

Chinook landing, four hospital ambulances 
rushing toward the landing strip nearby and then 
quickly coming back to the hospital front door 
and unloading four Afghan National Security 
Forces casualties and several body bags.  The 
MERT personnel were running around holding 
the stretchers and a blonde nurse was treating one 
of the casualties. That was Flt Lt McGlynn.  
 'In my eight weeks here, the MERT has 
treated more than 150 casualties, including 
British, American, Danish and Afghan soldiers, 
Afghan police, civilians and suspected Taliban 
fighters,' she says.  'The saddest cases are the 
children.  Afghan children are smaller than their 
Western counterparts and like all children they go 
out to play.  They see something shiny and pick it 
up, but out here it is likely to explode in their 
hands.  
 'I was involved in a mission to collect two 
seven-year-old girls who were caught in a blast.  
One of the girls had a deep wound to her head and 
her brain was exposed, and the second had deep 
wounds where the hot metal had cut her abdomen 
and legs.  Both girls were conscious and terrified 
in a big, noisy dark helicopter.  I speak pidgin 
Arabic and tried to reassure them.  The first girl 
needed neurosurgery in Kandahar to survive her 
brain injury, and just three weeks later they were 
both discharged from hospital.'  
 A few days later I am with the MERT 
when they receive a similar call: two local 
children, one seven and one 15, have been caught 
in an IED explosion.  The flight out takes less 
than ten minutes.  I have no idea what to expect, 
and neither do the MERT.  As soon as we land, 
British soldiers bring the first wounded child on 
board.  Then a second stretcher appears. The 
child's face is covered by a sheet.  The second 
child is conscious but not reacting - he is in shock.  
Nobody tries to comfort him - they don't have the 
time as they concentrate on keeping him alive.  
There is also an adult with them, I assume a father 
or uncle.  He is silent.  
 The Chinook lands at Lashkar Gah and the 
children are transferred to a civilian hospital.  The 
15-year old is stabilised, but the seven-year old is 
already dead.  Within 20 minutes of returning to 
Bastion, the MERT are on call again, this time to 
evacuate a British soldier injured in a grenade 
attack.  I do not accompany them, but emergency 
nurse Flight Sergeant Tony Kyle later tells me 
what happened.  



 

 

 'Fighting continued while we receive
casualty, but we carried on working on him 
knowing we could be hit at any time,' says FS 
Kyle.  �This is my first tour to Afghanistan and 
MERT, and to be honest I didn't know what to 
expect.  I usually work in an emergency 
department back home and although I have 
experienced the rigours of looking after patients at 
the roadside, nothing can prepare you for this.
   My first day consisted of four shouts to 
various parts of Afghanistan.  Three of the 
patients had multiple amputations.'  'My family is 
concerned for my safety,' admits Maj
Bradley.  'I can't deny we've come under fire but 
it's nothing compared to the threat the guys on the 
ground are under.'  �When the phone rings, you 
wonder, what the job will be?' says Cpl Leach. 
 �A British soldier stepped on an IED, with 
both legs gone?  A child shot in a friendly
incident?  A Danish soldier involved in a road 
traffic incident?  An enemy fighter with a gunshot 
wound to the chest?  Whatever it is, the team will 
take the Emergency Department to the battlefield. 
To me it's the best job in the world.'  
 On my eighth day at Bastion, preparing to 
leave, I witness one last trauma.  A British soldier 
is brought in by Chinook and transferred to the 
operating room, his lower right leg blown off
an IED.  It is even more disturbing than the 
Danish soldier, I think, because I can see his face. 

 

Paramedic Shaun Leach holds up an oxygen 
tank as a British soldier is stretche

Chinook to a waiting ambulance at Camp 
Bastion  

 

 I can still picture it now.  It is quite hot in 
the operating room, but very quiet. Flt Lt 
McGlynn - or Fiona, as I now think of her 
brought this man all the way from the battlefield 
to this operating table: this is the end of her 
responsibility.  After that, the surge
green aprons take over: British, American and 
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Chinook to a waiting ambulance at Camp 

It is quite hot in 
the operating room, but very quiet. Flt Lt 

or Fiona, as I now think of her - has 
brought this man all the way from the battlefield 
to this operating table: this is the end of her 

After that, the surgeons with the 
green aprons take over: British, American and 

other nationalities - way more surgeons than I've 
ever seen in any other hospital. 
around the casualty and I leave with Fiona. 
 'It's always emotive treating British 
casualties,' she says.  'They look so young, I try to 
hold each one's hand and tell them we'll get them 
home.  One soldier looked into my eyes, down at 
his injured body, looked back at me, squeezed my 
hand and tears started streaming down his face.
   I'll never forget the 
passionate that these brave men and women who 
face the unknown everyday receive the very best 
medical care we can provide. 
emotional, tiring and frustrating. 
display my emotions.  But I am the boss
 

********************
 And in another article about the Medical 
Emergency Response Teams below, published in 
the Daily Star on 10th July last month.
The Flying Medical Team Who Save 
Our Boys Lives in the Air  
By John Ward and Alban Donohoe
 A bomb explodes in Helmand, blowing the 
leg off a young soldier and seriously wounding 
another.  Within minutes a British
medical helicopter lands under fire from Taliban 
gunmen and the injured troops are pulled on 
board.  Seconds later, the men are receiv
lifesaving treatment as the 170mph air ambulance 

flies back to hospital at Camp Bastion.

 After delivering the soldiers alive to the 
emergency room, the helicopter is back in the air 
to rescue another soldier who has been struck by 
an enemy bullet.  This is just another day in the 
lives of the incredible Medical Emergency 
Response Team (MERT) in
dropped into the middle of battle to save the lives 
of seriously-wounded British soldiers.
 The specialist squad 
highly-trained doctors and nurses 
hours a day and in the air within minutes of an 
emergency.  We caught up with one group, 
including team doctor Lieutenant Colonel Simon 
Hunter, emergency nurse Flight Lieutenant Alison 
Beresford and paramed

Bradshaw and Corporal Sally Baker.
aided by a state-of-the
helicopter that acts as a flying intensive care unit.
 Chris, 37, from Derby, a search and rescue 
winch man back in the UK, says during the 
summer, the team responds to an
or nine calls a day.   

way more surgeons than I've 
ever seen in any other hospital.  They close 
around the casualty and I leave with Fiona.  

'It's always emotive treating British 
'They look so young, I try to 

hold each one's hand and tell them we'll get them 
One soldier looked into my eyes, down at 

his injured body, looked back at me, squeezed my 
hand and tears started streaming down his face. 

I'll never forget the look in his eyes.  I'm 
passionate that these brave men and women who 
face the unknown everyday receive the very best 
medical care we can provide.  This job can be 
emotional, tiring and frustrating.  I'm not afraid to 

But I am the boss.'   

******************** 
And in another article about the Medical 

Emergency Response Teams below, published in 
July last month. 

he Flying Medical Team Who Save 
Our Boys Lives in the Air   
By John Ward and Alban Donohoe 

explodes in Helmand, blowing the 
leg off a young soldier and seriously wounding 

Within minutes a British-manned 
medical helicopter lands under fire from Taliban 
gunmen and the injured troops are pulled on 

Seconds later, the men are receiving 
lifesaving treatment as the 170mph air ambulance 

flies back to hospital at Camp Bastion. 
After delivering the soldiers alive to the 

emergency room, the helicopter is back in the air 
to rescue another soldier who has been struck by 

This is just another day in the 
lives of the incredible Medical Emergency 
Response Team (MERT) in Afghanistan, who are 
dropped into the middle of battle to save the lives 

wounded British soldiers. 
The specialist squad � which includes four 
trained doctors and nurses � are on call 24 

hours a day and in the air within minutes of an 
We caught up with one group, 

including team doctor Lieutenant Colonel Simon 
Hunter, emergency nurse Flight Lieutenant Alison 
Beresford and paramedics Sergeant Chris 

Bradshaw and Corporal Sally Baker.  They are 
the-art medical Chinook 

helicopter that acts as a flying intensive care unit. 
Chris, 37, from Derby, a search and rescue 
man back in the UK, says during the 

the team responds to an average of eight 
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 He said: �This job isn�t pleasant but it is 

very worthwhile.  We are in what they call the 
fighting season and we are getting busy.  Almost 
daily we are seeing multiple amputations, frag 

injuries and gunshot wounds.  I find it very 
rewarding because you�re out there helping the 

lads on the ground.  We can get out very quickly 
and deliver a high level of emergency care that 
can keep them alive.  We have had our ups and 
downs and we have lost some lads recently - 
American and British soldiers.   
 But we know we�ve done the best we 

could for them.  Unfortunately, sometimes the 
injuries these guys suffer are so severe they will 
not recover from them.  But what we are doing is 
making sure people survive  injuries that may 
have killed them three or four years ago.  Instead 
of just flying them to hospital we are able to give 
them blood and have highly-trained people 
available to work on them quickly.� 
 Statistics show 95% of patients who get on 
the MERT chopper alive will survive.  Yet the 
sheer number of serious injuries dealt with by the 
MERT team is shockingly high.  Chris said: �It 

frustrates us that back home you only ever hear 
about soldiers who are killed � and they don�t 

even make the front pages any more.  But it is 
staggering the amount of people who lose limbs 
here�and more than one limb�sometimes all 

four.  It is a daily occurrence.  And it never gets 
reported. 
 �The other day we did a seven- patient lift 
 after an IED exploded and we had one triple 
SDHp amputee and a double amputee on the same 
lift.  The shift before, we had two men who lost 
both legs and this morning we had another soldier 
who also lost both legs.  It happens so often we 
become very good at what we do.  We have a 
short time in the air to get them nicely packaged 
and ready for the surgeons in the hospital back in 
Bastion.  And we pride ourselves on doing that  
successfully more often than not.� 
 The medics are helped by four armed RAF 
Regiment volunteers whose job it is to fight off 
enemy attacks and get the injured on board the 
helicopter. And it is accompanied on every 

mission by Apache helicopter gunships. 
 Emergency nurse Alison, 31, from 
Northampton, said: �I�m on my fourth tour and I 

know the dangers.  But I do this to get the guys 
home alive to their girlfriends, wives and 

families. I think it is a privilege to help do that."  

BRANCH APPEAL REMINDER 
 The two articles above tell us in graphic 
detail about why we must not let up on our appeal 
for funds, for the needs of those badly injured will 
continue for many years to come, so every penny 
collected is vital and we must not give up.  So see 
what you can do lads.   
 Get your ladies involved for we have 
found that ladies organisations are more than will 
to help.  As an example of this, as you have 
already read about, one of the flower clubs that 
Valerie belongs to has held another raffle to raise 
funds for our appeal.  We can�t let the ladies beat 

us can we?   
BIRTHDAYS 
 A very Happy Birthday to the following 
Birmingham Branch members whose birthdays 
are this month, may you all have many more. 
 

3rd Aug John Walters Droitwich Worcestershire 
4th Aug Geoffrey Fenney Cardiff South Wales 

9th Aug Bob Porter Walsall West Midlands 
12th Aug Tom Rees Whitchurch Shropshire 

13th Aug James De Hayes Loughborough Leics 
16th Aug Ray Penny Birmingham West Mids 

16th Aug George Weetman Stoke on Trent Staffs 
19th Aug Keith Bryers Braunton Devon 

26th Aug Dave Gooding Birmingham West Mids 
29th Aug Cyril Richards Walsall West Midlands 

30th Aug Ron Sharp Yoxall Staffordshire 
 

News of the RAF Regiment 
D Squadron face the �axe� 
 The Joint Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) Regiment 
based at RAF Honington, is a specialist 
expeditionary unit of the British armed forces.  It 
is a joint unit consisting of the 1st Royal Tank 
Regiment and No. 27 Squadron, Royal Air Force 
Regiment.   
 The Joint CBRN Regiment is trained in 
the detection, identification and monitoring of 
nuclear, biological and chemical weapons.  There 
are five regular squadrons: four from the Royal 
Tank Regiment and one from the RAF Regiment.  
In addition to these two units, support is provided 
by two Territorial Army squadrons of the Royal 
Yeomanry and from 2623 RAF Aux Squadron. 
 D Squadron on constant alert for terrorist 
nuclear attacks on the UK faces the axe in defence 
cuts.   Its ten special armoured personnel carriers 
are expected to be ditched before next year's 
Olympics and Diamond Jubilee - potentially key  



 

 

targets.  The German-built Fuchs - 
Fox - is the only vehicle that can protect its crew 
from contamination at the scene of a dirty bomb 
blast.  But the Ministry of Defence plans to leave 
the RAF Regiment to handle the counter 
Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear 
Capability role in unprotected Land Rovers.
 It will save just £1.9million a year.  

General Sir Antony Walker, former deputy chief 
of the Defence Staff, said last night: "It is 
madness to play with the public's safety in this 
way. We need to guard against a chemical or 
biological attack at all times."  

 

The German-built Fuchs - which means Fox
 

 The amphibious six-wheel Fuchs carries a 
commander, driver and two analysts.  It was used 
at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics and 2006 World 
Cup in Germany.  The MoD said: "We will 
continue to have a robust and effective counter
CBRN capability.  No decisions hav
on the future shape and size of the Joint CBRN 
Regiment."  
The End of the British Mandate in 
Palestine 
 You will all recall the letter from Spencer 
Wilcox on page 7 in last June�s newsletter 

regarding the As the letter says, �the trouble in 

Palestine in the 1940�s is a largely forgotten 

campaign one that is very hard, if not impossible 
to find any books written about it�.  It�s very hard 

to find the reason why.  Are we ashamed of this 
episode in British history?  I don�t think so.  

 The strife-torn three decades of British 
rule in Palestine, known as the British Mandate, 
lasted from 1917 to 1948 and it still remains 
controversial today.  The British Mandate was due 
to expire in 1948 but peaceful progress towards 
self-government was impossible. 
 The British Armed Forces based there 
found themselves in the middle of a power 
struggle between the Jews and the Arabs and were 
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in a situation that was impossible to control, and 
all those involved can be criticised for the wrongs 
committed by all sides b
ignoring this period in British military history?  
At the time, the troops involved were only doing 
their duty in trying to sort out yet another 
intractable problem created by politicians.
 Perhaps we could make a start on righti
this our own error by including Palestine on our 
Memorial stone before all the survivors of that 
unfortunate conflict pass on.  The following letter 
from a Birmingham Branch survivor of the period 
shows the very understandable frustration felt by 
all these veterans. 

Correspondence
From James Bayliss of Coleshill, Birmingham
 Dear Malcolm.  Just a few lines to thank 
Spencer Wilcox for his letter regarding the 
Palestine Pals Association, how very true were his 
words.  There are TV programmes 
commemorating most of the wars and campaigns 
but never a mention of the Palestine fiasco.   
 In fact I have previously written to the 
�Flash� newsletter complaining about Issue 

Number 12 because they were asking for stories 
from ex-Rocks and in that issue, see page 25,
names all the place where the RAF Regiment had 
served, saying that �we�ve been everywhere� 

BUT there was no mention of Palestine.
 Tell Spencer that Pen and Sword Books 
have recently published a book called �With the 

6th Airborne Division in Palestine1945
Hope you are keeping well.  Best wishes, James 
Bayliss � ex No 2 Armoured Car Squadron.
�The 6

th Airborne Division in Palestine 
1945-1948� by Major
Wilson CBE MC DL FRGS

Published by Pen and Sword Bo
May 2008 at £19.99.  A hardback edition of 308 

pages.  ISBN: 9781844157716
 General Dare Wilson saw action in France 
1940 (Dunkirk), Italy and North West Europe 
(where he won his MC) with the Northumberland 
Fusiliers and later the Recce Regimen
served in Palestine and Korea which he rates as 
the most vicious war he fought in. 
 He was picked to command 22 SAS and 
was responsible for basing them at Hereford. 
account of the world record
jump free falling from 34,
reading 'one member died. 
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intractable problem created by politicians. 
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Memorial stone before all the survivors of that 
unfortunate conflict pass on.  The following letter 
from a Birmingham Branch survivor of the period 
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Correspondence 
From James Bayliss of Coleshill, Birmingham 

Dear Malcolm.  Just a few lines to thank 
Spencer Wilcox for his letter regarding the 
Palestine Pals Association, how very true were his 
words.  There are TV programmes 

most of the wars and campaigns 
but never a mention of the Palestine fiasco.    

In fact I have previously written to the 
�Flash� newsletter complaining about Issue 

Number 12 because they were asking for stories 
Rocks and in that issue, see page 25, they 

names all the place where the RAF Regiment had 
served, saying that �we�ve been everywhere� 

BUT there was no mention of Palestine. 
Tell Spencer that Pen and Sword Books 

have recently published a book called �With the 

Airborne Division in Palestine1945-1948�.  

Hope you are keeping well.  Best wishes, James 
ex No 2 Armoured Car Squadron. 

Airborne Division in Palestine 
by Major-General Dare 

Wilson CBE MC DL FRGS 
Published by Pen and Sword Books on 22nd 

May 2008 at £19.99.  A hardback edition of 308 

pages.  ISBN: 9781844157716 
General Dare Wilson saw action in France 

1940 (Dunkirk), Italy and North West Europe 
(where he won his MC) with the Northumberland 
Fusiliers and later the Recce Regiment.  He then 
served in Palestine and Korea which he rates as 
the most vicious war he fought in.  

He was picked to command 22 SAS and 
was responsible for basing them at Hereford.  His 
account of the world record-breaking free fall 
jump free falling from 34,000 feet makes thrilling 
reading 'one member died.   
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 He went on to fight the Mau Mau in 
Kenya and was in the last party to leave Aden 
when we withdrew in 1968.  Dare then learnt to 
fly helicopters and commanded the fledgling 
Army/Air Corps. 
Information about the book by Pen and 
Sword Books 
 The 6th Airborne Division was a major 
element of the British Security Force in Palestine 
between September, 1945 and May 1948.  Faced 
with the unenviable task of upholding the law in a 
lawless country, the individual British soldier had 
to face continual opposition from a hostile Jewish 
community.  This story is described by General 
Wilson, then a Major, who served with the 
division during this period.  The mission of 
British forces was simply "to keep the peace".  To 
achieve this goal, the 6th Airborne Division 
conducted a variety of counter-insurgency 
operations in both urban and rural environments.   
 These operations were designed to locate 
illegal arms caches, limit Jewish-Arab violence 
and capture dissidents who had attacked British 
positions.  The destruction of the King David 
Hotel, the most famous terrorist attack of the 
Mandate period, is treated in great detail.  �With 
6th Airborne Division in Palestine 1945 � 48� is a 
tribute to the British soldier.  It is also an excellent 
case study in unconventional warfare.  It will be 
of great interest to any student of the intricate 
problem that Palestine presents. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM (NMA) UPDATE 

HM The Queen Attended Naming 
Dedication 
 On Wednesday 20th July 2011, Her 
Majesty The Queen visited the National Memorial 
Arboretum to attend a service of commemoration 
for men and women of the UK Armed Forces who 
were killed on duty during 2010.  The private 
service, at which the 112 names recently engraved 
on the Portland Stone walls of the Armed Forces 
Memorial will be read out, was attended by the 
families of those killed - over 100 of which were 
in Afghanistan.  Therefore the Arboretum was 
closed to the public throughout the day.  
 After the service at the Arboretum, The 
Queen laid a wreath next to the wall of the Armed 
Forces Memorial where the 2010 names are 
inscribed. T his was followed by a reception for 
the families near the visitor centre.  

 The Arboretum is the UK�s year-round 
centre for Remembrance. The Armed Forces 
Memorial was dedicated in the presence of Her 
Majesty in 2007 and is the UK�s tribute to the 

16,000 men and women who have been killed on 
duty or as a result of terrorist action since 1948. 
Canadian airmen are remembered at last 
 A monument commemorating the men and 
women of Canada�s Air Force, past and present, 
has been unveiled in the National Memorial 
Arboretum.  On Friday 8th July last month, his 
Royal Highness Prince Richard, Duke of 
Gloucester, unveiled the Canadian Air Force 
Memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum.  
Four Tucano aircraft flew above to mark the 
event.   The monument is the first in the U.K. 
raised specifically to honour the Royal Canadian 
Air Force, especially its service during the Second 
World War, and Canada''s modern Air Force. It 
was dedicated "In honour of those who serve past 
and present in Canadian and Commonwealth Air 
Elements". 
 "Canada�s airmen and airwomen have 
made a significant contribution to the defence of 
the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth and to 
the mutual defence of all of our allies through our 
continued participation in NATO," said the 
Honourable Peter MacKay, Canada�s Minister of 
National Defence.  "I am enthusiastic that the 
service and sacrifice of Canadian air personnel is 
being recognized beyond Canadian borders." 
 Members of the Royal Air Force and 
Canada�s Air Force, serving in both the U.K. and 
in Canada, led this historic project from concept 
to unveiling after Flight Lieutenant Alfie Hall, 
from 609 West Riding Squadron, Royal Auxiliary 
Air Force, visited the National Memorial 
Arboretum.  "A total of 21 Canadians served with 
609," said Flight Lieut. Hall.  When I was down at 
Staffordshire, I asked where the Canadian 
memorial was and they said there wasn�t one, 
which I thought was wrong.  We developed a 
project team which came up with the design of a 
memorial and we�ve been fundraising ever since." 
 The memorial is made of Canadian granite 
from a quarry near Sturgeon Falls, Ont., donated 
by Lafarge Canada.  426 Transport Training 
Squadron, from 8 Wing Trenton, Ont., flew the 
granite to the U.K. on a CC-130 Hercules during a 
training flight.  A monolith, created out of red and 
white granite to represent the Canadian flag, is the 
centrepiece of the monument.   
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 It is topped by a maple leaf and stands 
upon a granite maple leaf with a matching granite 
ring surrounding it; from above this will show 
Canada's modern Air Force roundel.  The words 
of the iconic Air Force poem "High Flight", 
written by RCAF pilot Flight Lieut. John 
Gillespie Magee, Jr., are also inscribed on the 
monument. 
 "This is an extraordinary initiative," said 
Lieutenant-General André Deschamps, Canada�s 
Chief of the Air Staff.  "On behalf of Canadian 
airmen and airwomen, past and present, I thank 
the organizers who led the creation of this historic 
memorial as well as those people who donated to 
ensure it would become a reality.  I am proud that 
such a beautiful memorial has joined the many 
others at the National Memorial Arboretum and 
that it will stand forever in commemoration of the 
service and sacrifice of our Air Force." 
 The memorial was the result of a project 
organised jointly between RAF stations Leeming 
and Linton on Ouse, which were home to 
Canadian airmen during the war.  Al 
Cunningham, president of the Canadian Veterans 
Association, said:  
 �It�s important that we have got a 

memorial to the Royal Canadian Air Force - we 
should have had one before now.  During the war 
I was stationed in Surrey.  When it finished only 
20,000 of us stayed behind.  Somebody had to 
repopulate your country - it was hard work, but 
we had fun doing it.� 
 Mabel Cowan, whose late husband, Ted, 
travelled from Ontario to join the 419 Squadron at 
Middleton St George in 1939, said: �It�s 

recognition of everything that they did and it�s not 

before time.�  The ceremony drew to a close with 
a solitary Spitfire flying overhead to 
commemorate the Battle of Britain. 

Future Events at the NMA 
Saturday 3rd September 2011 
 On Saturday 3rd September at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the Polish Armed Forces Memorial, the 
Polish Ex-Combatants' Association will hold a 
ceremony to commemorate the second 
anniversary of the unveiling of the Polish Armed 
Forces Memorial.  For further information contact 
Chez Maryszczak (Chairman, Polish Ex-
Combatants' Association, GB) on 01242 583 009, 
or 0208 741 1911 or 
<chez.maryszczak@btopenworld.com>. 
 

Sunday 4th September 2011 
 On Sunday 4th September at 12.40 p.m. 
onsite at the Guards Memorial, a service of 
remembrance will beheld for Irish Guards killed 
in action or in service.  For further information 
contact Ray Collister on 07958 055076 or at 
<ray@frameuk.net>.  
Wednesday 7th September 2011 
 On Wednesday 7 September at 10.45 a.m. 
onsite, a service for association members will be 
held to dedicate the Army Apprentice National 
Memorial.  For further information contact:  John 
McGahan on 01283 703 182 or at 
<jmcgahan@talktalk.net>.   
Saturday 10th September 2011 
 On Saturday 10th September at 2.00 p.m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and onsite at BNTVA 
Memorial, the British Nuclear Test Veterans 
Association (BNTVA) will hold a service of 
remembrance.  This is the Association's first 
National Atomic Veterans Awareness Day to 
commemorate all who have served from veterans 
to Royal Navy submariners.  For further 
information contact:  Bob Smith (Membership 
Secretary) on 01360 311 300 or at 
<bob60@tesco.net>, or Jeff Liddiatt (National 
Secretary) on 01275 848 965 or at 
<jeff_lidiatt@yahoo.co.uk.> or see the website:  
<www.bntva.com>. 
Saturday 10th September 2011 
 On Saturday 10th September at 11.30 a.m. 
onsite at the Greek 'Chapel', the Brotherhood of 
Veterans of the Greek Campaign will hold a 
memorial service to commemorate their 70th 
anniversary.  For further information contact:  
Janet Buttery on 01274 657166 or at 
<grahambuttery@btinternet.com>. 
Saturday 17th September 2011 
 On Saturday 17th September at 11.30 a.m. 
in the Millennium Chapel and at the Ulster Ash 
Grove, the Northern Ireland Veterans' Association 
will hold their annual service of Remembrance.  
Following the service, members will form up and 
march to the Ulster Ash Grove.   
 For further information contact: D 
Parkinson on <tootles.thetaxi@yahoo.co.uk> or 
see the website: <www.nivets.org>. 
Sunday 18th September 2011 
 On Sunday 18th September in the 
Millennium Avenue, for performances at 11.30am 
and 2.30pm for approximately 20 minutes each, 
the Royal British Legion's Leicestershire & 



10 
 

 

Rutland Pipe Band will visit the Arboretum to 
perform for our visitors.  Listen to the skirl of the 
pipes as they run through a selection of popular 
Scottish tunes.  For further information:  Anders 
Hobson (Band Secretary) on 07504 578863 or 
<secretary@lrcpipeband.co.uk ? 
Saturday 24th September 2011 
 On Saturday 24th September at 12.30 p.m., 
on-site at the Allied Special Forces Grove, the 
Allied Special Forces Association will dedicate 
the Vera Atkins memorial seat remembering the 
women of the Special Operations Executive who 
lost their lives during WWII.  For further 
information contact:  Mike Colton (Secretary) on 
07929 118598 or <mikecolton@hotmail.com> or 
at <www.memorialgrove.org.uk >. 
Saturday 1st October 2011 
 On Saturday 1st October at 11.45 a.m. 
onsite, the Royal Naval Engineers' Benevolent 
Society (RNEBS) will hold a dedication service 
for their new memorial.  For further information 
contact Chris Heaver (RNEBS Managing 
Secretary) on 01752 342 547 or 
<chris.c.heaver@blueyonder.co.uk> or at 
<www.rnebs.co.uk>. 
Sat 1st October 2011 to Mon 31st October 2011 
 In October the UK Armed Services will 
have been active in Afghanistan for 10 years, to 
mark this occasion a photographic exhibition 
supported by The Royal British Legion will be 
held in the Long Gallery in the visitor Centre.   
 A photojournalist�s journey back to the 

frontline - a photographic record of three weeks in 
Afghanistan by Sean Power, an ex-Royal Marine, 
who spent three weeks embedded with one of the 
forward line fighting regiments in Afghanistan 
 This exhibition is an honest portrayal of 
the front line in Afghanistan, from the perspective 
of someone who understands and has experienced 
modern warfare.  Sean Power served in 40 
Commando Royal Marines between 2002 and 
2007, completed operational tours in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Sierra Leone, and left as a 
Corporal.  His empathy and sincerity is clearly 
discernible in these special photographs.  
 Time from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with the last 
admissions at 4.30 p.m.  Tgher will be no fixed 
charge but donations will be appreciated.  
Sunday 9th October 2011 
 On Sunday 9th October from 11.00 a.m. 
onsite at the National Service Obelisk, Armed 
Forces and RAF Association memorials, the 

National Service (RAF) Association will hold 
short wreath laying ceremonies and a parade.   
 The parade with be led by the RAF Halton 
Pipe Band.  For further information contact Neil 
Trotter, Ceremonial Committee Member and 
Parade Marshal, on 01472 233919 or at 
<costa.rei@ntlworld.com>. 
Friday 11th November 2011 
 The annual Armistice Day Service of 
Remembrance will be held on the Armed Forces 
Memorial on Friday 11th November.  Venue: 
Armed Forces Memorial.  Time: Provisional 
10.30am.  Due to expected visitor numbers we 
suggest visitors allow ample journey time.   
 A limited number of tickets will be 
allocated for this special outdoor service.  The 
tickets are not transferrable.  Details of how to 
apply for a ticket will be available from 1 
September 2011.  All other visitors on the day are 
most welcome to join the service from the Visitor 
Centre.  No seating will be provided in this area.  
The Armed Forces Memorial will be closed to 
non-ticket holders until early afternoon.   
 Car park: Arrangements to be confirmed.  
For more information call 01283 792 333 or email 
<info@thenma.org.uk >.  Please note: All 
arrangements at present at provisional and subject 
to change.   
Sunday 13th November 2011 
 Remembrance Sunday is commemorated 
each year at the National Memorial Arboretum.  
In 2011 it falls on Sunday 13th November, after 
Armistice Day.  Join us for our special outdoor 
commemorative service beside the Visitor Centre 
(no seating will be provided).  
 Time: At present arrangements are 
provisional, however the service is expected to 
commence around 10.45am.  The parade will 
form up to start from the Millennium Shelter at 
12pm � standards welcome.   Cost: The event is 
open to all � no booking required, however 
donations are welcomed.  Car parking 
arrangements are yet to be confirmed.  Due to 
expected visitor numbers we suggest visitors 
allow ample journey time.  For additional 
information please contact 01283 792 333, or 
email <info@thenma.org.uk >.  Please note: All 
arrangements at present at provisional and subject 
to change.  
Sunday 13th November 2011 
 On Sunday 13th November at 12.00 noon 
onsite at the Allied Special Forces Grove, the 
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Allied Special Forces Association will hold a 
service of Remembrance and open the newly 
constructed sun room.  For further information 
contact Mike Colton (Secretary) on 07929 118598 
or at <mikecolton@hotmail.com>. 
 

******************** 
 Is the following article really what the rest 
of the world thinks about Britain?  We�ve lost the 

�Great� in Great Britain, are we now losing all 

that is left in the rump of a once great Empire?  
The article was published on 23rd July 2011 by 
John Robson in �the Sun News� of Toronto, 

Canada.   
Once-mighty Britannia now virtually 
unarmed 
 Britain's army is now smaller than at any 
time since the Boer War, its air force at 1914 
levels and the Royal Navy as small as Henry 
VIII's.  It's presented as sound strategic policy but, 
Canadians and Americans take note, it really came 
from the welfare state's intellectual, moral and 
fiscal bankruptcy.   
 Britain's armed forces are clearly no 
longer adequate to the global role London still 
seeks.  Last month the head of Royal Air Force 
combat operations warned the Libya turkey shoot 
was threatening the RAF's capabilities and ruining 
morale, and the head of the navy said it was 
unsustainable for the fleet. 
 A Parliamentary committee just 
complained of government lies about bad 
equipment in a 2006 Afghan deployment.  But 
MPs have only themselves to blame.  They pass 
Britain's defence budgets and had ample 
warnings, including the Duke of York's blunt 
remarks to an engineering firm last November.  
 In 2006 some paratroopers refused to 
patrol in Afghanistan until the Ministry of 
Defence replaced defective cut-rate machine gun 
ammunition from Eastern Europe; that same year 
the army stopped all parachute training for the 
first time since the Second World War.  
 In 2004, a former chief of defence staff 
publicly warned that cutbacks had left the army 
"dangerously small and over-committed" and said 
ministers did "not understand" the military.  And 
the press reported back in 2000 that navy recruits 
were ordered to shout "Bang!" instead of firing 
shells during training.  Whatever its strategic 
merits, this hasty disarmament has been deeply 
undemocratic.  The public was not warned 
beforehand, consulted during it or informed 

afterward.  It is not even clear that the politicians 
understood what they were doing. Tony Blair's 
"Cool Britannia" program never included 
disarmament or crippling deficits.  Instead, as 
prime minister from 1997 to 2007, he sent the 
armed forces everywhere from Iraq to Sierra 
Leone and Afghanistan while gutting them.  In 
2004 typically, he made Britain's navy smaller 
than France's for the first time in more than three 
centuries - then asked officials for plans to 
intervene in Sudan.  Which lies over the ocean. 
 By 2007, Britain was spending less of its 
GDP on defence than since 1930, down to 2.5% 
from 4.4% two decades earlier.  Yet Blair's 
hapless successor Gordon Brown repeatedly 
boasted that Labour governments boosted real 
military spending every year, before ingloriously 
admitting they cut it at least three times. 
  The result is chaos, not prudence.  This 
February, the RAF dumped a quarter of its trainee 
pilots, some nearly ready, and a month later 
yanked flyers from air shows for Libya.  It also 
scrapped a £4-billion fleet of Nimrod MRA4 
surveillance aircraft, destroying nearly-completed 
airframes in a spectacular display of mindless 
waste.  And the navy's two new £3-billion aircraft 
carriers dramatically announced in 2007 they 
won't get any fighter planes while one will be 
mothballed in three years - if they can afford 
mothballs. 
 The government still denies there's a 
problem.  Following a public rebuke in November 
from Barack Obama's administration, "a source" 
told journalists Prime Minister David Cameron 
had intervened and "the army will be protected."  
Cameron then soothingly told Parliament: "we 
need to be more thoughtful, more strategic and 
more co-ordinated", echoing a defence secretary's 
"agile, flexible and deployable" 2004 line.  Yet 
nimble forces like the fabled SAS keep getting 
slashed.  Why? 
 Simple: A budget deficit of 10% of 
Britain's £1.4-trillion ($2.5-trillion) GDP and a 
national debt nearing a trillion pounds.  As current 
Defence Secretary Liam Fox told the Daily 
Telegraph: "We don't have the money as a country 
to protect ourselves against every potential future 
threat."  These budgetary problems didn't come 
from defence, which barely kept pace with 
economic growth in the Blair years, and at £36 

billion is about 1/4 of Britain's £121-billion deficit 
and 1/20th of total spending.  They came from 
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monsters like health, which more than doubled in 
real terms from £44.9 billion to £101.6 billion.  
But defence cannot withstand the fiscal storm 
brought about by runaway social programs. 
 Thus Britain is brought down at last.  Not 
by Napoleon, Hitler or Phillip II, but by its own 
governments bent on buying votes and citizens 
bent on selling them.  It's sordid and potentially 
tragic.  And there's no end in sight - except to 
once-mighty Britannia. 

******************** 
 To paraphrase what Britain�s own � or 
rather Rupert Murdoch�s - Sun newspaper once 
said on 9th April 1992 - �will the last person to 
leave Britain please turn out the lights�. 

FROM THE RAF REGIMENT 
SECRETARY 

DEATHS: 
 KING TERRY.  Former RAF Regt SAC 
Terry KING, born 13 May 50 died on 20 Jun 11 
aged 61.  Service details are not known but he 
enlisted in Sep 67 and served at RAF Catterick, 
Akrotiri and Wittering before his discharge form 
the Service in May 73.  The funeral has taken 
place.  He is survived by his wife, Mary, of 4 The 
Bungalows, Neville Road, Peterlee, Co Durham, 
SR8 2EE, to whom the Corps extends its sincere 
condolences. 
 WILSON JAMES.  Former RAF Regt 
Gnr James WILSON, born 2 Sep 23, died on 16 
Jun 11 aged 87.  He enlisted in the RAF in 1942 
and served on 2809, 2731 and 2876 Sqns RAF 
Regt until his demobilisation in 1946.  The funeral 
has taken place.  He is survived by Mr Alan 
Wilson (relationship unknown) of 37 Grammar 
School Lane, West Kirby, Wirral, L48 8AZ, to 
whom the Corps extends its sincere condolences.  
 WRIGHT JOHN.  Former RAF Regt 
LAC John A G WRIGHT, born 4 Dec 25, died on 
25 Jun 11 aged 85.  He enlisted in the RAF Regt 
on 1 Jan 43, serving at RAF Padgate, Wheeton, 
Swaith, and in Italy, France, Germany and 
Palestine.  He also served on 2 ACC when it was 
renumbered 2702 Sqn RAF Regt, and before it 
became 2 Sqn RAF Regt.  The funeral took place 
at 10.00 in the Chapel of the Paris Cemetery in 

Paris, Ontario, Canada, on 9 Jul 11.  He is 
survived by his daughter, Mrs Caroline Larente of 
PO Box 907, 13 Jay Street, Vankleek Hill, 
Ontario K0R 2H0, Canada, to whom the Corps 
extends its sincere condolences.     
 McINTOSH ARCHIE.  Former RAF 
Regt Sgt Archie C McINTOSH, born 4 Oct 32, 
died on 18 Jul 11 aged 78.  He enlisted on 30 Mar 
51 and served on 62 (R), 75, 27, 51 and 63 Sqns 
RAF Regt, in the Canal Zone, Aden, at RAF 
Cosford and the RAF Regt Depot Catterick, 
before retiring on 29 Mar 73.  
 He was a member of the Sussex Branch of 
the RAF Regt Assoc.  The funeral was held at 
11.00 on Thu 4 Aug 11 at the Porchester 
Crematorium Upper Cornaway Lane, PO16 8NE.  
Family flowers only were requested but donations 
may be made to the RAF BF and Cancer Research 
UK, via the Coop Funeral Directors, 157 Fratton 
Road, Portsmouth, PO1 5ER.  He is survived by 
his son, Rod, and daughter, Katrina Broad, of 30 
Little Corner, Meads End Farm, Denmead, 
Hampshire, PO7 6XL, to whom the Corps extends 
its sincere condolences.  
NEW NOTICES: 
MESSAGE FROM THE CG RAF REGT: 
THE 3-MONTH EXERCISE, FUTURE 
RESERVES 2020 STUDY AND THE BASING 
REVIEW � IMPACT UPON THE RAF REGT 
 On Mon 18 Jul, the Secretary of State for 
Defence announced the outcome of the 3-Month 
Exercise, the Future Reserves 2020 Study and the 
Basing Review.  The purpose of this note is to 
clarify any subsequent impact upon the planned 
reductions in the Corps� orbat announced by the 

Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) last October 
following the Strategic Defence and Security 
Review (SDSR).  
 To recap, the SDSR headlines were a 
reduction of RAF FP wing headquarters and RAF 
Regiment field squadrons from 8 to 6 (or possibly 
7) in 2015 (post-Op HERRICK), and a capping of 
RAuxAF strength pending the outcome of the 
Future Reserves 2020 Study.  My headline 
message is that notwithstanding recent 
announcements, no decisions have been made on 
any of the specific issues affecting the Corps, 
specifically: 
- The requirement for 8 RAF FP wing 
headquarters and 8 regular RAF Regiment field 
squadrons until 2015 currently remains extant - 
this includes HQ 6 FP Wg and 58 Sqn RAF Regt, 
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notwithstanding the decision to close RAF 
Leuchars in 2014/15. The presentation of 58 
Sqn�s standard on 26 Jan 12 will proceed as 
planned. No decisions have been made regarding 
which two units will disband in 2015. Albeit base 
closures are a major determining factor, they are 
not the only factor, and with nearly 4 years still to 
run, it is important that we make the right decision 
- not a quick decision, on such an important issue. 
I anticipate greater clarity on this matter over the 
next 6-9 months as the current MOD Planning 
Round evolves. 
- The RAF embraced the Whole Force Concept 
some time ago, and will continue to include a mix 
of regular and reserve units. The impact of the 
independent Future Reserves 2020 Study falls 
mainly upon the Army, and the MOD is now 
considering its recommendations. However, with 
the strategic direction of travel now clear, detailed 
planning for RAF Reserves can now proceed. 
Whilst no decisions have been made regarding the 
precise impact upon the RAuxAF Regt and FP-
roled Operational Support Squadrons, the 
following principles should be noted: 

- - The RAF FP Force will continue to require 
a mix of regular and reserve units. 
- -  Unlike our regular units, there is no �stay 

of execution� until 2015 should adjustments 

be required, announcements are therefore 
likely in the nearer-term. 
- -  As with the regular units, a reduction in 
the number of FP force elements will occur. 
This does not necessarily mean disbandment 
of those squadrons affected, but could entail a 
re-roling within the overall RAuxAF orbat. 

 The RAF Regt is not immune from the 
prolonged air of uncertainty currently pervading 
Defence, but I must crave your patience for what I 
hope will only be a short time further.  No effort 
is being spared in pursuing the clarity that we all 
seek, and I will make further announcements as 
soon as possible.  Whilst frustrating, this 
uncertainty must be seen in the context of a 
comparatively modest impact of the SDSR upon 
the Corps, given the painful reductions to Defence 
and our parent Service.  
 The Corps remains in a position of 
considerable strength, attributable to the sustained 
professionalism and commitment of all our 
personnel - for which I once again congratulate 
and thank you all. In conclusion, I remind you of 
the SDSR statement by the CAS last October: 

 �The RAF Regt has been and is doing a 

magnificent job on current operations and their 
professionalism, skills, fortitude and courage is 
internationally acknowledged. Post-Op 
HERRICK therefore, the RAF Regt will continue 
to be a vital element of our air power capability 
�.. it will take on broader responsibilities and 

continue to be pivotal to our overall ability to 
project air power around the globe.� 
Signed: R W LA FORTE - Air Cdre � CG RAF 
Regt. 
MESSAGE FROM THE CG RAF REGT � 
SPECIALIST CBRN FOR DEFENCE  
 On Tue 2 Aug 11, the Secretary of State 
for Defence agreed to the 2010 Strategic Defence 
and Security Review (SDSR) measure - subsumed 
by a Planning Round (PR)11 Option - to delete 
the Joint Chemical Biological Radiological and 
Nuclear (CBRN) Regt and transfer all of 
Defence�s specialist CBRN capabilities to the 

RAF Regt.  The key implications of this decision 
will be as follows: 

- there will be no impact upon those 
capabilities currently provided by the RAF 
Regt (26 and 27 Sqns RAF Regt and 2623 
Sqn RAuxAF Regt), 

- The RAF will remain the Lead Service for 
CBRN. 

- The wide area CBRN reconnaissance and 
survey capabilities, based upon the Fuchs 
armoured vehicle, will be gapped. 

- All other capabilities currently provided 
by the Army element of the Jt CBRN Regt 
(the Multipurpose Decontamination 
System, some of the Light Role Teams, 
and all command and control) will transfer 
to a wholly-RAF Regt manned Defence 
CBRN Wg, which will include 26 Sqn 
RAF Regt, 27 Sqn RAF Regt and 2623 
Sqn RAuxAF Regt. 

- While there will be a modest increase to 
the RAF Regt establishment, there will be 
a net reduction of 319 Army posts in the 
current specialist CBRN Force. The total 
saving to Defence will be £129 million 

over 10 years.  
CINC LAND personally informed 1RTR 
yesterday of the decision to cease all Army 
involvement in specialist CBRN.  No decisions 
have been made on the future of 1RTR; this will 
be considered as part of the wider requirement to 
restructure the Army in light of the recent 
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outcome of the �3 Month Exercise�, and is wholly 

a matter for the Army.  1 RTR will remain at RAF 
Honington for at least the medium term, whilst the 
transfer of capabilities takes place and their future 
is decided. 
 This decision brings to a conclusion a 
protracted period of intensive, sometimes 
understandably impassioned debate over the 
future provision of specialist CBRN capabilities 
for Defence.  Detailed planning for the 
implementation of the measure will now 
commence.  This will be the responsibility of the 
AOC 2 Gp, on whose behalf I will develop plans 
for the appropriately timely transfer of operational 
command and control and operational capabilities, 
the continued delivery of which remains the 
Defence priority.  This will be done in close 
cooperation with HQ Land (specifically, Director 
Royal Armoured Corps) to ensure that Army 
personnel matters are addressed positively and 
sensitively. 
 1RTR have made a quite extraordinary 
(and often largely unsung) contribution to 
Defence over the past 12 years.  They have done 
so with all the exemplary professionalism and 
commitment typical of their proud heritage.  It has 
truly been an honour to serve alongside them, and 
I know that all members of the RAF Regt will 
wish them every success in whatever the future 
may hold. 
 As for the RAF Regt, this decision will 
leave the Corps as the UK�s sole provider of 

specialist CBRN capabilities for Defence.  Clearly 
- given the circumstances of the MOD�s 

preparedness to take risk against the deletion of 
the Fuchs capability in the context of a parlous 
financial climate, this is the right decision for 
Defence and it is not the time for inter-Service 
triumphalism.  Be under no illusion that the 
responsibility placed upon the RAF Regt will be 
enormous and expectations will be high - we must 
deliver, and I know that we will, no matter what 
the challenges that lie ahead. 
Signed: R W LA FORTE - Air Cdre � CG RAF 
Regt 4 Aug 11. 
1 SQN RAF REGT STANDARD 
PRESENTATION 
 It is planned to present a new Standard to 
1 Sqn RAF Regt on the same day as its Friends & 
Families Day on Thu 3 Nov 11.  Further details 
will be issued in due course, but senior Corps staff 

and former Sqn members may wish to make a 
note in their diaries. 
RAF REGIMENT FUND � CHANGE OF 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
 Flt Lt Darren Priest has assumed 
responsibility as RAF Regt Fund Membership 
Secretary with immediate effect.  He should be 
contacted on any Fund membership or Direct 
Debit issues at: RTS(A), Trg Wg, RAF 
Honington, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP31 1EE; 
BT Tel 01359 237949 or by email at: 
Darren.Priest435@mod.uk .  Flt Lt Norry is no 
longer the Memb Sec and his contact details 
should be deleted from any relevant databases.  
RAF REGT ASSOC - VICE CHAIRMAN 
APPOINTMENT 
 Nominations for the appt of Vice 
Chairman of the RAF Regt Assoc closed on 30 
Jun 11.  There being only one nomination, Mr Jeff 
Stephenson has been elected unopposed and will 
take up the post during the AGM on 2 Oct 11. 
RAF REGT GOLD BROOCHES 
 The latest tranche of the highly attractive 
Hallmarked 9ct yellow gold RAF Regt Brooches 
is now available for purchase.  The design 
incorporates the Corps� Crossed-Rifles and 
Adastral Crown design and the rifle length is 
approximately 30mm.  The design incorporates a 
strong locking clip in the pin and each brooch 
comes in an attractive polished wooden case.  
Remaining numbers are limited and those 
interested in receiving more details, price etc, 
should contact the Regtl Sec at 
rafregtsecretary@honington.raf.mod.uk.  With 
gold prices rising steadily, the brooches will not 
get any cheaper in the foreseeable future.  
MOD CHIEF SCIENTIFIC ADVISOR�S 
COMMENDATION FOR 26 SQN RAF REGT 
 26 Sqn RAF Regt was awarded the 
MOD�s Chief Scientific Adviser - Professor Sir 
Mark Welland - Commendation on 28 Jun 11.  
The citation highlighted 26 Sqn�s contribution of 
scientifically-aware military Chemical Biological 
Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) expertise to the 
Nuclear Accident Response Organization 
(NARO) and the Sampling and Identification of 
Biological, Chemical and Radiological Agents 
(SIBCRA) capabilities.  
 Also cited was the Radiation Monitoring 
Team�s (RMT) recent deployment to Japan during 

the recent nuclear facility incident, the only Force 
Element in Defence to conduct CBRN operations 

mailto:Darren.Priest435@mod.uk
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during the last year - and the continued 
commitment, through frequent and detailed 
liaison with Defence scientists, in the delivery of 
CBRN capability.  
AWARD OF THE 2011 QUEEN�S MEDAL 

FOR SHOOTING 
 Sqn Ldr Dave Vick, RAF FP Centre RAF 
Honington, won the coveted RAF Queen�s Medal 

for 2011 at Bisley on 7 Jul 11, his 3rd time of 
winning.  Additionally, the RAF Regt Shooting 
Team was the Runner-Up in the prestigious 
Methuen Plate competition, against some 32 other 
Tri-Service teams.  Congratulations go to both 
Sqn Ldr Vick and the RAF Regt Shooting Team 
for their outstanding successes.  
27 SQN RAF REGT � 60th ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 
 27 Sqn RAF Regt will celebrate its 60th 
Anniversary with a Friends & Families day on Fri 
2 Sep 11, starting at 10.00. All past and present 
members of the Sqn would be welcome and 
further details may be obtained by contacting Cpl 
Humphries, JNCO IC Admin, at 
27fpsqnadminjnco@honington.raf.mod.uk or tel 
(BT) 01359 237049.  
CORPS DIARY DATES:  
* Provisional Dates 
1 Sep CG Commendations Nominations due date. 
2 Sep 27 Sqn RAF Regt 60th Anniversary 
Celebration (RAF Honington). 
13 Sep RAF Regt Golf Soc Match - v - R Sigs 
(Mentmore GC) 
18 Sep Laying up of 63 Sqn RAF Regt Standard 
(St Clement Danes, London)  
21 Sep RAF Regt Golf Soc 4-Way Match 
(Greetham Valley GC) 
24 Sep 504 Sqn RAuxAF Freedom Parade 
(Ashfield, East Midlands) 
30 Sep- 3 Oct RAF Regt Assoc AGM and Annual 
Reunion (Charlton Kings, Cheltenham) 
5-6 Oct Regt WOs Conference (Def CBRN 
Centre, Winterbourne Gunner). 
6-7 Oct Regt Snr Offrs Conference (Def CBRN 
Centre, Winterbourne Gunner). 
27-28 Oct RAF Armd Car Assoc Autumn 
Reunion (Morley Hayes, Derby) 
3 Nov 1 Sqn RAF Regt 90th Anniversary Day 
(RAF Honington) 
4 Nov RAF Regt Offrs' Dinner Club Annual 
Dinner 2011 (Royal Automobile Club, London) 
10 Nov Garden of Remembrance (Westminster 
Abbey, London) 

13 Nov Remembrance Day (Nationwide)  
18 Nov RAF ACC 90th Anniversary 
Commemoration Service (St Clement Danes) 
From the RAF Regiment Secretary 
 Dear All.  Having apparently made a 
successful transition to the new MOD IT system, 
please note my NEW Email address in the office:  
<Hon-HQRAFRegtSec@mod.uk>.  
 Please publicise this in your various 
Newsletters etc as you think fit.  Please note, any 
Emails sent to the old address after 12.00 on Thu 
28 Jul 11 would not have been received and 
should be re-transmitted as necessary.  Kind 
regards.  Martin Hooker. 

LATE NEWS 
Battle of Britain Parade 15th September 2011 

 Due to unforeseen circumstances and at 
this late stage, the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, 
Councillor Anita Ward, has asked our Branch 
President Dave Gooding, if he would organise this 
year's Battle of Britain Parade.  As you all 
probably know, for a number of years now, Dave 
has acted as the Battle of Britain Parade Marshal, 
and has therefore some knowledge of what is 
involved and he is quite prepared to accept this 
challenge. 
 In turn, Dave has asked me if the 
Birmingham Branch would like to take on the 
organising responsibility.  As this will mainly 
involve Dave and I in carrying out the  
administrative organisation of the event, I have 
said yes.  In any case, as a Branch, we could do 
with a new challenge anyway. 
 However, to make this a Branch event 
where our members are concerned, we would like 
as many of you as possible, to also be involved on 
the day, by volunteering to help out in various 
ways such as handing out programmes and acting 
as stewards etc.  This would considerably raise the 
profile of the Birmingham Branch as the event is 
widely published in the local media. 
 I realise that it will only be our local 
members who can take part if they wish to do so.  
If anyone would like to volunteer for this event, 
could you please let me know ASAP. 

 

******************** 
 Well that�s all for now, keep smiling if 

you can and stay happy.   
 

   Malcolm 

mailto:27fpsqnadminjnco@honington.raf.mod.uk
mailto:Hon-HQRAFRegtSec@mod.uk


 

16

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 8th September 2011 Branch Night 
Sunday 2nd October     2011 Merchant Navy Day 
Thursday 13th October   2011 Branch Night 
Fri 30th Sep�Mon 3rd Oct  �11 Ass AGM & Reunion 
Friday 21st October    2011 Trafalgar Day  
Thurs 20th-Fri 21st Oct    2011 Arm Car Ass Reunion 
Sunday 6th November    2011 Midlands Fest of Rem 
Thursday 10th Nov    2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 10th Nov    2011 Field of Rem London  
 

Saturday 12th Nov    2011 Birmingham Poppy Ball 
Sunday 13th November  2011 Remembrance Sunday 
Wednesday 30th Nov    2011 St Andrew�s Day 
Thursday 8th December 2011 Branch Night 
Thursday 12th January   2012 Branch Night 
Saturday 21st January    2012 NEC Meeting Venue TBA 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 70th Ann of the RAF Regt. 
Wednesday 1st Feb    2012 Branch Subs Due 
Thursday 9th Feb    2012 Branch Night and AGM 
Thurs 8th March     2012 Branch Night 
Thurs 12th April     2012 Branch Night 
Fri 11th-Mon 14th May   2012 Spring Reunion Nidd Hall 
Sat 12th May      2012 Annual Chapel Comm. 
Thursday 14th June     2012 Branch Night 
Saturday 16th June     2012 24th Ann B�ham Branch 
Sat 30th June      2012 Regt Ann Comm NMA 
 

DATES FOR 
YOUR 
DIARIES

MAKE
A

DATE
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